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THE POPE'S ANNIVERSARY.

MOT BEYV. DE. CROKE'B SERMON.— Concluded.

. . . ’ i N .
No man, it is now said, hasa right to regulate another man’s move-<| ;r Vonice were for a eenson, at all events, revived. Toine partook

'merits. Kach one is to guide himself. There is ro certain measure of
right end wrong. Evory ruler is & tyrant; every restraint iu unreason-
able. Liberty slone is to be worshipped; and whoacever daves fo
stand in the way of universal liberty is the avowed enemy of human
progress, and a fit objeet for the vengeance of every freeborn man, I
shall not pause Lere to refute the oft repeated calumny that the Catho-
lic Church is unfavorable to huwan freedom, and that Catholics from
the very nature of their creed must necessorily be slaves. We un-
"hesitatingly assert the contrary. We fonrlessly say that we yield to no
denominations of Christians in our love of liberty, Life would be
scarce worth having if it were not accompanied by freedom, and one
of the choicest gifts of the God of Nature to his creatures is liberty,
Look around you and above you, and see are not all thinge whole-
somely free. What can arrost the progress of the ecarth’s waters
- towards the sea, or who dares bid the ocean to cease ite murmuring ?
Fire is free to consume—it 13 its nature. The lion ie free to roar; the
fishes are free bencath the wave; the birds are free in the air; and
even the meanest reptile that crawls benesth our feet is free to roam
within the limits which the generosity of Nafure has assigned it. And
.cen 1t be that man, the masterpiece of creation, may be rightfully
despoiled of this, the grandest portion of ivhervitance 2 No. Tyrants
mey trample on the outward shrine of liberty ; but they cannot
extinguish the living flame on which it feeds, Like the vital spark
-within us, which leaves its earthly fenement only to fravel to n better
sphere where it hopes to be clothed in perenmial beauty, liberty ex-
pelled one country is sure to settle ir another ; ite hoine may be altered,
but ite essence is immutable and eternal. We, Catholics, thon, ave for
Jiberty, but we are for liberty founded om the Goepel. * Whero the
.apirit of God is, 1_:here." the Seripture eays, “*is liberty.” Now, the
spirit of God is a spirit of order, & epitit of meckness, a epirit of fair-
Ploy, a spirit of charity that thinketh no evil, a spirit of univereal love 3
-and such is the epirvit of liberty which the Council of the Vatican was
anxious to encourage and diffuse, Liberty to tench, liberty to com-
mand her subjects, liberty to point out evil that it may be avoided,
and the right road that it may be followed ; freedom of education,
freedom for ibe religioue orders, now so scandalously trampled under
foot; freedom of nssociation for all righteous ends; such is the
oniy liberty that deserves the neme; that liberly the Church
*as always claimed, and in defence of that liberty every Bishop of the
Chureh, like the marty red Bishops of the Glerman empire—yea, every
Cotholic now before me, should, and I believe would, be prepared to
rigk his life and fortune. And, beloved brethren, in this respect, us in
all others, our Holy Father the Pope has set us a most encouraging
exampls. Robbed of the sacred patrimony which had come down to
him through an unbrc¢ken line of his predecessors since the time of
‘Charlemagne ; ncoffed at, calumnisted, and alwost reduved to poverty ;
expelled the palaces hallowed by the footsteps of so many aaintly
ontiffs, a prisoner in the very city in which the ashes of the first
ops have found e fitting resting-place ; he has spent the laat seven
-and twenty years of his life in pruying for his enemies, in blessing the
children that hoave remained faithful to his gentle sway, in extending
the boundariea of that Church of which he is the holy and infallible
head—condemning ervors, preclaiming God's truth, oftentimes at the
peril of his life ; erecting new Sece, establishing sentinels on the watch
towers of Isrnel, walking featlessly in the footsteps of his Lord and
Master, ever ¥ zealous for (he law,” and defeating all the machinations
of his enemies by thy dignified uniformity of his attitude, as well as by
bis thorough and uncompromising independence, Long live, then,
our Holy Father, Pope Pius the Ninth, to rule over, to edify, and
-encourage us. May his days on earth be yet mony ; and may tridmphs
to come fully atone to him for sll the trials aud troubles of his past
Pontificate. He was ** zealous,” brethren, * for the luw ;" and let me
now add, #a a temporal ruler, he was the true friend and the best
Ybenefactor of his country, Let us briefly glance st the history of this
«<nse. The present illnstrious occupant of the chair of 8t. Peter, Pope
Pius the Ninth, was raised to the Papal dignity on the 16th of June,
1846 ; and on the 16th of July of the same year, just one month after
his election, he published the fumous nmnesty of which you al' have
heard, and which opened every prison door in the Poutifical Stutes.
One condition alone was imposed on each political offender—that he
should eign a declurstion as follows:—" I, the undersigned, acknow-
ledge the spontzneous pardon whick wy lawful Sovereign, Pope Pius
the Ninth, has accorded me, and I promise upon my word of honor
not to sbuse in smy way, nor at any time, this act of his sovereign
-<clemency in my regard.” Immedistely after the promulgation of tlat
deeree there wus not in Europs, it mny be sofely stated, a more
Eopu]al‘ prince than the Pope. That is to eay, he was populur amougat
is own people, ond in every country where constitutionasl liberty was
axeppected.  But he was not popular in certain despotic Europesan
Stotes ; in Austria, for instonce, and Naples, snd the smaller Prinei-
palitiee of the Italinn Peginsula ; and he become lees so when, on the
19th of April, 1847, he announced his intention of summoning a
National Council to aid bim in all his deliberutions, and to share with
hirm the responsibilities of government. Austris, thereupon, became
a0t only angry, but insolent; and the Correspondent of the ¢ Times,’
writing from Rome on the 28th of March, 1847, for once spoke the
truth when he said :—“The resolution of the Pope to pursue a course
of reform, to encourage railrouds, to emancipate the Press, to ndmit
laymen to offices in the Sate ; ubove all, the diguified independence of
-action manifested by the Court of Rome, has filled the Austrians with
apprebension and snger.”  The promised Council was insugurated on
t}l;‘e 15th of November, and lhis Holiness addressed the sassembled
Benate in the Quirinal as follows :—* I have three millions of subjects
as witneeses that I have hitherto accompliched much to usite witl, me
awy people. You will now aid me with your wisdom to discover that
which is most useful for the security of the throne and the real
appiness of my subjects.” Shortly after came the year of revolutions.

[ —

Europe was in a blaze, Popular excitement everywhere knew no
hounds. Louis Philippe fled from France. The Austrian Bagle was
trampled under foot in the streets of Milan. Barricades became
fachionable in Berlin ond Vienna, snd the ancient Republican giories

largely of the general intoxieation. The so-called apostles of liberty
were abroad, and nothing short of a Republic would sutisfy the excited
populuce. What need I say more? The amnesty wns forgotten ;
pust concesgions were deapised ; the Tope’s FPrime Minister was
a-sussinated in open day ; the Pope himself was forced to flee from his
paluce ; the great ITigh Priest of revolution wns instulled in his stead,
und the Eternal City had to witness the most Satanic atrocities from
the 25th of November, 1848, to the 14th of April, 1850, when the
Pope returned once wmore to his capitel amidst the blessings and
acelamations of hie people. Since then, and up to the period of his
lust dethronement, his policy was one of liberality and reform, and T

was, therefore, justifed in saying that, even as a temporal E'ringe, he

proved himself to be the true friend and best benefactor of his countéy,

But, brethren, speaking individually for myeelf, and yet I fancy, re-
fiecting the convictions of many, if not all of you, I unhesitatingly sny

that even though I did not recognise in him the divinely eoustituted
head of Christ's Chureh upon earth, or the wise and beneficent rule of
a portion of God’s people, I yet, somehow, should respect Pope Piua

the Ninth, and entertain fur him the highest reverence and estesm.

He hma been so tried, so brave, so patient, so eonsistent, so unyielding ¥

Borne down upon, and buffetted, and reviled, and persecuted, no effort

of malignity was spared Lo precipitats him from hia lofry station. But
it was all in vain. He is slways dying, and yeb he lives ; he is always
fulling, and yet he holds s ground; he is always growing more and

more feeble, and yet he flourishes ; he has far exceeded the average
yenrs of man, and yet he is radiant with the smiles of youth and cheer~
fulness ; he is always losing Lis power, and yet when he strikes o blow,

hammering down a King, or bidding defiance with unarmed hand to
an arrogunt Emperor, the sound theveof reverberates through the
universe, and is felt and spoken of from pole to polo. The wires ara
plways busy with him. The movements of the mightiest of the world’s
great ones are but rarsly noticed, and their utterances, as a rule, held

in small necount; but & word from the Pope is flashed to the ends of
the earth; it decides the fate of dynasties, dissipates ihe doubts of
thousands, and fixes the faith of the great body of believers. How
potent he must be when all eonspire agaivst him?! Thers is no com-

binalion agninet imbeciles. Europe, in our epoch, allied itseif against

one man ; but he was the genius of warfare, the graatest captain and

strategist since the doys of Alexander. 'Wo huve no fear, then, for the

Pope. The last moment of darkness expives 'midst the first rays of
light, Humilistiou is often the harbinger of triumph ; and so, as the
Lord liveth, He will soon scatter the enemies of our Holy Futher, even

as the wind scatters the eand on the sea shore. And proud am I,
brethrea—TI, who for some years past have been & waif and a wanderer
on the great waste of waters, living as & missionary Bishop on u Jone
island at the Antipodes—proud am I, when I return once more to the
old lard in which I was born, to find the attuchment of the Irish
people to the Pope and to the fuith of their futhers more intense, if
possible, more active, and conzpicuous, than at any past period of her
history. Yet, for these preat and truly exceptional Favors which you
have received from on High ; for Irelund's unslteruble attachment to
the fuith ; for her unbroken hierarchy, happily crowned in our days by
an Irish Cardinal, whose fume for wisdom and sanctity is over all the
Churchea; for the unparchasable priesthood, und the unswerving

fidelity of her noble-hearted people, humanly speaking, you could have-
bad no good grounds fo hope. Oues, you know, was nob amonget the
Churchies that were most favored in their origin. There were
Cburches founded by the Apostles themselves, protected by the
Emperors of Christian Rome, and presided over for s lons series of
years by the most pions and eulightened pastors. The Cliurch of
Ephesus, founded by 8t. John, hig long since fallen tu decay. The
Church of Alexsndria exists no longer, thougl 8t. Mark labored much
bo give it strength and stability : and even the Church of Jerusalem
iteelf, poverned, us it had been, for a number of years by 84, James the
Apostle, formed no exception to the decline of other Apostolic
Churches. What hes become of the illustrious Churches of Asia and
Northern Africa, of the Churclies in which Chrysostom preached, for
which Cyprisn suffered, and Augustine wrote 7 Weeds ars now grow-
ing over the ruine of Curthage; and in the capital of the Xastern
Tmpire, built as it was by the first Clristian Emperor, and adorned
by the piety orpairiotism of his suceessors for above a thousand years,
the Crescent has long sines displuced the ecross, ard the fanatical
followers of the Arab Prophet prefer Mulwmed to Christ—the licen-
tious teaching of the one to the sublime morality of the other. DBut
here, here in this remote islsnd, now so undistinguished, but once the
fairest in the sea, the lamp of Fuith once lighted las uever yet
suffered the dimnaess of an hour, Like the sacred fire guarded by the
Vestals of another age and clime, wo have preserved our fuith pure,
and 91 alt things unchauged, daring che loag, long period of fourtesn
hundred years. 'Lrue, indeed, shot in some respects our Church's lirst
glory has gono down ; thot the saint and the scholar joarneying from
afur have long since ceused to seek shelfer on our once hospitable
shore ; true that our relizgious houses of European fame, the abodes of
piety, ot peace, and learning, and which formed the chief glory nnd
grentness of this ancient islaud, tonch now no lesson except by theie
rains; true tlat our seeptre is broken and our name is without honur
in the councils ot the great, atill may we boast with pride and bruth
that we Lave preserved cur faith untarnisbed, undiminisiied, nnalloyed,
'midat the revolution of empires, nnd the utter ruin of seemingly wore
favored Churches. Furthermors, brethren, look around you every-
whove on the seattered children of your creed and race, and what do
behold 7 Abrond you see our Irlsn missionaries laboring for God’s
Clureh in every land that the aun shines upon, and curcying the glad
tidings of redemption to the 1eople of every clime und colue. At home
you see the sublime speetuclo of o poor aud bub resently emanciputed
people building up and beautifying the fullen temples of the Moss
Higlh, supposting the ministers of their Cliurch in mure than osditey



