
NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Saturday,Dec.5, 1874]
DANGEROUS BOOKS.— ENGLISH PUBLISHERS.
Tt is a noteworthy fact thatGreatBritain, the most Protestantof allProtestantcountries,is remarkable above all other countries for the
ability and learning ofher infidel writers. During thelast centuryDavidHume,in Scotland, and Edward Gibbon, in England, werefacile jprimevpes,themostprominentmastersof theEuropeanschool ofinfidels. The enemies of revealed religion in every country ralliedround their standard. The influenceof the celebrated Voltaire,as aninfidel teacher,-was probably small compared with that exercisedbyHume and Gibbonin the literary andpolitical -world. The manner
inwhichGibbon sought toundermine Christianity wasa masterpiece
of cunning, worthy of the great enemy of man himself. He andHume wereboth, historians, and we may say the founders of the
modemschool of English history, along with Dr. Robertson, the
friendofHumeandGibbon,but aman of a very different characterandprinciples. They were

—
the two former

—
the artfulanddeadly

enemiesof the religion ofChrist,and,as anecessary consequence theyhatedthe RomanCatholic Church aboveeveryother church, and lostnoopportunity ofattempting, by fairmeans or foul, to prejudice thepublicmind against it, They were thenatural successors of Luther,
Knoxandotherreformers. Fromtheperniciousprinciples,which the
■writingsofLutlier andKnox, Hume andGibbon inculcated,sprung
thefirstgreatFrenchRevolution;for arevoltagainst theauthority ofChrist,and thePope,his lawfulrepresentativeoncarth— the supremevisiblehead of Ms Church is ever associatedwithrebellion andtreasonin thecivilorder of society. The FrenchCommunistof ourday, and
the disciplesof Bradlaugh,at Home,are only

"
advanced

"
reformersandlinealdescendants of Luther and Knox. England, asaProtes-

tant country,is still true toher mission asthe chief progagatorof in-fidelprinciplesby the writings of the most learned of her scholars.Inotice,by aletter from a London correspondent of the Auckland'
New ZealandHerald,1that the English press has just had the honor

of publishingone'of the most able attacks on Christianity thatliaseverappearedinmodern times. Itismore than anattack onChris-tianity. Its tendency is to destroy, in the mind of the people,allbelief in the deity— "to substitute an inexplicableabstraction for theCreator,Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all mankind." Such, we aretold, is the aim of this dangerous book. It is issued by one of theoldestandmost celebratedpublishing firms in the metropolis. John
Bright once said that the English newspapers were ready tobarter
every interest, howeversacred,for money. Itappearsthatthissevereremark may be justly applied to publishers as -well asnewspapers.
We see one of themostrespectable publishingfirms inLondon— theMessrs. LongmaD— for the sake of filthy lucre, publishinga workwhich,if it served the desigu of its able author, would banish theChristianreligion from the world. To make tie matter worse, theworkis supposedto havebeen writtenby an Anglican divine,BishopSherlock. This has beendenied,itis true—

not byBishop Sherlockhimself, but by a church brother, Dr Plumptre,of King's College.The very fact, however,of such, a suspicion being entertained speaksvolumesagainst the Anglican clergy. That a member of their bodyshouldbe deemed capableof such an act is tantamount to regardingthem as fit for any treachery. Wellmight a writer ina recent articleof the'WestminsterReview
'

say that the English clergyarecoming
tobo regardedas valuing their office simply for its pecuniary emolu-
ments. Such events as those must precipitate the downfallof theAnglican establishment,and the triumph of atheism at the same time.The Catholic Churchalone can save society from the attacks of theinfidelparty;andas the English Church loses' ground, thank God,
the CatholicChurch keepsadvancing. Magna est veritasetprevela-lit. Truthmaybe borne down fora while, but will triumph,atlast.Englandwill yetprove a towerof strength to the Catholiccause andto the causeof loyalty,peace and order throughout the world. Eng-landandFranceunited will curb the wickedcrew ofinfidelsandrevo-lutionists who now seek to disturb society, in spiteofthe malign in-fluence of such dangerous booksas that imputed toBishopSherlock.Thesebooks,though they failin their ultimateaim, will yet do muchmischief. They will upset tlie Christian faith of many, and leadtoawidespreadlaxityofpublicmorals,as other works of a similarkindhavedoneinpast times. This new apology forinfidelity, weare told,
is writtenwith a consummate knowledgeof

"
modern thought," what-everthatmay imply, and evinces great ability and learning, andis" immensely read," the stylebeing fascinating. Itmay,for anythingIknow,be readto someextent— ifnot "immensely" read inAuck-land. No wonderBishopCowie andMs clergy should address them-selvesby

" specialsermons"to counteract itspower, and thepower ofallsuch publications.

THE Mabqttis op Kipon.— The « Hour 'gives the followingac-countof the manner ofLord Ripon'ssecession.—
tt would seem thatit is only within the last six months (itsays) that the marquis directedhis attention to the controversies betweenthe Aoglican and RomanCatholiccreeds. He was first led todoso by theintentionhehad towrite apamphlet indefenceof Freemasonry,andagainst the preten-sions withregard to the craft. But aftera long courseof reading hebecamea convert to what he formerly disagreed with. Heneversawor directlyor indirectly, any Romishbishop orpriest, untilhehad fully made up his mindtobe received into theCatholicChurchHe thencame toLondon,called at the Oratory,and asked to see oneof the fathers whom he knew by name. The lattersaw him,buthadno idea whohe wasuntilafterhe hadbeenexaminedas tohis religiousKnowledge, baptized,and formally receivedinto the Church. He wasthenaskedhis name andresidence,in order that the same mightbeenteredm the registry of theOratory,and surprisedthosepresentnota little whenhe said he was the Marquis ot Ripon. He attendedMass,and partookof Communionfor the first time on the followineSunday, a day or two before his resignationof the office of Grand-Master ofFreemasons wasread atthe meeting of the GrandLodgeTheMarchioness of fiiponhas not,as yet,followed the exampleofher

THE IRISH AND AMERICAN RIFLEMEN.
GREATEST SHOOTING ON RECORD,

The long-looted for shooting match atCreedmoor,NewYork,betweenthe Irish and AmericanRifle teamswhicharoused so warmbutfriendlya rivalry between the two countries, has come toa fruition. The re-
sult is onecreditable tobothpartiesaspresentingthebestandprobably
themost closely contestedmatch of thekindever witnessed. This isevidencedby the figures,whichshow that whilethe Irish weresuperiorbothat thenine hundredand the thousand yardsrange,the Americanscameout victorsin the final aggregate, showing 934against 931 points.The fact that there wereonly threepoints difference out ofalmosta.thousand, will give someidea how uncertain andpluckily contestedthematchproved. A preliminary practice took placeon Thursday,the24th. The firing, says the * New York Herald,' commenced at 800yards,andexhibited a decided improvement on the partof theIrish*marksman, due to their better acquaintance withthe pecularitiesofthe atmosphericchanges, whichare so puzzling even to thepractisedCreedmoormarksman. The preliminarycontestat thisrange wasmostspiritedand gavemagnificent results. Dr. Hamilton,the great Indianshot,led theIrishscore from the beginning, making at this range 12bull'seyesand three centres,equivalent to fifty-sevenout ofa possible
sixty. This magnificent shooting was tiedby Lieut. Fulton, of the1American team, whowasdestinedto renderhimself famousduring theday by reaching the highest score ever attained,168 points out of %possible 180. Inorder that the quality of the shootingmaybe betterunderstood,we give the score of Dr.Hamilton and Lieut.Fultonin.figures at 800yards.

4 4 4433 4 4 4143 44 4—57.
At this rangethe gentlemen who composed the competingpartysucceededin.making 328pointsout ofa possible 360. The Americans

werenotso successful, but they came closely after their rivals with324. This is chiefly important as showing a marked improvement
in the shootingoftheIrish team, as at this range on the last practiceday they were considerably behindthe Americans. A comparison ofnotes having been made at thisrange a tie wbb declared,but the afterexamination of the score showed this to be an error. Ithad, however*the effect of making the competitionat the 900 yards still keener,andwhen the captains ofthe teams compared notesa second tie waspro-claimed, which led to the exchange of mutual compliments. Theshooting was certainly splendid on bothsides, and far inadvance ofanything thathadbeen done at Wimbledon. The final examinationofthe scores showed,however, that a second errorhad beenmade in thehasty comparisonofnotes. The Irish having scoredat the 900yardsrange 319 out of apossible 360, while their antagonists hadmade 318,making a difference of one point only. The affair began to look veryserious for theAmericans as the 1000yards range was lookedupon asthe one in which the Irish riflemen would be most likelyto aesertasuperiority. When tlie teams wentback to the 10C0 yards range the
American riflemenbraced themselves for a finaleffort, andbegan theirfiring with much deliberation, takingcouncilof each other as toeleva-tions, condition of wind,etc. The result astonished themselves, asthey succeeded in distancing their competitors, at what waslooked'onas their favourite range. Out of a possible 360 they succeededin £COiing3o2. LieutenantFulton making 56 out oi a possible 60while thehighest score made by the Irish riflemenat that range was52,scored by CaptainWalker.

The following is the resume of scores made at the three dis-tances :—:
—

Mr.Johnson's score,at the 1000 yards range is only an appro*i«mation, ashe firedonly five shots, and was obliged to leare beforecompleting inorder toreturn to the city by the 4.42 p.m. train. In.thefiveshots he made 19 out ofa possible20.

This is thebest average that has ever beenmade, the Americaneight having scored1244 out of apossible 1440, while thehighest scoreever madefor theElcho shield et Wimbledonwas 1204. This is cer-tainly very creditable to our amatuermarksmen, as they have not onlyimprovedon their own workbut beaten thehighest recordedpractice.
The Irishaveragewas better than, their performance when they wontheElcho shield. On that occasioa with eight men, they made 1196being an averageof149, while the averageabovewas156. Onaccountof the formiduble characterof the American team the Irish decided
oa confining the number competing to six, although, theAmerican,
having a strong reserve,were verydesirous ofputtingeightRichmond*into the field. In view, however, that four of the best shotsof theIrish club were prevented tjr business engagements fromgoing to America,Major Leech.decided not torisk the reputationofhis country with auy but the besv shots. As theIrish reserved theright toname notless thansix, therecanbe, of course,uoobjection to.thiscourse.— « Pilot."

9

Scobs of the leish Team.
800 900 1000

Yards Yards Yards
)r.J.B.Hamilton 57 55 46
ames Wilson 54 57 47JaptaiaP. Walker 54 51 52
Edmund Johnson 55 53 49
". Eigby 57 51 49.K.JMilner 50 52 48

Totals
158
158
157
157
157
151

Totals 328 319 291

Scobs or the auebican 1
800 900

Yards Yards
t.Fulton 57 55
'olonelJ. Bodine 64i 50
'.S.Dakin 54, 56
i.L.Hepburn 53 55
[. A. GHldersleere 52
k W. Yale 54- 50

Team.
1000

Yards
56
54
48
48
50
46

Totals
168
158
158
lt>6
154,
150

Totals £24 318 302 044.


