
The London 'Athenseuin,' one of the highest standards of
literarycriticism, inreviewingJohnBoyleO'Reilly'spoems, pays the
followinggraceful tribute to the abilities of that giftedIrishpoet. It
maynot be known to our readers that Mr O'Reilly was one of that
unfortunateband whose love for their country caused their exile to
WesternAustralia. Mr O'Reilly, more fortunate than many of his
compatriots, escapedfrom bondage by taking to the sea inan open
boat. The following is what the 'Athenaeum

'
says :—":

— "
Mr. O'KeJly

is thepoet ofa land far different from theLake Country of England.
[Referring toa preceding review.] He sings of Western Australia,
thatpoorest and loveliest of all the Australias, which has received
from the mother country only her shame and her crime. Mr
O'Reilly, ina short poem, speaks of the land as

'
discovered ere the

fitting time,'endowed witha peerlessclime, buthavingbirds that do
not sing, flowers that give no scent, and trees that do not fructify.
Scenes and incidents,however,known to,the authorin thisperfume-
less andmute land,havebeenreproducedby him inaseries of poems
of muchbeauty. " TheKing ofthe Vaase,1a legend ofthebush, is a
weirdand deeply pathetic poem, admirable alike for its conception
andexecution. In a dedicationto the captainof a whalingbark, we
learn that, inFebruary,1869, the poetleft thecoastof Western Aus-
tralia in a smallboat,without sail,and that

'peculiar circumstances
'

renderedit impossible he should return there. His only pathlay
across the IndianOcean, where he waspicked upby the whaler. It"
the 'peculiar circumstances

'
indicate that Mr O'Reilly's sojourn in

the convict settlement was enforced, wo congratulate him on his,
escape."

NEWS IN BRIEF.
"AHistory of the Great IrishFamine of 1847," by the Rev.

JohnO'Rorke, willshortlybepublishedathome.
The 'Cork Examiner

'
states that the first act of Brook

RichardBrasier,Esq.,ofBallyellis,Mallow, oncoming of age,was
togive to the VeryRev. Dr. Downes, P.P.,rent free for ever, a
beautifulsite for anew church tohisCatholic tenantryin the town
of Mallow.

The manufacture of carpetsinPhiladelphiais annuallygreater
thaninany other city hi the world.

The net stamp duty on"playing cards,"in the year ending
31st ofMarch last, was £12,528.

Scotlandhas a grantof £20,500 a year for the training of
teachers; EnglandandWales,.£95,000; while to favoredIrelandthe
mxgnificent sumof J6500 is allotted.

The ArmenianpeasantryaboutMountAraratbelievethat the
worldrestsupon alargeox, which, being irritated by alarge fly,
tosses its head, and thus causes earthquakes.

Fearfulstories aregoing about concerning the Thames, which
famous stream is showing a strong disposition to

"
dry xq>."

Between TeddingtonLock andRichmondBridge the steady sub-
sidence of the water has caused great alarm;thepresent high-
watermark is lower than thelow-water mark of1872;andinplaces
about Eel Pie Island, where river steamers passed freely last
April, thereis scarcely depth enough for four-oared gigs and the
lightest skiffs whenthe tideis low.

Advicesfrom Strasburg lead to the belief thatGermany does
not mean to confineher attentionto the Jesuits, for the Christian
Brothers have been ordered by the German authorities to quit
Alsace-Lorraine.

We areglad tolearnthattheCatholicsofAlexandra,in theWai-
katodistrict, aremanifestingamost commendablezealinthe cause
of ourholy faith. The Church Commiteee, appointedby theRev.
J. Golden,pastor of the Waikatodistrict, havebeenindefatigable
in their exertions to embellish the church and its grounds. To
enable them tocarryout their laudable endeavors, a concert was
givenonthe17th ult.,whichprovedagenuine success, andplaced
aconsiderable sum at their disposal for the furtherance of the
objectin view. The schoolroom in which the entertainment took
place was thronged toexcess,persons of all denominationsbeing
present.

Nodoubtmany of our readers havereadthe speechof Sir J.
D.Astley,Bart., whichhasbeengoing the roundsof the Colonial
Press during thepastfew weeks. That creditable specimenof the
English aristocracy, at aram show inLincolnshire thought proper
to vilifytheIrish members, whom he characterisedasthe

"
most

confounded rascals he ever saw," with other remarks equally
choice, candid and complimentary. It would appear, however,
thatoneof the

"
covies" honoredby the learnedbaronet'snotice,

theChevalier O'Cleary, had the effrontery totakeoffence thereat,
and through Captain Lynch, of KillesterHall, demanded satisfac-
tiononbehalf of the Irish members. This course would seem to
havebrought the eloquentM.P. toadifferent opinion,and tohave
elicited the following reply :—":

— "Elsham Hall, Lincolnshire, Sept.
14.

—
Sir,— Ibeg to acknowledge the receipt of your letterof the

11thinst., and tostate that Idid make use of theexpressionto
whichyou refer, and at the request of your friend, the gallant
member for Wexford,Ihereby withdraw them.

—
Iremain, sir,your

obedientservant,— J. D. Astley." Should the hon. member for
NorthLincolnshire at a future time favorhisconstituents withhis
experiencesof " theIrishrascals," there is a prominentnational
characteristic

—
of whichhehas evidentlybeenhitherto inignorance—

upon whichhecannow speakas anauthority.
Intheperson so highly eulogised below,some of our readers

may recognize their old friend Mr Shaw, who was the senior
partnerin the firm of Shaw;Harnett and Co., Mansestreet, some
twelveyearsago. Some few months since atelegram fromCali-
fornianotifiedthe fact of the inventionof whichthe followingare
thedetails:

— "
William Shaw, theinventor of thepagingmachine

nowinuse all over the world, has patented an improvementin
typesandprinters' tools which will bring to him theblessings of
thecompositorswho havetodo that most distasteful of all tasks,"altering and correcting." By this invention"correcting" will
be a pleasure instead of a penalty. Mr Shaw has the lower
shoulders of the types extending down one-fifthof the lengthof
thepieceof metal, and terminating ina little slot or nick castin
stilldeeper,sothat whenthe little correcting tool is slippeddown
between thelines, which look as if

"leaded," thehook catches a
slot, and the letter, space, or quadrat tobe removedis easily with-
drawn. The correcting tool is manufactured fromafinepieceof
watch-spring. The invention is of incalculable advantage in
correcting tabular or column work, though it is of enough im-
portanceto warrantits use in every kindof work. The founders
are willing toalter their moulds, and cast the types, for adivision
ofthe royalty claimedby the inventor;and the amount ofroyalty
willbesaved fromthe cost of the types by diminished weight

—
a

veryhappy accommodationof the advantages toallparties;the
purchaser paysno more for his founts of type, the waste and
destructionofletters is stopped, the inventor and founder are com-
pensated,and the compositor is transportedto theseventhheaven
ofdelight."

The seat in theProvincialCouncil for the representationof
Mount Ida,vacantby the resignation ofMr Oliver, is to besharply
contested. At the nomination, whichtookulace onMonday, four
candidateswereproposed

—
Messrs Armstrong, Ewing, Leary, and

Dillon. The correspondent of the 'Times' telegraphedthat the
showof hands was infavor ofMrLeary,while, strangetosay, the
organof whichMrLeary is commercialmanager, gave the show of
handsin favor of Mr.Armstrong. However,apollbeingdemanded,
theelectiontakesplace onMonday, the 28thinst.

The opening of the new Catholic Church atRaupaki,in the
Provinceof Canterbtiry,tookplaceonThursdayweek,the ceremony
being witnessedby largenumbers from all partsof theProvince.
Thetime of service was fixedat11a.ni., andshortly after this the
Rev.Father Chervier,assistedbyFather Francis, commenced high
Mass. This was succeeded by the consecration of the church.
The members of theLytteltonChoir,assistedby someChristchurch
musical friends, sang in excellent style during the wholeofthe
service, which, throughout, was most impressive. At thecloseof
theservice, Father Chervier preached a very impressivesermon.
After the service, refreshments were partakenof byallpresent.
The repast being ended, Father Francis addressed thosepresent
inan eloquent speech. The visitors spent the remainderof the
afternoon in visiting the wharves and wandering over thehills.
OnarrivalatRaupaki, theywere met by the Maorisand warmly
welcomed,being invitedinto the Kiangas.

There is aprobability of America beingbrought withineight
days ofEurope. The Admiralty have before them,anew formof
steamer, withabottom composed of twoormoreparallelconsecu-
tiveinclines, ofwhich great things areexpected. The inventor,a
MrBanvus, states that withhis model, he has actually attaineda
speedof sixty-three knots an hour. From Melbourne toSydney
or Adelaide innine hours, to Launceston infour,and to Londonin
eight days, wouldrather revolutionise ocean steam navigation.
Butitismuchmoreeasy (says the { MelbourneLeader') toattain
agreat speedfor a few hundred yards in a model, than to keepit
up for thousandsof miles on board a ship. Theory andpractice
arenot alwaysinaccord.

We ('Guardian') yesterdayhad the opportunity of inspectinga
splendidly-executedlife-sized oil-painting of Bishop Moran, by Mr
Power,of Leith street, opposite the Grange estate. The frame is a
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handsome one, and the picture itself has a fine effect, being well
managedinregard to the colouring, and also subdued in the lights,
and after the Italian and French style of figure paintings. No
curtains are introduced

—
a garment suspended from the shoulders

renders it unnecessary. The figurehas an easyanddiguified appear-
ance, the right handrestingon one knee;the left, beautifully fore-
shortened,hangs gracefully froma table,uponwhichis placedabook.
The toneof thepainting'is veryrich,and the drapery of the figure is
excellentlyhandled, especially the high lights on the sleeve;. Mr
Power first attempted topaint the picture from a photograph taken
of hisLordshipwhenin Rome. This, however did not provesatit-
factory,and the ideawasabandoned,and thepresentpicturepainted,
we are informed, from life. ThoughMrPower has hitherto possessed
considerablereputationas anartist,yethe has sparednopainsduring
the last three months in order that his present undertaking might
surpass allhis former efforts. Thereis no doubt thathis ambition
has beenmore than realised, for not only has Dr Moran expressed
himself as beingwellpleasedwith the result producedby MrPower's
pencil, butallwho have seen the painting have admired itas a work
of art,andconsidereditanexcellentlikeness. Itwillbe delivered to
his LordshiponSaturday, but in the meantime we are instructed to
say that any person wishing to see it may do so by calling at Mr
Power's. He isalso engaged painting an altarpiece,the Crucifixion,
for St. Joseph'sChurch. This, from its nature,presentsmany diffi-
culties,but, to judge from the progress alreadymade, thesepromise
tobe overcomeina verysuccessful manner. Itis expectedthat the
pioturewill be finished on ChristmasEve:if so, it will then be hung
over the altar of the church.

No doubtmanyofourcityresidents willrecognise in the interest-
ing strangeralluded to below by the Invercargill 'Times,' a recent
visitor to Dunedin, and whose departure we chronicled inour last
issue :—":

— "
The Bluff wasstirred up on Saturdayby the presence ofa

real live organ-grinder, a passenger by the Alhambra, whohas been
travellingNew Zealand. He combined with the thrilling notes of the
organ an imitation of the notes of a canary,very cleverly executed
withhis fingers andmouth."

The " NapierDailyTelegraph'hashitupon aningenious expe-
dient toriditself of importunatepoeticalcontributors. Inits last
issue thereappears an answer toa contributor, informing him of
the rejectionof his"poetry," and windingup with thesuggestive
intimation:—" We neverinsert oriental poetry Jn our columns
unlessas apaidadvertisement."
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