
thePress ofDunedin uponthe formationof the Club,and he hoped
that those connected with thePress inother towns wouldby-and-bye
determineto unite for socialintercourse. This would tend to improve
the toneofthe Press

—
the tone of newspapers towards eathother

—
whatevereffect it mayhaveuponunfortunatepersons tobe attacked.(Laughter.) Perhaps themaximof thePress wouldbe likethe maxim
attributed to attorneys

—
tobe like shears, not to cut themselves, but

whatcamebetween. (Laughter.) He wouldnowcometowhat would
beof interest to his hearers,' the early history of thePress of this
Colony. Though not an Irishman, he would make something like abull,'and Bay he knew thePress of New Zealand before it existed.
The first systematicattempt to colonise New Zealand wasmade by the
New Zealand Company. This company, after somedifficulties, oppo-
sition, andso forth, established what they called the first Colony at
Wellington. Before this Colony was started, anewspaper was pro-
jectedasnecessary for the settlers. This newspaper, it was decided,
■was tobe edited by aMrRevans, who now lived in the Wairarapa
"Valley. The first number of the first newspaper tobe established in
ITew Zealandwaspublished inLondon upon the 6thofSeptember,
1839— one month before the colonistsleftLondon. He was, there-fore, they would see, justified in saying that he knew the Press
of New Zealand when it was only in the womb of time.
(Applause.) The little history he was about to give them
■was really very interesting. The first batch of colonists
started from the Thames

—
from Gravesend

—
in the month of

October, and the first ship, the Aurora, arrivedin New Zealand on'the
24thof June. She was followedby the Oriental, the Duke of Eox-burgb, theBengal Merchant, the Adelaide,which had on board the
press,plant, andbuilding for the establishmentof the firßt newspaper
inNew Zealand. She brought.building, press, types, editor, and two
or three compositors. (Laughter). Mr Bevans, who was on board
this ship, met there an intelligent lad

—
almost aboy

—
known tosome

of you,MrThomas McKenzie,or TomMcKenzie, as they used to callbin?. He became Mr Eeyans's apprentice. The Adelaide, with all
thematerials for theestablishmentofanewspaper, droppedanchoron
the 7thofMarch. Everything necessary for the paper was landed
three weeks after the Adelaide droppedanchor, and the firstnumber
of thepaper was issued on the ISfch of April, or six weeksafter the
vesseldroppedanchor. The name of this publicationwas the * New
Zealand Gazette,' and it was continued for four years, when Mr
Hevansleft itto follow other pursuits. He became a squatter, and
tookuplandin the WairarapaValley,whichhegot from thenatives.
The '

Gazettee
'

was then taken in hand by two of theprinters,includingMrMcKenzine,andits name was changedto the " Welling-
tonIndependent,' whichnewspaper was inexistence until thepresentyear, whenit mergedinto the « New Zealand Times,' and became a
dailypaper. Hebelieved that Mr McKenzie was connected withitstill, andhe also believed that Mr McKenzie was the oldestpressman
that wasconnected with thepracticalpart of theworkinNew Zealand.Althoughthis was the first newspaper in the Colony, hedidnot meanto say thatthepress whichprinted the

'
New Zealand Gazette,' was

the firstprinting press. The Missionaries had a small printing pressat Pahiamany yearsbefore, with whichthey used to print little booksfor the instruction of the Maoris
—

printing prayers,and so forth—
extracts from the Scriptures printed m Maori, anda little grammar
andaccidence for teaching theMaorisEnglish. Itwas not verygoodpress work, but it was useful in its lime. There wasalso anotherlittle press that existed in fche Colony before Mr Bevans'spress made its appearance upon the shores of Port Nichol-
json. Colonel Wakefield, an agent of the New Zealand Com-pany, had arrived three months before in the ship Tory for thepurpose of buying land from the Natives. He brought withhim alittletoypress

—
ablockpress

—
which measured about fourteenincheseither way. Itwas intended to use it for printing notices, but hebelievedit was never used for thepurpose for whichit wasbrought

out. One day he (Judge Chapman) went into Colonel Wakefield'soffice,and espied this same press, and, having a little affection forpresses, hebegan toask him about it. He lookedat it, andsaid, "ByJove,Iwill send for one of those presses for my boye." ColonelWakefieldverykindly gave him the press, andsent it to him, where-uponho introducedhis eldestson to therudimentsofpracticalprinting.A lot of boysat that time formedaCricketClub,and their resolutions—
which were discussed with quite as much gravity as characterised thediscussionof therules of thePress Club earlier in the evening

—
werenot only reducedto writing, but were actually set upandprinted byhis boy, with a little assistance fromhimself. (Applause.) He wasonly sorryhe hadnot keptcopies of some of them. What became ofthispress he didnot know. They all knew how boys neglectedtheii.'toys. He took it to Victoriawith him whenhe went to thatColony,andhedid not know where it was now. Itwas the second printin*pressintroducedinto the Colony of New Zealand. The early historyof the Colony was often alluded to in the Press of thepresent day.Shortly after the arrival of the first batch of immigrants, CaptaiuHobaon, E.N., landed at the Bay of Islands, and declaredhimselfGovernorof theColony. Heintended toestablish a township at thacplace,andmale it the capital of New Zealand. He found the placeinconvenient, however, and removed to what wenow call Auckland.The first newspaper establishedat Auckland was called the 'Herald.'There was another newspaper started at the sameplace, whichhadrather a curious story. The proprietorhad plenty of type,butunfor-tunately he had not a press. Hebought a mangle— (laughter)— eosomebody's mothermusthave sold her mangle

—
(renewed laughter)-—as policemensaidin the witness-boxsometimes,"he didnot knowofhis ownknowledge" thathe hadever seena mangle. He hadheardofthem, however, and a good many jokes were made about thisone.The paper used to say,"We have stopped themangle" to insert somenewsoiinterest. (Laughter.) Thesewere the Aucklandpapers. Now inWellington the'NewZealandGazette' soonhadrivals. The first was es-tablished by MrHanson,now the ChiefJusticeof SouthAustralia,who

at that time fellout with the Government, andestablishedan indepen-dentpaper. The paper was well written, for Mr Hansonwasaman ofOut somehowor other,it didnot find favor with thecolonists,

NotBad foeJack.
—

AWest CoastpaperrelatesIhefollowinggood
story:-— "One ofthebest things wehareheardforalong time,coniesin
anEnglishletter to anoldandrespectedresidentof Coromandel,and
asithas not beeninprint wehavemuchpleasureinmakingitpublic.
When Sir GarnetWoolsey wasembarkinghis forces for the Ashautce
expedition,a detachment of Eoyal Artillery was tho first to embark.
AsJack washanding the luggage up,he called out the address— Cap-
tain E.A.;Lieut. E.A., &c, &c. Witha comicallookhe
squinted tohis mate on deck and said

'
Shiver my timbers, Bill, if

Solomonin allhis glory wasE.A.'d. (arrayed)like these fellowsare.'
Bill explodedandso Ijajeall whoheardthe joke,which is too goodto
be lost,— 'Mail,1
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and died after a twelve months' existence. The then Wellingtonpaper, called the 'Spectator,' rana courseof tenor eleven years. He■wouldnow cast his eyesback to England, which brought him to hisfirstpersonalconnection with that part of thePress relating toNewZealand. When the colonists started for this land in1839he hadanumber ofold friendsamong them, Mr Revans, Mr Molesworth, MrPeter, Dr.Fitzherbert,anda great many of theoldest colonists. Howasacquainted witha large number of them,andhe promised themthathe wouldestablish a smallnewspaperinLondon towatchover thecolonists. He carried outhis promise,andstarteda small paper which
was called the

'
New Zealand Journal.' Itwaspublishedoncea fort-night, andwas something about the samesize.as ihe'HomeNews,' orthe'LondonSpectator.' After hehadkept this paper going for threeyears,he began toget into practice, andlie sold it. Some six oreightmonths after this he was appointed Judge, and came outto thisColony. Hehad ten volumesofthe " New Zealand' here,anda veryinteresting record it was. Every public document relating to NewZealandwhich made its appearance at the time;found its wayintothis journal, from first to last,so thatitnow constituted a completerecord of the history ofthe colonisation, of New Zealandfor the firatten years of its existence The journal was afterwards merged intothe

'
AustralianGazette,' which afterwards became the 'AustralianandNew ZealandGazette,' andwas edited by an old New Zealandcolonist,-who held the office for many years. He hada complete tol-umeof itit,buthehad lost sight of itfor a time. Manywouldre-collect that,at the timehewas speaking of, thecolonistsonlynumberedabout1198. He came to New Zealand in 1842, threeyearsafter theColony wasestablished. He could sum up all that was thenknownabout the MiddleIslandina few words. They knew that there was

such aplaceas PortCooper,nowLyttelton, andtheyalso knew ofsuchapersonasJohnJones,ofWaikouaiti, inOtakou, as theNativescalledthe place. They just knew thatthere was such a place,and this wasall they knew except what they couldlearn from CaptainCook'smapsand charts. Let them look how the Colony had grownsince then.The only article of export at this time was whale oil, whioh was
exportedto the value of about £25,000 a year,which at that time was
not bad for a Colony with only 1100 people. They had no other
export trade. It was only some years after the time he was nowspeaking of that sheep were introduced. At Home the people
believed that there was nothing but fern in the Colony, andtbat there was not a place where a beast or a sheep could be put
to feed unless grass were artificially raised for bin:. Only in later
times the vast grassplains were heardabout. Then persons used to
comeand say that they had seen grass, and a few specimens werebrought in. Let them look at the resources now. After alluding
to thepresent prosperous state of New Zealand,His Honor wenton
tosay that the Presshadgreatly contributed to thegeneral welfareof
the Colony. He was,of course, addressing favorableears;but if hewereaddressing ameetingof 60 or 70persona,notone of whomwas
personally interestedin thePress, all would agree that thePresshad
maintaineda veryrespectable character in the whole of this Colony.
Now and thenanewspaper lost its temper, just as a lawyer did,but
generally the newspapers here were alive to the interests of the
Colony. The Press was open to contributors who would take the
trouble toinvestigateany matter of interest to the Colony,and these
matters were discussed in as fair and reasonable a manner as they
could boby anyPress on thefaceoftheearth. Itwaswith very great
pleasurethatheproposedthe toast,not of the Press of New Zealand—

butof the Press Club, which institution he had no doubt would
not only producea great deal of good-fellowship, but wouldtendin-
directly to improve the tone ofthePress.

—
(Applause.)

The toast wasdrunk withenthusiasm.
The Chairman, in replying on behalf of the Club, said thathewas sure that they were all interested iv the Judge's account of the

New ZealandPress. Whenhe (JudgeChapman) saw the first issues
of thePress in the early days he probably never thought he wouldbe
present at the inauguration of a Press Club in Dunedinashe had.
The Judge's presencehadgiven theman idea ofwhatcouldbe success-
fully accomplishedin New Zealand. After some remarks "anent the
literaryclubsof Goldsmith'sday, the Speaker wenton to say that the
time might.come when peoplewould be criticising the doings of their
Club. Therefore itbecame themto watch,theiractions,andendeavorto
promote the Institution in every possible way.

— (Hear, hear.) The
end of the Club was not to supply only amusement, but to providea
second home where they might meetfor confidenceand friendly inter-
course. When helooked uponthose "whomheknew,hehadnodoubt
that they"wouldall experience their greatestpleasureinpromoting the
interestsof the Club. They were all obliged toHis Honor for having
given them aninsight into the early history of the Press inNew Zea-
land, and in his presence they had been honored that evening.—
(Applause.)

The other toasts proposedwere—" Our Visitors," which wasre-
Bponded toby HisHonor the Judge, who gavesomemore interesting
reminiscences j

"The Hon.Secretary,MrHumphries;
" "The Presi-

dent,Mr George Bell;
"

and "MrB. L. Farjeon," whose successful
career was the theme ofmuch enviable admiration.

Atan early hour the company dispersed, after apleasantevening
spent in the inauguration of what cannot fail to be a very useful
institution.1
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