
We ivgret to state that of late we have been selected as theiavored incipient of a number of poetical contributions, whichnocloubt have caused their authors much labor and time. This pre-ference is the moreembarrassing when we confess— no doubt on.acount of a tooprosaic composition— thatwehave beentotallyunabletodiscover anypoetic meritin the contributions forwarded. Beinetheretore, unable to estimate themat their proper value,wefeelboundto intimate our deficiency, so that, by finding another channel thegeniusof those by whom we have been favored,may not bo lost toposterity. jjg
Ameeting of members of thePress favourable to the establish-ment of a club for the use of theprofession, was held on Saturday

evening, at theProvincial Hotel,MrF. Nicholls beingia the chairNotwithstanding the inclemency of the weather the attendance waslarge,and the chairman announcedthathe hadbeen handedthenamesof fifty-five gentlemen who were desirous of becoming members ofthe club. As ithad been announced that on the application of fiftypersons tho club shouldbe at oncestarted, themeeting proceeded to.carrysuch resolution into effect, whenthe following gentlemen wereelected office-bearers -.—-President, Mr G-. W.Bell;Vice-President MirR. H. Leary;Treasurer, Mr F. Chapman;Secretary,Mr T Humphries;Committee,Messrs F. tficholls, J.Dungan, Cole,Bracken and.G-raham. The Committee wereauthorised to meet togetlier for thepurpose of drawingupa codeof rules for the future guidance of theclub, which will be submitted for the sanction of the members at a.generalmeeting. Itwasalso decidedthat the formal opennio- of theclub, whichtakesplace this evening, shouldbeinauguratedby a sunnei?at theProvincialHotel. ' ' H

Amongst themost important itemsof intelligencebrought by theHero is that with reference to the state of affairs at tho Palmer dig-ging!. Advices hadbeenreceivedat Brisbane that theminers wereno
longer able to maintaina footingon the field,and that hundreds weredaily leaving,starved out. The impossibilityof getting provisions totho groundmakes it amatter of certainty that if the Government donot tale means of providing a transit forprovisions, by opening upregularcommunication with thediggings,a faminewillbe theinevitableresult during the winter.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, Oct. 31, 1874.
whom we quote, travelled through Germany, or readmuch about thatcountry,he wouldhave known that such
is the ease. The truth is,the contrary is the fact. Butas, mo doubt, the « Daily Times' will notaccept our testi-niony on the point, webeg to refer our contemporaiy toMr Lamg's work on Prussia, p.p., 155, aud 230-32bpeaking of the Catholic population of the Ehenish andWestphalianprovinces, this Scotch Protestant writersays:— -"This population is the very kernel of the Prussian.Kingdom— a concentrated population of from three tofour millions

—
themost wealth/, commercial, and manufac-turing,and the most enlightened on their riglis and wantsofany,perhaps, in Germany.

and rarerstill,to findonewiththe moralcouragetobrave thethe prevailingopinion— even when convinced of its injus-tice—that the conduct of the 'Saturday Eeview '
standsout inbold relief,and bespeaks the gratitudeof all loversof fair play. No doubt MrFboude's visit to the colonywillbe followed by a work from his pen,andifhe be wisehe will takecounsel from thepast, and seek init to repairhis damagedliterary reputation by a greater regard forfacts, and a wholesome curb onhis far too vivid powers ofimagination.Men ofability, though their talents maybe farabove the commonorder, are none the more reliable ashistorians unless theyare totally devoid of that prejudiceandbigotry which runs, as avein,from beginning to endthroughall Mr Froude's writings,occasionallyhidden be-neath the surface, but cropping up when least expectedlhe experience ofthe colony with regard to another greatauthor who paid us a flying visit, willperhaps make thenecessityand justice of our remarks somewhat apparentMr Anthony Txollopk's work on the colonies, bristling

as itis withmistatementsand inaccurracies,will no doubtina few yearsbe lookedupon as astandardauthorityofthestate of civilisation in these colonies at the time it waswritten,justas Dicker's" AmericanNotes"wasinbye^onedays andno doubt with an equal amount of correctness.Menlike Iroude aud Teollopearetoopronetomake thedry facts of history or statistics subservient to a desire toindulge lusonie specious word-paintings, which althoughnodoubtpleasing during perusal,are far from what they°pur-portto be— authorities onthe subjects of which they treatItisalmostbeyondcomprehension, the amountof ignorauceat preseat existingathomeinreference to Australasia evenamongst classes which might fairly besupposed to be well-informed, andit is most desirable that when menofgenius
j t ??llifcy Pa-yus a visifc the Public in the old countryshould learn their ideas and impressions with regard to usOn the contrary,however,it is asstrongly tobe deprecated
thatthe writings of such menas Mr Tkollopk should betaken as worksof authority on colonial matters of whichhemustbe ameresciolist ;and,notwithstandinghis abilityit is matterof impossibility that abook of such magnitudeand importance, and embodying so many facts and datasuch as he has given to the British public, could have beenaccuratewith the very limited amount of timeand meansat his command. It is to behoped, then, that shouldMriROUDEcarry his intention into effect and visit theanti-podes,his experienceofour customs and resources will besomewhat more extended that those of Mr Thollope
whoseknowledge of the colonies wag garnered up during astay of but afew months ;and thatwe shall not be treatedby him as Irelandhas been.

THE CHAMPION OF EVIL.
Fob weeks past a paragraph has been floating about,wafted from one journal to another, that "Mr J. A.Fbottde, the eminent historian,"was about to paya visitto the colonies;and great hasbeen the interest'awakenedby the intended advent of so illustrious and truthful achronicler! We havebefore now dwelt at some length ontheargumentsand statements of thatgentleman,disclosing
his capacityfor coining malignant falsehoods,and pervert-
inghistorical facts ;but, uncontrovertible and unanswer-ableas our statements were, we naturally expected thatmuch of the weightattached thereto wouldbe lostby theirbeingutteredbyourselves. If,however,therestill remains"any oneunconvinced of the truth and justice ofour asser-tions and the-ainount ofcredence to be placedin thewrit-ings of t.us reliable historian,we commendtohis considera-tion the following paragraph, clipped from the 'Saturday
Jienew — one of the most influential and widelycirculatedol the home weeklies. In reviewinghis lastwork, " TheJingush m Ireland," that journalwinds up with the follow-ingscathingdenunciation :—

"MrFeoude'scase is different,
from that of themost violent and mostunfair party writer.We make some excusefor IrishPapists andIrish Protest-antsspeaking to oneanother. Buthereisawriter,who,withno temptation,no interest in the matter, without the poorot national or religious rancor, puts himself for-wardm coldblood, to defend the evil deeds of one side■and to blacken those of the other. What may be Mr.bEoTJDE s motives we cannot guess; theonly practicalre-sultot his labors can be to make oldmemories andpresentdjspates bitterer than they need be. If Mr inouDEwaned to stir up another rebellion, to find new victims fornew torturers, he couldnot take abettermeans to compassthe end. He stands alone inmodern English historicalliterature as having habitually applied no small naturalpowers to apurpose which wecanonlypronounceimmoral.Ihedownwardcourse is easy; the panegyrist of Henrt\111., has sunk into the panegyrist of 'Flogging Fitz-gerald. If writings so -flimsy and inaccurate aa those ofMr .bflouDE live to be remembered in another age,it issomething to think they willcarry their ownmoral con-demnation with them. If the manwho can jeerover thegibbet of WniTxrjTG inone age,and the gibbet of Crosbiein another is to find a lasting place in men's memories,it is something to think that the character in which he willhe remembered will not be as the defender of this or thatdoubtfultheory but in the character which he has chosenlor himself, as the champion ofevil, the apologist ofwronq"Mr Iboudehas never been so hardly dealt with at ourhands and considering that the above is the unprejudicedverdict of an English literary tribunal on the man who"vindicated the memory of theEighth Henry,"itmustbeconceded that he has receivedbut littleconsideration afterthelabonou ŵorkofwhite-washingthatmodelmonarch. Al-thoughMr Fkoudehas been proved to havebeen "uiltyot gross partisanship, andeven deliberate falsification thepossessionof considerable literary abilities was universallyaccorded him,his inaccuracies being attributed rather tohis heartthan his head, and it was a matter for re^etthat such talents should have been thus prostituted! sothatas a sophisticator his very abilities became the moredangerous. It has, however,remained for anEnglish Pro-testant journal in addition to the charge of inaccuracyand unreliability, by characterising his writings asweak ana flimsy, to rob them of the claim to ability whicbwas their only merit. It is such an.unusual thing to findan aiiiglwh. journal whose judgment and views have notbeenso warpedand biased that they either cannot or will.notaccord the smallest meed of justice to the SisterIsle "

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
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