
AboutKura3.— Althoughthe desire to rule has been so oftenproductiveof fatalresults to princes, there are stillmen willing tosacrifice almost anything for a crown. It is estimated that out of
2540 emperors orkings who ruled 64 nations, 229 weredethroned, 64abdicated,20 committedsuicide,11 went mad,100diedonthebattle-field, 123 were made prisoners, 25 were pronounced martyrs andsaints,151 wereassasinated, 62 were poisoned,and 108 sentenced todeath. With this gloomy record staring him in the face, DonCarlosis vigorously strivingtoobtainpossessionof the Spanish crown, and
the Count Chambord wouldmake anequally stubborneffort tosecuretheFrench crown if encouragedby thefaintest glimmer of hope that
theattempt wouldbe successful.

A Wise Enactment.— The New York theatres are obliged topay a taxof 500dols.each to the "Society for the*Reformation ofJuvenileDelinquents," on theground that, as they assist to deprave
themindof youth they must aidin the reform. The managers nowintend to test tho constitutionality o£ thelaw. Their ground isnotthat tho Statehadnot the right to tax and regulate theatres under
the generalpoliceauthority reserved to the Stateby theFederalCon-stitution,but thatithadnoright to impose on theatresinthe guise
of alicense whatis already a fine'for thebenefit of aparticularformof organisedcharity.

The Royax Cbown op England.— Queen Victoria's crown iscomposedof hoopsof gold, inclosing a cap of deep purple,or ratherbluevelvet,the lioopsbeing completely covoredwith small diamonds,
andhaving a Maltese cross of brilliantson the topof it. This crosshas inits centreasplendid sapphire. The runof the crownis clus-
tered with brilliants,ornamented vrith.fleur de lis andMaltesecrossesequally rich. In frontof theMaltesecross, which is in thefront of
the crown, is tho celebratedheart-shaped ruby, traditionally said toJiayebeeu wornby theBlaok. Prince a.t tho Battle, of Creasy,audby

HenryV. at the.Battle of Agincouxfc. Beneath, in the circularrim,
is animmense,long sapphire. Thereare many otherpreciousgems,—emeralds, rubies, and sapphires— andseveral smallclusters of droppearls. r

Obigik or the Woed"Budo-et."— The word"budget," whichis used as synonymous with the financialstatementof the Chancellor01theExchequer ofParliament, seems to have been derived-in thefollowing manner:— A French author says, "The word 'budget,*
whichFrance has borrowedfromEngland,to express the estimate ofnotional receiptsandexpenditure,comesoriginally from theNorman-.French word bouquette,signifyingaleathernpurse or wallet. Itwasthe customof the early parliamentsinEngland toput into aleathernbag,or bouquette,the accounts submittedto the Commons,andhencethe wordpassedfrom the thing containing to the thing contained,and with this new signification returnedto France. Theword

'
bud-get lsfirstofficially used in the arret ofthe consuls, 4th Thermidor,yearX,and GerminalyearXI,ofthe-Republic."CuEioxrs Expebiment.— M. Krceing points out tho following

modeof determiningwhichof twoobjectsseenfromadistance isfurtheroff than the other:Let the reader suppose two trees, for instance,standing ina linewith the eye;if he moves his eye to the right, thetree whichis nearerwill appear tomoveto the left, and the otherwillseem tofollow themotion of the eye.
TheOldestRosebush.— ltis believedthat the oldest rosebushm the worldis one wHchis' traineduponone sideof the cathedral ofHildesheiininGermany. The root isburied under the crypt belowthe choir. The stemis a footthick, andhalf a dozenbranchesnearlycover the easternsideof the church,bearing countless flowersinsum-mer. Its age is unknown,butdocuments exist that prove that theBishopHezilo,nearly a thousandyears ago protected it by a stoneroof, whichis stillextant.
Peter the Geeat.— Aboardbearing the following inscriptionhas been recentlyputupin thenew ForeignCattle Market at Dept-ford, by order of the City officials:—":

— "
Here worked as a ship-car-

penterPeter, Czar of all the Russias, afterwards Peter the Great,
1698." That Peter the Great visited England is apparently dear
enough, but it has not been satisfactorilyproved that he worked
as a shipwrightinDeptforddockyard. The traditionalbolief is,"how-
eververystrong, and the greatCzar's titlehas been given to a streetin Deptford— a very wretchedand woe-begone one, and quite un-
worthy of thename.

MentalSystem.— The facultyof concentrating the mindon the
matterinhand, to the exclusion of all other things, is one of the
rarest and most valuablegifts with whichamancanbeendowed. Tocommence witha theory, to think itout to its legitimate results to a
concrete form, and, ifit be inmaterial science, to proceed to experi-
ment and practice,withoutdivergingin any direction from the pur-
pose, is possibleto very few men. And we donot think we areover-statingthe ease when we aasertthatinproportionas aman is gifted
with this faculty he willbecome a successful investigator of thephe-
nomena of nature. Certain it is, that themost eminent menintho
scientific worldhavebeenremarkable for thispowerof self-concentra-
tion;andthe study ofnatureandher laws

—
whichgo from process

to process, and fromfact to fact, bystrict inductionandwithinexor-
able logic

—
is thepursuitofall others for the employmentof this in-valuabletalent,as well as for theincrease of its strength. The study

of nature,inother words, science, is thebest occupationfor.thomind,
ifitbe desired tosystematize the thinking faculty,and to obtain tho
greatestresult fromthe exertion of theintellect. It is one phase of
the same power, of which thoroughness of work is another;for, if
if the ability ofmental concentration canbe acquired, it is by doing
most thoroughly andearnestly theAvorkinhand. So the true workor
and thinkernever wastes timeandstrengthingoing back to what ho
has accomplished;but,havingclone itonce,he is prepared for tho
nextprocess, and so goes on with the least possible dispersion of
mental force.

Sate the Chiidbeu.
—

Tear by year people are getting more
sensible ideas inregard to clothing children,and fewer lives are sacri-
ficed than formerly by the absurd, criminal method |[of dressing
children (or, rather,undressingthem)in low-neckedandshort-sleeved
dresses. Bin) still the custom is alarmingly prevalent, and people
should bo continually warned against it. A distinguished Paris
physician says he believes that during the twenty years he has
practiced his profession twenty thousand children have been carried
to the cemeteries, a sacrifice to the absurd custom of exposing their
arms. Put the bulb of a thermometerin a baby's mouth,and the
mercury rises to ninety degrees. Now carry the same to its little
hand;i£ the arm1be bare,and the eveningcool, themercurywill sink
to fifty degrees. Of course all the blood that flows through these
armsniust fall fromten tofortydegreesbelowthe temperatureof the
heart. "NeedIsay," he asks, "when these currents of the blood
flow back to the chest, the child's vitality is more or less compro-
mised? AndneedIadd thatwe ought not tobe surprisedat its fre-
quent recurring affections of the tongue, thioit, or stomach? Ihave
seenmore thanone child, withhabitual cough orhoarseness, entirely
relievedby shnply keeping thehands andarms warm.

Rbmgious Census ofSouthAusteawa.
—

TheSouth Australian
census of 1871shows 50,849 persons

— men, women, and children
—

describedas belonging to the Church of England. This number is
2739 per cent, of the whole population. The RomanCatholics havo
28,688,or15*44percent,ofthepopulationj theWesleyanMethodists,
27,075, or14

-
59 per cent.;the Lutherans,15,415, or B*3oper cent.;

the Presbyterians, 13,371, or720per cent.;the Baptists,8,731, or
4*70 per cent.;tie Primitive Methodists,8,207, or 4*72 per cent. 5
the Cougregationalists,7,969, or 429percent.;theBible Christiana,
7,758, or 4'lß per cent. The remainderof thepopulationcomprises
somemembers of the smaller denominations,with 5,436 objecting to
answer, and 3,802 whose religion is not stated. The Wesleyans and
Roman Catholics show the largest numerical increase since 1861.
The totalpopulation in 1871was 185,626— ma1e5, under 14, 39,936,
andabove thatage,55,472 j females, under14, 39192, aad abovethaiage, 51,626,
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WAIFS AND STRAYS.

ASinctolabRemedy.— WheneverBurke felthimself indisposedhe ordered a kettle of water to bekept boiling, of which liedranklargequantities, sometimes asmuch asfour andeven five quarts in amorning, withoutanymixture or infusion,andashot ashecouldbearit. Hismanner was topourabout apintat time intoabasin,and todrink it with a spoonas if it"hadbeen soup. Warm water, he said,wouldrelax andnauseate,buthot water was the finest stimulant and
mostpowerful restorative in the world. Hecertainly thought it asovereignremedy;andnot only tookithimself,but prescribedit withthe confidence ofa Sangrado to everypatient that cameinhis way.Long-Suit.— The longestlaw suit ever heardof inEngland was"betweentheheir of SirThomas Talbot,ViscountLisle, on the one
part, and the heir of LordBerkeley on the other,respecting certainpossessions not far from Watton-under-Edge, in the county ofGloucester. It commencedat the end of the reignof EdwardIV.,
and was pending till thereign ofJames 1., when a compromise tookplace,ithaving lastedabove onehundred and twenty years

AmbeicanVicissitudes.— The rise andfall of Pithole City, inthecentreof Pennsylvaniaoilregions, seemsalmost likea miracle. Inthreemonths after thefirsthouse wasbuilt,Pitholehad two theatres,
twonewspapers,an opera house, seventy-five hotels and salons— oneof 100,000 dols.,anda populationof 25,000people. Now the inha-bitants have vanished,the theatres are closed, the newspapersre-moved,the oil wells are dry, and theplaceis lapsing into its originaldesolationas rapidly asit w.asbuiltup. Thereare scarcely one hun-dred peopleleft.

Anecdote ofNapoleon I.— ltwas in 1796. Josephine, beforemarryingGeneralBonaparte,consulted her lawyer,M.Raquideau,asto her union with the young victor of SaintRoch. "It's folly," an-ewered the sage manof law, "perfect folly, tomarry a young officer
without fortune and withoutfuture." But Josephine badmore con-fidencestill in theoracles of Mdlle.Lenormand, the celebrated for-tune-teller;or rather she did as people often do afterasking advice,she followedher ownmind, and did well. Bonaparteheard of theopinion passed upon him,and made his wayin spite of M.Raqui-
deau's doubt, andthe youngofficer became Emperor. But, although
hehad advanced nmch,he had forgottennothing. When he wasattiredinhis coronation robes, anda few minutes before proceeding
toNotreDame,ho called out ina voice of thunder,"LetRaquideaabebrought!

"
The poor notary thought he hadsigned his last con-

tract.
"Well," said the Emperor,as soon as he perceived him,

"here is the man without fortune and withoutfuttire!" and then,
afteramischievouspause ofa few minutes, heturned to the confusedlawyer, and said,"Iname youlawyer to the family." Josephine didwell, they say. Can we think so,if we rememberher after suffering,and'the agony of thatnight when,knowingher fate, she drew Bona-
parte to the window, and,pointing to the sky, said, prophetically,"Like those twostars, wehaverisen together, and separatedwe shallfall."

TheFibstEnglishCopper Coinage.— The first copper coinage
consisted solely of farthings,andwas issued in the reigns of James I.
andCharles I. Charles IE.issued halfpence and farthings. Penny
and twopennypieces were first coined in theearly part of theroign
of George111. [We have, however,readof thereasonof theirbeingso called, which,if true, would upset this assertion. It has teen
stated that when pennies wore first coined, they had two deep inci-sions, crossing each other,and dividing theminto four equal parts.When the smaller sumswere required,it could be brokeninto either
twoor four pieces— tho larger being called half-pence; the smallerfour-things, afterwards pervertedto farthings.

Cubious Dibcoveey.— In 1596 the Dutch explorers inNovaZeinblaconstructed a small woodenbut. Captain Carslen, in a fishing
exhibitionbetweenSeptember9th andNovember4th, 1873, made the
tourof NovaZembla,during whichhe discoveredthis house fallentoruins, andcompletelycoveredwith ice. Init he found150 objectsof
interest 5 amongstother things, books which, after nearly 300years,are in'a good state of preservation. This collection is tobe placed inthe MuseumofAmsterdam.
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