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Holiness was followed by Catholics. Tho prisonerof the Vaticanisto-day comparatively richer than his conqueror. The treasuryof th»ijivnder is empty, and the king's civil li«t is,.bankrupt. The Parlia-ment of United Italy declares itself incompetent to provide fundsessential to the defence of the new kingdom. Butthe liberality ofCatholics enables Pius IX. to maintain his small Court and dispensecharity eventohis enemies. He relieves much of the wretchednessand misery introduced intoRome since 1870 j and tomany distressei
servants of the n»w Government-, who apply to him for charity, hesends reliefin the shape/ not of depreciatedpaper, butof soundinggolden coin. Pius IX.willmake ho compromise withhis foes. Theywould gladly makehimtheir tool. The Servus Servorum refuses, how-ever, to follow the car of revolutionary triumph, or tobe the willing
slare of anearthly king. He acts, speaks, and suffers, not in his ownname or jperspn, "but in the nameandpersonof thopersecuted Church.Iliapassive resistance to overwhelming violence,andhis constant pro-testation against the usurpers of his rights, are regarded with mingled
feelings ofdisappoinomentsand rage by tho enemies of Catholicity,,
who vainly hopedto separate the cause of Pius IX.from thatof theChurch, and to make the downfall of the Pope an instrumentfordestroyingChristianity. Tue judgment of the Catholic worldis nowplainly pronounced;and the verdict of Catholic opinion in everyportion of the globe is distinctly in favour of the present occupant oftkft PontiCcal throne. The Vicar of Christ is one with his flock.Shepherd and fold stand or fall together. Persecution may lead tothe withdrawalofa few unfaithful and falsemembers, but renders thefaithful And true disciples more united and loving. The Americanpilgrimssaid to tho Pope:" We are come toprofess ourdevotion andtooffer to youourselves, ourproperty,and, ifyourequireit, our lives."
This messageofAmerican Catholics is identical with thatof all Catho-
lics. Itis the great message with those already sent to the,Vaticanfrom Great Britain and Ireland, from France, Belgium, Spain, Hol-land, Austria, and Australia. The persecuted Catholics of Germany
and Switzerladdhold the same language of earnest attachment to the
Head of the Charch, and firm resolution not to waver in allegiance to
the Holy See. We believe these pilgrimages will continue andeven
lncrense innumber. That they do immense good, wehavenodoubt.They affordconsolation to the august Head of the Church, who" feelacheered and sustained by the devotionof Catholics. They eatisfy the
inward aspirations of the pilgrims themselves, who finds their faithconfirmed by intercourse with the Supreme Pontiff, and are impelled
by an irresistible impulsetomanifest their allegiance in person to* theirspiritual Head. And these pilgrimages, form besides an outward
testimony to the na+ions, and to the statesmen who rule the destinies-"of kingdoms, th&t the cuuse of Pius IX.is the causeof Catholicity,and that thepolicy of His Holiness is endorsed by the suffrages ofCatholics inevery part of the wbrld.

Thesepilgrimages also furnishan unanswerable argument to thosawho assert tho decline of Catholicism and who affirm, ia spite of suchevidentproof to the contrary, the disinclination of the Catholic laity
to embrace the cause of Pius IX.and to follow the decisions of the>
Vatican Council. Infidels say thatChristianity iseffete andmoribund,
audpoint mysteriously to some gospelof the future which will super-
sede that of Jesus Christ. These vapid assertions of unbelievers are
contradictedby the experiencesof every passing day. The ChurchiaAmerica, at all events,shows no tokens of decay, and the pilgrimages
to the Vatican arriving from various quarters of the globepro»e that
vigorous life still beats in the heart of the Catholic Catholic Church.If dangers threaten the faith inEurope we may remember Cardinal
Castracani's saying, that the salvationof the Churchwill one day comefromAmerica.

— '
London Tablet.'

THE AMERICAN PILGRIMAGE TO ROME.
Itwouldseem wonderful at any.,titne to, find nnmbers of menand
■women leaving their homes and occupations for weeksand months,
merely to gratify a religious impulse. But it is especially extra-
ordinary that when thetemporalsovereignty of the Papacy has ceased,
and apparently the great Powers have acquiesced in its cessation,
Catholic* from everyportion of the universe should flock to the feet
of the Holy Father to manifest their sympathy with him in hismisfortunes,nnd testify their Tinalterab'e devotion to the Chairof St.
Peter. The conptantstrenm ofCatholic visitors to the Vatican forms,
asit were,nvisible condemnation of the policy whichhas despoiledPiusIX.of his dominions, nndn living protest against tho infamous
persecutionto which the Catholic Church lms been exposed. The
American was but oneout ofmanypilgrimages ;yet,in some respects,
it was the most remarkable of thorn all. The distance tobe travelled
wns immense, the fatigue tobe enrtured^corresponded with the length
ofthe journey, and the co.*t wa« an item of considerable inportance.
The persona composing the pilgrimage wore not altogether of that
class of society to which an expedition to Rome could be a mere
pleasure toip. They were mostly persons engaged ia business avoca-
tion", who set about their pilgrimage in aFortous anddevout fashion,
setting at nought all the rules usually followed by undertakers of
holiday excursions. They, at first, intended to exclude ladies from
their number, and only reluctantly admitted tocompanionshipa few
zealous women who would not be excluded. They chose for their
Directoron the way out a prave and pious prelate, Bishop Dwenger
of Fovt Wayne, who labored indefatigably to supply during the
"voyage from Few York to Havre,spiritual ministrations to his fellow-
travellers. Masses were snid on board every duy, instructions were
held twice n day, andakind of spiritual retreat waspracticed by the
pilgrim?. It was not without difficulty that this part of the pro-
gramme wns enrried out. The exclusive use of the second cabin of
their stenmbnnt hadbeenpaid for;butby someneglect this advantage
was rotQjijiijed, and some Frenchmen of tho Communist class gave
the pilgrims considerable annoyance, jeeiingand insulting them v\hile
eng«ped in their devotions. At Paris and Versailles the hoteland
travellingarrangements were not madeas skilfully as they might;havebeen, the pilgiims meeting with the ueunl experience of those who

journey in sirans-e hinds without acquaintance with the language or
habits of the inhabitants. Americans travel in their own country
with compnrative comfort,and are accustomed to pay liberally. It
seemed to them extraordi.-iary to be compelled to endure the discom-
forts of European railways and the extortions of French hotels, towhichunwnry guests are inevitably exposed if they cannot make their
wants understood. Once arrived at Rome the pilgrims were at case.
They found a warm welcome,compatriots and friends. Dr Chatard,
Hector of the American College at Rome, Monsignor Kirby, of the
liish College, and Monsignor Stonor, who represented the Foreign
Society for Catho'ic Interests, were untiring inefforts to do honor to
thepilgrims. '1he Pope gave them an carl? audience, anda receptionwhich impressed by its cordiality and solemnity tlie habitu6s of the
"Vatican. His Holiness gave private audiences to severalmembers of
thepilgrimage, admitting allof them to theprivilege of receiving from
his sacred hands the Eucharis«tic Bread. The Romans took the visit
of the Americans as one mado to themselvesas well as to thePope.
Many Cardinals attended the American audience. The Roman Society
for Catholic Interest?,of which the noblest princes form part,struck
off amed:il specially for presentation to the Americans, and gave each
of the pilgrims a diploma of honorary membership. Cardinal Bor-
romen,on behalf of the some Society,openedhis rooms in the Allieri
Palace for the evening reception of the pilgrims. Mgr. de Merode
invited them tohear Mass in the Basilica, or rather within theruins
of the Basilicaof St. Petronilla, lately discovered on his property at
TorMtiancia, The Mass wassaid by CardinalFranchi, who adminis-
tered Communion to the pilgrims, and addressed them from the
centie of the apso, the spot where Gregoiy the G'eat preached
centuries ago. After the sermon breakfast was servedin abuilding
on the farm, and after the breakfast Commendatore de Rossi, the
archaeologist, gave in the Basilica an explanatory lecture upon the
discovery of fheBasilica and themonument of Nereus and Achilleus.
Perhapsilxia was the strangest of aIJ the experiencesof the pilgrims.
They c-iime from the New World to see the Chief andHead ofmodern
Catholicity,-andnow they stood face to face with the freshly exhumed
monuments of the first a^e ot Christianity. The fragmentsof the
Damasian insciiption to Nereus and AehiUeus, themaimed sarcopha-
gus, themutilated pillars, nnd the stone vase,once used tocollect for
pilgvini3 like themselves the drops of oil from tho lamps burning in
honor of the n.artyrs

—
all must have brought up extraordinary as~-

eociations cf Chrisuun life as it was fourteen centuries ago. *Tho
Ameiiean pilgrims return to their homes more than satisfied -with
their journey. They expected civility aud respect. They received
cordiality and niloction. From Pius IX. they hada truly fatherly
welcome. The nobles and Catholics of Home took pains to express
their grufitudo to tho Americana for their visit. Thepilgrims were,indeed,made the subject of angry and insulting articlesin therevolu-
tionary journals,butthis kindof persecution excitedneitherresentment
nor Mirprifre. Itis butnatural that thesepilgrimages anddeputations
ehouid irritate themen against whose policy they form aprotest and
and anappeal btfuretlie world. The bombardmentofRome and the
dethronement of the Tope were either approved or condemned by all
theGovernments of the- earth. No sovereign raised his voiceinde-
precation of the most uncalled-for and most treacherous invasion of a
peaceful and frienc'ly kingdom ever recorded in history. But the
Ci tholic populationsof till civilised emjires arenow doing what their
ruleis failed to do. They are expressing their strong sympathy with
the dethronednnd afilieted Pius IX., and publishing to the universetheuiorul condemnation< f the perpetrators of his deprivation. The
plunderersol the Popeoffered him a pension whichhe refused. Its
a"i<eptance would havebeen apractical condonation of guilt, andPiusIX.would havebeen

—
if tlie phrase be allowable

—
anaccessory a ter

tlie fact tohis own spoliation. TUo lino of conduct adoptedby Hid

THE CRISIS IN BELGIUM.
(From a correspondentof the'LondonTablet.)

Withijt the last few day's Catholic Belgium has passed through an
all-importantcrisis. The agitation here has been inteuse, andIveiy
much doubt whether the importance of the interests at stake has been,
as jet appreciatedby our Catholic brethrenin .England. According
to the Belgiau Constitution, one half of the Parliament had to offer
itself for re-election this yenr, aud on the result of this election de-
pended tlio fateof the present Catholic Ministry,and therefore,of the
welfare of the Catholic body of Belgium. Within the last few yeara
theLiberal pavty have beenmaking Herculean efforts;in many ways
they had vastly improved their forces and their positions and th-?re
was the greatest fear in many minds of their ultimate success. The
(catholics, of course, could not behindhand,andevery nerve has been
B<ra;ned,every humanmeans that seemed possiblehas been developed
in order to secure the victory. The excitement has been steadily
growing for the lust few months. Not only the scenes in the Chamber,
but still more, perhaps,the exertions of the newspapers on both sides
hare borne witness to this. To the 'Bien Pubic of G-hent-. p.v&ry
praiseis due for its untiring drilling of the Catholic electors. ludeed,
the press, in. one shape or another, plays the chief parts in these con-
tests. Newspapers,placards, letters are constantly being issued, and
|on the eveot an election all available hands are set to work,evenon
themechanical part of the business. lam told, for instance, that at
Ghent theCatholic students devote themselves at such a time to turn-
ing the rollers, cutting, folding, and whatever other duties arecon-
nected with themysteries of printing.

Indeed, the G-hent eloction has been the central point of the
whole campaign, and on Ghent depended in the long run the wholo
chain ofresults. The city itself would decidedly be a thoroughly uu-
Catholic constituency, but. itis the Catholic peasanty .of the surround-
ing district who alter tho face of affairs. This makes the struggle
difficult for us, because tho poor Catholic peasantry have to be
instructed, drillod, and protected, not only for sophistry, but even.
from open violence. For the study burghers have lost nono of the
warlike and turbulent spirit which made them famous for several
centuries, since the time when they defeated Edward I.ofEngland
withhis 25,000 menin the 13th century,and held theirownagainst
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