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A REMARKABLE CHAFPTER.

For the authenticity of ell the prophecies reported to have been
uttered by this boly woman we could not vouelh, The following, Low-
~ever, hss the sanction of a respected name, Wa extract it froma
lettor which the autlior of the * Derniers Avis Prophétiques’ recoived
from a ‘venerable friond,’ and which he gives st arenter length than is
‘needful for our purpose, It is dated June 20, 1872,

‘You know by reputation that the AbLé de Brandt: he has
arrived from ¥rohsdorf, from Orin, from Naples, from Rome, and
from La Saletie. He saw Henri V. for three hours, Pius IX for two
hours t least, Mélanie for half a day, and the holy widew Palma (the
Estatica of Oris) twice, and for wore than an hour eash time., Pas-
sing by what concerne France and the visit of the Abbé fo the Comte
-de Chambord, we proceed to what the Intter relates coneerning liis
interviews with Palma. * From Frohsdorf, M. de Brandt repaired to
Oria, Thanks to letters of recommendution which he had procured
from< Cardinal, he was able to see the Signorn Palma. For more
than seven years this stigmatized woman has taken no material nourish.
ment, Three times a day, our Lord communicates Himeelf to ber
visibly under the form of an ordinary host, and M. de Brundt saw ome
of these marvellous communions wi h his own eyes, She also com-
wunicated every morning from the hands of s priest. Here are some
purtienlars of the converedtion—which this tima nre most nuthentio—
-of this extraordinary woman; for the respected and worthy M. de
Brandt, who has related them to me, is no liar; First, the seor said
to him that she knew that he had had some diffculties with kis bishop
in respect to the direction of souls, but that he had always been in the
right way, ond that he was to continue in it. She afterwards said to
him, “ There will be dreadful maesacres of priests and raligious in
Bpain, in France, in Italy, and especially in Calabria; this will be
-600n ; We are on the eve of these things; then, suddenly lighting up,
#he epoke of the happiness of wartyrdom in accents of ineffable joy.
M. de Brandt bad laid it down to himself as a rule not to usk her any
questions out of pure curiosity, but he thought he might venture to
ingaire if these massncres would take pince on the I5th July, as the
¢ Universe’ had made her say. *T said that!” she rejoined ; # I know
nothing ahout it. I retain no recollection of what I may hinve said
when in ecstacy. T know the time, but I may not willingly reveal it.
There will be three days’ darkness ; not a single devil will remain in
hell : all will come ouf, either to urge an the exeeutionera or to dis-
courage the just, It will be terrible ! il will be termble! But a great
Cross will appear; and the trinmph of the Church will soon eause all
migeries to be forgotton.” *

These last words recall to mind what P. Bernardo Clansi said to
the nun, hie penitent, wlien speaking of the judgrent which she was to
live to witness, and of the subsequent joy* which should obliterate all
memory of sorrow,

It does not enter fnto our subject to dwell farther on the marvels
eonnected with this extraordinary woman ; we will therofore refer the
render for u circumstantial account of her state to the 2nd volame of
* Les Stigroatisees’ by Dr A. Imbert-Gourbeyre, Although the super-
natursl facte manifested in her person are his main topies, he also
makes allusion to her prophecies. Woa mny safely add what he heard
from her own lips, on the 23th October, 1871. T questianed Palma,’
he says, ! concerning Henri V. I hops he will come back,” she said,
“**but it will not be yet, not yet ’-—making as she spoke a signifieant
gesture with her arm, as if to put back the tine, und added, *¢ Paris
must be purified.” ¢ And the Pope,” I asked, *what of him ™ «]
experience,” said the seer, “many alternations coucern ing' him, I
know not whetlier he will be obliged to quit Rome. I always behold
over Rome the Immaculate Covception protecting the Holy Father.
The Blessed Virgin,” she added, smiling,” *owes it, indeed, to the
Pope, were it only from courtesy and grafitude. Such,’ says Dr
Imbert-Gourbeyre, ¢ are the prophecics T heard from Palma’s lips, T
know from others that she has often spcken of the woes wlhich will
overwhelm France. At the time of the Prussian war she was heard to
say several times that this was mothing to what was in store for us
later. A lady,' he adds, *who lins seen Pslma since my journey to
Oria, wrote to me lnst June (1872) that she still announces great woes,
but sleo the trinmph of religion, *The blood of the priests,” she
said, * will flow like a stream.”

Bister Rosa Colomba, o nun of the Convent of Santa Cuterina of
'Taggiu, near Nice, who died in 1847, after & holy life spent almost
entirely in the cloister, uttered predictions very similur to those we
have recorded. She seemed to have lind & permanent possession of
the spirit of prophecy, but she knew so well how to veil her greut
gifte, as well 88 ler eminent virtues, under s simplicity almost child-
like, that her companions gave very little heed to wiiat she said beyond
-occasionally laughing at some of her utterances; ns when she would
exclaim, * Poor Louis Philippe! you will ona doy fly from Frunce, snd
will go and die an exile in England.’ It was only when events began
to jusiily whab 1heir holy sister had said, that they took note of ali
that they remembered her to have foretold ; and an aublentio record
was diawn up, which hes been kept in the archives of the diocese.
Bhe predicted th chief circumstances of Charles Albert's reign, and
described that of iy successor s ‘un rerno di fanciulli—a reign of
babies,” which would end in his dethronement.  When she spoke of
the * friend’ of this new king by name as N: upoleon, the Religious used
to be greatly amused, and would ask her if the exile of St. 1Telona wap
to return to life. Sho announced a great persecution which, after
Napoleon's fal!, was to burst forth against the Charch, and which was
to be the work of some of her own children. In the visions which she
hed of thore times she eaw Russiun ond Prussian amnies invading
Italy ond the former stabling their horses in the new Convent of
Taggin. For thie reason she never would give her vote for its being
buiit, snd said that never would she hear mass in the ehurch which
should be thus desecrated. And, in fact, she died six days before its
consecration. In deseribing the Revolution, she spoke particularly of
the persecution of the Religious orders, initiated, as usual, by an
attack upon the Jesuits, Nations were to march sgainst nationa and
-exterminate each other with the most murderous weapont ; the Revo-

lution was to spread throughout Europe, whers there would be no
:fﬁl"anquility until the White Flower should agnin ascend the throne of
‘runce. .

The cloga connection botween the peace of France, secured by n
return to hor legitimate government, and this grand peace of the
world, exceeding any it las yet enjoyed and accompanied by the
exaltation of the Churoh, was, as we have seen, foretald by Anna
Maria Taigi, and has been the burden of prophecy, we may say, sinca
the duys of 8t. Remigius, when that Loly bishop, in ancinting Clovis,
declnred that France was predestined by God for the defence of the
Chirch, Hence she wns to enjoy pgreatmess and power co-eval with
the world's duration ; but every time that sho should fuil in the ful-.
fillment of her voeation she shonld mest with terrible punishment,
{ onnected with this prophecy is one which can be traced ns high s
the ninth century ; that which announces that in the latter days shall
arise u great and powerful Monarck of that illustrious nation, against
whom no one will be able to stand, for the hand of the Lord should be
with him, He wae to have dominion in East and West, and subjugats
Turics and barbavisne to his sway. ©Doctores nostri dieunt,’ wrote
Rabanus Maurus, who was Abbot of Fulda (822}, and subsequently
Archibishop of Mayence, *quod unus ex vegibus Francorum Romanam
Imperiwm ex intepro tenebit, qui in noviasimo tempore erit, et ipse
mazxipus ef omnium regum ultimus’ Ia his time thera was to be a
great and holy Pontiff, with whom he is ever associated ; and so strong
wus this ancient belief, which has never died away, that the nons
Appearanca of this great king was held by a monk, at the close of the
ninth century, a3 proof that the world conld not be near its end ab the -
commencement of tho teath. It is interesting also to nobe that 8t.
Francia de Sales expressed o hope that Henri IV. might prove to bo
the predieted monarch. An ancient and celobrated prophecy attyi.
huted to 8t. Cesarius, who flourished in the fith eentury, and recorded
ina book entitled * Liber Mirabilis, printed in 1524, acopy of which
exists in what was the Imperial Library of Paris, after minutely des-
cribing the horrovs of the Revolution and the persecation and desclu.
tion of the Uburch, proceeds fo say thot when the whole world, and
Franee in particalar (Lowraine and Champagne bewng specially
mentioned), shall have been a prey to greaf miseries nnd tribulations,
euccour will come fromr aorince wlo shall vegain the throne of the lily,
Thie prince will extend his dommnion everywhere. AS the same time
thera will ba a great Pope, a man most holy and of ednsummate perteace
tion, who shall huve with him this most virtuous prince sprung from
the blood of the Frankish kings. This king will md him in reform-
ing the world ; and there will be one only law, one only faitl, one
only baptism ; e will bring back many from ervor to the Holy Bee,
and for long years peace shall endare, beaguse the anger of Grod shull
Le stayed. Examples might be multiplied,

The eawe traditionary belief prevails, and lns prevailed for ages,
throughont the East. “Lhe Turks in the height of their power, and at
a time when Asia seemed to merace Europe much more than Europe
to menace Asin, had not forgotton the ancient prophecies, which
snsounced the destruction of the Qttoman Empire by the Christian.
With them Christians and Franks are oue and the same, seeing that
in the Eust the French represent Christianity. Now these Frauks, on
French, are to be led by a great king wlro shall subject the whola Hast
to the religion of Christ. A proplcey well known in the Kast, and
attributed to St. Gregory of Armenia, ealled the Illamirpator, anys,
‘& valiant nation shall come : it will be that of the Franks s and the
world will join itself to this nation, and Asia shall be converted.’
‘The Eustis in expectation,” writes an Oriental traveller ; ¢ tradition
has taught it that a great king of France will be at once its ¢mqueror
and its liberator” 8o lively have ever been these Oriental treditions
that the Arabs and Turks of Jevusalem have walled up the gate by
which it is said the great King of ¥rance will enter when he comes to
vanguish the East.

The Comte de Maistre, who was gifted with mavrellous angacity
and penetration, almost resembling a prophetic instinet, thus expresses
Limeelf in his *Soirees, de 8t. Petersbourg :* * the great event of this
century will not be & political, but a moral revolution, and it is the
Fronch nation which is to bs the instrument of this revolution, which
will be the grestest of revolutions. Blany theologiuns and great
acholars have believed that facts of the higheat order and near to their
accowplishment are anaounced in the Apocalypse. Iore than ever,
tiep, should we stuay proplieciea; for we must hold ourselves pre-
pored fur s immense event in the divine order, towards whicl we
ate hastening with an accelerated speed that st strike nll observers,
Heligion reigns no longer on eurth; the human race cannot remain in
tlis state. There is ot a religious man in Kurope (I speak of the
educated class) who at this momen} is not in expectarion of something
extraordinary.’ Iow much more cogsent do these words geem in our
time!

Saints of old liave, s we said, combined with Lioly persons in our
own days, in foretelling o great judgment that should come upon the
world, In terms which, while they preciude the idea that they are
alluding to the end of all and the final judgment, nevertheloss point to ~
someching entirely unprecedented in tiines past, which shall 1ntroduce
thie ora of pesco and glovy to the Church of which we have ben
speaking. Lhe grand und leading idess of tribulation, judgment, and
renovatlon seem embodied in tie following words of 3t Catherine of
Sienua, set down from her own lips by her diredtor, the Blessed Ray-
moud of Oapun, and reported in the hfe he afterwards wrote of the
suint :—*'Fhe evil) she suid, ‘of which bad Christipns will render
thormselves guilty by persecuting the Holy Olurch, will bring her
houor, light, and the perfume of viriues. Aflter the tribulation and
distrosses, God, througk o means unforseen by tmen, will purify His
Holy Church, and renow the spirit of Lis elecs. Huch a reformation
of the Church of God und suth o renovation of holy pastors shall
ensue that the sole thought of it makes my soal exult in the Lord.’
The spouse of Christ is now, as it were, disfigured and clothed in rags,
but then she shull be resplendent in beauty : she will appear adorned:
with precious jewels and crowned with a diadem of all the virtues.
Al the faithful peqple will rejoice to see har endowed with such holy
pastors,



