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AGENTS FOR THE TABLET.

NOTICE TO OUR AGENTS.

IT isrespectfully requested that Agents for the Tablet wouldadvise
tlie Secretary when any change— either of increase ordecrease

—
occurs in' the number tobe forwarded. Those agents who may be
receiving copiesin excessof the demand, willkindly notify same.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND ADVERTISERS.

Mr Wheeler,Staffard street, and Mr Macedo, Princes street"outli, are empowered to receive monies and orders for papers on
account of the Nbw Zbaland Tablet.

NOTICE TO CORRESPOEDENTS.
The communications ofJ.A. R.,Napier,andW. J. N.,Auckland,

arrived too late for insertion, but will be attended tonextweelc.

New Zealand Tablet.
Fiat Justitia.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER12, 1874

HONESTY AND TRUTHIN POLITICS.
Thebe ought to beboth,honesty and truth in politics,as
inother things. This is aproposition that all will con-
cede. But inpoint of fact, do theyexist? The debate in
theHouseof Representatives on the Premier's resolutionsin reference to the Provinces of the North. Island, and
certain reportsrecently spread abroad,have suggested thisproposition and thisquestion to as.

The impression created by that debate was that in the
event of the Resolutions being carried, the Parliament■would bo dissolved, and an appeal made to the electors
beforelegislation on the subject shouldbe initiated. Therecannot,wethink,be a doubt entertained thatapromise tothis effect wasmadeby thePremier. Is it the intentionof the Government to actin obedience to this promise?
Of course we arenotin apositionto answer this questionsatisfactorily. But a considerable amount of uueasinesshasbeen createdby the feelers thrown out on this pointby certainpeople who areknown to bemore thanmerelyfriendly to the Government of the Hon. Jtri/rus Vogel.

These gentlemen say that there is now no intention todissolve Parliament, and that they are gladitis so, inas-muchas,on the one hand, it is not desirable to put the
country to the troubleand expense of a general election
at thepresent time; whereas, on the other, the present
House of Representatives is quite competent to deal with

the question and settleit finally. We ,have no desire tounderrate the abilities,or undervalue the integrity of ourpresent representatives;but this isnot the question.
The point tobe considered is, did the Ministry makethe promise, andis it their intention tokeep it. To us itis perfectly clear that the Hon Premier distinctly pro-mised that shouldhis Resolutions be carried, the Parlia-

ment wouldbe dissolved,and that no legislation should beattempted inreference to them till a generalelection hadtaken place. Itmay be that such is still the intention ofthe Government,but we must confess to anuncomfortablefeeling on the subject. Perhaps, indeed, the Premier hasreason to exclaim," Saveme from my friends!
"

and thathis reputation as anhonest politician and a truthful manis now endangered through the indiscreet zeal of foolishfollowers! It is t;>be hopeditis so.
For nothingcould be moredamaging to a publicman,ormore injurious to good government than a deliberate

breaking of apromise made by our First Minister whensolemnly introducing resolutions to effect important or-
ganic and constitutional changes. The Minister mustbesupposed tohare weighedthematter well,and to have felt
ithis duty, when proposinghis reforms for the first time,
to consult the countryby means of a general election be-
fore finally disposing of the question. Such being thecase, whatmust inevitablybe the result of a total change
of policy ? Why of coursea loss of faith in the word
politicians, and of all confidence in our rulers. If men
canpermit themselves thus to triflta with $ieirconvictionsand play fast and loose with their promises, and if thepublic are so dead to honor and their own interests as totolerate such conduct, good government must speedily
come to anend. Insuch an event,nothingbutcorruption
-in both rulersand governedcan bereasonablyexpected.

It is idle to say the promise wasamistake, and that itis nowplaia that it wouldbe unwise to hold a generalelection. Such an excuse is folly. There could be nomistake, unless indeed the Premier, as some of his,oppo-nents affirmed, suddenly and without due deliberation de-termined to destroy the NorthIsland Provinces inretalia-tion for the rejection of the pet features ofhis Forest Bill.But let the matter be considered under every point ofview,there isno escape. If the promise of adissolutionof Parliament be not kept,there appears to be bad faithand a trick. And as toputting the country to troubleand
expense,these will have to be undergone in a short time.Thereis no reason whatever

— not the slightest— why ageneralelection shouldbe more troublesomethis year thannext.
But should not the Parliament "be dissolved "be-

fore the next session, it will be said, and with good
reason too, that the Premier, surprised and very much
pleased at the unexpectedly large majority which carriedhis resolutions,took advantageof the stupor or apathy ofthe countrytolegislate onasubject whichhadnotbeenduly
considered by colonists, simply because he happened tohave apliant House ofRepresentatives for the moment.

We write,this,not in any spirit of antagonism to thepolicy of doing away with Provincial institutions as atpresent existing. Onthe contrary,it has always appeared
to us as a. species of absurdity to have, in a sparselypeopled Colony in these days, ten Governments and ten.
Legislatures. But this is infinitely a lesser evil than the
absence of honor and truthfulness'in our highest officials.Besides, thepeople should know at least some of the chiefdetails of the new system which is to be inaugurated;and
until information is given, no one can have the leastsecurity that something may not be done which will be
detrimental to his interests. For example, it is possible
that the Crown lands of Otago might be sold for the pur-
poseof making road3andharbors at the North Cape. We
have been told,to be sure, that there willbelocal govern-
ment, and that localities will receive endowments ;but
what is to be the nature of the local governments? what
are the endowments to consist of?.These areall-important
questions. We have ourselves aconviction that the new
system will turn out to beneither morenor less than the
absorption of almost all the land revenue of the Colony
for the purpose of paying the interest oi the money bor-
rowed for public works and immigration. We do not
pronounce anopinion as to the justice andpolicy of such
a scheme,but we areconvinced thepeople intheProvinces
ofOtago and Canterbury are*not preparedtosanction such
an arrangement.
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PRELIMINARY NOTICK.
CATHOLIC CHURCH,PORT CHALMERS.

A GRAND CONCERT, Vocal and Instrumental, in aid of the
Building Fund,of the above Church, will be givenhiCrickmore's

Royal AssemblyRooms,Port Chalmers,on
WEDNESDAY, 23qd SEPTEMBER.

The Members of St. Joseph's ChurchChoir have kindly volun-
teeredtheir services.

MOONLIGHTEXCURSION.
For the convenience ofvisitors from Dunedin. the steamerGolden

.Age will leave tho OldJettyvat seven o'clock, returning immediately
after the concert.

Beturn Tickets,including admission toConcert, 3s 6deach.
ABrass Band willaccompany the steamer.


