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excite a wish to be affiliated to the nearest lodge. This
vantty of city folk and middle class men to join Freo- Musonry,
is @ thing so common place and wniversal, that I am elways
lost 1a wonder at men’s stupidity, and am astonished af not
seeing the whole world knocking at the dvors of the Venera-
bles, and asking of these gertlemen the honor of being one of
the workmen chosen for the reconstruction of the Temple of
Solpmor. The unknown exercises so powerful an influence
over men, that they prepare themselves tremblingly for the
phantasmagorial trials of initiation and the fraternal ban-
quet. To find one’s self a member of a lodge; to feel
beyond the reach of wife and children ; to be obliged to keop
a secret which will never be confided to them, ave, for certain
natures, a pleasure and an ambition.”

Another Mason, Brother 4 *, Cravar—see Illustrated
History of Freemasonry, p.p. 1, 2—teaches “ To bring
lockers-on to the point, let 1t be added that the society
scrupulously preserves a seeret which is not and ean never
be shared by any but by Freemasons.

“To induce men of pleasure, talk of frequent banquets,
where good cheer and geunsrous wines aid pleasure, and
tighten the bonds of brotherly intimaey.

“To artizans and merchants, say that Freemasonry will
he useful to them, by extending the cirele of their cus-
tomers and business. Thus we have an argument for all
tastes, for all vocations, for all minds, and for all classes.”

But there are vast numbers of ¥reemasons who have
not the seeret of the society, and who, we should hope, if
they did know it, would abandon the brotherbood at once,
and reject with horror all participation in its designs.
Brven the Grand Masters, we nre assurved con the highest
Masonic authority, are themselves in profound ignorance.
A circular, drawn up by the Chief Tluminated Masons
after the Masonie Congress at Wilhelmsbade, contains these
remarkable words;—* They have drawn Princes into the
Lodges, and a great multitude has followed these phan.-
toms. Undoubtedly the Princes”—these were Grand
Masters—** who convoked the Congress of Wilhelmsbade
were animated with the best intentions. DBub only & small
number of Masons were disposed to accept their laws.
They were not, indeed, capable of piving a clear and satis-
fagtory explanation of the mysterious Masonic characters
of which they were themselves ignorant,”

The fact is, the great body of Freemasons is, for the
most part, made up of the eating, drinking, fooling, paying
Masons, who live in expectation of a secret which will never
be econfided to them, bub who, nevertheless, move as one
nan to carry out political, religious, and edneational pro-
jeets, devised and placed betore them by the wily and wicked
# Iluminated Masons” who belong to the Inner Lodges.

NEWS BY THE MAIL.
By the Mikado, which reached Auckland, on the 9th inst.
with the Californian mails, we learn that the negotiations
of 1the Governor of New Bouth Wales, Sir Hurcures Ro-
BINSOX, with regard to the aunexation of Iiji, have been
snceessful, and that the British flag now floats over
it as a Colony of the Crown. 1t is Lo be hoped, therefore,
now that the Imperial Parliament has undertaken the
responaiblity of its government, that such repressive mea-
sures will be enforced as will prevent the anarchy and eon-
fusion to which its affaira have been so long a prey, and
wlich, no doubt, materially influenced the Home Govern-
nient in undertaking its eontrol. On the Continent of
Europe—as we predicted wonld be the case—the attack on
the (lerman Chancellor has been made the convenient
pretext for the further perseention of unoffending Catho-
lics, and o telegram states that an order is to be issued
at Berlin expelling all foreign j riests, monks, and nuus. It
is rather unfortuuate, however, for Prince Bismarck that,
notwithstandiny all his eraft and cunning, he bhas been
uvable in the slightest degree to implicate the perseented
priesthood in the outrage on his person ; and cousequently
those journals which are not actuated by a rabid hatred to
everything Catholic, strongly denounce the unprovoked and
merciless severity exercised against the German clergy.

Although no stone has been left unturned to establish £he

complivity of the unfortucate priest who had been seized
-apon, all endenvors proved futile, and the destined vicetim
was_reluctantly set at liberty., With all the powerful
machinery of the State at command to prove such fact, if it
ever existed, the authorities and their supporters were
forced to fall back on the bare assertion that the attempt

was the work of the outraged Catholics, to whose body the
would-be assussin belonged. If there really were any vwho
conscientiously believed such to have been the case, their
opinions must have been considerably shaken by the failure
of the very searching investigations to substantiate such
assertion ; and wo are pleased to find the tone of the Bri-
tish Press is strougly against any such supposition. The
London correspondents of both the Melbourne ¢ Argus’ and
‘Age’ agree in admitting that it is perfectly absurd to sup-
pose that the Catholic body were concerned in the attack.
The latter says :—* The murderous assault on Prince Bis-
MARCK has not been followed up by the discovery of any
organised conspiracy, so that the affair must be looked on
ag the act of an individual monomaniac.” When it is re-
membered that the * Age’ has always proved itself but too
eager to seize upon anything to the prejudice and detri-
ment of Catholics, and seldom exhibits a spirit of justice
ot impartiality in the treatment of matters affecting their
interests, we can readily believe that the exoneration of the
Catholic body must have heen most conclusive. If, however,
corroborative testimouy were needed, the London © Post?
goes much further, and not only proves that the outrage
did not emanate from the Catholic body, but that Kvrr-
MANN, the would-be assassin, had been refused admission
into the society on account of his disreputable life, This
is what the journal is question says, and it must be borne
in mind that it is not a Catholic organ which speaks :—* As
for Xurnrarawn, his former schoolmaster at Neustadt, near
Magdeburg, who had known him sincehe was seven years of
age, bears testimony that the man never evinced any reli-
gious feelings of any sort. He was a pig-headed, ill-behaved
boy, constantly in trouble; and his parents, instead of
being worshippers of priest-rule, as is contended, used bad
language towards the parish priest for pupishing him.
Kurrmaxy’s late employer eould never induce him to go to
church, even on great holidays, and the Catholic Journey-
men’s Association at Magdeburg refused to admit him into
its body on -account of his disreputable life.” It may
therefore be argued, with no small amount of reason—when
we see such voluniary contradiction to the vile slander
coming from such unexpected sources—that there exists
not the slightest pretext for the charge against the porse-
cuted Catholics. Indeed, not only has the vindication been
most thorough and complete, but there are even found
Protestant German journals which assers that the whole
affair was pre-arrarged to suit a purpose. The * Germania’
insinnates that the attempt was not made with a malicious
intent, and it sarcastically remarks that “ Kuirarawy, with
wise thoughtfuluess, forgot to putin a ball” The Mel-
bourne ¢ Advoeate,’ which gives the fuotation, sharesin the
opinion that the whole aflair was a capitally-prepared plan
to pave the way for more vigorous and brutal treatment.
This may or may not be the case, but in confirmation of
thiz assertion it quotes the following, written by the Berlin
correspondent of the London ‘Tablet’ :—“I have been -
assured this day, by a most respectable and reliable eye-
witness of the attempt, who has just arrived from Kis-
singen, that the moment the shot bad been fired, a pentle-
man jumped into the carriage, and exclaimed, ‘ Prince, are
you shot? TUpon which Bissarcx {inlled off his glove,
and showed a small red spot on his hand, saying, * Look,
here is the bullet?' The glove, however, was not torn?
My informant, wko saw with his own eyes and heard with
his own ears, is a Liberal, and noue the less worthy of
eredit on that account, although he left Kissengen filled
with disgust with what he had witnessed on the part of
Brayanck's partisans.” A telegram states that the veteran
Vicror Hvao declares that peace cannot be established until
another war is fought between France and Germany, and
points to the hatred existing between the two countries.
Brsaaror, with all his foresight, had no conception of the
astonishing resources and indomitable energy of the French
nation, when the penalty of its defeat was fixed ; and now
that he knows that the chain has been removed by which
he had vainly hoped to have fettered her for years, taunt
after taunt has beeu hurled at his yet prostrate foe, with a
view of forcing matters to a crisis before she can recover
sufficient strength to properly defend herself. If France
be wise, she will steadily bide her time, and in the day of
trouble Prussia may learn to her cost the impolicy and folly
of her present oppression of the people who helped to build
up the Empire, and humble the glory of France.

Five bushels and o half of wheat per head i2 reguired for the
population of the United Kingdom,




