
W. SWANSON, ESQ., M.H.R.— THE R. C. CHURCH.— THE
PROGRESS OF SCIENCE.

Wheu imperfectlyeducated and inveterately prejudiced enemies o£
theChurchhavea mindto prove that she is anenemy toscience, the
case of Galileois everready to their hand. A celebrated member of
the Legislature and a secularist,Mr.W. Swanson, threw thecase of
Galileoin my teeth a short time ago, when justifyinghis views as a
secularist. These gentlemen take goodcare to tell only a part of
Galileo'sstory, and of the relation of the Church to his systemof
astronomy, for thebest of. reasonsperhaps,becausethey donot know
the whole story. We .are all aware that a half-told story is very
convenient for certain dishonestpurposes/andthat to suppress partof
the truthis often the worst form of direct falsehood. Itis true that
Galileowaspersecutedin one sense,anditis true thathis greatpre-
decessor,Copernicus, was also persecuted by calumnious tongues,if
nototherwise,and that in,bothcases ecclesiasticswere the persecutors.
But Galileo taught his system for years in the ItalianUniversities,
with the fullknowledge of dignitaries of the Catholic Church, and
when in the full height of his fame as a teacher of the Copernican
system of astronomy, thethen Popereceivedhim inRome withevery
publicmark of friendship andhonor. A successor of this Pope not
only adoptedGalileo's system,but,by his thorough knowledge of it,
turnedit toa most valuable practical purpose. By means of it he
introducedamorecorrect computation of time, the benefit of which
theChristian world,with the exceptionof Russia,enjoy at this day.
The presentis called the GregorianCalendar, inhonor of the eminent
Pope who introduced it. Galileo's great predecessor, Copernicus,
dedicatedhis immortal work on "The Revolution of the Heavenly
Bodies" to Pope Paul 111., because he said his Holiness was,of all
menliving, the best qualified,by his profound knowledge of mathe-
matics, to judge of its merits, and to defend his reputation from
ignorant andmalicious traducers. Ihave never had an opportunity
of seeing infull the reportof the judicial proceedings of the Court
before "which Galileo was tried at Rome, andshould like if any of
yourlearnedreaders wouldsaywheresuch could be obtained. Indi-
vidual ecclesiastics— and Ipresume even ecclesiastical Courts of
inferior jurisdiction—

maymeddle with things they donotunderstand,
andgo far out of theirdepth. Certainit ib,the Church, as a leading
authority,does not pretend,andnever didpretend,topronounce with
infallible certainty onpure questions of physical science. If Galileo
was persecuted, the Church, in her corporate capacity, wasnot the
persecutor. HerPopesandhigh dignitaries

—
Catholickings, princes,

and noblemen— have been among the most zealous and munificent
patronsof science andlearning inpastages. They maybe so inthe
future. Itis anotoriousfact thatail the greatUniversities inEurope
were foundedby Popes, or under their auspices, without the aidof
education rates or taxes. Our own matchless Alfredled the way— a
Catholic Sovereign, the latchet of whose shoesevenQueen Victoria
wouldnot be worthy to untie.— Laic.

P.S.
—

ModernProtestantscholars andphilosophers,whilereaping
all the advantages which their Catholic predecessorsinpastageshave
given tliem, often turn round, and with base andblack ingratitude,
reproaclithem,andtheChurch whichpatronised them, as the enemies
of allprogress. Mr W.Swanson does not pretendtobe a scholar or
philosopher,yethe makesmisuse of the little knowledge he possesses
to misrepresentand blacken the character of the Roman Catholic
Church andher clex'gy.

OPENING OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,
TIMARU.

Foesome timepast theRpman Catholic portion ofour community
have been conducting their services in a very humblemannerina
building not at all appropriatefor such solemnobservances. Mainly
through the exertions of the Rev. Father Chataignier, however, a
movement has been afoot, having for its objeot the erection of a
proper placeof worship, andaccordinglysubscriptionshavebeen freely
given for the purpose, the result being thehandsome littlebuilding
whichwas opened for Divine worship onSunday last.

The building itself is situate on a sectionof land on the western
sideofthe boundaryof the town facingits junction with Brown&treet.
The foundations are ofblue stone, three feet in height, the church, as
isusualwithall Romish ones, "being cruciform. Itis builtin accord-
ance with theGothic style of architecture, and presentsa verypretty
appearance,beingquiteanornament to this portionof the town. Its
total length from east to west is 55ft., and the extreme width35ft.
The walls, from the foundationto the eaves,are 13ft. inheight, ana
fromthe levelof the ground to the apex of the roof is nearly 32ft.
The iteeple issituatedon the southern sideof the church, being60ft.
inheight, surmountedbya cross. The roofis shingled, a portionof
whichis colored. The porch by whichthechurch isentered,is situate
»t Jhe south-western part, is Bft.by 4ft., the steps leading up" to the

-^building being of dressed blue stone, and the floor of the porch
cemented. The interior of the church is 33ft. in lengthby 24ft. in
width. The chancelat the easternendis20ft. inlength, being apsidal
in shspe. The sanctuary is reached from thebody of the churchby
two steps,on the top oneof which is the communion rail. At tbe
further endof this sanctuary are twomore stepsleading to the altar.
The whole of the work in the interior of the building is ofaGothiccharacter,beinguniform throughout to the walls. Over the altar are
placed three stained glaes windows, the centre one repiesentingthe
LordJesus, to the left, the Virgin Mary,and to theright,St.Joseph.
Thereare also twoother stained glass windows in the chancel,in fact,
alltherest ofthemin the church are stained also. On thenorthside,
there is a recess for the singers and tbe harmonium, the dimensions
being10ft. bysft. The vestry is a small room on the ground floor of
the steeple, and which can also be entered by o door from the outside
of thebuilding. At the extremeeasternend are theconfessionals, Bft.
by 4ft. Ascending a flight of steps from the vestry the second and
third floors of the steepleare reached. In the fourthstory the bell,
whichweighs 2 cwt.is hung. The church is furnished withcomfort-
able seats andvarnished. The altar which is ofpartly carvedGothic
workis furnished withsix candlesticks, towards themiddle ofeach of
whichare shields bearing the sacred monogram ingilt lettersona blue
ground. Itis also tastefully decorated with artificial flowers, the
wholeofwhich, when the candles arelightedhavea verypretty effect.
Intherood at the entrance tothe chancel is a wooden crncifix,under
whichis a lighted candle.

As webefore stated, the architect is theRev. FatherChataignier,
and the contractors Messrs Derby andPhilps.

OnSundaymorninglast theRomanCatholics ofTimaruassembled
for the first time in this church, which will be dedicatedto theSacred
HeartofJesus,and will shortly be consecrated byBishopRedwood.

The services were conductedby the Rev. Father Chataignier, who
wasattired inrich vestments, attendedby five acolytes, inaccordance
with theRomish ritual. The harmonium was presided over by Miss
Griffin, and the solos wererendered very effectivelyby Miss Fiddler.

After the celebration of the mass and theHolyEucharist, the
Rev. Father Chataignier preached a short sermon, taking as his text
tbe first verseof the 121st Psalm, Douay version

— "Irejoice at the
things that were said tome:weshall go to the house of the Lord."
He remarkedthat he deemed these words as a fit expressionof the
feelings whichhad taken the steps of bis flock thither that day. To
him it was a day of unalloyedandsanctified gladness. He rejoiced
because hehadat ?ast, at thepriceof much anxiety and of no small
outlay of means, beenenabledtoofferahouse tohis LordJesus. He
rejoiced because they werepermitted toofferahouse to thesacramental
indwelling oftheir God andSaviour. He rejoiced because henceforth
they would meetundera roof more worthy of Him, wherein toadore
Him inhumility of soul, andoffer tohim the sweet incenseof praise,
andraise towards His throne the childlike accents of confidentprayer
ortbesilentsighs of a sorrowfulheart. With greater means at their
disposal— had they beenmorenumerous, instead of being a few units
only, lost, as it were, amongst the hundredsmakingup this commu-
nity— they might have been entitled to borrow other words of the
Psalmist, and looking oh amajestic andmore extensivepile;exclaimed
with jubilant soul,"How lovely are thy tabernacles, O LordGodof
Hosts." Their church became from that time the residence in this
townof theEucharisticpresence, waitingfor humblesupplications,and
sorrowfulentreaties, tomeet thefirst witha refreshing showerofDivine
grace, and the latter with words of forgiveness andof peace. Itwould
also be to tbe hungered, world-weary, weakened, woundedsoul, the
houseof bread,another Bethlehem, wherein the Divine charity would
keep alwaysready athanda feast of love. One furtherconsideration
wouldaddtotbe loveliness of their church. With the sanctionof their. now soon-expectedBishop,it wouldbe dedicated to the SacredHeart
of Jesus:its nameby anticipation,"TheChurchof the SacredHeart."
The rev. gentleman explained the reasons for naming the church as
above,and proceededto remark that such considerations guided him
indoing so,and he thought he wouldplacehis flock, goodandbad, in
thewounds ofthe SacredHeart,and thus gradually draw them to the
contemplationof itsloveliness,andmostmercifulandboundlesschavity.
They wouldnow join inprayerandholy sacrifice, begging through the
merits of theSacred Victim, Jesus, help for the fulfilment of their
hopefuldistrict, while-He came for the first time to takepossessionof
theHouse they had built lor Him,and to consecrate it by His sancti-
fyingpresence.

At the conclusionof the sermon a collection was made, which
resulted in the handsome sum. of £46 being added to theBuilding
Fond,

ST. PATRICK AND ST. COLUMBA, CATHOLIC
PIONEERS OF IRISH AND SCOTCH CIVILISATION.

Auckland.
The conductorsof theProtestant Pressin this colony— themen who
profess "to lead," but who so frequently misleadand deceive the
people onsubjects connected with the Catholic Church

— might study
with profit the lives of St. Patrick and St. Cohunba, as given inthe
first volume of "Dr. Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopcedia"

—
a Protestant

wort. They wouldtherefindhoththeir ownignoranceandingratitude
sternlyrebuked. The above twoeminent saints not only introduced
Christianity among the idolatrous and barbarous natives of Ireland
and Scotland, but they laid the foundations of that proficiency in
literatureandthepracticalartsof lifefor which the people ofScotland
andIrelandhave ever since been socelebrated,and for which they are
so highly distinguished at this day. Even in their day

—
nearly

fourteen hundredyears ago
—

we see evidence of theexistence of that
burning zeal or passionfor letters, and for the advancement of tho
Christian religion, whichmarks thecharacter of the Scotch andIrish
people inour own time. St.Patrick and St. Columba preachedtono
cold orunwilling hearers,and theirefforts to advance the interestsof
religion andsecular learning, as wellas the practicalarts, werenobly
secondedby those whohad just receivedthe faithandlove of Christ
at their hands. These are the lights andornaments andsupports of a-
Church, which ourmodern

"
gentlemen of the Press" and platform

orators seek to persuade the million is ever hostile toall social pro-
gress,anddesires aboveallthings to ke3p her children in ignorance,
for the most unworthy of purposes. The very same spirit which
animatedtheRoman Catholic Church inScotlandandIrelandwhen
St.PatrickandSt.Columba livedanimates her still. What acontrast
between thecharacters of St.PatrickandSt.Columbaand thatof the
barbarianKnox, who,-with his worldly,ambitious,andblood-thirsty
accomplices,did somuch to bring reproach on Scotland and Christ-
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In concluding our reportofthe opening ofthechuroh, wehare to
congratulate the RomanCatholicsof Timaru, first on having such an
indefatigableclergyman as the Rev. [Father Ohataignier, -who also was
the architect and superintendentof thebuilding, andalso in possessing
such aprettychurch as-was openedfor the fir3t timeon.Sunday last.

—
t South Canterbury Times.'
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