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. THE AMERICAN PILGRIMAGE.TO ROME.

Ir wonld seem wonderful ab any. time to find numbers of men and
women lenving their homes and occcupations for weeks and months,
merely to gratify a religions impulee. But it i gspecially extra-
ordinary that when the temporal sovereignty of the Papacy Las ceased,
and apparently the great Powera have nenquieseed in its ceesation,
Cntholics from every portion of the universs should flack to the feet
of the Holy Father to msnifest their sympathy with him in his
misfortunee, nnd testify their unslterab’e dovotion to the Chair of St.
Pefer. The constant strenm of Catholic visitors to the Vatican forms,
A8 jt were, n visible condemnation of the policy which has despoiled
Pius IX. of his dominijuns, nid a Yiving protest agninst the infamous
persecution to which the Catholic Church has been exposed, The
Ameriean was but one out of many pilgrimazes ; yet, in some respects,
it was the most remarkable of them all.  Tlhe distance to be travelled
was immenss, the fatigue to be endured sorresponded with the length
of the journey, and the cort was an item of considerable inportancs.
The persens composing the pilarimage wore not altogether of that
class of enciety to which an expedition to Rome could be n mere
Pleasure tsip. They were mostly persons engaged ia business avocn-
tions, wlho eot about their pilgrimage in a serions and devout fashion,
ketting at nought all the rules usually (oliowed by undertakers of
holiday eveursions. They, at first, intended to exclude ladies from
their number, and only reluctantly admitted to companionship a few
zeslons women who would not be excluded. They chose for their
Directar on the way out a grave and pious prelate, Bishop Dwonger
of Fort Wayne, who labored indefutigably to sapply duoving the
voyage {rom Few York to Havre, epivitual ministrations to his fellow-
travellers. Masses were said on board -every duy, instructions were
held twice A day, ond a kind of spiritunl retreat was practiced by the
pilgrims. 6 was not without diffieulty that this part of the pro-
gramme was esrried out, Tke exclusive use of the second cubin of
their steambnnt had been yaid fory but by some negleet this advantage
was rot enjoyed, and rome Frenchmen of the Communist class gave
the pilgrime ecnsiderable annoyance, jeering and insulting them while
engaged in their devotions. At Paris and Versailles the hotel and
travelling arrongements were not made as skilfully as they might huve
been, the pilgiime meeting with the msusl experience of those who
Jowmey in strange lends without scquaintance with the language or
habite of the inhabitante, Americans travel in their own country
with comparative comfort, and are accustomed to pay liberally. 1t
seemed fo them extraordisury to be vompelled to endure the discom-
forts of Kuropean ruilways and the estortions of French hotels, to
which unwary guests are inevitably exposed if they cunnot make their
wants understood. Once arvived at Rowme the pilgrims were at case.
They found a warm weicome, compatriots and friends. Dr Chatard,
Roctor of the American College at Rome, Monsignor Eitby, of the
Tish Collepe, and Monsignor Btonor, who represented the Foreign
Bociety for Catho'ic Tnterests, were untiring in efforts to do honor to
the pilgrims.  1he Pope guve them on earl 7 andience, and s reception
which impressed by its cordiality and solemuity tlie habituds of the
Vaticon.  His Holiness gnve private aundiences (o several members of
the pilgrimage, admitting il of them to the privilege of receiving from
diis sacred hands the Euchoristie Bread. The Romans ook the visit
of the Amecricons a3 one madoe to themselves as weli as to the Pope.
Manv Cardinals attended the American audience. The Roman Society
for Qathalie Intevests, of wiicl the noblest princes fori part, struck
off n medal specially for presentation to the Amevieans, and gave each
of the pilgrims o diploma of honorary membership. Cardinal Bor-
ramen, on behalf of the same Society, opeved his rooms in the Allieri
Poluce for the evening reception of the pilgrims. Mgr. de Merode
invited them to hear Mass in the Basilice, or rather within the ruins
of the Basilica of 8t. Petroniila, lutely discovered on his property at
Tor Mtiuncin, The Mass was aaid by Curdinel Franchi, whe adimninis-
tered Communion to the pilgrims, and wddressed them from the
centie of the apsr, the spot where Grego:y the Gireat preahed
cenbuvies ngo. After the rermon breakfust wus served in a building
on the farm, and after the breakfist Commendasove ds Kossi, the
archieologist, gave in the Busilicn an explanatory lecture upon the
discovery of 1he Rasilics and the monument of Nereus and Achilleus.
Perlizps 1his was the strangast of al! the experiences of the pilgrims.
Tiey came from the New World to seo the Qhief and Head of modern
Catholicity, and now they stood face to fuco with the freshly exhumed
monumenta of the first awe ot Christianity, The fraugments of the
Damasisn ineeription to Nereus and Achilieus, the maimed surcopla-
gus, the mutilnted pittars, nnd the stone vase, once used to collect for
pilarims like themselves the drops of oil from the lumps burning in
houor of the nartyrs—sull ust have brought up extraordinary uss
sociations cf Clrisiian life as it was fourieen centuries age. 'Tho
American pilgrima return to their homes more than satisfied with
their jowney. They expected civility nud respeet. They received
cardizlty sud sffection.” From Pius 1X, they had a truly fatherly
weleome.  The nebles and Cutholies of Rome took pains to express
their gralitude tu the Americsns for their visit. The pilgrims were,
indeed, niade the subject of angry end ipsulting articlesin the revolu.
tivaary journals, but this kind of persecution excited neither resentment
nov burprise. Tt is but natural that these pilgvimages und deputarions
should irritate the men sgrinst whose policy they form o protest and
and so appeal bifore 1hie world. The bumbardment of Rome and the
detlironement of the Fope were either approved or condemned by all
the Sovernnients of the carth. No govercign taised Lis voice in de-
precation of the most unculled-for and most treaclierous invasion of a
peseelul and friencly kingdom ever recorded in lhistory. But the
C: thelic populations of all civilised em) ires are now doing what their
rulers fuiled to do. They are expressing their strong sympathy with
the dethroned ind offivted Pins IX., and publishing to the utiverse
the morul condemmation « £ the perpetrators of his deprivation, The
plunderers of thie Pope offered him o pension which he refused. Its
arceptance would bave been a practical condondtion of guilt, and Pias
1X. would have been—if tie piirase be allowable—an accessory a ter
the fuct to Liis own spoilation, The line of conduct adopted by His

Holiness was followed by Outholics. The prisoner of the Vatican is
to-day comparatively richer than lis conqueror, 'The treasury of the
invador is empty, aud the king's eivil list is.bankrupt. The Parlia-
ment of United Italy declares itself incompetent to provide funde
essentinl to the defence of the new kingdom. But the liberality of
Catholics enables Pius IX. to maintain his small Caurt and dispense
charity even to his enemies. He relieves much of the wretchedness
and misery introduced into Roms since 1870 ; and to many distresse i
servanty of the n»w Government, who apply to him for charity, he
sends relief in the shape; not of depreciated paper, but of sounding
golden coin, Pius 1X. will make ino compromise with his foes. They
would gledly make him theirtool. The Servus Servorum refuses, how-
ever, to follow the enr of revalutionary triumph, or to be the willing
elave of an earthly king. He acts, spesks, and auffary, not in his own
hame or person, but in the name and person of the persecuted Chureh.
His passive resistance to overwhelming violence, and his constant pro«
testation against the usurpers of his rights, are regurded with mingled
feelings of disappoinements and roge by the enemies of Catholicity,
who vainly hoped to separate the cause of Pius IX. from that of the
Chuveh, and to make the downfall of the Pope an ‘instriument foe
destroying Oliristianity. Tue judgment of the Catholic world is now
plainly proncunced ; and the verdict of Catholic opinion in every
portion of the globe i distinetly in favour of the preseut ecenpant of
{he Pontifical throne. The Vicor of Christ is one with his flock.
Bhoepherd and fold stand or fall together. Persecution may lead to
the withdrawal of o few unfaithful and false members, but renders the
fuithful and true disciples more united wnd loving, The American
pilgrims anid o the Pope: * We ara come to profess our devotion gud
to offer lo you ourselves, our property, and, if you require it, onr Lyes”
This message of Ameriean Cathiolics is identical with that of all Oxtho-
lics. Tt i3 the great messnge with those atready sent Go the. Vatican
from Great Britain and Ireland, from France, Bolgiam, Spain, Hol-
Iand, Austria, and Australia. The pordecuted Catholies of Germany
and Switzerladd hold the snme language of earnest attuchment to the
Head of the Chureh, and firm vesolution not to waver in alleginnce to
the Holy See. We believo these pilgrimiages will continue and even
Inercase in number. That they do immense good, we huve no doubt.
They afford consolation to the august Head of the Chureh, who' feels
theered and sustained by the devotion of Catholics. They satisfy the
inwnrd aspirations of tha pilgrims thewselves, who finds theiv faith
confirmed by intercourse wirth the Supreme Pontiff, and are impelled
Ly an irresistible impulse to manifest their allegiance in person totheie
spiritual Head. And these pilerimnges form besides an outward
testimony to the vations, and to the statesmen who rule the destinies’
of kingdums, thsat the cause of Pius IX. is the eause of Catholicity,
and that the policy of His Holiness is endorsed by the suifruges of
Catholies in every part of the wbrld.

These pilgrimages also furhish an unanswerable argument to those
who assert tho deeline of Catholicism and who sffirm, in apite of sueh
evident proof to the contrary, the disinclination of the Cethelie uity
to embrace the cause of Pius IX. and to follow the decisions of the
Vatican Council. Infidols suy that Christianity is effete and moribund,
and point mysterionsly to some gospel of the future which will super-
sede that of Jesus Christ.  These vapid assertions of unbelievers ure
contradicted by the esperionces of every passing day. The Church in
Americe, at all events, shows no tokens of decay, and the pilgmmages
to the Vatican avriving from various quarters of the globe prove that
vigorous life etill beats in the heart of the Catholic Catholic Chureh.
It dungers threaten the faith in Europe we may remembasr Cardinal
Castracuni’s saying, that the salvation of the Chwureh will one day come
from America.~* London Tublet.’

TEE CRISIS IN BELGIUXML.

(From a correspondent of the ‘ London Tablet’.)

WrrHIN the last few days Catholic Belgium has pased through an
all-important ¢risis. The agitation hers lias been inteuse, and I very
much doubt whether the importance of the interests at stake has bezen.
a3 yet appreciated by our Catholic brethren in Kngland, According
to the Belgina Constitution, one half of the Purlinment had to offer
irsclf for re-election this year, and ou the result of this eleciion da-
panded tlie fute of the present Cathulic Ministry, and therefore, of the
welfure of the Catholic body of Belgium. Within the last fow yeuts
the Liberal putty huve been making Herculeun effurts; in inany ways
they had vestly improved their forces and their positions aud there
was the greatest fesr in many minds of their ultimate suceess. The
@utholies, of course, could not behindhand, snd every nerve has been
straned, every liuman means thut seamed possible hns been develaped
in order to securve the victory, The excitement has been steadily
grawing for the lust few months. Not only the scenes in the Chamber,
but stilt more, perhaps, the exertions of the newspapers on both sides
buve borne witness to this, To the ¢ Bien Pabiuc’ of Ghent avery
praize i due for its untiving drillng of the Cathelic electqrs. Tndeed,
the press, in one shape or anotber, plays the chiel purts in these con-
tusts. Newspapers, placards, letteds ure constancly being issued, and
on the eve ot an election all avsilabla Lunds ave set to work, even on
the mechunical part of the business. I am told, for instance, thut at
Ghent thie Cutholic students devote themselves ut such a time to turn-
ing the roilors, cutting, folding, and whatever other duties are con-
nected with the mystevies of printing. .

Indeed, the Grhent eloction has been the central point of the
whole campaign, and on Gheut depended in the leng run the whole
chain of results. The city itself would decidedly be a thoroughly un-
Catholic constitnency, but it is the Catholio peasanty .of the surround-
ing district who salter the fuce of aflnirs, This makes the struggle
dhtfienlt for us, because the poor Cutholic peasautry have to be
instructed, drilled, and protected, not only for soplistry, but even
from open violense. For the atudy burghers have lost nono of the
warlike and turbulent spirit which made shem fumous for several
cenluvies, since the time when they defeasted Edward _I. of Engl»'md.
with his 23,000 men in the 13th esntury, and held their own sguinst



