
Themerrypealswhichissued from thebelfry ofSt.Patrick'sSchool
on Thursday morning announced that a marriage was about to takeplace— a thing, we regret to Bay, of very rare occurrence in the
Tuapeka district,so rare that itmay be considered anevent inthe
history of theplace. The marriage referred toanyhow was aneventofno small importance toa considerable section of this community,
seeingit was the happy nuptials of the master and mistress of theRomanCatholic School. The bride,Mrs Conway,is very wellknown
to the most of ourTuapekaresidents,having occupied withverygreat
acceptance the position of female teacher of the school for thehist
three years. Byher frank andgenerous disposition she has endeared
herself to all the children of the school, and gained for herselfa large
circleof friends. The bridegroom,Mr Wood, is a comparative stranger
to theplace,having only been a resident a few months! Butwe feelconfident that he only needs to be known tobe appreciated. He is &
youngmanof greatand versatile ability, is a goodmusician, audan
excellent teacher. Since he assumed themastershipof the school, it
has shown wonderfulsigns of vitality;andif the numbers continue
to increase as they have latelybeen doing, the capacious schoolroom,
willnot by anymeansbe toolarge for their accommodation.

Shortly after ten o'clock, Mr Larkinentered the roomwith thebride leaninguponhis arm, followed by the bridegroom andbrides-
maids— the MissesTopsy andTilly Wolfe,~and took theirplacesin
ront of the altar. By this time, a large crowdofladies andgentle-
menhadgatheredin the building to witness the ceremony. To the
right and left of the altar wore ranged onforms the childrenof theschool, trimly dressed for the occasion. The Rev. Father Larkin,
priestofthe parish,was the officiating clergyman,andafter adminis-
tering the sacrament toa considerable number of communicants, he
proceededto tie the silkenknot- The ceremony was a verysolemn
and impressive one, and was concluded by tliepriest addressing the
youngcoupleina few veryappropriateremarks, followedby theusual
prayers spoken at these times. Then came a general shaking ofhands, wishing a newly-wedded pair long life andevery happiness,
&c, &c. The children, meanwhile, retired to the other end of the
building to enjoy the cakes and sweets that wereprovided for them
without measure. After songs had been sung by Miss Dalton and
Mr Wood, which were accompaniedon theharmonium by Mrs Wood,
to thegreat delightof allpresent, a very pleasant scene was enacted,
viz., thepresentationof congratulatoryaddressesbeautifullyengrossed
on vellum, from the children to their teachers. The first was the
followingaddress toMrsWood, readbyMiss MaryBowes,andsigned
by a largenumber of the girls:

—"To Mrs John Wood.

THE LATE GRAND MASTER OF ENGLISHMASONS.

jVecertainly live inanage of extraordinary events,ifnot of miracles,lhe convemon of the luteGrand Master of English Masons, theMarquis ojn,pon,to theCatholic faith is so much beyond the orSnary course of events, that it may well be regardedISraeuloS-fa^nd ?g? g T » thß Conve"io» of Co-tanti.Te. Ll^nnlZd-,?n7« nf u'h M° CCUrreTeim\Bfccreate a s^ong sensation in thewinds
<
of all the Musons throughout the world. It must set every

been saU tUt the fairest flowers in the Anglican Church are being
o?EtnTmrtoth- PoPe'"8arrie1'- We now seethe mostem3ofJLnglblimeu— eminent for personal worth, rank, wealth,and talentquitting not only the Anglican Church, but\,n institutionTtill mor.)extenMvey dUlused and important-the Maionic body-to enter the2." 7 Wed?«{ J« *�oT,«.d shall probablynever know!
Oraiiu Ma-ter of the English Masons was led to perceive the claimsthe Catholic faith had to hi. a*e.,t. This, however we doknow:,hat theCatholic faith i,aDivinegift,and«Ul«>Ty begrantedto tho.e who ask it aright. No amount othuman study or leSgapait from Dmne grateand humility anddocility of mind will evfrprocure the Catholic faith to anyone. We „.«/£ su"e, slerefore5lereforeSriir^rid1 lnUch,lord J.{iP°n>B ««"* '.atural talenthis learnngaFnmt V* n'flecti°n °" theev«,tsoftheage now pawingbefore him, may haye contributedto openhie eyes to

Saslfr^ riftI?UP°f{ 7°^ m;nd *llich filtedhim t° receive that
CW*hJZB? J1!0 h,and°f God' The CtttJlolieC'I"^'is theChurch of the poor and lowly,n a more especialmanner. She canexist,„npito oi lhe opposition of thegreat and wealthy. Yet itKnodoubt, «o her great benefit whei.menot wealth and rank,and extendsocial undpohtical mfluence, likelordRipon, hove thegrace to loin

1'TTV- dilVder th«very peculiardrcumstaiSin which he w»s plated prior tohis r.ception.
«m«i

l!iMa*°llioJbwlTi° f which)ie WBB the lleadJnEngland, is theimpl.cat.le and deadly enemy of the Catholic Church. When theCWh conquertd li,m, tlurefore, she secured a most glorious tr"2'^h
"
P

HWblCll!MU° nmy Bl'PP°B0'Would beCratedin thetourtoiheavtn üboye with great joy, flB it certainly will be by all

KEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday,Oct. 3, 1874.
EngJiih-epeakingCatholics throughoutthe world. The EnglishBfaioanext,in point ofMasonic eminence, to LordRipon i> probablr thePrinceofWale*. Humanlyspeaking, it is veryunlikely that1./ willhave the jrrace to take a limilarstep to that which Lord Hipon hastaken;yet even lie, in common with all other English brethrenof the« mystic tie,"must be a littlestaggered at the course LordKipon lias taken, and feel ut their wits*end what to think about itWill Disraeli write anovel on the occasion, as he wrote"Loth&ir '»whenthe wealthy MarquisofBute joined theChurcli ? Lord Rinonisnovreak-nnndeddevotee,but a mm of the world,anda politician ofof exponence, besides being an influential member of the BritishHouse of Peers. His religious convictions and his politicalcreedmuttbe inunison. He sees tlie dangers which threatenChristendom frompresentinfluences,hostile to the Catholic Church, and he adoDts Hkcourse accordingly. He no doubthas a following— a party amonir theEnglishProtestantaristocracy,whosharehisconvictions,andwho.sooneror later, will foJow him into theChurch. Thenext to come over toRome may he Disraeli himself. We have seen quite as unlikelythingsinour time. Itwould not surprise us in the least to hear ofthe conversion bothofMrDisraeliand MrGladstone to the ChurchThe former lias just toltl us that Catholicismand Atheism are thetwo"great master powers inEurope at this hour. We mustall choose oneside or the other; Protestantism is politically dead. The enamies oftheCatholic Church generally,but throughout the British empire ininparticular,may well be puzzledand perplexedwhen they examineher positionat tins moment. There is no public demonstration ofphysical force being made on her behalf, or likely to be made Nopowerful military Governmentis lifting ahandor saying so much as
iiword in her favor. On the contrary, the ino#t powerful militaryGovernment inmodern times is laboring forher ruin. Catholicbishopsprießt6.nndrphgio.uire being gagged,reducedtobeggary.and drivenintoexile. HerVisible Headlnisbeenstrippedofnistemporalpossessions andisa virtual prisonerin the hands of hiseneuiie<,not sure of his hfc foraUuy. Yet,mspiteof all this,never was the Church more powerf(1or influential. Her Visible Head commands more reverence andrespect than themost powerfulandrichestof his enemies. She is ex-tending her triumphs in all lands, and mo»t of all in England, thenatural home ofthe free and thebrave. The chief causeofall this istobe sought for in thepower of prayerand the Sucraments. TheCatholics ofthe worldaronow united, withone heartandonemind inbesieging the Throne of God to entreat Him to showmercy to llisChurch. They have formed a solemn league of prayer for that endlhis is the true secret of the present triumph of the Church, Happyfor her when she does not trust to an armof flesh

—
to carnal weaponsto concordats, or Government patronage,but puts her chief trust mprayer and the providenceof God, to whom she commits her cause.Jhere i« apower at work inher interest superior to'thepower of Bis-marck or any of herenemies. Inshort, Providencehas its ownpolicy

and in thatpolicy Catholics now place their confidence. We see itdeveloping itself in such events as the conversionof theMarquis ofKipon. Far better that the Catholic faith progressin Kngland slowly
and steadil.?, as now,rather than by violent and euddea commotionsu-h asheralded"Protestantism"in the 16thcentury. Where noiseand tumult are, theretho spiritofGod willnot come.

RANDOM NOTES.
"

Aclilol'« nmnnjrye lakln' notro.And faithhe'd preut'cm,"
If

"oppositionbe the lifeof trade,"amalgamationmustdecidedlyhare quite a differenteffect. Eversince the unlucky hour in whichits birthright was barteredfor a mess of potage,has the "mercury"fallen lowerand lower, until, to the weatherwise, one glance is suffi-cient to descry hard times ahead. Alas! what a falling off! Frombeing ot one time the messenger to the gods,and the purveyor tofavoured mortals of a perfect ambrosia, its services havebeen trans-lered toanother region, anditnow labors toregale itspatientreaderswith hazy tales of printers' devils. And how fares it with thetruardian ? It,too, seems to share the fate of its "weakly"edition—pardon the orthography— towards .which with Upas-iike effectit
p
Wcted the part ot thepilot fish. As the somewhatlimitedstockof incorporatedoriginality Las of late been rather lavishly expendedni the manufacture ot facts for the daily, the suffering readersof theMercury have been surfeited with a particular misty production,morenotable for its length than logic,and for which their patience isrewarded with the information that the '

LytteltonTimes' had sub-stituted an s for an "r
"
;the " DunstnnTimes

'
hadbeenpublished

Tip T,U. !°nlg -UtT fT aU "II,"' an<*-horror of horrors!IHE Tablet had misplaced an "1." Poor Timon! you haveindeed, a great cause ofgrievance against thePress— ofwhichyouap-pear to be the self-constitutedcensor—and it is too bad not to haverelieved you from your dilemma, and furnished you with a growlAlthough you have proved yourself to be a "man of letters," andtkut j,otcr orthography is unimpeachable,candorcompelsme to statethatyou aresadly deficientin originality. Week by week the Echoesbecome more weak— this is fact,and not intended as a pun— whichseems topresage the date of their final dissolution as not afar off."lispity, but 'tis fact,my dearboy.
1haveheard it"onauthority

"
whichdocs notrequirethearrivalofHome papers for confirmation, that Chief Tiler (whichIpresume

TW fe£T« g
ri

W?° P° rfol?ll9the
"

abating"operation). Bakewell£mii * " ' V ?," &?" 18. torecciveasevere rapoverhis masonicknuckles torimprudently drawing such ahornet'snest about theearsof themystic brotherhood. Very manymonths since the moral andChristian society of which the zealous but indiscreetmemberseeks tobe the champion, receivedamost wholesomelesson,and oneithadthesense to profitby. Now,however,byapiece of stupid officiousness.the discreet silence so longmaintained maybe rendered nugatory Ihavebeen assured thatnotwithstandingthe pseudo-official toneof thedocument, and the imposing alphabeticalarray appended tothe signa-tire a verysmaU corner of the mystic veilhas has been liftedfor theenlightenment oftheworthymedico;and further, thatifitwere soughtto
'draw thebadger," the lion, member for Trinidad would be theasfcinstrument selected for the purpose. The worthy doctor )w oflate secured a lasting renown for his scientific researches into thewatery element and the monsters whichhis analysis brought so dis-agreeably to light,and ho had better rest onhis laurels. Hehas lustentered upon another analysis which if pursued will necessitate amere tropical temperature in the element, and the monstrosities of

indulge Insmorbid cravingtornotority,let his cacoelhes scribendi bedevotedto hisinteresting experiences as HealthOfficer of TrinidadSi]?Zi°m SHS
H T .".^.""fH^^uilyof their beingnew to any',still onmattersTnmdadicalhe is anauthority.
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