
Mostbbv.3>b. ckokb's sebmoit.— Concluded.
Noman, it- is now said, has a right to regulate another man'smove-
■merits. Each one is toguide himself. Thereis ro certain measure of
rightand wrong. Every rulerisa tyrant;everyrestraintia unreason-
able. Liberty alone is to be worshipped;and whosoever dares to
stand in tb.6 way ofuniversal liberty is the avowed enemy of human
progress,anda fit object for the vengeance of every freebornman. I
shall not pause hereto refute the oft repeatedcalumny that the Catho-
lic Church is unfavorable to human freedom, and that Catholics from
the very nature of their creed must necessarily be slaves. We un-
hesitatingly assert the contrary. We fearlessly say that weyield tono
denominations of Christians in our love of liberty. Life would be
ecarce worthhaving if it were not accompanied by freedom, andone
ofthe choicest gifts ofthe God of Nature to his creatures is liberty.
Lookaround you and above you, and seeare not all things whole-
somely free. What can arrest the progress of the earth's waters-
towards the sea,or whodares bidthe ocean tocease its murmuring ?
Fire is free toconsume

— it is its nature. The lionia free toroar;the
fishes are free beneath the wave;the birds are free in the air;and
eventhe meanest reptile that crawlsbeneath our feet is free to roam
-within the limits which the generosity ofNaturehas assigned it. And

■canit be .that man, the masterpiece of creation, may be rightfully
despoiledof this, the grandest portionof inheritance ? No. Tyrants
may trample on the outward shrine of liberty ;but they cannot
extinguish the living flame on whichitfeeds. Like the vitalspark
"withinus, whichleavesits earthly tenement only to travel to abetter
sphere whereithopes to be clothed in perennial beauty, liberty ex-
celled onecountry is suretosettleinanother;itshome may be altered,
but its essence is immutable andeternal. We, Catholics, then,are for
liberty, butwe are for liberty foundedon the Gkmpel. " Where the
spirit ofGod is, there," the Scripture says,

'" is liberty." Now, the
spiritofGod is aspiritof order, a spiritoimeekness, aspiritof fair-
play,a spirit of charity that thinkethno evil,a spirit ofuniversal love;
and such is the spiritof liberty which the Councilofthe Vatican was
anxious to encourage and diffuse. Liberty to teach, liberty tocom-
mandher subjects, liberty to point out evil that itmay be avoided,
and the right road that itmay be followed;freedom of education,
freedom for ibe religious orders,now so scandalously trampled under
foot; freedom of association for all righteous ends; such is the
only liberty that deserves the name; that liberty the Church
"fcas always claimed,andindefence of that liberty everyBishopof the
Church, like the mart* redBishops of the German empire

—
yea,every

"Catholicnow before me, should, and Ibelieve would,be preparedto
risk his life and fortune. And,belovedbrethren,in this respect,as in
all others, our Holy Father thePope has set us amost encouraging
example. Hobbedof the sacred patrimony whichhadcomedown to
him through an unbroken line of his predecessors since the time of
"Charlemagne;Bcoffed at,calumniated,andalmost reduced topoverty;
expelled the palaces hallowed by the footsteps of so many saintly
pontiffs, a prisoner in the very city in which the ashes of the first
Popehave found a fitting resting-place;he haß spent the last seven
4Hidtwenty years of his life ia praying for his enemies,ia blessing the
children that have remained faithful to his gentle sway,in extending
the boundaries of that Churchofwhich he ia theholy and infallible
liead

— condemning errors, proclaiming God's truth, oftentimes at the
perilof his life;erecting new Sees,establishing sentinels on the watch
towersof Israel, walking fearlessly in the footsteps ofhis Lordand
Master,ever" zealous for the law,"and defeatingallthemachinations
ofhis enemies by the dignifieduniformity of his attitude,as well asby
iris thorough and uncompromising independence. Long live, then,
our Holy Father, Pope Pius the Ninth, to rule over,to edify, and
"encourageuu. May hisdays onearthbeyetmany;and may triumphs
to come fully atone to him for all the trials and troubles ofhis past
Pontificate. He was" zealous," brethren," for the law;

" and letme
now add, as a temporal ruler, he was the true friend and thebest
benefactor ofhis country. Let ub briefly glance at thehistory of this
«ase. Thepresent illustriousoccupantofthe chair ofSt. Peter,Pope
Pius the Ninth, wasraised to the Papaldignity on the 16thofJuno,
1846;andon the 16th ofJuly ofthe same year,just onemonth after
his election,he published the famous amnesty ofwhich youal1have
lieard,and which opened every prison door in the PontificalStates.
One condition alone waa imposedoneachpolitical offender

—
thathe

should eign a declaration as follows:
— "I, the undersigned, acknow-

ledge thespontaneous pardon whichmy lawful Sovereign, Pope Pius
theNinth,haß accorded me, andIpromise upon my wordof honor
not to abuse in a«y way, nor at any time, this act of his sovereign
-clemency inmy regard." Immediatelyafter the promulgationofthat
decree there was not in Europe,it may be safely stated, a more
popularprince thanthePope. That is to say,he waspopularamongst
his ownpeople,andineverycountry where constitutionalliberty was

,-respected. But he was not popular in certain despotic European
States;in Austria, for instance,andNap]es,and the smaller Princi-
palitiesofthe ItalianPeninsula;and hebecame less so when,on the
19th of April, 1847, he announced his intention of summoning a
National Council to aid himinall his deliberations, and to share with
him the responsibilities of government. Austria, thereupon, became
"not only angry,but insolent;and the Correspondent ofthe " Times,'
writing from Kome on the 28th ofMarch, 1817, for once spoke the
truth when he said:

—
"The resolution of the Pope to pursue a course

of reform, to encourage railroads, to emancipate the Press, to admit
laymen tooffices in the Sate;aboveall, the dignified independenceof
-action manifestedby the Court ofSome, has filled the Auatnans with
apprehensionandanger." The promised Council was inaugurated on
the 15th of November, and his Holiness addressed the assembled
Senatein theQuirinalas follows :—":

— "
Ihave three millions of subjects

as witnesses thatIhavehitherto accomplishedmuch to unitewithme
my people. You willnow aid me with your wisdom to discover that
"which is most useful for the security of the throne and the real
appiness of my subjects." Shortly after came theyearof revolutions.

Europe wns in a blaze. Popular excitement everywhere knew no>
bound*. LouisPhilippe fled from France. The Austrian Eagle was
trampled under foot in »he streets of Milan. Barriendes became
fashionable inBerlin andVienna, and the ancient Republicanglories
ofTeuice were for a season, at all events, revived. Koine partook
largely of the general intoxication. The so-called apostlesof liberty
were abroad, and nothingsliort ofa Republic wouldsatisfy the excited
populace. What need Isay more? Tlie amnesty wns forgottenj
pußt concessions were despised; the Pope's Prime Minister was
a-sussinated in open day;the Popehimself was forced to flee from his
palace;the great Iligh Priest of revolution was installedinhis stead,
and theEternal City had to witness the most Satanic atrocities from
the25th of November, 1843, to the 14th of April, 1850, when the>
Pope returned once more to his capital amidst the blessings nnd
acclamationsof his people. Since then, andup to the period ofhi*
last dethronement,his policy was one of liberality andreform, andI
was, therefore, justifiedin saying that, even as a temporal I'rince,ho
provedhimself to be the true friendandbest benefactor ofhis country.
But, brethren, speaking individually for myself,and yetIfancy,re-
flecting the convictions of many,ifnot all ofyou,Iunhesitatingly si»y
that even thoughIdid not recognise in him the divinely constituted
head of Christ's Church uponearth, or the wise and beneficent rule of
aportion of God'speople,Iyet, somehow, should respect PopePius
theNinth, and entertain for him the highest reverence andesteem.
He has been so tried, so brave,sopatient,so consistent, so unyielding!
Borne down upon, and buffetted,andreviled, andpersecuted,noeffort
ofmalignity wasspared toprecipitatehim from his lofty station. Bub
it wasall invain. Hei3always dying, and yet he lives;he is always-
falling, and yethe holds his ground;ho is alwaysgrowingmoreand
more feeble, and yethe flourishes ;he has farexceeded the average-
yearsof man,and yethe isradiant with the irailes ofyouthandcheer-
fulness;he is alwayslosing his power,andyet whenhe strikes ablow,
hammering downa King, or bidding defiance with unarmedhand to-
an arrogant Emperor, the sound thereof reverberates through the
universe, andis felt and spokenof from pole to'pole. The wiresare
alwaysbusy withhim. Themovements of the mightiestof the world's
greatones arebut rarely noticed, and their utterances, as a rule,held
insmall account;but a word from the Popeis flashed to the endsof
the eaith;it decides the fateof dynasties, dissipates l.he doubts of
thousands, and fixes the faith of the great body of believers. How
potent he must be when all oonspire against him! There is nocom-
bination against imbeciles. Europe,in ourepoch, allied itselfagainst
oneman;buthe was the genius of warfare, the greatest captain and
strategist since the daysof Alexander. We haveno fear, then, for the
Pope. The last moment of darkness expires'midst the first raysof
light. Humiliatiouisoften the harbinger of triumph;and. so,as the
Lordliveth,He will soonscatter the enemies of our HolyFather, even
as the wind scatters the sand on the sea shore. And proud amI,
brethren

—
I,who for some yearspast havebeen a waif anda wanderer-

on the great waste of waters, living as a missionary Bishopona lone
island at the Antipodes—proudam I,whenIreturnonce more to the
old land in which Iwas born, to find the attachment of theIrish
people to the Pope and to the faith of their fathers moreintense, if
possible,more active, andconspicuous, thanat any past periodofher
history. Yet, for these greatand truly exceptional favors which you
havereceived from on High;for Ireland's unalterableattachmentto
the faith;for her unbroken hierarchy,happily crownedinour daysby
an IrishCardinal, whose fame for wisdom andsanctityis over all ttie
Churches; for the unpurchasable priesthood, and the unswerving
fidelity of her noble-heartedpeople,humanly speaking, you couldhave-
hadnogood grounds tohope. Ours, you know, wasnot amongst the
Churches that were most tavored in their origin. There were
Churches founded by the Apostles themselves, protected by the-
Emperors of Christian Rome, andpresided over for a lon^ series of
years by the most pious and enlightened pastors. The Church of
Ephesuß, founded by St, John, his long 6ince fallen tv decay. The
Church of Alexandria exists no longer, though St. Mark laboredmuclx
to give itstrength and stability:and even the Church ofJerusalem
itself,governed, as it hadbeen, for a number ofyearsby St. James the
Apostle, formed no exception to the decline of other Apostolic
Churches. What has becomeof the illustrious Churchee cf Asia and
Northern Africa, of the Churches in which Chrysostompreached,for
whichCyprian suffered, and Augustine wrote ? Weeds are now grow-
ing over the ruins of Carthage;and in the capital of the Eastern
Empire,built asit was by the first ChristumJSrnperor, andadorned
by the piety or^patriotism of his successors for abovea thousand years,
the Crescent has long since displaced the cross, and the fanatical
followers of the Arab Prophet prefer Mahomed toChrist

—
the licen-

tious teaching of the one to the sublime morality of the other. Buc
here, here in this remoteisland,now so undistinguished, but once the
fairest iv the sea, the lamp of Faith once lighted has never yet
suffered the dimness of auhour. Like the sacrod fire guarded By the
Vestals of another age and clime, wehave preserved our faith pure,
and inall things unchauged, during ihe loug, long period offourteeu
hundred years. True, indeed, that in some respectsour Church's first
glory has gone down;that the saint and the scholar journeying from
afar have long since ceased to seek shelter on our once hospitable
short;true that ourreligious houses of European fame, the abodes of
piety, oipeace, aud learning, and which formed the chief glory and
g« catness of this ancient islaud, teach now no lesson except by their
ruins;true that our sceptre isbroken audour name is withouthonor
in the councils ot the great, still may we'boast withpride and truth
that we havepreservedour faithuntarnished, undiminiuhed, unalloyed,
'midst therevolution of empires,aud the utter ruin of seemingly more
favored Churches. Furthermore, brethren, look around you every-
whereon the scattered children of your creed andrace, and whatdi>
behold ? Abroad you see our Irian missionaries laboring for (Jjd's
Church inevery laud that the sun shines upon, andcarryiug the glad
tidings ofredemption to thepeopleof everyo!iiu<jand color. At homa
yousee the sublime spectacleof apoor andbut recently emvuoipiteJ.
peoplebuilding up and beautifying the fallen temples of tlitf Alosc
Jligb, auppo.-tin^ themiuistcrs o£ their Church iv. mjre tlnao&iuie/
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