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PRELIMINARY KOTICK.
CATHOLIC CHURCH, PORT CHALMERS,

g GRAND CONCERT, Vocal and Instrumental, in sid of the
Building Fund of the sbove Chureh, will be given in Crickmore’s
Royal Assernbly Rooms, Port Chalmers, on ’

WEDXESDAY, 23ep SEPTEMEER.

The Members of St. Joseph's Chureh Choir have kindly volun-
teered their services.

MOONLIGHT EXCURSION,

For the convenience of visitors from Dunedin. the steamer Golden
Age will leave the Old Jetty at seven o’clock, returning immediately
after the concert.

Return Tickets, including admission to Concert, 3a 6d each.

A Brasa Band will accompany the steamer,

AGENTS FOR THE T4BLET.

TaE TapreT will be sent to any part of New Zealand by forwarding a
Post Office order for 63 6d to the Office, Stafford street, Dunedin ; it
con also be obtained from the following persons who are duly author-
ised agenta i shieir respective diatvicts :—

Alexandra o Mr Kitmmich | Kihikihi Mr Farrel
Arrowtown .. vy Pritchard | Lawreuce e 5 Jeffrey
Anckland s Hamil Lyttelten + Rev. Mr Franci
Blacks «s  Harrington & Gavin | Nelson Mr James
Charleston .. o Mr McPhurland| No Town ... s Deviney
Clivistchurch ... .. Bopniugton & Co.| Nusuby p «4 5 Busch
Coromaundsl ... « My Silk Nupier o " 1» J A, Reardon
Punedin - ys Whesler Onelhunga . v Honan

» . » Macedo  § Otabiwhu =y Goodwin

» o s ey Braithwaite[ Oamaru i » Toohey

- o e en 2 Daird Palmerston .o o 72 Lewis

" . . 3 Mitchell Port Chalmers . s Dale
Greymonth .. . 3 SOMmers Queenstown ... - »s Boyne
Grahamstown ... - +» Carter Hosg s+ Mulhern
Hokitika e Crerar & Co. | 84, Bathan's .. 12 T. Mulvey
Hawera e . s Liyuch Timaru . . 2 O'Driseell
Iuvercargill . . Mr Roges Wellington ... ~ g Hurley

i - we  J. Melberney | Wanganui .. w4y Willis
Molhourna .. .. B. King Waikounita o« . Browne

NOTICE TO OUR AGENTS.

T 18 respectfully requested that Agents for the TABLET would advise

tlio Secretary when sny change—either of increaso or decrease—

oecurs in’ the number to be forwarded. Those agents who may be
Yeesiving copies in excess of the demand, will kindly notify same,

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND ADVERTISERS.

Mr WHERELBR, Stafford etreet, and Mr Macepo, Princes street
south, are empowered to receive monios and orders for papers on
account of the NEw ZBALAND TABLET.

NOTICE TO CORRESPOEDENTS,

TeE communications of J- A, R., Napier, snd W. I. ., Auckland,
arcvived too late for insertion, but will be attended to mext
week,
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HONESTY AND TRUTH IN POLITICS.

Tuxzk ought to be boih honesty and truth in politics, as
in other things. This is a proposition that all will con-
eede.  But in point of fact, do they exist? The debate in
the House of Representatives on the Premier's resolntions
in reference to the Provinces of the Nowth Island, and
certain reports recently spread abroad, have suggested this
proposition and this question to us. ‘
The impression created by that debate was that in the
event of the Resolutions being carried, the Parlinment
wonld be dissolved, and an appeal made to the clectors
before legislation on the subject should be initiated. Thers
<cannot, we think, be a doubt entertained that a promise to
this etfect was made by the Premier. Is it the intention
of the Government to act in abodience $o this promise ?
Of course we are not in a position to answer this question
satisfactorily.  But a considerable amount of uuveasiness
has beon created by the feelers thrown out on this point
by cerfain people who are known to_Dbe more than merely
friendly to the Governinent of the Ion. Jortvs VogEL.
These gentlemen say that there is now wo intention to
dissolve Parliament, and that they are glad it is so, inag-
much as, on the one hand, it is not desirable to put the
country to the trouble and expense of a general election
at the present time; whereas, on the other, the present
House cf Representatives is quite competent to dea] with

the question and settle it finally. We have no desire to
underrate the abilities, or undervalue the integrity of our
present representatives; but this is not the question.

The poiat to be considered is, did the Ministry make
the promise, and is it their intention to keep it. To us it
iz perfectly clear that the Hon Premier distinetly pro-
mised that should his Resolutions be carried, the Parlia-
ment would be dissolved, and that no legislation should be
attempted in reference to them till a general election had
taken place. Tt may be that such is still the intention of
the Government, but we must confess to an uncomfortable
feeling on the subject. Perhaps, indeed, the Premier has
reason to exclaim, “ 8ave me from my friends!” and that
his reputation as an honest politician and & truthful man
is now endangered through the indiscrect zeal of foolish
followers. It 1s t3 be hoped it is so.

For nothing could be more damaging to a public man,
or more injurious to good government than s deliberata
breaking of a promise made by our First Minister when
solemnly introducing resolutions to effect important or-
ganic and constitutional changes. The Minister must be
sugposed to have weighed the mattor well, and to have felt
it his duty, when proposing his reforms for the first tire,
to consult the eountry by means of a general election be-
fore finally disposing of the question. Such being the
case, what must inevitably be the result of a total change
of policy? Why of course a loss of faith in the word of
politicians, aud of all confidence in our rulers. If men
can permit themselves thus to trifle with d}‘geir convietions
and play fast and loose with their promi¥es, and if the
public are so dead to honor and their own interests as to
tolerate such conduct, good government must speedily
come to an end. In such an event, nothing but corruption

in both rulers and governed can be reasonably expected.

It is idle to say the promise was a mistake, and that it
is now plain that it would be unwise to hold a general
election.  Buch an excuse is folly, There could be no
mistake, unless indeed the Premier, as some of his oppo-
nents affirmed, suddenly and without due deliberation de-
termined to destroy the North Island Provinees in retalia-
tion for the rejection of the pet features of his Forest Bill.
But let the matter be considered under every point of
view, there is no escape. If the promise of a dissolution
of Parliament be not kept, there appears to be bad faith
and a trick. And as to puiting the country to trouble and
expense, these will have to be undergone in a short time.
There is no reason whatever—not the slightest—why 2
general election should be more troublesome this year than
next.

But should not the Parliament be dissolved be-
fore the next session, it will be said, and with good
reason too, that the Premier, surprised and very much
pleased at the unexpectedly large majority which carried
his resolutions, took advantage of the stupor or apathy of
the country to legislate ou a subject which had not been duly
considered by colonists, simply because he happened to
have o pliant House of Representatives for the moment.

We write. this, not in any spirit of antagonism to the
policy of doing away with Provincial instibutions as at
present existing. Oun the contrary, it has always appeared
to us as a species of absurdity to have, in a sparsely
peopled Colouny in these days, ten Governments and ten
Legislatures. But this is infinitely a lesser evil than the
absence of honor and truthfuluess'in our highest officials,
Besides. the people should know at least somo of the chiet
details of the new system which is o be inangurated ; and
until information is given, no one can bave the least
security that something may not be done which will be
detrimental to his interests. For example, it is possible
that the Crown lands of Otago might be sold for the pur-
pose of making rnads and harbors at the North Cape. We
have been told, to be sure, that there will be local govern-
ment, and that localities will roceive endowments; but
what is to be the nature of the local governments # what
are the endowments to consist of ?. These are all-important
questions. 'We have ourselves a conviction that the new
system will turn ouf to be neither more nor less than the
abzorption of almost all the land revenue of the Colony
for the purpese of paying the interest ot the money hor-
rowed for public works and immigration. We do not
pronounee an opinien as to the justice and poliey of such
a scheme, but we are convinced the people in the Provinces
of Otago and Canterbury are not prepaved to sanction such
an arrangement, ' .



