
IRISHMEN IN ART.

aunty, under pretence of "reforming" religion and establishingfreedom. Itmust be granted,however, that the Scotch Catholics, atthe time Knoxlivedandplotted andravedtoservehis ownambitiousends and the evil designs ofthe sordidcrew associatedwith him, weredegeneratesonsof St.Columba,and Knox-waß the most degenerate ofthemall.
"Though the introduction of Christianity into the North ofScotlandanda portionof England," says theProtestantwriter in the

Cyclopaedia,'
"

is themost prominent resultof St.Columba'slabours,weshould never forget that they ledin a degree nearly equalto thecivilisationof thoseregions. The missionary of the middle ageswas
not merely the preacher and administrator of the sacraments. Hewas tieheraldofliterature, science,andhuman improvementineveryshape. We shall regard St. Columba and his associates with areverence which we should refuse to personages merely historic,inasmuchas there canbeno just comparisonbetween,the regenerator
and destroyer of a people

—
between theenlightenedmissionary andconqueror."

Speakingof St.Patrick, this writersays:
— "There isno instanceonrecordof a Buccessbo astonishingas thatwhichattendedthe laborsof St. Patrick and his immediate successors. They found a greatnation, of Pagans; before the missionaries' death, hundreds of

thousands had beenreceived into the bosom of the Church j in lessthana century,universal Ireland was enclosed in one fold. Nor is it
less remarkable thatbeforethecloseof thesixthcenturyIrelandshouldboast of homeswhich, whetherfor piety orlearning,hadnosuperiorsin themost cultivatedregions of theContinent."

This ishigh praise to St.Patrickand the people of Ireland, andits value is enhanced as coming from thepenof aProtestantwriter.He further adds that "Monastic schools were established by St.
Patrick:by his disciples they weremultiplied andenlarged,until their
celehrity was diffusedoverEurope— until, as we learn from the ViaBede, the youths* of Britain were sent to themfor theireducation.
Of these,St.Patrickandhis disciplesfoxindedabove onehundred,and
one hundredmorearesaid to havebeen indebtedfor their existence toSt.Columba." Wellmay theheartsof Scotchmen and Irishmenbe
gladdened on reading such things, and wellmay our moderncalum-niators of the Church feel ashamed when they read them. Thehappiestandmost glorious days for old Ireland werethose she sawere 6he was cursed with. Danishor Saxon ruleandoppression. She
has Buffered long andmuch since theBlessedPatricklived amongher
peo])le. But whomGodlovesHe scourges. Ahappy day is dawning
onher again. Justice, as John Brightlately said,is raisingher scalesaloftin Irelandnow,and white-robedinnocence is descendingon her.Her children, scattered through all lands, are proving themselvesworthychildrenof St.Patrick,andmindful of theancient fame and
glory of theircountry. They haye never lost, and never will lose,
theirlove forletters,religion,and justice. Oppressedand wrongedin
th«ir owndearnativeland, they seek happierhomesinothercountries,beyond the "Western Moon," and elsewhere. To St.Columba theScotch are shamefully ungrateful: among them his name is neverheard. InNew Zealanditself, we see the Irish Catholic element isnow becoming pretty strong. They are organising for the noblestpurposes ofreligion, charity,patriotism,andeducation. They are the
real "party of progress"

—
sound and safe and -wholesome progress.They are ledby the officialsuccessors of St. Patrick andSt.Coluniba,in whom theyplaceimplicit confidence.

The same volume of the 'Encyclopaedia' contains thebiography
of anothereminent Catholicpioneerof Britishcivilisation

—
theGreatAlfred. The writer concludes his sketch in these words:—" Hisanxiety for the welfareofhis peopleraises him to the levelof thebestrulers the worldhas everseen. Hisenlightenedviews,his enterprisingspirit, stamp him as truly great. His affability wonhim the favor,

his generositythe love of his subjects. His piety might even haveprocuredhimthe honorof Canonization. On the whole,making dueallowance for the extravagant admiration with which he has been
regardedby posterity, wemay say with the distinguishedauthorsof
the 'BiographerUniversal,'as amanandakingheis oneof those who
havedonemosthonor to humanity." It was most probably becausehe was the most truly Catholic andreligious Sovereign that ever sat
on the throne of England,thathe was also the -wisest and thebestofrulers the worldhas ever seen, and an honor to humannature itself.Even the present occupant of the British throne is not worthy tounloose the latchet of his shoes, greatas her merits are. Speaking of
lxis piety, this biograher says :—":

— "He made anexactdivisionof hisrevenue,a goodportion ofwhichhe appliedto purposesofreligion, oflearning, andahns-giving 5 in fact, be placed no value on money."
Couldthe most obsequiouscourtierinour day'venture to say asmuch
of thereigning Sovereign,or any of her family? No. None but aCatholic, and a good patholic Sovereign, could ever be expectedtoimitate the virtues of Alfred,orevento attempt to imitatethem. Yetthespiritualmother -who borehim,andnursed inn in herbosom, and
imparted to his greatmind andheart the virtuesheexhibited,is stig-
matisedby ourmodern would-be

"
leaders of public opinion"as theenemy of allhuman progress, thepatron of ignorance,superstition,

andbigotry,and of everything ungenerous, selfish, and mean, and,
aboveall,the enemy of public liberty and justice and patriotism andloyalty.

The ScotchCelt is doing his partnobly in thisColony toupholdthe causeof education, though unhappily he has departed from the
principles which the illustrious St. Columba inculcated upon hisgenerousandreligious ancestors, and which fora thousandyears theyfaithfully followed. Thank God, there are signs in Scotland of a
return to these salutary principles in our time, Bince some of thenoblestof Scotia's sons and daughters are returning to the Catholicfold

—
the Church of St. Columba. Whether as Protestant orCatholic, the Scotch, like the Irish Celt,will ever retain his love oflearning, piety, and freedom. Patriotism and loyalty will ever beproudly inscribed on their banners. In whatever land they maysettle, they will lead their children torememberaffectionately thecountry from whichthey came.

&mcd writingthe above,Ihave eeea inyotir paper theaddress of

A distinguished historian has -written s
— "Brayed ina mortar forcenturies,scourged by everyEnglish ministry, and traducedby almost

every English writer,as Ireland has been, it is delightful to witntsi
her unconquerable spirit, soaring with immortal pinions over the
proudest pinnacles of art ard science owned by her heartless sister,
and perching -wherever she willeth on those devotedtoscience, art,
music, poetry, arms, eloquence, literature, and even, mechanism."
These wordswere writtenmany years ago (in1857), whenthe artistic
opportunitiesand educational facilities open to the Irishrace were far
more limited than at the present day. Yet, even seventeenyears
since, the words were literally true. Passingover the familiar fields
of literature and science, and coming to the domain ofart, we find
thatHogan was then classed with Carnova,by'competent critics, for
thegraceandbeauty of his sculptures. Oldham (a nativeofDublin)
was at the summit of his fame so fairly won by his marvellous
mechanicalinventions. He it was whoinventedtheintricatemachines
for engraving, printing, and numbering bank-notes, thereby making
forgery almostimpossible. Without this apparatus,modernbanking
wouldbe apprpetualrisk. Then, too, workedMaclise," the greatest
livingmasterof thehuman figure," whose frescoes adorn the English,
Parliament House,and one of whose pictures stands abovethe royal
throne in the House of Lords. This Parliament house itself is a
monument to Irish genius. When the old house wasdestroyed by
fire, the committeeadvertised over the whole continent ofEurope for
plans and specifications. Three hundred plans were received from
famousarchitects. That which was adopted, and which carried off
the premium, had appended to it the name of Barry,anative of
"Waterford. Then too,MartinA. Shea was president of the London
Academy of Painting, and Doyle was convulsing the world with the
trenchant satire of his pencil. Balfe, the composer, was just winning
his way toasplendidreputation, whichis inno danger of declining
now, for his ballads andoperas growmorepopulareveryday. Fowler
and Carew were working marble into life with their chisels;as was
Baily also, whose statue of "Eve at theFountain

"
is a recognised

masterpiece, fit to stand beside the finest relics of Grecian art.
Haverty, Burton, Mulvany, Ingham, and many others were well
known aspainters.

We might extend the list at will,butitis not our purposenow
toexhaust it. Coming down toour own day,itis gratifyingtoknow
that themantle of Hogan and Baily has fallen upon a worthyIrish-
Americansuccessor in theperson of Mr Flannery, of Washington, a
young and talented sculptor. Heis nomere copyist of other men's
ideas, nor does he belong to thatclass of eager aspirants who work
out crude ideas into meaningless groups and figures. On the con-
trary, there is evidence of healthy originality, vigour and thorough
culture inhis work;and though yet a young man, he has won for
himselfaplace among the brotherhoodof genuine artists. la1865,
anassociation was formedfor the purpose of erecting a statue to the
memory of PresidentLincoln,and the best talentof the country was
invitedto furnish designs for the work. Among many competitors,
MrFlannery bore off thepalm,andin due time completed the im-
posing figure of "Old Abe," now familiar to every visitor at the
Nationalcapital. Hehas distanced'competitionin several other trials
of the samekind,and the creations of his hands are scatteredover the
country. His genius reflects credit on our element, and tono one
else so appropriatelyas tohim could be committed the executionof
the statue whichSt. Louisproposestoerect to thememory ofO'Oon-
nell. Such, a choice wouldmake the work Irish-American ina double
sense,
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the BishopofArdaghonthe consecration of theCatholic University°l i^X,-0

! \&- Sac«d Heart. Here is proof that the noble spiritor m. Patrick, lis zeal for learning, bothsecular and religious, stillsurvive inhis descendants—his spiritualchildren. Our ProtestantPressare foreverboasting of what "The Anglo-Saxon"haa done, isstill doing, and likely to do for Christiancivilisation. The Anglo-
Saxonisa noble, energetic, andgifted race,and has done much forhumanprogressj buttheCelt— thatis, theScotch andIrish race,forthey areof the samebreed— have doneandaredoing as much, if notmore, to advance the best interests of humanity inall parts of theworld,andare worthyrivals of the Anglo-Saxon race,ifnot inmate-rial wealth and power,at least in wealth andpower of a higher
because a spiritualand intellectual,kind. St.Patrick andhis friendshad first tosubdue thePagannativesof Ireland. This done,theyhadtomeet a worst set of Pagans than eventhese— namely, the Danes.After that they had to encounter the fierce and selfish NormanCatholic invaders of their country. Last,andworstof all, they hadtomeet the greedy and remorseless English Protestants. Crushedunder the ironheel of all these oppressorsinsuccession, the spiritualchildren ofSt.Patrickhaveneverlost their inborn attachment to let-ters, religion, and freedom. Hence the IrishCatholic University,
founded under the auspicesofPope Pius IX.,and now rising intopowerinspite of everyobstacle, and which has just been formally
consecratedto theSacredHeartofHim whoformed thehuman souL^andcanbestdirect allitspowers in thepursuit of knowledge of »llkinds.

In this Colony the Irish Celt shows his hereditary love ofletters;for here Catholicschools, inspite of every drawback,main*
tain theirground, andoffer to enter the lists,onequalterms, withanyother class of schools in the Colony. TheLegislature, instead of
meeting this offer in a frankandliberalmanner, have doneallin their
power to swanapandextinguishCatholic schools

—
to runthem down

by the sheer force of public money and a tyrantmajority. But they
willneversucceed in theirunworthy object. The spiritual children
of St. Patrick are irrepressible,and refuse tobe crushed. Theymay
be crushed for aperiod, longer or shorter, butthey will riseup again,
fresherandmorepowerful thanever. Like the Church to whichthey
belong, they "flourishinimmortalyouth,"smile at the tyrant's raga,
anddefyhis power.
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