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“RANDUM NOTES,

" A culol's amaop I takin' notes,
Aend fulth he'el prent e

I “opposition be the life of trade,” smalgamation must decidedly
have quite n different effect. Ever since the unlucky hour in which
its birthright was bartered for o mess of potage, Las the © mereury "
fallen lower and lower, until, to the wentherwise, ono glance is suffi-
vient to desery hard times ahead. Alns! what g falling off! From
being at one time the messenger to the gods, and the purveyor to
tavoured mortals of n perfect ambrosia, its services have been trans-
fercd to another region, and it now labors to regale ite potient readers
with hnzy tales of printers’ devils, And how fures it with the
‘ Guardiun'? It too, seems to share the fate of ite “weakly "’ edition
—purdon  the orthogra{lhy—-—townrda -which with Upns-like effect
it buaneted the part of the pilot fish. As the somewhab Lraibod stock
of incorporated originality has of late been rather lavishly expended
in the manufacturve of fzefs for the daily, the sufferivg readers of the
‘ Mercury " lave been surfeited with s particular misty production,
more notable for its length than legic, nnd for which their patience is
rewarded with the information that the ° Liyttelton Times’ had sub-
stibutedan “&" foran “r'; the * Dunstan Times’ bad been published
with 3 “t" doing duty for an “h’; gnd—horror of horrors !
Tae Tavier hed misplaced an “1”  Poor Timon! you have,
indecd, n great cnuse of grievance against the Press—of which you ap-
pear to be the self-constituted censor—and it is too bud not fo have
relieved you from your dilemma, and furished you with a growl
Although you huve proved yourself to be n “man of lstters,” and
that gour orthography is wnimpenchuble, candor compels me to state
that you are sadly deticient in originality, ‘Week by week the ¥ehoes
become more weak—this is fact, and not intended as a pun—which
feoms to presage the date of their flnal dissolution as nob afar of,
"lis pity, but "tis fact, my denr boy.

i lave heard it * on authority * which does not require the arrival
of Home pnpers for confirmation, thot Chiet Tilex {which T presume
to be the personnge who performs the * slatin &' operation). Bukewell
J.W., No. 482, 8.0, &e., &e., is to recciven severe rap over his masonie
knuckles for imprudently drawing such o hornet’s nost about the egrs
of the mystie brotherhood.
Christiun socioty of which the zealous but indiscrest membey seeks to
be the champion, received a most wholesome lesson, and one it had the
sense to profit by. Now, however,
the discrect silence so long meintained muy be rendered mugatory, I
have been assured that notwithstanding the pseudo-official tone of the
document, and the imposing alphabetical arruy appended to the signa-
i re, o very emall corner of the mystic veil bus has been lifted for the
enlightenment of the worthy medico ; and further, that if it were sought
o “draw the badger,” the hon. mewmber for Trinided would be the
Inst: instrument selected for the purpose. The worthy docter has of
Inte secured o lasting renown for his scientific researches into the
watery element, and the monsters whick his analysis brought so dis-
agreeably to light, and ho bad better rest on his Inurels, He has just
ontered upon another analysie which if pursued will necessitate a
miere tropical tempernture in the element, and the monstrositics of
which may even astonish J.W., No. 432, 8.C. If Bro. Bakewell smast
indulge his morbid eraving for notority, let his eacoéthes seribendi he
devoted to his interesting expariences gs Health Offcer of Trinided,
foralthough there is but small probability of their being new to any,
still on matters Trinidadical he s an uut]fority.

TUE LATE GRAND MASTER OF ENGLISH
MASBONS,

Wz certainly live in an npe of extracrdinary events, if not of miracles.
Lhe conversion of the Inte Grand Muster of English Mausons, the
Marquis of Ripon, to the Catliolic faith is so much beyond the ordi-
nary course of events, that it may well be regurded as miraculove—
something akin to the conversion of Constantine, Buch an unlooked-
for and remurkable accurrence must create g strong gensution in the
minds of all the Musons throughont the world. It must ses every
reflecting mian among them to think deoply on what is corung. It has
been maid thut the fairest flowers in the Anglican Churcht are heing
transplunted into the Pope's garden. \We now ses the most eminent
of Englich men—eminent for porsonal worth, rank, wealth, and talent,
quitting not only the Anglican Chureh, but un institution still more
estensavely diftused and importunt—1the Masonic body—to enter the
Cuthalic fold.  We do not yet know, and shall probably never know,
the procees of reseoning by which the mind of sueh 8 a1 o8 the late
Grand Master of the Englieh Musons was led to perceive the claims
which the Catholic faith had to his spseent. ‘Fhis, liowever, we do
koow : 1hat the Cotlolic fuith is & Divine gift, nnd wil] only be granted
o thore who usk it aright. No amount olg human study or learning,
apart froin Divine grace and hunility and decility of raind, will ever
procure the Catliolie faith to anyoue. We mey be sure, therefore,
thut howerer much Lord ltipon's great uatural tulents, his learning,
worldly wisdomn and experience, and reflection on the eventa of the
age now pareing before him, may have contributed to open his eyes to
see the truth of the Cathelic faith, yet that the main cuuse of lits cone
version wes in the disposition of mind which fitted him to receive that
faith ss a free gift from the hand of God. The Catliolie Cliurclh s the
Church of the poor und lowly in a more especinl manner. She ean
€xist in spite of the opposition of the great and wealthy, Yet it is, no
doubt, tu ker grest benefit when ren of wealth and rank, and extensive
sccisl und politicul influence, like Lord Ripon, have the gruce to join
her Coinmunion, more espocinlly under the very peculine circumstances
in which he wes placed prior to his r eeption,

The Masouic body, of which he was the Tead in England, is the
implacuble and deudly enemy of the Catholic Clhureh. When the
Cliurch conquered him, thvrefors, slie secursd @ most glorious iri-
tinphi—a trivnpl; which, one niay suppose, would be celebrated in the
court of heaven sbove with groat Joy. as it certaiuly will be by all

Very many months eince the sorsl and |

. besieging  the Throne of God to entreat Him to
by s piece of stupid officiousness, |

! English-zpeaking Catholics throu},r'hout the world, Tle E]\gliuh Mu;;

vext, in point of Magonic eminence,
Prince of Walee. Humanly speaking,
have the grace to take & i

tuken; yot even he, in comwon with all other English brethren
of thie ¥ mystic tie,” must be a little staggered at the course Lord
Ripon has .taken, and feel ut their wits’ end what to think ubout it,
Will Disroeli write 6 novel on the cecasion, as le wroke * Lothaip ™
when the wealthy Marquis of Bute joined the Chureh P Lond Ripon
i3 no weak-minded devutes, but 2 man of the world, and a politicinn of
of experience, besides being an influential moember of the Britjsh
House of Peers. Hia religioun conviciions and his political croeed muat
be in unison.  He sees the dungers which threaten Christendom from
present influences, hostile to tlie Catholie Church, and e adupts his
course greordingly. He no doubt has a fullowing—a party among the
English Protestunt aristoeracy, who share his canvictions, and who,sooner
o luter, will foldow him into the Churclhi, The nexs to come over to
Rome may he Disroeli himself, We have seen quite as unlikely
things in our time. It would not surprise us in the least to hear of
the cenversion both of Mr Disraeli nnd Mr GHadstone to the Church,
The furmer has just told us that Catholicism and Atheism are the two
gront master powers in Kurope at this hour. We must all chogse one
side or the other; Protestuntism is politically deud, The ensmies of
the Catholic Cliurch generally, but throughout the Britial, empire in
in particular, may well be puzzled and perploxed wiien they exawine
hier position at this moment. 'Lhere is no public demonstration of
physical force being made on her belalf, or likely to be msue. No
powerful military Gorernment is lifting u hand or saying so much as
n word in her fuvor. On the contrary, the most powerful military
Gorernment in modern times is laboring for her ruin, Catholic bislops,
priests,nnd religion sra being gagged, reduced to beggary,and driven inte
exilae. Her Visible Hend hus been stripped of nia temporal possessions, and
is a virtual privoner in the hunda of his enemius, not sure of his hufe for
u day.  Yet, in spite of nll this, never was the Church more powaeriil
or influentinl.  Iler Visible Head commands more reverence and
vespest than the most powerful and richest of lis enemics. Sho is exe
tending her triumphs in sl lands, end wmost of nll in Engleng, the
natural home of the free and the brave. The chief opuse of all this is
to be sought for in the power of prayer and the Sucraments, The
Cathrolies of the world aro now united, with one heart aud one mind, in
show merey to Ifis
Church.  They have formed a solemn lengua of prayer foe that end,
This is the true secret of the present trinmph of the Cliurch. Happy
for her when she does not trust to an arm of Resh-—to parnal Waapone,
to concordats, op Goverument patronuge, but puts har chief tryst in
prager and the providence of God, to whom she commita her cause,
There is o power at work in her interest superior to'the power of Bia-
marck or any of herenemies. I short, Providence has its own poliey,
and in that poliey Catholics now place their confidence. We see it
developing itself in such events as the conversion of the Murquis of
Ripon.  Far better that the Catholic faith progress in Kngland slowly
wnd steadily, a8 now, rather thun by violent and sudden commotign,
su-h us heralded ** Protestantiom” in the 16th century. Where nojse
aud tumult are, there the spirit of God will not come.

to Lord Ripon it probably the
it is very unlitely that he will
similar step to that which Lord Ripon has

ST. PATRICK'S SCHOOL, LAWRENCE,

Tag merry peals which issued from the belfry of St. Patrick’s School
on Thursday morning announced that a marrizgge was about to take
place—a. thing, we regret to eay, of very rate occurrenco in the
Tunpeks district, so rare that it may be comsidered an event in the
history of the place. The marringe referred to anyhow was an event
of no small importance to a considerable section of thw_ community,
seeing it wns the happy nuptinls of the master and mistress of the
Roman Catholic School. The bride, Mrs ponway, is very well known
to the most of our Tuapeka residents, having oceupied with very great:
acceptance the position of female teache.r of the school for the last
three years. By ber frank and generous dieposition she has endeared
herselt to all the children of the school, and gained for herself o large
circle of friends. The bridegroom, M:r Wuadl, is & comparative stranger
to the place, having only been a resident a few monthg. But we feel
confident that he only needs to be known to be appreciated. He is e
young man of great and versatile ability, is o gooc_l musicias, and an
excellent teacher, Since he assiwmed the mastership of the Bclloql, it
has shown wonderful signs of vitality 3, and if the numbers continue
to increase ns they have lately been domg, the eapacious schoolroom
will net by any means be too large for their sccommodation. .
Shortly nfter fen o’clock, Mr Larkin eutered the room with the
bride leaning wpon his arm, followed by the bridegroom and brides-
maids—the Misses Topsy and Tilly Wolfe,~-and took their places in
ront of the altar. By this time, a large crowd of ladies and g‘entle-
men had gathered in the building to witness the ceremony. To the
right and left of the altar were ranged om forms the children of t]m
school, trimly dressed for the occasion. The Rev. Father Larkin,
priest of the parish, was the officiating clergyman, and ufter’udtmms-
tering the sacrameut to & considerable number of communjcants, he
proceedod to tie the silken knot. The ceremony was a very solemn
and impressive one, and was concluded by the priest addressing the
young couple in g few very uppropriste remurks, followed by the usual
rayers spoken ot these times. Then came a general shaking of
Eands, wishing o _newly-wedded poir long life and every happiness,
&e., &e. The children, meanwhile, retired to the other end of the
building to enjoy the czkes and sweets that wero provided for them
without measure. After songs had been sung b;_r Mies Dalton and
My Wood, which were sccompanied on the harmonium by Mrs Wood,
to the great delight of all present, a very pleasant scene was enacted,
viz., the presentation of congratulatory addresses besutifully engrossed
on vellum, from the children to their tepc'hers. The first was the
following address to Mrs Wood, rend by Miss Mory Bowes, aud siguned
by o large number of the girls :—
*To Mrs John Wood.



