
All writers have hitherto concurred in saying that rattlesnakes
are nevermotwith at anelevationof more than6,000 feefc above the
sea level. The surveying parly of MrMorleykillednumbers of them
lastyearat an elovation of about 8,000 feet;itis added,however,
that they were never found so high before. The mountainsnakes
possessmore vividcolors than their brethren of the prairies,andof
thetwo are more dreaded onaccount of their supposed ferocity.

—'ScientificMiscellany from AprilGalaxy.'

It is reported that Sir Charles Dilke,M.P.forChelsea, has
sent the deadbodyof his wife toVienna forcremation. The report
createdquiteasensation.

Itis rumoredthat the Dowager Queen ofBavaria is about to
embraceCatholicism.

Itis estimatedthat everytroutcaught intheThameshascost
the votariesof the artmore than usweightin gold,so scarce has
this descriptionof fishbecome,

A TaiPingChinese rebelchief,whohas been travelling about
thecountry since thecapture of Nanking, in 1854, was taken re
ceritly nearAmoz. He refused to perform the "KoTow

"
before

the Viceroy,and was summarily condemned and executed about
five days agoby the humane process of slicing topieces,a punish-
ment which the unhappymanis saidtohave borne with remark-
able fortitude.

In Britany there is said to prevail a curious matrimonal
custom. Oncertain fetedays the youngladies appearinredpetti-
coats, with white or yellow borders round them. The number
denotes theportionthe fatheris willingtogivehis daughter. Each
whiteband, representingsilver, betokens one hundred francs of
rent;andeach yellowband denotes gold, and stands for a thou-
sand francsayear, Thus a young farmer who sees a face that
pleaseshim,has only to glanceatthe trhnmings of thepetticoat
tolearn inaninstant whatamount accompanies the wearer.

A featinswimming wasperformedlately whichis believedto
be without parallelin England. Mr Drinkwuter, of Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge, diving into the river there, swamunderwater a
distance of eighty-three yards,and was immersedfor one minute
sevenseconds. Uponemerging, he appearedlittlethe worse for
theexertion.

Under the Frenchmilitary system, merit is recognisedbefore
money,andbrainsbeforebirthorstation. There are atthepresent
time314 generals of division and of brigade in the French army/
ofwhom 80 have risenfrom the ranks. Since September,1870,139
colonelshavebeen appointedbrigadiers, ,

In Italy the finest violin strings are made by soaking silk-
wormsinvinegar for a short time tosoften them, when theymay
be pulledout to almostany desired lengthand finenessj theyare
thensometimes slighly twisted.

Therearerumorsof complicationshaving arisenbetweenGer-
many andRussia.

TheKing ofAshanteeis tobe deposed. Half of the capital
city hasbeendestroyedby fire..Inacase heardat the Guildhall, before Alderman Besley, in
which a sempstresssuedher employer for 14s. 9d., for -work and
labordone, it wasadducedinevidence that Ixer remuneration for
eachpair of trousers wasat the rate ofsevenfarthings.

The Archbishopof Tuamis truly an extraordinary man. He
isnow eighty-twoyears ofage, andwillin another year be in the
fiftiethyear of his episcopate. Yetheis as activein theperform-
anceof his sacred functions as if he werebut fortyor fifty. For
three weeksof late he has been continuously on aConfirmation
tour, travelling through the wildest regions of the west

—
often in

aboat across theCorrib andother lakes
—

examiningminutely and
at length thechildrenpresentedtohim, about 2000inall, andthen
saying Mass andpreachinglong sermons, cliiefly in Irish. And,
afterallhis labors,he is saidtobeinrobust healthandin thebest
spirits!

BATTLESNAKES AND THEIR HABITS.
-H-

Okdinapily, the rattlesnake is extremely sluggish, and unless
disturbed thereis little to fear from it during the greater portionof
the year. Just before,and just after its winter sleep, however,itis
moreactive, and often assumes the offensive. In order tostrike it
mustlie in a close coil, with itsheadand neck erect. In this position
it throws itself forward three-fourths of its length, supporting its
weightentirely uponthe remaining fourth. "

When molested or alarmed, or when about toattack, the rattle
is violently shaken;but practically this serves little piirposes as
a warning, since whenexcited the creature strikesat the intruder with
the quicknessof lightning, andalmost simultaneously with the sound
of the rattle. The statement that the noise of therattle is peculiar,
and once heard will never 'afterwardsbe mistaken, is emphatically
denied, the writer averring tbat he has known the opinions of those
whohad frequently heard thesound,"dividedas towhethera certain
ominous clicking arose from the grasshoppers which were therein
greatnumbers, or a rattlesnake-." Contrary to the commonbelief,
the reptilealso oftenleaves its hole andmoves about after sundown,
not seldom crawling into tents,and even intobeds, during the night.
The notion that venomous snakes do not bite twice in immediate
succession is also pronouncederroneous,the writermentioning a case
where he saw the rattlesnake strike three times with electricquick-
ness, each time leaving themarks of its fangs on the trousersof the
person attacked.

But with its quickness and irritability, the snake frequently
refuses to bite, even when crowded to the closest quarters. It is
relatedthatoften whentrodonit fails toretaliate;andoneremark-
able instance is givenwhere a gentlemanoncoming'out of theRiver
Platteafter abath,and entirely naked, sat down upona rattlesnake,
anddiscoveringhismistake suddenly resumedMs legs,withoutsuffer-
ing any harm beyond a severe fright. The peculiar odor of the
rattlesnakeis vouched for, and weare toldthat whenone is irritated
andmade to bitethe rakeorhoe withwhichitis intendedtokillhim,
the implement will retain the same impleasant smell for months.
Onceknown, theodor is alwaysrecognizable.

The bite of the rantlesnake, according to this observer's ex-
perience,is neither so rapidly fatal nor so incurable as most people
suppose. Of thirty persona bitten by therattlesnake, he states that
all recoveredbut one, andhe lived twelve days after theaccident.
Of the whole thirty this was theonly case which received surgical

WHO CAN STOP A BALL ON AN INCLINED
PLANE?

OtTB excellent contemporary, the 'Presbyterian Banner,' is grieved
that the scientist Tyndall has endorsed the monistic hypothesis of
human existence,and the

'
Methodist' conies out withall its power to

stay the fearfulcurrent ofinfidelity andatheism. We areof opinion
that the conclusions ofProfessor Tyndall are, toa certain extent, the
resultof principlesconstitutionally inherent in Presbyterianism and
Methodism,and that Mr. Tyudallis only a bolder, braver,andmore
outspokenman thanhis fellows. The limitation which wo place to
our assertion is that Tyndall should have halted before the God of
Natureasmanifestedby thelightofreason,forsaysSt.Paul (Bom.i.20):"

The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen,being understood by the things tbat are made :His
eternal power also and divinity:so that they are inexcusable."
When,however,we consider that to themind ofTyndallthescientists
have swept away the God of Bevelation the power of an
avalanche,wemight, were it not for the Holy Scriptures, holdhim
excusablein wipingout theGodof-Reason.

TheReformationstarted (better, perpetuated) the emancipation
of the human spirit from the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the
Church, andconsequentlyplacedthe reasonof manon the throne of
theHoly Ghost. Having usurpedthe office of God, itbegan to ex-
amine thesayings of God,and in judging .God by His words pro-
nounced, thatHe wasnot. What follows ? The human spirit filled
withTanity andblinded with pride, looked into- itself, emancipated
itself from the saying of David:

"
The light of Thy countenance is

writtenonus,O Lord,"and though ithad eyes, it saw not, for the
imprint of the face of God was invisible to its gaze. Thenfollowed
the theory of evolution, the eternityof matter, and the gross mate-
rialism-which are the shame andsorrowof our age. The Evangelical
Alliance wished tostay infidelity ononehandand superstition on the
other;but having disowned the infallible teaching, living, ever-abid-
ingpower of the Spirit in tho Church, andhavingbeen disinheritedof
the sevenliving streams of sacramental grace, and having been with-
out a sacrifice, we ask the members of the Evangelical Allianco
churches, "Who can stop a ballonaninclinedplane?

The pagansof Greece andRome had a more exalted notion of
man's origin anddignity than Tyndall, Darwin, Tyler,Lubbock, and
thatclass. Ingrainedin their very language was what our scientists
of thenineteenth century call the dualistio hypothesis. Anima, or
the breathoflife,was common tomenandauimals j animus, or soul,
superaddedfeeling orpassion to thebreathof life;or mens ormind,
was the intellectualprinciple by whichbeheld the sequence of cause
andeffect, forejudged in the future, and remembered iv the past.
The English language hasno three words of precisely tbe same im-
portas the above,a factwhich goes to show that the ancients studied
the hypothesisof evolutionin thelight of reasonwith moreprecision
than Professor Tyndalland the clairvoyants of our day. Human
consciousness, the common senseof mankind, the testimony of ages,
andthe innateabsurdity of themonistic theory of Tyndall are God-
given, irremovable obstacles to materialisticiihantfismagoria. Re-
moveaway from Tyndall and Kant their pomp, of terminology, and
their ideas,whenplacedinplainEnglish, fallby theirownweight.

The workof thescientists willdo onegood at the least;it will
bringreasonandrevelationinto full view of each other, andshowour
Protestant Christians that there are but three depots between the
cradleand the grave;first, revelationin its fulness iv the Catholic
Church;next,naturaltheism, and lastly, blank black atheism. Out-
sideofsacrificing God's truth, tho Catholic.Churchwoulddoanything
to throw its templedoors open to all mankind. That it cannot 'do,
for only by intolerationin truth can it withstand tho current of
atheism, infidelity andmaterialism, whichis desolating so manylands
in our age.—' ST. "ST. Tablet.'

tnSW ZEALAND TABLET, [Saturday,Dee,19,1874.

advice;but whether it was the bite or tho advice that killed the
patient weare not informed.

"Whiskey thewriterregards as a specific for thebite of tho rattle*
snake,andrelatesnumerous instances which illustratethewonderful
power of this agent "when administeredin sufficient; quantitj. Itis
will known to physicians that persons suffering diseases attendant
withseverepain will often tolerate much larger doses of opium or
othernarcotic than could otherwise he borne. Persons poisonedby
thebite of a rattlesnake manifesta similar tolerance for immense
doses ofwhiskey,quantities sufficient to make awellperson stupidly
drunk, oreventodestroy life, often producing no visible effectupon
the sufferer fromsnakebite. Yet, tobe of any service to thepatient,
itis asserted thathe must be made thoroughly drunk before it is safe
to suspend the administrationof the remedy. A quart or moreof
raw whiskey is frequently requiredto bring about this condition;
but whenonceit is attained,no further danger need be apprehended.

While the rattlesnake is found spreadovera large portion of
NorthAmerica, it is much more abundantinsome localities thanin
others. Texasprobably holds aninfinitely largerproportionof these
reptiles that anyother Statein theUnion. The district lyingbetween
theRioG-randeand. the Nueces, two streams which flow in the same
directionand some sixty or seventymiles apart, is a desert region,
literally swarming withpoisonous serpents. "Insummer," saysone
writer, "onecannot go fifty yards in this locality without seeing a
rattlesnake. InotherpartsoftheStates themoccasin is the prevalent
snake, while centipedes, scorpions,tarantulas, and alligators infest
various localities, and are each a terrible scourge."
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