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lanity, under protence of ¢ reforming” relipion and establishing
ifreedom. Tt must be granted, however, that the Scatch Catholies, at
the time Knox lived and plotted and raved to serve his own ambitipus
ends and the evil designs of the eordid crew associsted with him, were
;lggenc;lrim sons of 8t. Columbs, and Knox was the most degenexate of

em all,

“Though the introduction of Christianity into the North of
Scotland and a portion of England,” says the Protestant writer in the
* Cyclopesdia,’ ““ i the most prominent result of St. Columba’a lnbours,
we should never forget that they led in o degree nearly equal to the
civilisation of those regions. The missionary of the middle ages was
not merely the preacher end adminisirator of the sscraments. He
was the herald of literatuye, science, and human improvement in every
shape. 'We shall regard St. Columba nnd his associates with ®
reverence which we should refuse o personages merely Listoric,
inasmuich as there can be no just comparison between the regenerator
and destroyer of a people~hetween the enlightened missionary and
congueror.”

Bpenking of St. Patrick, this writer says :—* There is no instance
on record of a success so astonishing as that which attended the labors
of 8t Patrick and his immediate succossors. They found a great
nation of Pagans; befare the missionaries’ death, hundreds of
thousands had been received into the bosom of the Church s in less
than a century, universal Ireland was enclosed in one fold. Nox is it
less remarkable that before the close of the sixth century Treland should
boast of homes which, whether for piety or learning, Tad no superiors
in the most cultivated regions of the Continent.”

This is high praise to 8t. Patrick und the people of Ireland, and
its vnlue iz enhanced as coming from the pen of a Protestant writer.
He further adds that “Monastic schools were established by 8t.
Patrick: by his disciples they were multiplied and enlarged, until their
celebrity was diffused over Europe—until, ns we lerrn from the Via
Bede, the youths- of Britain were sent to them for their education.
Of these, 8t. Patrick and his disciples founded above one hundred, and
one hundred more are said to bave been indebted for their existence to
81, Columba.” Well may the hearts of Scotehmen and Irishmen be
gladdened on rending such things, and well may owr modern calum-
niators of the Church feel ashamed when they resd them. The
happicst and most glovious days for old Ireland were those she saw
ore she wus eursed with Danish or Bazon rule and oppression. She
s suffered long and much since the Blessed Patrick lived among her
people.  But whom Glod loves He scourges. A Lappy day is dawning
on her agnin. Justice, ag Joln Bright lutely said, iz maising her scales
aloft in Ireland now, and white-robed innocence is deseending on her.
Her children, scattered through all lands, are proving themselves
worthy children of S8t. Patrick, and mindful of the ancient fame and
glory of their country. They have never lost, and never will lose,
their love for letters, religion, and justice. Oppressed and wronged in
their own dear native land, they seek happier homes in other countries,
beyond the “ Western Moon,” and elsewhere, To St. Columba the
Scotch ere shamefully ungrateful: among them his name is never
heard. In New Zeuland itself, we see the Irish Catholic element is
now becoming pretty strong. They are organising for the noblest
purposes of religion, charity, patriotism, and education. They are the
resl “party of progress”—sound nud safe and whelesome progress.
They are led by the offivinl successors of 8t. Patrick and St. Columba,
in whom they place implicit confidence.

The snme volume of the Eneyclopmdia®
of another eminent Catholic pioneer of British civilisntion—the Great
Alired. The writer concludes his sketch in these words:—* His
anxisty for the welfare of his people raizes him to the level of the best
ralers the woxld Las everseen. Hiscnlightened views, his enterprising
spirit, stamp him as truly great. His affability won him the favor,
his generosity the love of his subjects. His piety might even have
procured hixm the houor of Canomzation. Om the whole, meking due
allowance for the extravagunt admiration with which he has been
regarded by posteriby, we may say with the distinguished authors of
the ‘ Biogropher Universal,’ as & manand a king e is one of those who
have done most honor to humanity.” It wes most probably hecause
he was the most truly Catholic and religious Sovereipn thuf ever sat
on the throne of England, that be was also the wisest and the best of
rulers the world has ever seen, 2nd an honor to bumsn nature itself,
Even the present occupant of the British throns iz not worthy to
unloose the latehet of lua shoes, great as her merits are. Speaking of
his piety, this biograher says:—“ He made an exact division of his
revenue, a good portion of which le applied to purposes of religion, of
learning, and alms-giving ; in fact, be placed no value on money.”
Could the most obseguious courtier in onr day venture to say as much
of the reigning Sovereign, or any of her family? No. Noue but o
Catholie, and a good Qatholic Sovereigh, could ever be expected to
imitate the virtues of Alfred, oreven to attempt to imitate them, ¥eb
the spiritual mother who bore him, and nursed him in her bosom, and
imparted to his greab mind and henrt the virtues he exhibited, is stip-
matised by our modern would-be *lenders of public opinion’ us the
enemy of all human progress, the patron of ignorance, superstition,
and bigotry, aud of everything ungenerous, selfish, and mean, end,
shove all, the enemy of public liberty end justice and patriotism and
loyalty.
yal’!_);le Beoteh Celt ia doing  his part nobly in this Colony to uphold
the canss of education, though unhapsily he hoa departed from the
privciples which the illustrions St. Columbn inculeated wpon his
generous and religicus ancestors, and which for a thonsand yesxs they
teithfully followed. Thank God, there are signe in Scotland of a
return to theee salutary principles in our time, since some of the
noblest of Bcotia’s gons and daughters are veturning to the Catholie
fold—the Church of 8t. Columba. Whether as Protestant or
Catholic, the Scotch, like the Irish Celt, will ever retain his love of
learning, pioty, and freedom. Patviotism and loyalty will ever bo

roudly imscribed on their banners. In whatever land they may
settle, they will lead their children to remember affectionstely the
comntry from which they came.

fines writing the ubove, I luve peen in your paper the address of

contains the biography

——T

the Bishop of Ardagh on the consecration of the Catholic University
of Ireland to tho Sscred Heart. Hereis proof that the noble spiris
of Bt. Patrick, 2is zeal for learning, both secular and reli ious, etill
survive in his descendants—his spiritual children. Our Protostsnt
Press are for ever boasting of what * The Anglo-Baxon” has done, is
etill doing, and likely to do for Ohristinn civilisation. The Anglo-
Saxon is o noble, energetic, and gifted race, and has done much for
human progress; but the Celt—that is, the Scotch and Irish race, for
they are of the same breed—have done and sre doing as much, if not
more, to advance the best interests of humeanity in all ports of the
world, and are worthy rivals of the Anglo-Saxon race, if mot in mato-
rinl wealth and power, at least in wealth and power of o higher,
because o epiribual and intelloctual, kind. St. Patrick and his friends
Lad fivst to subdue the Papan natives of Ireland. 'This done, they had
to moet & woret set of Pagans than even these—-namely, the Danaa.
After thot they had to encounter the fierce and seifish Norman
Catholic invaders of their country. Last, and worst of all, they had
to meet the greedy and vemorseless English Protestsnts. Crushed
under the iron heel of all these opprossors in succession, the gpiritual
children of Bt. Patrick have never lost their inborn attachment to lot-
ters, religion, and fresdom., Honce the Irish Catholic University,
founded under the auspices of Pope Pius IX., and now rising into
powerdn epite of every obstacle, and which has just been formally
consgerated to the Bacred Heart of Him who formmed the human ao\:]JY
Elzfd can bost direct all its powers in the pursuit of knowledge of

8.

In this Colony the Irish Celt shows his hereditary love of
lotters ; for here Catholic achools, in spite of every drawback, main-
fain their ground, and offer to enter the lists, on equal terms, with any
other class of schools in the Colony. The Legislature, instead of
mecting this offer in » frank and liberal monner, have done all in their
power to swrmp and extinguish Catholic schools—to run them down
by the sheer force of public money and s tyrant majority. But they
will never succeed in their unworthy object. The spiritual children
of §t. Patrick are irrepressible, and refuse to be crushed, They may
be crushed fox a period, longer or shorter, but they will rise up again,
fresher and more powerful than ever. Like the Church to which they
belong, they “*fourish in immortal youth,” smile at the tyrant's rage,
and defy his power. ’

IRISHMEN IN ART.

A DISTINGUISHED historian has written :—" Brayed in a mortar for
centurias, scourged by every English ministry, and traduced by almost
avery English writer, 28 Ireland bas been, it is delightful to witness
her unconquerable spirit, scaring with immortal pinions over the
proudest pinnacles of art ard science owned by her heartless sister,
and perching wherever she willeth on those devoted to acience, art,
music, postry, arms, eloguence, literaiure, and evem mechumam."'
These words were writton many years ago {in 1857), when the artistic
opportunities and educational feotlities open to the Irish race were far
more limited than at the present day. ¥Yet, even seventoen Yoars
since, the words were literally true. Passing over the familiar fields
of literaturs aund science, and coming to the domain of art, we find
thot Hogan was then classed with Oarnova, by competent critics, for
the grace and beauty of his sculptures. Oldham (a native of Dublin)
was ot the summit of his fame so fairly won by his marvellous
mechanical inventions, He it wos who invented the intricate maahiyus
for engraving, printing, and numbering bank-notes, thereby making
forgery almost impossible. Without this apparatus, mo‘dern banking
would be a perpetual visk. Thev, too, worked Maclise, “ the greatoat
living master of the human figure,” whose frescoes adorn the English
Farliament House, and one of whosse pictures stands ahove_ the royal
throne in the House of Lorda. This Parliament house itself is a
monument to Irish genius, When the old house was destroyed by
five, the committee advertised over the whole continent of Europe for
Plans and specifications. Three hundred plans were received from
famous architects, That which was adopted, and which carried off
the premium, had appended to it the name of Barry, a native of
‘Waterford, Then too, Martin A. Bhen was president of the London
Academy of Painting, and Doyle was convulsing the world with the
trenchant satire of his pencil. Balfe, the composer, was just winning
his way to a splendid reputation, which isin no danger of declining
now, for hig ballads and operas grow mora popular every day. Fowler
and Carew were working marble into life with I'.h_eu; chisels ; a8 was
Baily also, whose atatue of “ Eve at the Fountain™ is a recognised
masterpiece, fit to stond beside the finest relics of Grecian aré.
Haverty, Burton, Mulvany, Ingham, and many others were well
known aa painters. . ) .

We might extend the Lst at will, but it is not our purpose now
to exhaust it. Coming down to our own day, it is gratifying 1o know
that the mantle of Hogan and Baily has fallen upoun a worthy Tzish-
Americon successor in the person of Mr Flannery, of Washington, B
young sud talented esoulptor. He is no mere copyist of other men's
ideas, mor does he belong to that close of eager aspirants who work
out orade ideas into mesaningless groups and figures. Om the con-
trary, there is evidence of healthy originality, vigour and thorough
culture in his work ; and though yel a young man, he has won for
himself a place among the brotherhood of genuine srtists. In 1865,
an nesociation was formed for the purpose of erecting a status to the
memory of President Lineoln, and the best talent of the country was
invited to fornish designs for the work., Among many competitors,
Mr Flannery bore off the palm, and in due time completed the im-
posing figure of “ 0134 Abe,” now familiar to every visitor at the
Nationsl capital. He has distanced competition in several other trials
of the same kind, and the creations of his hauds sre scattered over the
country. His genius reflects credit on our element, and fo no one
elso so appropriately as o bim could be committed the execufion of
the giatue which St. Louis proposes to erect to the memory of O'Con-
nell, Such a choice would make the work Irish-American in a double
BeEC




