
BELGIUM THE MOST POPULOUS COUNTRY IN
EUROPE.

This is theEffectof GoodLaws.
(FromMeddillsletterstoChicago *Tribune.')

Belgium is only a small patch of territory, containing barely
10,400 squaremiles;but on this little area there is supported in
comfort and independence 5,400,000 souls! Can your readers
realizethat, on a space not exceeding one-fifth that of Illinois,
there is concentrated the populationof Illinois, lowa,Wisconsin
andMinnesota? Butsuchis the fact. Belgium supports.

ONE HTTNDBEDFAMILIES TO THE SQUAREMILK.
Englandwhichcontains onecity of 3,000,000 inhabitantsand

a dozen othersranging from200,000 to600,000 each,is less densely
populatedthat Belgium by 100 persons to the squaremile. And
whatis still more singular,England whichboasts ofherscientific
and perfect system of landlord and tenant cultivation, scarcely
produceshalf the breadormeat consumedby her population,but
imports four millions of tons of breadstuffs,and three millions of
tons of fresh and salt meats, cheese and butter

—
making seven

millions of tons offoodper annum;whereas Belgium, whichcon-
tains 25 per cent, more inhabitants to the square mile,imports
scarcely a pound of breadstuffs or apoundof meat,but actually
exportsmorefood than she imports. Notonly does Belgium pro-
duce sufficient food for her population,including barley for the
manufactureofbeer,of whichlarge quantitiesare consumed,but
she grows nearlyenough sugar-beets to supply her people with
what"sweetening

"
they need j and inthe mountain districtsof

Ardennesgrapesenough aregrown toproducea considerablepbrt
of all the wine consumedinBelgium.

This dense populationis attributedto thebreakingupof large
estatesinto small farms, totheremovalofrestraints oncommerce,
givingthepeoplethebenefitof free trade,and tocheap transporta-
tion brought about by the government, becoming a competitor
withprivateenterprisein transporting merchandise. The example
and success of Belgium is an interesting fact for the American
people.

There isnownohereditary landmonopoly andnoidlelandin
Belgium. Notanacre is devoted todeer parks, pheasantries, or
other sporting purposes, for the enjoyment of a luxurious and
dissolutearistocracy, while massesof menarestarving for bread.
AsItravel through Belgium,Isee swarms of men, womenand
childrencutting downandgathering a harvest ofgrain andgrass,
where thewheat will yield30 to40bushelsper acre,theoats50 to
75 bushels, and the hay 2£ to 4tons per acre;whilethe ensuing
product of flax and of root crops

—
potatoes and beets

—
will be

beyond. American conception of possibilities. The strawberries,
red raspberries, and gooseberries, brought to market, while not
superiorin flavor to those sold in Chicago, are twice or thriceaa
large.

Theseenormous yields of agricultural and horticulturalpro-
ducts arenot inconsequence of better soil and climate thanin
America,butare the resultsofheavymanuring,deepploughingand
spadeing, subsoiling, and underdraining whenrequired,irrigation
whenpossible,watchfulhoeingandweeding, freeuse of guano and
other fertilizers for top-dressing, and careful harvesting, and
storageof crops,wherebynothing is wasted, lost, or allowedtorot
in the fields. Thisperfectsystemof tillage neverwas adoptedor
thought of untilthe landbecame thepropertyof the cultivators of
the soil, andthe relation of landlordand tenant ceased toexist.

THEPRICE OFLAND
inBelgium rangesfrom $200 to$1000per acre,andafair average
wouldbe §400 to$500 j but there is very little offered for sale.
Mostof the sales take placein cases whererichmanufacturersor
bankers want a.countryseat;or,more frequently, where theolder
heirs purchase the interestsof theyounger ones,— thelatter taking
up their residence in the cities. It is perfectly surprising on
how smalla freehold patch of ground the Belgium peasant is
able toraise a family in comfort, and supply alltheir reasonable
wants. Of course they realize highprices for every article they
have to sell,

—
about double whatan Illinois farmer gets;while

they purchaseall their store-goods for less thanhalf of whatthe
westernfarmer mustpay for his supplies. Ownership of theland
andgood pricesfor -the crops arethe incentives which make the
Belgium, farmers strive to make the earth yield its utmostpro-
duction.

THEFOBEKJN COMMERCE

of Beloiuni is immense for so small a country. Last year the
imports amounted to §280,000,000, and the exports to $250,000.
Like the British, the Belgians seek tohave "balance of trade"
against themselves, as thatproves they receivemorepropertythan
they send abroad in exchange for it. Hence the "balance of
trade

" against them measures their clear profits;at least they
think so;andby pursuing thatcourse steadily for thirty orforty
yearspast,theyhavebecome rich,inspiteof the adverse"balance

The revenue ofthe governmentfor1873 was$38,000,000, and
the total expenditure $35,600,000. The surplus was applied in
paymentof thenationaldebt, whichnowamounts to $183,000,000
—the interest on the same being $7,200,000. The Belgiandebt
consistsof twoparts— first, theportionof theDutchnationaldebt,
whichthey were obliged to assumeafter obtaining their indepen-
dence, as adjudgedby the Great Powers; second, the amounts
expended for the construction of State railways and telegraphs.
The former, or Dutch debt part, amounted to $97,500,000; the
latter,or cost of the railroads, to $126,000,000; total $223,500,000,
of which $40,000,000 has been paid off. Belgium is one of the
nations which are liquidating their national debts, *or whose
revenuesaregreater thantheirexpenditures.

THE MARQUIS OF RIPON'S CONVERSION.
Thb 'Church Herald' contains this remarkable article:

—
"The

conversion of the Marquisof Eipon to the Catholic faith, in. the
form acceptedby ourRomanbrethren, has a gooddeal startledthe
'Times' and the irreligious and unreflecting public generally.
Andyet thereisnothing remarkable aboutthe event except that
it is probably firstofagoodly series of similar defections.Brought
up ina school ofrigidEvangelicalism, LordRipon's mind was toohonest,and his heart too warm, tobe content with the traditions
he inherited. An instinctive rejection of the narrow scheme of
Calvinism lefthim

—
asithasleft thousands of those who, in their

early years,have learned nothingbetter
—

a Liberal and aBroad
Churchman. But LordRiponis amanboth ofdeepreligious feel-
ing andof largeculture. He has read enough to findout that our
Lord and his Apostles not only enlightened the world by their
teaching,butalso foundeda Church j and when, like LordBute,
helookedaroundhim to find the only divinely-grounded religion
whichhadthe right toclaim his submission, hefailed to discover
itscharacteristicsinareligious organizationsuperintended,in the
latitudinarianinterest,by Archbishops Tait and Thomson, under
thecontrol ofaParliamentarymajority. Thereforelike anhonest
man as he is, he accepted, what had become to him the only
alternative, and,withit,whateverobloquy it maybringfrom those
"whoareunable toappreciatehismotives. We respectfully offer to
his Lordship our congratulations. From our own pointof view,
doubtless,hemight havedonebetter;andhad hebeenbrought up
inthe Catholic faithin the Church of England, there might haveremained, all difficulties notwithstanding. At any rate,he has
fairly escapedout of the slough oflatitoidinarianisin. The 'Times/
of course,representshisLordshipas littlebetter thanagoose;but
common sense will retort that aman whobelieves that ourLord
founded a Church, and has left its teaching and worship to the
guidanceof Mr Disraeliand those other organs of public opinion—
the " Times,' 'Telegraph,' and " National Reformer

'— must beat
bestanidiot. And intheend common sense willprevail. If our
Erastian Archbishops are allowedto have their way, Borne or
Infidelity will soon be the only alternatives open to intelligent
Englishmen. The present race of State-appointedprelates have
allbutdestroyed the citadel whichhas hithertobeen thesecurity
of Anglican adherents tothe Catholic Faith. Until themischief
thus done canbe repaired, secessions to Rome must beconstantlyexpected,andmay as wellbe regarded withequanimity."Itis assertedby those who knew theMarquisofRipon,that
hehasbeenled totake the step inquestion mainly fromacareful
study of the subject of Christian education. His Lordship has
come toalmost the same conclusionas ourselves,viz., that Christian
EducationinEnglandhas become practically destroyedby the recent
EducationAct

—
aconclusionlikewise come tobyMrE. S. Ffoulkes,

whosemasterly anonymous pamphlet recently obtained somuch
attentionatOxford."

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday,1Dee. 19,1874.
LordofConiston. Iwillhave that title,and those lands,of whichthou -wast the heir, -while I, as the poor yo\inger "brother, wasslighted, insulted, anddefrauded, for sucha thingas thou!""Miserable hoy!" exclaimedtheEarl, "art thounot yetcon-
tent with themisery thy -wild passions have caused. Thou hadst
not even the poor excuse that the damsel of Egreniont wasbethrothed against her will to thy brother. Thou the Lord ofConiston! Thatthou shalt neverbe. Notacoin frommycoffers,
noraroodfrom my land shallbe thine. Go, then j neverlet me
see thy detestedfaceagain j andbear withthee themaledictionofthy father!"

"Itshallnotrest with thee,my lord,whetherIownthelands
of Coniston,or die abeggar thou wouldstmakeme. Iseek neither
favor nor wealth from you, who, reckoning from love,werethefatherofbutoneson. Icall not yonder caitiff, brotherj norownyouasasire.. Therefore to him, and to you also, do Iswear aportionofthat revenge and hatred which in. futureIwill owe to
allmankind. Doubtitnot that I—lI

—
Iwillbe theLordof Coniston.Yea,thoughIinvokethe powersof darkness tomy aid!""Miserable, unhappy youth!" exclaimed the abbot, "the

powerof theEvilonehas beenupon thee thisnight. The fiends
areat thy heart, and thine ear. Down

—
down upon thy knees,

wouldstthounot abandonthysoul to them for ever! Behold this
cross,the sacred emblem of our redemption,stainedwith anaged
man's blood, shed by thee;— shed in this holy place, on the
thresholdof the sanctuary itself ! Cast away that sword, which
sought abrother'slife. Kneel to thy brother for forgiveness,he
hath had great wrong from thee. Kneel to your father, and
beseech his pardon. And, more than all, kneel to an offended
God!"

Oswaldwhohadbeenabout torush from the bell-tower,was
staidinhis fury by the wordsof the abbot.

His harddefiantlooks, too,softenedfor amoment,ashe lookedon theblood that streamed fromtheabbot's hand,whichhadbeen
wounded whenherushedbetween the infuriatebrothers.

Unhappily,however,his eyes encountered also the face ofRandolf,pale,andwrung withpainand rage, but withthewhite
lips curledwithasneerof mingledmaliceand triumph.

d(Ho!ho !" heexclaimed furiously as he pointedatRandolf."Iwillnot mock theheavenIhave offended!" Itellthee,LordAbbot,the fiends whobeleaguermysoul, would whiten, the foulest
of them all, besideyondemoninahuman form, whom thou callest
my brother. Avaunt,oldmanInoughtcan,eithertime oreternity,
give me that is equaltorevenge! From seizinguponthat,heaven
would not tempt, nor the regions of eternal hell affright meI"
With adesperategesture the unhappy Oswald waved the abbotaside, thencastingaglance full of anguish on the corpseof Eve-lina, herushedout into the darkness and thestorm.
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