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NEW| ZEALAND TABLET.

7

It was & vile invention of MazzINT, in 1847-'48, to cireulate the
story that Pore Prus IX. was o Freemason. 8o foolish "was the
fiction that its promoters, when asked ewken he became such, fixed-the
year 1808! when Giovanyi Maria Magrar-FERERRTTI, now Porpg
Prug IX., wos not seventeen years old! Freemasons will acknow-
ledge that & youth of that age could not have been s Mason. Bus,
moyeover, it happens that was the very yesr in which, in Qctober, at
the hande of Moneignor IwconTri, Bishop of Velterrn, he received
tonsure, thus entering the Eeclesiasticul Estate.

The absurdity of the allegation, in regard to one who had the
Listory of his life sccounted for, year by year, from his enrly youth,
did not need the good-natured denisl of the story, given by the Hory
Farrer.  And, this notwithstanding, we have a photograph of Pors
Prus IX.—circulated throngh Europe by Jews—from one of whom
we happened to get it—representing the POPE in the insignis of &
Gtrand Master Mason 1 .

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

The following appointments have been recently made :—The Rev,
Michaet Walsh to be Pastor of .8f. Bathans, including Blacks and
Clyde, Alexandria, Butcher's Gully, and German Hill, &c.; the Rev.
P. O’Leary, to Oamaru, and the Rev, James Gleasure to Dunedin.

NEWS OF THE WEEKX.
———

QOwinNe to the fact that there is no medical man located at St.
Bathan’s, the formation of the Medical Aid Club has been temporarily
deférred. A committee, however, hus been appointed, and we ander-
stand there is a probability of a branch of the Hibernian Society being
opened in the district, as also of other benefit societies. By such an
axrangement a sufficient sum would be gnaranteed to a medical man,
and thus the object sought by the club would be attained. With
regard to the Hiberninn Association, we have been informed that
eighteen months since a dispensation from the Executive Direotory at
Melbourne was obtained for the establishment of a lodge at 8t.
Batbaw’s, the preliminary expenses of which have been already de-
frayed, and as the late president of 5t. Joseph's Lodge, Dunedin, Mr.
¥. Bunny, is now a resident of the district, we have litile doubt be
will receive the necessary authovity for opening the contemplated
branch. .

WE LEARY that the Rev. Father Rollund, who wasremoved some
gix months ago from the West Const, has been re-transfervred to that
district. We understand the rev. gentleman will be placed in charge
of the Grey River Valley, lately vacated by the removal of the Rev.
Father Portrius to Wellington.

Tak ‘Thames Advertiser’ states that a letter has been received by
a gentleman resident in Shortland, from the Rev. Father Nivard, who
left New Zealand some time eince for the Chinese mission. At the
time of writing the rev. gentleman was in _t}le enjoyment of excellent
‘heglth, and maldng rapid progress in acquiring the Chinese language.

Tae Choral Society gave their second concert of the senson on
Tuesday evening, in the University Hall, the piece chosen being Sulli-
vax’s Oratorio of “The Prodigal Son” The attendance was good,
‘but, no doubt, owing to the late atiraction of Madame Goddard's
concerts, as much time as usual had not been devoted to rehearsal,
and, a8 a consequence, it was not so successful as others given by the
sovieby. The second part of the programme was of a miscellaneous
nature, introducing selections from “ Luerczis Borgia,” and * Luciadi
Tammermoor,” in addition o several choice songs. The concert, as
nsunl, was nnder the conductorship of Mr. Towsey, the principal
vocplists being the Misses Dick and Marshall, and Mesars. Newhury
and Toweey. . .

Tyg International Rifle Mateh between the Irish and Awericon
Tenms book place on the 26th Beptember, and terminated in o victory
by 3 points in favor of the latter, a result which, however, would have
‘been Teversed but for an unfortunate mistake on the part of one of
the representatives of Treland. The distances were 800, 900, and
1,000 yards, at which 15 shots were fired at each range, six competing
on ench side. As 1,080 was the highest possible score that could be
obtained, some ides of the shooting may be realised wlen it is stated
that the Americaus scored 934, and their opponents 931. During the
mgtch, Mr. Milner, one of the Irish feam, fived by mistakeat o wrong
target, at which he made a bull’s eye, which, if added to the score of
hia ride, would have made the Irishmen 935, against 934, thus leaving
them winners by one point. Thp target used on the occasion was of
iyon, eix feet high, by twelve -wide, the bull's eye being three feet
aquare, The highest scores durmgf:.:he match were made by Fulten

{or the Americans with 171 ; and Rigby, of the Irish team, with 163,
The Irish Team was accompanind to America by 8ir Maurice Brooks,

Tord Mayor of Dublin, Lord and Lady Massarene, Viscount Fervard;

Alderman Manning, of Dublin, and a number of Irish ladies. A de-
tailed account will be found in : ~sther eohunn.

Tur contemplated trip of I sers. Williamson and Sheelian, the
Super.ntendent and Provincial Wdarg;if Auckland, has been aban-
doned at the remonstrance of e Coloffial Secrotary. While paying
due diference to the notificatior - som the Grovernment, the Superin.
tendent defends the necessity and wisdom which prompted the step.
and deelares that the Premier befote his departure was aware and
approved of the design. .

P ~pEAKING of tignMost. Rev. Dr. Bedwood, in & paragraph before
the gimival of his Lordship, the ©Colonist’ says i—* We understand
tig? #5e Bishop of Wellington is expected tp arrive in Nelson abous
3 of the present month. Bi:l:gf Redwood has many old friends
andechool-fellows in Nelson, who will be glad to see him once more,
and there are numerous friends of his family outside of his own
Church, whe will welcome him on his return to the scenes of his boy-
heod. It is said that the Catholic Church is at the pregent time more
than usually vigilant in selecting for the office of Bishop, none but

men of the most approved ability and force of character, and the new-

Pishop of Wellington is reported to be & more than ordinarily able

man. . His Lordship's family came to New Zealand when he was quite
8 child, and be received his education at St. Mary's, Nelson, under the
direction of the Rev. Father Garin,, This is the first instance of u
youth educated in this Colony risingto.such a high and imporfant
ecclesinstical distinetion. Many old settlers will rejoice to do honour
to Dr Francis Redwood, the worthy son of an honored father. Dif-
ferences of faith need not defer paying proper respect to men of
ability and position in other commnnions, and especially they shoutd
not do eo in & case like this, where we are bound to the individual by
50 many local ties and pleasant memories of hyegone days.” _ .
I MAY be remembered that on the last visit of Smith’s Combina-
tion Troupe to this City,an itemin the performances given to juveniles
was a monster head, which appeared on the stage. At the time, the
Press were unanimous in denouncing its introduction, and we Tegret
learn that o continuance of it as part of the programme has been
attended with melancholy results, The ¢ Thames Advertiser’ statos :—
“ A very melancholy case of insanity oceurred in Anckland during the
vigib of Smith's Combination Variety Troupe, sbout three months ago,
which, we are sorry to learn has, contrary to expectation, proved per-
manent, in its effects. The unfortunate sufferer is o little girl living
on the west side of the city, whe attended the exhibitions, and was
thrown into a viplent state of terror by the appesrance of the huge
and, uglly head of ©Grandfather,’ who is ms.dg to devour two little
boys belonging to the Castro family. Many children who attended
the exhibition afterwards suffered severe nervous disorganisation, par-
ticularly from tervible dreams and startings, but in all instances in
their sleep, so far as we have heard, with the exception of the poor
child now alluded to, the effect of the fright gradually wors off, 'In
the case of the litile girl mentioned, however, reason seems to have

.been completely unhinged, snd the cohild, previously an inteiligent,

seusitive girl, shows signs of permanent imbeeility.”

THE opening and consecration of the newly-erected Cathelic
Church, at Greenstone, formed quite an interesting event in that dis-
trict on Wednesday week. The church, we understand, is a very neat
and substantial strocture, picturesquely situated om the hill at the
entrange to fhe new township, and e building which reflects credit
upon the liberality of the congregstion, upen the industry of the
pastor and committee, of which My, F. Keenan is chairman, and upon
the builder, Mr. J. H. King.  Af the ceremony of opening (says the
‘ Hokitika Leader) the officiating clergymen were the Rev. Fathers
Ecuyer, Martin, M‘Guinnees, and Chareyre, the latter being the Iocal
pastor.  After High Mass and the Benediction, Father Eeuyer
prenched an eloquent opening sermon, and the congregution testitied
their inferest in the work by a liberal subseription, which will go far
to freeing the committee from auy lighilities, In the celebration of
the Mass, the Misses Fitzsimmons, of Hokitiks, sang, and Mr. Gosson
accompanied on the harmonium, and it is searcely nepessary to say
thet their contribution to the solemnity of the service was, In an artistic
point of view, admirable. Other residents of Hokitik intefili¥d to
have been present, but illness and the unpleasant weather of the pre-
vious day interfered. As it was, there was a large attendance from all,
parts of the surrounding district, and there was a general expression
of satisfaction with the building, and the appropriateness of the
several services by which its opening was accompanied.

TaE fancy bazaar and gifi auction, given in aid of 8t. Patrick’s
Church Building Fund, Nuseby, has proved a thorough suceess, a sum
of over £240 being realised for the laudable purpose for which it was
organised. The local journal devotes a large amount of space fo a
detailed description of the amusements and prizes, and speaks of the
untiring efforts of the lady stall-holders on its behalf, to whose wn-
wearied zeal the suceess is meinly attributable. An original item in
connection with the programme was s “ Grand Donkey Procession,”
in which this patient and enduring animal was richly caparisoned with
festoons and diminutive flngs.

“ A STRANGE EUMOUR,” eays the ‘London Universe,” © is going
the rounds about the little gentleman who played auch a conspicuons
part in the Orton trial. It 1s eaid thot Dr. Kenealy has purchased an
estate in the county of Cork, and that he has determined to call it the
Tichborne Dole.” 1t is to be hoped, for the sake of the, good people
of Cork, that theve is no truth in this doleful story, and that thie anti,
Trish Irishman will devote all his time and presence to his pet project
“The Englishman,”

NEWS IN BRIEF.
P—

"A stray balloon of yellow silk, measuring about 800 cubiometres, .
fell at Bruyeves, near Beaumont (Seine-ot Oise). The car was quite:
intaet, but contained only two small bags of sand, a bottle of wine,,
and a clasp knife of severnl blades.

Licutenant Boyne, of the 38th he iment, walked to London and
back, & distance of seventy miles in half an hour less than the time
which he had undertaken to accomplish the journey—seventeen
hours. .

San Francisco has made greater progress during the past twelve
months than in sny similar period during jts history. The estiinated
population is 200,700-a gain since March, 1873, of 12,447, The
total, valuation' of chuxch property is sbout $6,000,000, nearly
$4,000,000 of which is owned by Catholica, ]

Forty-three thousand eight hundred and twenty-thrée conscripts
of the last Spanish lovy are now serving with the army. The sum at
present peid for exemption amounts to 39,600,000 reals. The Glovern.
ment will shortly send s reinforcement of 2,000 to Cuba.

The Italian paperas record the convietion at Modens of thres
brothers, the eldest scarcely twenty years of age, for the murder of
their father. Two of them committed the erime, while the third in.
structed them how to perpetrate it. - '

The Director of the Police at Posen has informed the Lady Ab.
bess of the Cormelite Convent there that all foreign members of the
community must leave the country within three days. The Lady Ab-
bess thereupon sent an appeal against *this decision to the Minister of
‘Justice, and has obtained an extension of the time allowed, .




