
A QUESTION FOR IRISHMEN.
++

So long as England treats Ireland as aconquered province,and tolong aspatriotism lives,this will be a living questionfor Irishmen-How can we help to free our country ? By secret societies andabloodyrevolution, answered James Stephens and theFenians;andmillionsof Irishmenheard and believedthem. Bymoralforce andopenagitation, saidDaniel O'ConnellandlsaacButt j andIrishmenarebeginning toexaminethemerits of the two principles. Whatisthe difference between them? The common answer to this is
Fenianismmeansphysicalforce,andHomeRule means moral force.The enemiesof HomeRule donot fail to ask— Howcanyoubreak apower like thatofEngland unlessyoustrikeher witha sword? Shedoes not care for words they say, for words have no weight. Wen-dell Phillips says of Daniel O'Connell:— "He was an Irishman,despised;he was a Catholic, hated;he was a man of words andnothing else. On words alone he, a Catholic,marched toParliamentto break the Constitution;and whenIsaw himinLondon he heldthebalance ofpower inhis right hand; andIleft him there, thisagitator, this man of words, standing with the Whigparty in onehandand the Toriesinthe other:and he was decidingto which hewould give the government of the realm!" O'Connell was pre-eminently a believer in moral force. He knew there could be nosolidphysical forceinIrelandunless itBtoodbehind themoralforce.One ispart of the other:the moral is the voice

—
the physical thebody. Youmay developa physical force withoutanatom of moralforce:Fenianismdid this. Butyoucannot callforth a moralforcewithoutaphysical strength behind it. Canning said that O'Connellwas

" the first manwho summoned arace into existence." What didthatmean? Let Wendell Phillips answer:
—

"There stood O'Con-nell, alone, without an office
—

he never held one
—

four millionsofIrishmenbehindhim :poverty-stricken, under them the sod Bookedwith theblood of theirancestors;and over them such alaw that,asHenryBrougham said, they couldn't liftahand without breakingit;behind them a history that is a disgrace to England andEuropealike. What was their teaching?— why they were Irishmen; theirbloodquicksilver;hatingthe law, and lovinga fight— and they neverhadanEnglish law that they ought not to hate. Their own bishop
of Kerry said, in 1799:

—
'Allegiance and protection walk hand-in-hand. You never have hud protection, and you do not owealle-giance.' That was the schooling— that was the blood. O'Connelisaid to them:'He that commits an offence helps the enemy.' Andfor thirty years he waged that battlebetween homeless,houseless,starved Irelandand the omnipotence of GreatBritain,withlawonits side 5 and nosheriff everputhis handon the shoulder of one ofhis followers."

Here wasa truemoralforce:Ireland was awareof her wrongs,
and she wasdemanding her rights in manful words;and the verydemand, inits openness, made her spirit free. This trainingof thepeopleby O'Connell was invaluable toIreland. Haditcontinuedfor
two generations there would have been a race of Irishmensofiledwithnoble indignation at the refusal of justice, thatno bonds couldbind them. We should then see the outburst of the true physicalforce, whichhadbeen developed,not insecret, but in openagitation*Thereare two kindsof violence:thatof amanorapeoplefilledwitha passing excitement, and thatof aman ora people filledwithcon-viction and the dignity of sore need, appealing to arms as a lastresorfc. The violence of the latter is muchmore terribleandlastinginits effect than thatof the former,anditonlycomes frommen whohave asked for justice and have been denied in the face of day.Behind all lav there must be a physical force strong enough' toexecuteit. Tamesays:

"behindevely code oflaws thereis aman;"and Emersonsays:"There is no true eloquenceunlessthereisamanbehind the speech." Had O'ConnelTs lesson been fully taughtIreland would have been infinitelystronger than any secret society
couldhavemade her— for the brain would lead and the armobey.Fenianism was based on the secret society principle. Instead ofmaking thepeople feellikeinjured freemen— -which is the only feelingthatcansupport a revolution

—
itmade them feel and act like weakconspirators. Fenianism-was in no wayan educationalmovement, to"summonapeople intoexistence." All itaimed at teachingwas theuse ofapike oragun— even this in a miserable way—depending onthe arm of the manaltogether, and not at allonhis mind. Secretsocietieshave alwaysbeenandarenowdefendedin Irelandby peoplewho saythere isnoother way toarmanddrillthe people. But theyhaveneverdone this. This is a false claim. They haveat all times,

in 98, '48, and '65, pretendedto do this,but they havemiserablyandcriminally failed,as theirTnembers and organisersknow well. Thereis no fieldin secret organization for the educationofcitizens;there isnoopportunity for manlyspeech or open,public action—the signs ofa freepeople. Take Fenianism, for instance :a few were to do thethinking and the leading jthemasses wereneither to thinknor toaskquestions. They were not even to know who were their leaders.And they didnotknow. The nature of the order was such that theintelligenceof the country held aloof from ifc:and the power wasgiven into the hands of laenutterlyunfit tomould thegovernmentofanation. Themotive was good, and, on the whole,the masses werefaithful to their oath:butall thetime the wretchedsecretwashawkedfor saleat the street corners, as such secrets ever must be. We do
not condemn Fenianism because itaimedat freeingIrelandby vio-lence;but wedo condemn itbecause itgave violencethe firstplace.
Itput thearm before the brain. It developedno exalted nationalspirit. Itallowedinferiormen to holdagreatandsolemnpower. Ifc
hadnot anelement of the manful, open-air agitation whicha great
movement for national freedom should have. Betweenthe Fenianand Home Rule principle,Irishmen are called to choose. It is a
choice between Stephens and O'Connell:both are men of words—only O'Connell's words representsthe hearts and hands of Ireland,while the words of the secret-society man represent nothing but
bunkum and the selfishneeds orfertile fancies of the organizers.
Boston 'Pilot.'

note theshots was followedby amurmur of surprise andregret."Hes missed!" was spoken with something like consternation.Still there was a vague, Micawber-like hope entertainedby thefriends ofthe greatmarksman that something would turnup,butnothing did. At last the truth forced itself on the minds of alldisinterested spectatorswhohad witnessedtheshot thatMrFultonhad madean unfortunate ending to his score. At this timethe
evening shadowswerestealingrapidlyovertheCreedmoormeadowsana the targetsweremomentarilybecoming indistinct.

AN UNLUCKY SHOT.
„!« tT^I? the importance of Fulton's shot,some persons de-claredthat throughthe glassescouldbediscernedaspotwhichtheydeclaredtobemadebyMrFulton'sshot. Thewatcherswhohadbeenat the telescopeconcurredin this idea,although theyhadnot whenthe shot was fired, nor during the intervalof suspense immediatelyfollowing givenany indications of the'existenceof this spot. Allother shots hadbeen announcedby the markers as outer-centresorbull s-eyesas soonas theshot was fired,but on this occasionnosuch announcement wasmade. SomepersonshastilydeclaredthatJTulton hadstruckthe target,but it was afterwardsproven thatsuch was not the case,and that the victory belonged to the Irishmarksman,MrEigby,whothus

CABBIED OFF THE PIBST PRIZE,a ©up worththreehundredfifty dollars. Below wegive the scoresmadeby eachmemberofboth teams:
THE IRISH TEAM.

BIGBY.*afd?* i —Scores N Totals800 3 4443444443434 4— 56-j.*££ J* 4432433444244 4-r511159-I'ooo 2 4443334434344 3—52)
HAMTLTON.°00 4 4434443444444 4—58")

,
"

J4244332343434 4-5011541 1540 4333343224344 4—46)- MILKER.
B°o 4 4,444444344444 4—59^.?00 1* 3334344344444 4— 54 f157I'ooo1'000 2 3432344202434 4—44.)

JOHNSON.800 3 3244444433444 4—54")- 222 3 3442 3 43343 33 4 4— 50 £ 147X'ooo 3 3433344343303 0—43.)
WILSON.

800 4 3233332434443 4—49"),?00 3 3343332344434 4— 50 V1471»000 3 2444433 3_3 3444 0—48)0
—

48)
J.A. Doyle (Reserve).800 3 4433434334344 4—53"),*££ " »"» 342438434 43 43 4-61i1514 2344334043334 3—47)

GrandTotals 915
THE AMERICAN TEAM.

FULTON.800 3 3444444444444 4—58"),900 4 4434444444243 4—56 11581 158I*ooo 4 3434243433223 0—44)
BODINE.

800 4 4444444434444 4—59")„ SOO 3 4343320343443 3— 4611521 152I*ooo 3 4443033333424 4—47)
CHLDEBSLEEVE800 3 4333334444444 4— 541,*»" 3 4434444323444 4—44 11431 143IjOOO 4 3203043044004 4—35)

YALE.800 4 4344444433444 4— 57 i,900 3 4304242334403 4-42i127I*ooo 3 4220002320432 3—28)
HEPBURN.800 3 4434434344434 4—55"),?00 3 3420330033334 4— 39 £ 142!»000 3 3434333433333 0—49)

DAKIN.
800 4 4343334444442 3— -53"),fOO 4 3444440443334 4—52 C147C 1471.000 3 4303442330432 4—42)

GrandTotal 869When theBennettprizesweredecided, thematchbetweenthemuzzle andbreechloadingriflecameup. Rigby,the makerof thelushrifleabreech-loader,hadchallengedthe Americanriflemakerstoshoot 25 shots each,withoutcleaning orblowing therifles. TheBigby rifle,usedby four of the Irish team, gained a decisive vic-tory. The followingwas the score:—g?B
** 1,000yds. American 1000 yds.B»gby -. 84 GildersleeveHamilton 74 Collins , *sWilson .yj Dalkin

-
Jj ■

Johnson 85 Tale (This gentleman
m., missedseven'shotsand .' Total 321 retired),

Total 188SHOOTING FBOM THE SHOtTIiDEB. ,
At the conclusion of this trial of riflesGeneralDakin,of theAmericanteam challenged Mr Rigby toshootascore of five shotsteSw^Sult:!0007^* T*><*»Uengewasacceptedwith

GeneralDakin 0 3 4 0 o—7MrRigby 4 0 3 4 o— ll
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