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The act o£ the Hierarchy in establishing a College of Higher
Studies marks anew era in thehistory of Catholicity in England.
Italso terminatesa controversy. TheCatholicsofEngland canno
longer havethe shadow ofanexcuse for wishing tomix themselves
up,inthe education of their sons,withheresy and infidelity. It
wasinconsequence of long-continued representationsmadeby the
laity toKome of the wantof such an Instituteas that whichhas
nowbeen authoritatively established that Borne representedthe
matter tothe Bishops, who have decided upon the course tobe
adopted. IthaspleasedtheBishops,however, toconsultthe laity.
Beforeany step was taken eight hundred letters weresentout for
the purpose of asking their advice, and thirty headsof Religious
Orders andCollegiate Establishments werecalled by the Bishops
tocouncil. ARector, eminently fitted for the officeby his ablities,
andthose specialgifts so wellknown andrecognizedevenbeyond
theconfinesofour Catholiccircle, hasbeenchosenby them. Men
of eminence have already offered themselves for the work,andare
about to occupy theprofessorialchairs. Will theCollege succeed?
We havethemostperfectconfidencethat it will. We believeitto
be the work ofGod. The task imposeduponit (shoulditfulfilall
future hopes) is no doubt so great that, humanly speaking,itis
wellnighpossible. Faith,philosophy, andscience, inaccordance
withRevelation, and therefore guidedby the Church, have tobe
builtup again in England in the face of an overwhelming and
increasing Atheism andMaterialism.

Ifthis be so, do we not require the united efforts of every
Catholicheadandheart? Can we spare so much as one,however
little,whomaybeable to aidit? Yesitis too tame that some few
persons whisperunworthy things about it. Itis useless todeny
this, and the sole object of these remarks is topointto the remedy.
We believe it simply to consist in a greater devotion to the
Hierarchy of England. With this devotionthe progress of this
workmaybecomparatively rapidly developed;without it,it will
be infallibly retarded. The voice of the saintly FatherFaberis
buried iathe grave,buthe Lives,ashe will live throughalltime,
inhis works. He has givenushisDevotion to the Church andDevo-
tion to thePope" lie hastaught us thatdevotion totheChurchand
to thePope does not consist inbarrenenthusiasmandmere smoke,
or in travelandgT.3ip,much lessinunworthy criticism, coldness,
andwantofFaith and werehe alivehe would, perhaps,find the
time hadarrived to tellus that devotionto ourHierarchy consists
in a loyal, loving obedience securing united action in a truly
Catholicand large-minded spirit. Can we supposefor onemoment
that our teachingReligiousOrders will refuse tohelpin the great
workofHigher Educationin the manner andin accordancewith
the decisionand wishes of our Bishops? We are convinced they
willnot. Itis a work that cannotbecarriedout by anyone Order,
butonly by the cordialco-operationandefforts ofall,rjad the loyal
acquiescence and'supportof theCatholiclaityjand, countingupon
this,we contemplate with the most perfect confidencethe future
of theCattylic College forHigherStudies.— 'Tablet,'

spectionhadhithertobeeneverywhere exercised by thepastorsof
thedifferentChristian denominations in the matterofreligious in-
Btruction under the control of their respective ecclesiastical
authoritiesthroughout OldPrussia, andinothermattersunder the
controlof the secularpower acting by the agency of schoolboards
in thedifferent Governmentdistricts. In the New PrussianPro-
vinces the pastorsweresubject to the Consistory. Now,however,
all the deservedly-acquired rights of the Churches were wholly
ignored. The provincialgovernmentauthorities were declared to
have exclusivecompetence,even though their members might be-
long toschools of belief completelyoppositetothereligioninwhich
the scholars of adenominationalschool weretobe instructed, and
inthis manner the religious denominations are deprivedofevery
guaranteethat their childrenwillbe educatedintheir ownfaithin
schools to whichat the same timethe law compelsthemtobesent.

"Itwaspretendedthat the 24thArticle of thePrussian Con-
stitution, whichprovidesthat 'thereligiouscommunitiesinterested
shalldirect thereligious instruction,' hadnot beenviolatedby these
measures. Butwhen individualclergymen beganfrommotivesof
conscience todeclare their inability to carry on the schoolinspec-
tionunder the monopoly of the State;when a large number of
others were summarilydeprivedby thepresentMinisterofWorship
of the inspectionof the schools;wheninwhole districts the clergy
■were prohibited by the State authorities from even visiting
the schools during the hours of religious instruction through-
out the Polish districts; when the governors of some districts
forbadeschoolbooks on the alleged groundof theirbeing toodis-
tinctively denominational— then, indeed,itbecame plain that the
articleof the consitutionhad been renderedperfectly illusory by
this law.

"Leavingaside the practical objectionthat thesmall proprie-
tors and officials appointed as school inspectors committedthe
gravest blunders for want of technical knowledge, there is a far
widerconsideration. Ifit werereally the aim of the School In-
spectionLaw toavertany anti-Stateor anti-Imperialinfluences of
particularCatholic inspectors,thiscould have been accomplished
in a much simpler way,and without prejudice to the religious
characterof theEvangelicalpopular schools as well. Such indi-
vidual clergymen as allowed themselves to indulge inattacks on
theState, which sharedwith them the inspection of the schools,
could easily have been deprivedof their posts by the ordinary
disciplinary methods. Besides any Catholic gentlemen whomay
really cherish hostile dispositions are not in the least impeded,
inasmuch as the instruction for conformation, and the like,as well
as the confessional,with itsreflex action throughthemotheronthe
childrencannotbepreventedatall."The graveanddoubtfulstepof bringing thenationaleduca-
tionof thecountry into the exclusive control of a State divorced
from religionhasbeentakenby this law, and it will entirelyde-
pendonthepersonalcaprice of a future Minister how far he will
yieldto the encroachmentsofunbelief, whether Christianity shall
shallbe whollybanishedfrom our schools, and whetherSecularist
schools shallbe established after that Dutchmodelinwhich,out
of regard for thechildrenof some Jews and infidels, the nameof
Jesus Christ as the Saviour is forbidden tobementioned."

Laws against the Jesuits.— "
In appearance a more justifiable

and effective step was takenagainst the domineering effortsof the
Popeand the Catholic Cnurch, or the Ultramontane partyinit,
when the Imperial Law of the 4th of July, 1872, waspassedby
which theSociety ofJesus, its kindredordersandsimilar congrega-
tions, werebanishedfrom the territories of the GermanEmpire,
and whenthe existing Jesuit establishments were ordered to be
dissolved withinsixmonths, the erection of new ones forbidden,
andthe foreignmembers of everyorder wereexpelledfrom German
soil;while thenative members could either be prohibitedor as-
signed aresidence indefinite localities. TheJesuitswereanobject
of strongdislike, andnot without reason;andthis law wasaccord-
ingly at first almost everywhere greeted with rejoicings, except
among the partisans of the Ultramontanes. The Jesuits were
always the avowed enemies of the Evangelical Church, and had
alwayssought toinjure itineverywaydirect andindirect. Besides,
their morality

—
laxin the selectionof means for thepropagationof

their Church, andyet though so objectionableboth thoretdcally de-
fendedandpractically exercised— remainedinsadrecollection since
formerdays. Men of any freedom of thought, andevenCatholics
who venturedtodepart from the maximsofUltramontanismhad
to fear their control and their hostile interference. Their unde-
niable services toeducation andintheconversationof theheathen
couldnot outweigh such deeply-founded hate. Nevertheless, im-
portantobjections wereurged against the law on thepartof Evan-
gelicalConservatives, whichmay besummarised to the following
effect:

—
"Fist.

—
The Law is too vaguely worded.

—
-The expression* kindredordersand similar congregations

'
permits the different

Governmentsof the Empire toabolish all religious communitiesof
theRoman Church, and thus to exerciseviolence ofamost deeply
injurious character upon its institutions. In view of those ten-
dencies ofour time, ever shifting, and ever inclining more andto
unbelief, suchastepis mostperilousanddetrimental."Second.— The Law Violates Equity.

—
The Jesuits presentin

clearest relief the bent of the Boman Church, its shadowsand
lights. They teach and strive after nothing else but whatthe
RomanChurch asabody teaches, and although theultimate out-
comeof thatChurch'sdoctrinewouldbe topreventtheco-existence
of anypolicicalor religious institution not independenceuponit,
still this result is not likely to be*,attained, andnowherehas been
obtained. Besides,when the Boman Churchhasbeenrecognised
"by the Stateandguaranteed alegalexistence, the State must live
■withitandreckon withit,andcannotproceedlegitimatelyagainst
it or its champions until they have violated the common law.
Then, indeed,letljustice inits{£ullest rigour bemetedout to them;
but exceptionalpenal statutes must have,as the logical conse-
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quence, thatno tolerationwhatever can beextendedto the entire
community of the Church of Rome. The line of conduct now
adoptedby the ImperialGovernment is essentially identicalwith
thoseexpulsionsof the Evangelicals from Bohemia intheThirty
Tears' War, andof the Salzburg Protestants by ArchbishopFir-
mianin the year1731, which have been so justly repudiatedand
condemned. TheInternationalAssociationandits

'
kindredorders'

which threatenthe Stateina far higher degreethandothe Jesuits,
are tolerated, while the Jesuits htvebeenbanishedinmass."Third.

—
The Lato isExceptional.— Whilst the generalsenti-

ment is toremoveallother limitations of personalfreedom,in this
case such anessentialelement of liberty as the choiceof residence
is takenawayfrom German citizens. And weknow that the com-
pulsory dictation of aparticulardomicile maycompletelyannihilate
anybody's activity and possible existence. If a personbeplaced
under policesurveillanceinconsequence ofajudicialcondemnation,
then justicehas spoken;but when withouthisbeingprovedguilty
of anyillegality,and whenmerely on theground of hismember-
shipof acertain corporation,youinterdicthisresidenceinoneplace,
or dictate his residence in another, this is aneviland interested
policy whichmarks the endof rightful order andthe beginningof
tyranny onthepart of anypower whatsoever."

Fourth.
—

The Law isImpolitic.
—

For whatwill "be itseffect?
FromBavariaaswellas fromSaxony,Wiirtemberg, andBaden,the
Jesuitshavebeenbanished long since. Is there no Jesuitism in
theselands? Isitnot the precise effect of such laws to increase
in amostprejudicialmanner the religious excitementinthe circles
of theRoman Church? Isnotareligious fanaticismarousedwhich
undermines the peace between the different communions, and
estrangestheheartsof itssubjectsfromthe State,whoseprosperity,

[nevertheless,restsexclusively on this foundation
—

thatits subjects
liveinpeace withoneanother? A contest withmaterial weapons
againstreligious convictions is always immoralahddefeatsitsown
ends. Howevermuch anEvangelical Christian may wish to de-
fendhis Churchas wellas the State from all the dangers which
may arise from claims tosupremacy advanced by thePapacyand
anditsspiritualarmada,hecannot approve thepresentlaw, forit
overshoots itsmark, is unjust, and does not attain its end. The
Prussian Government itselfhad speedily to make the same confes-
sion, and thus arose the notorious May Lawsof1873, whichhave
had already astheir visible results the imprisonmentofsix arch-
bishops and bishops, and numerous clergymen, the infliction of
countless fines, theconfusion of consciencesin theCatholic Church,
andinthe EvangelicalChurch the introduction of secularmarriage
and theabolition of the necessity of baptism. Nor have weseen
the termination ofsimilar effects, as may be learnedfromthe re-
centlaw for the summaryexpulsionofrecusantclergymenfromthe
GermanEmpire.
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