
lution was to spread throughoutEurope, where there would benotranquihty until the WhiteFlower should again,ascend the throne ofFrance..
The closeconnectionbetween the peace of France, secured by areturn to her legitimate government, and this grand peace of theworld, exceeding any it has yet enjoyed and accompanied by theexaltation of the Church, was, as we have seen, foretold by AnnaAlaria Taigi, andhas been the burden of prophecy, wemay say,sincethe daysof St.Remigius, when that holy bishop, in anointing Clovis,declared thatFrance was predestined by God for the defenceof the

Onurch. Hence she was to enjoy greatness and powerco-eval with
the world s duration;but every time that she should fail in the ful-.lillment of her vocation she should meet with terrible punishment.( onnected with this prophecy is one which can be traced ashigh astheninthcentury;that which announces that in the latter days shall
arise a great andpowerful Monarch of that illustriousnation, againstwhom no one willbe able tostand, for the handofthe Lordshould be
wMjhKirn. He was to hayo dominioninEast and West, andsubjugateTurks and barbarians to his J(vay. « Doctores nosrridicunt/ wroteKabanusMaurus, who was Abbot of Fulda (822), andsubsequentlyArchbishop ofMayence, 'quodunusex vjgibus EYancdrum Roinanurnimperium ex mtejiro tenebifc, gui in novissimo tempore erit, et ipse
maximus et omnium regumultimiis.' Inhis time there was tobe a
great andholyPontiff, with whom heis ever associated;andso strongwas this ancient belief, which haa never died away, that the non-appearance of this great king was held by a monk, at the close of the
ninthcentury, as proof that the worldcould notbe neapits end at the
commeucement of the tenth. It is interesting also to note tkat St.Francis de Sales expressed a hope that HenriIV.might prove to bothepredicted monarch. An ancient and celebrated prophecy attri-buted toSt. Cesarius, who flourishedin the fifth century, andrecorded
inabookentitled 'Liber Mirabilis,1printed in 1524, a/jopy of which
exists in what was theImperial Library of Paris,after minutely des-cribing thehorrors of the Revolution and thepersecutionand desola.

'
tion of the Church, proceeds to say that when the whole world, andFrance in particular (Lorraine and Champagne being specially
mentioned), shall havebeenaprey to great miseries and tribulations,succour will comefrom a|orince who shall regain the throne of the lily.Tins prince will extend his dominion everywhere. Ab the same timethera will be a greatPope, amanmost holy and of consummate perfec-tion, who shall have withhim this most virtuousprince sprung fromtheblood of the Frankish kings. This king will aid him in reform-
ing the world;and there will be one only law, one only faith, on*only baptism;he will bring back many from error to theHoly See,
and forlong yearspeace shall endure,beaauso the auger ofGodshallbe stayed. Examples mightbe multiplied.

l'hu same traditionarybelief prevails,and has prevailedfor agesthroughout theEast. The Turks in theheight of their power, andafea time when Asia seemed tomenace Europe much more thanEurope
to menace Asia, had not forgotton the ancient prophecies, whichannouncedthe destruction of the OttomanEmpire by theChristians.With tkern.ChristiansandFranks are one and the same, seeing that
inthe East the French represent Christianity. Now theseFranks, orFrench, are to be led by a greatkingwho shall subject thewhole East
to the religionof Christ. A prophecy well known in the East,andattributed to St. Gregory of Armenia, called theIlluminator, 3ays,'
A valiantnationshall come:it willbe that of theFranks ;and theworld will join itself to this nation, and Asia shall be converted.''
-The East is in expectation,' writes an Oriental traveller;'traditionhas taught it that a greatking of France willbe at once its craquerorand its liberator.' So lively have ever been these Oriental traditionsthat the Arabs and Turks of Jerusalem have walledup the gate bywhich it is said the greatKing of France will enter whenhe comes to-vanquish the East.

The Comte de llaistre, who -was gifted withmarvellous sagacity
arid penetration,almost resembling a propheticinstinct, thus expresseshimself in his « Soiiees,de St. Petersbourg:' "

the greatevent of this
century will not be a political, but a moral revolution, and it is theFrenchnation whichis to be the instrument of thia revolution,'whichwill be the greatest of revolutions. Many theologians and greatscholarshave believed that facts of thehighest order andnear to theiraccomplishment are anaounced in. the Apocalypse. More than ever,then, ehouid we study prophecies;for we must hold ourselves pre-paredfor an immense event in the divine order, towards which we
arehastening withan accelerated speed that mast strike all observers.Religion reigns nolonger on earth;thehuman race cannot remain inthis state. There is not a religious man in Europe(Ispeak of theeducatedclass) who at this moment is notin expectationofsomething
extraordinary.' How much more cogeut do these words seeminour
time!

Saints ofoldhave,as we said, combined withholy persons in ourowndays, in foretellinga great judgment that should come upon theworld, in terms which, while they preclude the idea thut they arealluding to the endofall and the final judgment,nevertheless point tosomething entirelyunprecedentedin times pasb, which shall introducethe era of peace and glory to the Church of which we have been,
speaking. The grandund leading ideasof tribulation, judgment, andrenovation seem embodied in the following words of St. Catherine ofSienna,set downfrom her own lips by her director, theBlessedRay-
mondof Capua,andreported in the life he afterwards wrote of thesaint :— * The evil,1 she said, "of which bad Chrißtians willrenderthemselves guilty by persecuting the Holy Church," will bring her.honor, light, and the perfume of virtues. After the tribulation anddistresses, God, through a means unforseen by men, willpurify HisHoly Church, andrenew the spirit of His eleuc. Such areformation
of the Churchof God und suuli a renovution of holy pastors shallensue that the sole thought of it makes my soul exultin theLord.'The spouse of Christ is now, as it were,disfigured andclothed inrag9Jbut thenshe shallbe resplendent in beauty :she will appear adornedwith precious jewels and crowaed with a diadem of all the virtues.All thefaithfulpeq,ple willrejoice to see hor endowedwithsuch holy-
pastors.

A REMARKABLE CHAPTER.
Tob the authenticity of all the prophecies reported to have beenuttered by this holy woman wecould notvouch. The following, how--ever, has the sanction of a respected name. We extract it from aletter which the author of the 'Derniers AvisProphetiques' receivedfrom a

'
Tenerable friend,' and whichhe gives at ereaterlength thanisneedful for ourpurpose. Itis datedJune 20, 1872.'You. know by reputation that the Abbe de Brandt: he hasarrived from Frohsdorf, from Oria, from Naples, from Rome, andfrom La Salette. He saw Henri V. for three hours,Pius IX for twohours at least,Melanie for half a day,and the holy widow Palma (theEstaticaof Oria) twice, and for more than an houreach time.' Pas-sing by -whatconcerns Trance and the visit of the Abbe to the Comte"de Chambord, we proceed to what the latter relates concerning hisinterviews withPalma. " From Frohsdorf, M. de Brandt repairedtoOria. Thanks to letters of recommendation whichhe hadprocuredfrom'aCardinal,he was able to see the Signora Palma. For morethansevenyearsthis stigmatized womanhas takennomaterial nourish-ment. Three times a day, our Lord communicates Himself to hervisibly un/for the form of anordinary host, andM.de Brandtsaw o»eof thesemarvellous communions wi h his own eyes. STiealso com-municated everymorning from the hands of apriest. Hereare someparticularsof the conversation

—
which this time aremost authentic-of this extraordinary woman;for the respected and worthy M. deBrandt, who has related them to- me,is noliu-i First, the seer saidtohim that she knew that heLadhadsome difficulties withhis bishopin respect to the directionofsouls, but thathehad alwaysbeen in theright way,and thathe was to continue in it. She afterwards said tohim, '"Ihere will be dreadful massacres of priests and religious inSpain, in France, in Italy, and especially in Calabria;this will be-soon;we areon the eve of these things;'then,suddenly lighting up,*he spoke ofthehappiness of martyrdom in accents of ineffablejoy.M. de Brandthadlaiditdown to himself as a rule nottousk her anyquestions out of pure curiosity, but he thought he might venture toinquireif these massacres would take placeon the 15thJuly, as the*Universe'had made her say. "Isaid that!" she rejoined;"Iknownothing aboutit. Iretain no recollection of what Imay have saidwheninecstacy. Iknow the time, but Imaynot willingly revealitThere will be three days'darkness;not a single devil will remain inhell:all will comeout,either to urge on the executioners or to dis-courage the just. Itwill be terrible !it willbe terribleI But a great-Cross will appear 5 and the triumph of theChurch will sooncauseallmiseries to be forgotton."'

These last wordsrecall tomind what P. Bernardo Clausisaid tothenun,his penitent,whenspeakingof the judgment which, she was tolive to witness, andof the subsequent joy whichshould obliterateallmemory ofsorrow.
Itdoes riot enter intoour subject to dwell furtheron the marvels■connected with this extraordinary woman;we will thereforerefer thereader for a circumstantialaccount of her state to the2ndvolume of'Les Stigmatisees'by Dr A.Imbert-Gourbeyre. Althoughthe super-natural facts manifested in her person are his main topics,he alsomakes allusion toher prophecies. We may safely add whathe heardtromher own lips, on the 25th October, 1871. *IquestionedPalma

'
he says,'concerningHenriV.

"
Ihopehe willcome back," she saidbutit willnot be yet,not yet "—making as she spokea significant

gesture with her arm, as if to put back the tiire, and added
"

Parismust be purified." "And thePope,"Iasked, " whatof bim ?" "Iexperience," said the seer, "many alternations concerning- him Iknownot whetherhe will be obliged to quit Rome. Ialways beholdover Rome the Immaculate Conception protecting the Holy Father.The Blessed Virgin," she added, smiling," «« owes it, indeed,to thePope, were it only from courtesy and gratitude. Such,' says DrImbert-Gourbeyre,« are thepropheciesIheard from Palma'slips Iknow from others that she has often sp<ken of the woes which willoverwhelm France. At the time ofthePrussian war she was heard tosay several times that this was nothing to what was instore for uslater. A lady,'he adds, 'who has seen Palma since my journey toOna, wrotetome lastJune (1872) that she still announcesgreat woesbutaleo the triumph of religion. « The blood of the priests," sheeaid," will flow like a stream."
» Sister Rosa Colomba,a nun of the Convent of Santa CuterinaofTaggia, nearNice,who died in 1847, after a holy Jife spent almostentirely in the cloister, utteredpredictions very similar to those wehaverecorded. She seemed to have had a permanent possessionofthe spiritof prophecy, but she knew so well how to veilher greatgifts, aswellas her eminent virtues, under a simplicity almostchild-like, that her companionsgaveverylittle heed towhat the said beyond"occasionally laughing at some of her utterances;as whenshe wouldexolaim, 'Poor LouisPhilippe! you will ona day fly fromFrance, andwill go anddie an exile in England.' Itwas only when events beganto justify what iheir holy sister had said, thut they took note of allthat they rememberedher to have foretold;and an authenticrecordwasdiawnup, which has been kept in the archives of the diocese.Shepredicted tin- chief circumstances of Charles Albert's rei«n, anddescribedthat of his successor as ♥tin revno difanciutti—a. rei»n ofbabies,' which would end in his dethronement. Wheu she spoke ofthe c friend' of this new king bynameasNapoleon,the Religioususedto begreatly amused, and would ask her if the exile of St.Helena waato return to life. She announced a great persecution which, afterNapoleons fal', was toburst forth against the Church, and which wastobe the work ofsome of her ownchildren. In the visions which shehad of those times she saw Russian and Prussian armies invadingItaly and the former stabling their horses in the new Convent ofTaggia. For this reason she never would give her vote for its beingbuilt,andsaid that never would she hear mass in the church whichehouidbe thus desecrated. And, in fact, she died six days beforeitsconsecration. Indescribing the Revolution,she spokeparticularly ofthe persecution of the Religious orders, initiated, as usual, by anattack upontheJesuits. Nations were to march against nations andexterminate eachother jrith themost murderousweapons; theRevo-
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