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excitea wish to be affiliated to the nearest lodge. This
vanity ofcityfolkandmiddleclassmen tojoinFree-Masonry,
"is a thingso common place and universal,thatIamalways
lost in wonder at man's stupidity, and am astonished atnot
seeing the wholeworld knocking at the doorsof the Venera-
bles,andasking of these gentlementhe honor ofbeing oneof
the workmenchosenfor the reconstruction of the Temple of
Solomon. Theunknown exercises so powerful aninfluence
over men, that they prepare themselves tremblingly for the
phantasmagorial trials of initiation and the fraternal ban-
quet. To find one's self a member of a lodge; to feel
beyond the reach of wife andchildren;to beobligedto keep
asecret which toillneverbe confided to them,are, for certain
natures, apleasure1 and anambition."

Another Mason, Brother #
*
# Clayal— see Illustrated

History of Freemasonry, p.p. I, 2—
teaches " To bring

lookers-on to the point, let it be added that the society
scrupulously preserves a secret which is not and cannever
be sharedby any butby Freemasons." To induce men ofpleasure, talk of frequentbanquets,
where good cheer and generous wines aid pleasure, and
tighten thebonds of brotherly intimacy."

To artizans aud merchants,say that Freemasonrywill
be useful to them, by extending the circle of their cus-
tomers and business. Thus wehave an argument for all
tastes, for all vocations,for allminds, and for allclasses."

But there are vast numbers of Freemasons who have
not the secret of the society, andwho, we should hope, if
they did know it, would abandon the brotherhood at once,
and reject with horror all participation in its designs.
Even the Grand Masters. Aye are assured on the highest
Masonic authority, arc themselves in profound ignorance.
A circular, drawn up by the Chief Illuminated Masons
after the Masonic Congressat Wilhelmsbade,contains these
remarkable words:

— "They have drawn Princes into the
Lodges,and a great multitude has followed these phan-
toms. Undoubtedly the Princes

"— these were Grand
Masters

— " who convoked the Congress of Wilhelmsbade
wereanimated with thebest intentions. But onlyasmall
number of Masons were disposed to accept their laws.
They werenot,indeed, capable of giving aclear and satis-
factory explanation of the mysterious Masonic characters
of which they were themselves ignorant."

The fact is,the great body of Freemasons is, for the
mostpart, made up of theeating, drinking,fooling,paying
Masons, who live inexpectation ofa secretwhich willnever
be confided to them, but who,nevertheless,move as one
man to carry out political, religious, and educational pro-
jects,devisedandplacedbefore them by the wilyand wicked
vIlluminated Masons" whobelongto theInner Lodges.

was the work of the outraged Catholics, to whose body the
would-be assassin belonged. If therereally wereany who
conscientiously believed such to have been the case, $heir
opinionsmust havebeen considerably shakenby the failure
of the very searching investigations to substantiate such
assertion;and wo are pleased to find the toneof theBri-
tish Press isstrongly against any such supposition. The
London correspondents ofboththeMelbourne 'Argus' and'Age' agreein admitting that itisperfectly absurd to sup-
pose that the Catholicbody were concerned in the attack.
The latter says :—":

— " The murderousassault onPrince Bis-
marck has not been followed up by the discovery of any
organisedconspiracy, so that the affair must be looked on
as the act of an individual monomaniac." "When it is re-
membered that the

'Age'has alwaysproved itself but too
eager to seize upon anything to the prejudice and detri-
ment of Catholics,and seldom exhibitsaspirit of justice
or impartiality in the treatmentof matters affecting their
interests, we canreadilybelieve that the exonerationof the
Catholicbodymusthavebeenmostconclusive. If,however,
corroborative testimony were needed, the London. 'Post'
goesmuch further,and not only proves that the outrage
didnot emanatefrom the Catholic body,but that Ktjll-
mann, the would-be assassin, had been, refused admission,
into thesociety on account of his disreputable life. This
is what the journal is question says, anditmust be borne
inmindthat itis notaCatholic organ which speaks:—":

— " As
for KuLLMAinsr,his former schoolmasterat Neustadfc, near
Magdeburg,whohadknown himsincehe was sevenyears of
age,bears testimony that the mannever evincedauy reli-
gious feelings ofany sort. He was apig-headed, ill-behaved
boy, constantly in trouble; and his parents, instead of
being worshippers of priest-rule, as is contended,used bad
language towards the parish priest for punishing him.
KullmajST*'s late employer could never inducehim togo to
church,even on great holidays, and the Catholic Journey-
men's Association at Magdeburg refused to admit him into
its body on account of his disreputable life." It may
therefore beargued, with no smallamountofreason

—
when

we see such voluntary contradiction to the vile slander
coming from such unexpected sources

—
that there exists

not theslightest pretext for the charge against the perse-
cuted Catholics. Indeed,not only has the vindication been
most thorough and complete,but there are evenfound
Protestant German journals which assert that the whole
affair waspre-arranged to suit apurpose. The'Germania*
insinuates that the attempt was not made with amalicious
intent,andit sarcastically remarks that "Kullmann, with
wise thoughtfulness, forgot to put in aball." The Mel-
bourne 'Advocate,' whichgives the quotation, sharesin the
opinion that the whole affair wasacapitally-prepared plan
to pave the way for more vigorous and brutal treatment.
This may or may not be the case,but in confirmation of
this assertionitquotes the following, written by theBerlin
correspondent of the London 'Tablet':

— "Ihave been "

assured this day,by a most respectable and reliable eye-
witness of the attempt, who has just arrived from Kis-
singen, that the moment the shot had been fired,a gentle-
man jumped intothe carriage, and exclaimed, 'Prince,are
you shot?' Upon which Bismarck pulled off his glove,
and showed a small red spot onhis hand,saying,'Look,
here is the bullet ?

'
The glove, however, was not torn!

My informant,who saw with his owneyes and heard with
his ownears, is a Liberal, and none the less worthy of
crediton that account,although he left Kissengen filled
with disgust withwhat lie had. witnessed on the partof
Bismarck's partisans." A telegram states that the veteran
VictorHugo declares that peacecannotbeestablisheduntil
another war is fought between Frauce and Germany, and
points to the hatred existing between the two countries.
Bismarck, withall his foresight,had no conception of the
astonishing resourcesandindomitable energy of theFrench,
nation,when the penalty of its defeat was fixed; and now
that ho knows that the chain has been, removed by which
he had vainly hoped to have fettered her for years, taunt
after tauut has been hurled at his yet prostrate foe,witha.
view of fencing matters to a crisis before she can recover
sufficient strength to properly defend herself. If France
be wise,she willsteadily bide her time, and in the day of
trouble Prussiamay learn to her cost the impolicy andfolly
of her present oppressionof thepeople whohelpedto build
up the Empire,andhumble theglory ofFrance.

NEWS BY THE MAIL.

Br theMikado, which reached Auckland,cm the 9th hist,
with the Californian mails, we learn that the negotiations
of the Governor of New South "Wales, SirHercules Ko-
biusox, with regard to the annexation of .Fiji, have beensuccessful, and that the British flag now floats over
it as a Colony of the Crown. It is to behoped,therefore,
now that the Imperial Parliament has undertaken the
responsibility of its government, that such repressivemea-
sures will be enforced as willprevent the anarchyand con-
fusion to which its affairs have been so long aprey, andwhich,no doubt, materially influenced the Home Govern-
ment in undertaking its control. On the Continent of
Europe— as wepredictedwouldbe the case

—
theattack on

the fJ-erman Chancellor has been made the convenient
pretext for the further persecution of unoffending Catho-
lics, and a telegram states that an order is to be issued
at Berlin expellingall foreign \ riests,monks, and nuns. It
is rather unfortuuate,however, forPrince Bismarck that,
notwithstanding all his craft and cunning, he has been
unable in the slightest degree to implicate the persecuted
priesthood in the outrageonhis person;and consequently
those journals which arenot actuated by a rabid hatred to
everythingCatholic,stronglydenounce theunprovokedand
merciless severity exercised against the German clergy.Although no stonehas been left unturned to establish the
complicity of the unfortuuate priest who had been seized
upon,all endeavors proved futile,and the destined victim
was reluctantly set at liberty. ,, Wif-h all the powerful
machinery of the Stateat command toprove such fact,if it
ever existed, the authorities and their supporters were
forced to fall back on the bare assertion that the attempt Five bushels and a half of wheat per headis requiredfor the

populationof theUnitedKingdom.
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