
Owikg- to the extreme inclemency of the weather, the Concert;
andMoonlight Excursionwhich was tohave taken placelast Wednes-day evening, had necessarily to be postponed. By anadvertisementwhichappears elsewhere it will be observed that the Committee havesmade arrangements for the carryingout of theprogramme onMondayevening, whenitis tobe hoped the weather will be morepropitious.
Itwillbe noticed also, thata slight change in the time of startinghas
been made, the steamer leaving the Jebty-street Pier at 6.45 p.m.,
instead of 6.30 p.m., aspreviously advertised.

Brthe lastmail, bis Lordship the MostRev.Dr.Moranreceiveda letter from tho Vicar-General, datedLondon,advising him of the do-partureof four priestsfotDuueclin. The rev.gentlemanwasunable to
secure four berthsin thesame vessel, but the JRev.Michael WalshandBey.Patrick O'Leary, sailed in the Calypso,whichleftLondon on the2nd August;and the two other clergymen were to follow either by

'

the E. P. Bouverie or the May Queen. The introductionof tieChristianBrothers will not takeplacefor some time yet, but, beforereturning, Father Coleuaan willmakearrangements for the placing of
anumber of youths inCollege, to be trained aspriests for the diocese.Itis also likely the Vicar-Greneralwill be accompaniedby twoorinore-clergymen. His arrivalmay be lookedfor inNovember.The usual fortnightly meetingof thoH.A.C.B. Society, washeldinSt.Joseph'sSchoolroomonMonday ovening, at whicha deputation,
from the Juvenile Contingent in connection Avith the Associationwasintroduced. The president of the juveniles stated that the members
of the

f
Contingent hearing that Bro. Bunny, the President of St.Joseph'sBranch, wasabout leaving the district, were anxious togive

expressionto then- gratitude for his efforts in the organisationof theContingent,andhis unceasing care since its establishmentin its giii_

XEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, Sept. 26, 1874
JMason into the secretgrade of Perfect Mistress. Beforeall else,they reqVre from them the terrible oath whichchains them to the sect for their whole lives. 'Iswear,'
she says.

'
Ipronise to keep faithfully in myheart the

secrets of male find female Masonry. Ioblige myself tothis under pain of being cut topieces by the swordof theExterminating Ang^l.' The G«% M/# immediately pro-
claims bet 1'erfectMistress, and addresses those words toher:

— 'My dear,now that youhavebeen initiatedinto thesymbolicarcanumofMasonry ;now that the light of truthhas shone upon your eyes, superstitions (that is to say,the faith inand the fear ofGod), which you perhaps hadstillpreserved in the corner of your brain,aredissipated,
an arduous ha sublime task is henceforth imposed uponyou. This is it:listen. The firstof your obligations willhe to embitter thepeopleagainst priests and Icings. In thecafe, theatre,soirees, ever labor for this sacred and holyintention. There remains but one secret for me to revealtoyou,and we shall speak of it in alow voice." And he
annouuees that the final completion of thesecretmissionofMasonry "is the annihilation of all religious and
morarchcal authority." Ourreaders will now be able tojudge as to the truth of Dr.Bakewkll's statement thatthereis nothing inFreemasonry opposed,to Christianity.

was returned, together with the cottages, would becomethe property of the Council. We regret to say the actionof the municipal body on this,as onanother occasion,hashad the tendency to impede rather thau to assist theProvincial Government in their efforts to meet the neces-sitiesand make provision for our immigrants. "With all
respect for the dicta of Councillors Fishand Isaacs, wemaintain that the Provincial Government are simply per-forming their duty in seeking to make provision for the
permaueafc stay of those they have been the means ofintroducing;and weimagine that Councillor Meeceb wilLfiud but few to endorse his statement that inerecting thesenecessary cottages, the Government weretaking the'bread
out of the citizens' mouths. Itmust not belost sight offthat the cottages which are sought to be provided willbeonly obtainable by the payment of a very high weeklyrental; and it certainly eeems to us that the conduct ofthe Councillors, so far from being in the interests of thecitizens, is in reality of a detrimental character ; andinstead of the mass being effected otherwise than bene-
ficially, the only persons who willhave cause to complain
are those who are atpresent profiting by theexorbitantdemands made. The Provincial Government do not
undertake the task with a view of making profit by it,
and the keepersof the city pursehave the optionof eitherassistiug the authorities in the manner proposed, or bytaking the matter into their ownhands,to takeadvantage
of the presenthigh rents ruling, and receive a good profit
on their outlay. Wo are quite sure their acquiescenceiiieither modes wouldmeet with the geueral approvalof the
ratepayers,and be far more acceptable than the dog-in-the-
mangerpolicyadvocated.

HIS HONOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL.
It isamatter for regret that the praiseworthy efforts of.His Honor the Superintendentto mitigate thecrying wantof house accommodation,hasmet with so little sympathyatthehands of the City Fathers. Indeed, the tone of the<liscussion evoked by the receipt of Mr Macutdhew'sxetter, asking for their co-operation in meeting the dif-ficulty, while being scarcely courteous in its hearingtowardsHis Honor, was far from creditable to either theliberality or good sense of those engaged. Setting asidethe object sought to be effected, for which the temporaryuse of the land had been asked, and viewing the matterirompurely a commercial point of view, we shouldhe in-clined to imagine, judging from the selfishness which wasapparent throughout the debate, that the very liberal offerot the Government would be accepted by the Councilwithout hesitation. The terms upon which the land hasbeen applied for are so clearly advantageous to the Cor-poration, that it is almost impossible to believe that itsmembers were totally uninfluenced by private motives,and wereacting purely as the guardians of the interests ofthe citizens. The argument advancedby Councillor Fishthat neither the Government nor the Corporation werelustified m entering into competition with private enter-prise would, no doubt, under ordinary circuinstan-esentitle it to support ;but that gentleman seems to mvetotallyignored the fact thatprivate enterprise had & iownno disposition whatever to meet the difficulty ;and that theGovernment had not steppedinuntil matters had reachedsuch a stage as to make aiiy further inaction on their parthighly culpable. Had Mr Fish carried his argument
somewhat further, and maintained that the Governmenthadno right whatever to enterinto competition withthosecolonists whohad paid their passage,byimporting oppo-sitionlabor,he might not find many to endorse his viewsbut his reasoning would at least have the merit of con-sistency. To urge,however, that while the fuuds of theColony should be freely expended in the introduction oflabor but thatbecause capitalists wouldnot,the authoritiesshouldnot take such means as were necessary to perma-nentlysettlethose for whose introduction theyhad paid
is ahue of policy worthy of MrFisir,hut not at all crelditable to him as a politician. Though we are far fromendorsing the opinions expressed during the discussion,were we satisfied of their sincerity, we would be mosthappy to accord them our respect; but inasmuch as theCity Council havehitherto entered rather extensively intocompetitionwith citizens— and not always on the advan-tageous terms now offered— weare ata loss to account foritsnewly-awakenedscrupulousness. Notwithstanding thelaw which gives to the owner of land any structureWtthereon, we know of instances of propertybuilt on Cor-porationground which does not revert to the groundland-lord at expiry of lease without adequate remuneration,lhe land, the temporary use ofwhich has been appliedforll e,^overfmeut'j» afc Present lying vacant, returningno rental,andwere the request acceded to— besides obvi-atingthe present serious evil— when the outlay of erection

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
The expressionof opinion so freely andunmistakeablyevincedbythe Corporation with regard to the applicationmade by His Honor forcottsigo sites, has been Anther endorsed by the recommendation of theReserves Committee, for whose considerationit was submitted;andacting on the advice of that, committee, the Council have respectfully

declined to accede to theproposal. In the face of this refusal, it isgratifying to find tlie (Government determined and prepared to meetthe difficuliy, andby taking thematterat once in hand, allow no time
to elapsemcnrmnj{out their designs. The object of the applicationwas with (heview of erecting the cottages in a somewhat central posi.
tion of the city, the Council having much ground at its disposal inekevicinity of the wharves andrailway station. The proposal, howeverhaving met withsuch Disfavour at thehands of the representatives ot"the citizens, the railway workshop,at Hillside, is to be appropriatedtothe purpose, on which30cottagesare to be forthwitherected,onehalfcontaining three, and theremainder four rooms. We are pleased tolearn that the evils which we pointedout in connection with the cot-tiigeserected on the Anderson's Bay road will be carefully avoided.Eachhouse willhave a separate yard,and the larger ones furnishedwith a garden in front;while the provision of wide and properly-metalled streets will allowof sufficient access to each dwelling. Alto-gether the buildings are tobo of a superior kin! to any yet erected bytheGovernment;anduot only will the accommodation be more,suit.

able to the class of persons likely to occupy them, but they will beobtainableatmuch lower rates thanhave been hithertodemandedforthe inferior buildings. There cannot be the least doubt, that,evenafc
a greatly reduced rental, the Government will receive a~very liberalinterest on their outlay, while their proximity to the railway workshops isbound toensure permanent tenants, when the present demaufor accommodation shall havepassed away.
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