
AmiserlysettleratHamilton(Waikato), whose wife was onherdeath-bed,refused topay the travellingexpenses ofhis son whom the
dyingmother wished to see. After the woman died he bought a
packing case,nailed abit ofblack cloth onit, onwhichhe chalked
her name, andthus she wasburied.

The following appearsin the
'

WanganuiHerald
'
in the shapeof

anadvertisement:— "For sale,cheap.
—

Thepewterdrinkingpotgiven
by the WanganuiRifle Association as a silver cup, atthe last spring
meeting. Price— any sum exceedingss. Thepot was given as first
prize, the second prizebeing £2."

Flourat thePalmer River is fetching £300 per ton.
A rumour is current in Wellingtonthat SirDonaldM'Leanis tobe offered theGovernorship ofFiji, but it is not knownwhether tho

rumourhas any foundation.
Aboutone-third of the youngcattle in Aucklandis said tohavo

been lost through the Bevere weather.
The New ZealandInsuranceCompanyhas increasedits capitalto

onemillionpoundsin£10 shares.
._ Jud&eGbay was ratherunfortunate during his recent visit lo

Queenstown. On the tripuphisHonor lostaroll ofnotescontaining
£28. The loss wasnot discovereduntilafterhearrivedat Clyde,and
themannerof the loss is also unknown.

Thb Christchurch City Council,with onlyone dissentieul,has
resolvedto discontinueat the endof thepresent year the allowanceof £300 a yearmade tothe Mayor for officialexpenses.

The Melbourne'Argus' thus sums up the conclusion of a speech
recentlymade by Mr Langton,on the questionofFree Trade v.Pro-
tection:—":

— "The resultof ten yearsProtectionis this
—

that after de-
ducting the gold, wool,cattle, andsheep imported from neighboringColonies, our^imports have fallenoff from £14,336,004, in1864, to£10,604,064 in 1873, our popiuation having increased in the interval
from605,500 to 800,000. During the samedecade our exports,after
making similar deductions, have dwindleddown from £3,529,864 lo£2,743,257 ;so that, while there was an increase of 254in thepopu-lation, there wasa decrease of17*6 per cent, in the exports.

A half-caste boy, ten years of age, was drownedinWellington
harbor on the afternoonof the 19th iiist.

Mr JohnDalgleish has been appointedmanagerof the Invercar-gillbranchof thenew ColonialBank.
MrHawthornehas resignedhis position as Rector of the High

School.
Theday of departure of the Northern goldfields Jescorb from

Clyde is altered from the first Monday tothe thirdMonday in eachmonth, and the next escort will uobbe despatchedtill the 16th ofNovember.
Theyieldofgold of the ShotoverTerrace Company for the past

fortnight amounted to 330z. 15gr., thework during thatperiodhaving
beenprincipally confined tofresh timbering the ground.

Mr GeorgeIreland,M.P.C. for Roxburgh,addressed his consti-tuentsonSaturday eveninglast.
Accordingto aBerlinpaper thoBritishGovernmenthas been forsome time in correspondence with foreignPowers on the subjectof

internationalregulations as to collisions at sea. Proposals have been
submittedby England which, willprobably resultin"the calling of an
internationalconference.

Atameetingofthe tobacco tradeof Scotland it was agreed to
raise theprice ofthemanufactured article in consequence of an anti-
cipated lightcrop in America this season.

Thbninth show'of theTimaruAgriculturalandPastoralAssocia-
tion washeldon the 28th ult. The weather on this occasionproved
remarkably fine,and the number of visitors and exhibits were un-
usuallylarge. The Timaru ArtilleryBand was in attendance, and
discoursedsomeof themostexcellent musicduring theafternoon.

An inquest was held at Roxburgh on Wednesday, the 28th
October, before W. L.Simpson, Esq., coroner,on the body of the
unfortunatemanEdwardMorrison,late Town Clerk, Roxburgh,-who,
it transpired,hadon thepreviousnight committed suicideby hanging
himself toarafterin theupperroomofH.M'Dowall'shouse. From
the evidence adduced there could be no doubt as to the fact of the
manbeingin anunsound stateof mind at the time,anda verdict of"Temporary insanity" was returned accordingly. The jury, prior to
arriving at their decision, Avished the Court to be cleared, but,,con-
trary to the usual andpropercustom, the* coroner remained, as alsodidanother individual, at the coroner's request,but who was in no
wayconnectedwith the case. The jury,after deliberation,arrivedat
theirverdict, andadded a rider to the effect,"That they much re-
grettedthe long and -unnecessary delay (Sunday to Wednesday) which
had occurredinhaving aninquest held." The coroner,in a rather
"warm manner, appearedanything butpleasedwiththe rider,andposi-
tively declinedtoacceptof it, adding he wasa coroner all over New
Zealand,andwouldarrangefor holdinginquestswhen heliked. Some
of the jury suggested that any of the resident localJ.P.s could have
conducted the inquiry; but the coroner declared that no J.P.
Bhouldholdaninquest, except with hispermission. So in this case,
where there was no evidenceof a suspicious character adduced, the
publichad tosubmit to thepainfulinfliction ofhaving the body of a
Buicide remaining i» a private family'shouse for four days,one wit-
ness detained three days awaiting the inquest, and the incurring of
cost of travelling by coroner from Clyde, a distance of thirty-five
miles, all of which annoyance could have been easily avoided. Thefuneral, whichwas largely attendedby the residents in the neighbor-
hood, tookplaceimmediately after the inquest,at 7o'clockp.m.,under
the charge of theOddfellows'Society, whoseservice was read at the
grave.

TheInvercargill correspondent of the
'Bruce Herald

'
says:

—"
ConstableBoyd, stationedat Winton,wasbrought into the Hospital

Wednesday last,having beenseverely bruised on theprevious evening
by being thrown from his horse near to the township of Winton.
The occasion of his mishap was a very singularone, andexceedingly
difficult of explanation. Shortly after seven o'clock in the evening,
thenight being darkand squally, Constable Boyd, travelling towards
Winton, andbeing close to theMeat Preserving Works, observedthe
outline of a man among the tussocks on the roadside, and sboitly
afterpassing him the discharge ofa gun from the spot caused the
constable's horse to jump from, the roadinto the drain atthe side,
whenimmediately a second shot was fired,at which the horse again
plunged andgot out, but not without throwing his rider, who was
muchBhakenandbruised,and ultimately, with great difficulty,made
his way to the township. No clue isheld to the discovery of theman
who fired the shots,andno motive canbe assigned for the act. The
constableis going onverywell,and willprobably soonget round."

Oub horticulturalreaders willbe interested in hearing that a
Kelson gentleman, Mr Lightband, has discovereda, remedy for the
blight on fruit trees. From the

'Colonist', we learnthat for along
time Mr Lightband's treessuffered considerably from bothscaly and
Americanblight, and he triedmany so-called remedies, but without
success. At length, however,he hit upona planby Avhich he has
succeeded in eradicating the disease entirely. For the American
blight he found thatby graftinganapple tree withanother speciesof
the same fruit (slips from trees bearingan early dessert anda late
apple being xised as grafts)— the blight was completely destroyed.
The grafting process only applies to the American disease, but Mr
Lightbandhappily discoveredanequallygoodcure for the scaly blight.
He states thathe dissolved one pound of caustic soda in a gallon of
waterandappliedthemixture to the diseased trees with a syringe on
a fine winter's day. The treesso treated arc nowclean andhealthy,
thescaly blighthavingdisappeared,at least for this season,andshould
it re-appear nextyear, the remedy caneasily bere-applied. MrLight-
banddesires us tostate thathe willbe happy to showthe trees toany
personinterested, andgive a full explanation.

OnTuesday morning AssistantBailiffGibb found aparcel-which
containeda child, apparently newly-born. When on duty nearthe
Cattle-yards, findingit necessary togo into the bush there to obtain
shelter fromthe rain,he observedapaperparcellying on theground.
On partly opening it he found it contained a young child, and he
immediately reported the matter to the police, by whomit wasre-
moved to theHospital. Itwas thendead. The police areendeavor-
ing to find tracesof themother of the child.

Thb Superintendent of the Auckland Fire Brigade, Mr John
Hughes, formerly of this city, appears to be giving great satisfaction.
Inits report of tho fire which occurred in Wakefieldstreet on the
22ndult., the 'Herald' after having referred to thelosses of the in-
surance offices to the extent of £3350, cays:

— "It is fortunate, how-
ever, tbat the judicious, and well-timed efforts of oiu* new Fire
BrigadeSuperintendent,Mr Hughes,were the means of preventing
further damage. Greatcredit is due to SuperintendentHughes for
his skill andjudgment displayed, and to theBrigade under his com-
mandfor their unitedand untiring exertionsinsuccessfully prevent-
ing the spreadof tho fire. Great surprise was expressedyesterday by
thosewho viewedtheruins at tho almost miraculouspreservationof
Mrs. Sandall'spremises and the adjoining wooden houses. Expres-
sions of admirationwere freelymade use of at the indomitable pluck
thatmust havebeen shownin arresting the progressof the flamesus
this juncture. The side and roof of tho wooden»built house that
savedareone mass of charred andblackened substance, thus bearing
testimony to the fieryordeal whichit has passedthrough. If this is
aspecimenof Superintendent Hughes's skill, then Auckland cityhas
just gauge tobe gaatified. tliutbis services kayo beensecured."

DUNEDIN PRESS CLUB.
The adjournedmeeting of the Press Club toreceive thereport of the
Committe appointedtodraft theRales washeldin theClub's Beading-
room, Provincial Hotel, on Saturday night. Tbe President (Mr
G. Bell) occupied the chair, and about twenty members were
present. His HonorJudge Chapman was amongst the visitors.

lheRules were first read, after which the company sat down to
supper. After that meal, very excellently provided as it was by MrSibbald, was done justice to, and thecustomary honors had been v»aid
to"The Queenand RoyalFamily," the Chairman gave the follow-
ing toast:— "

The Governor, the Army and Navy of England, the
English andColonial Volunteers, andtheLegislatures of GreatBritain
and this Colony,coupledwith the name of Mr VincentPyke, M.H.8."

MrPyke, in reply, wound upa very amusing speech with the
following remarks :

—
He had the honor of belonging to the Colonial

Legislature, andhehad no hesitationin stating that it was the most
respectableLegislature south of the line.

—
(Hear,hear.) Their sitt-

ings wefe so veryremote that thepeople of this Province wereunablo
toknow what amount ofbusiness was doneby the Legislature. They
wouldnot know anything at all ifit werenot for the much-abased
Hansard. He tendered his sincere thanks on behalf of all tlioto
mentionedin the toast.

—
(Applause.)

Song
— "Little Footsteps."

His Honor Judge Chapmanproposedthenext toast
— "ThePreis

Club." He saidthat he supposedhe had been asked topropose the
toast from the fact that he once formed oneof what Miss Fanny
Keinble used to call the "' Press Gang." In fact, for many jears
during the time that he was studying the law,he got his living by
bis connection withthePress, anda very respectablemode of getting
a living he thought they would admit itwas. (Applause.) He had
been connectedwith newspaperstoa considerableextent;buthe was
not there to tell the whole of his personalhistory. He would en-
deavor toconfinehimself to someportißHs"TJt'"tie history of thePress
of this Colony, which probably no manin the roomJmew better than
himself. First of all,he wouldcongratulate those in the room upon,
the organisationof aPiess Club inDunedin. He would not go.into
the common-placeremarks withreference to the advantages of union

—"Union is strength,"andso forth. Ho wouldbeginbycongratulating
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