
A statistician has calculated tint it would require aperiodof
nearly 400 years to read the titles ofall the books comprised in the
various libraries ofEurope,allowing oneminute for each title.

Manuelde la Concha, the distinguished General who fell on June
28 while leading the Republicanarmy iv an assault uponthe Cariist
position,was borniv 1794, and wa9 therefore 80 yearsof age,being
probably the oldest Commander-iu-Chief that ever diedin the saddle.

Of the 204 membersof the Senate of DublinUniversity, only 11
are Catholics.

The ShahofPersia recieved 8000 begging letters during his stay
in London, whichhe ordered to be packedin a large chest for future
inspection andconsideration.
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The colored Catholics ofKentucky have sent through their pastor

a gold-headed cane to thePope,anda crown for the BlessedVirgin at
Lourdes.

Baltimore is boiling downher superfluous canine populationinto
glue, by whioh the city gains five cents per dog.

Fifteenhundredand sixty housrsinNewYork City are ownedby
the Astor family.

Itis certain that the police of Paris are Imperialists to aman,
and that they wouldat any timehelp inbringing about aBonapartiit
reiteration.

Ithas been estimated that two tkirds of the earnings of British
workmenare spent en liquor, involving an expenditureon that com-
modity of £96,000,000 everyyear.

Anisland five acres inexfentis floatingaboutLakeMonomonaulc,
whichlies partly in New Hampshire and partly iv Massachusetts.
It travels two miles at a time.

MR. VOGEL AND MR. O'RORKE.

to the offerings of the faithful being sent to the SovereignPontiff, in
lieu of the patrimony of which ho has been robbed. It was but
natural, then, to expect that in a land whose children had never
■wavered in their allegiance, the 28thanniversary of the Holy Father's
coronation wouldhave been celebrated with fitting solemnity. Iv
another column we give the eloquentsermon deliveredon that day by
theLordBishop ofAuckland, in the Church of the Conception,Marl-
borough street,Dublin. Wo regret that the space at our command
precludesus from publishing it in extenso this issue, but we will give
the concluding portionin our next.

The followinghas been telegraphed by theWellingtoncorrespon-
dent ofthe

'Daily Times ' to that journal:
— "

Mr Vogel has strongly
urgedMrStafford tojoin theMinistry, offering to resign the Premier-
ship in his favour, and go home himself. Mr Stafford positively
refused to join on any consideration, and objected strongly to Mr
"Vogelleaving the colony \mtilafter next session. He said financial
difficulties, for which Mr Vogel was responsible,were looming, andhe
must stay and faco them. MrVogel says his healthrequires change
of air, andif he cannot go home he willprobably follow MrRussell to
Sydney. He his much dissappointed at Mr Stafford's refusal and
attitude." Ifany reliance can be placed in the foregoing, the intelli-
gence is most important, and desirable anacquisition as Mr Stafford
undoubtedly wouldbe ia any Ministry, the "wisdom ofhis refusal must
be apparent toeveryone. Mr Vogel is committed toa policy which
so far has provedto be a"success, themerit of whichhe alonehas been
accredited with,but until thatpolicy be carried to an issue, there is
no mancnpableof talcinghis place, and Mr Stafford wasmost wise to
refuse todo so.

The
'Advocate'of the22ndhas the following:

— "We extremely
regret to have to announce the death of Sister Mary Angela, of the
Order of Our Lady of Mercy, which took placeon Wednesday la3t, at
the St. Vincent de Paul Orphanage, Emerald Hill, where she had
passed the previous two years. GChe deceased lady was the eldest
-daughter of a very old and highly respected colonist, MrPatiick M.
Mornane, of Stephen street, in this city. She wasa native of Mel-
bourne,andon Tuesday next would havecompleted the 29thyearof
her nge. Butalthoughherlife wasshort,it wasfaithful in the service
of God. Miss Mornanebecame anovice in the Orderof Mercy, atthe
Nicholson streethouse, twelve yearsago, whenshe wasbut seventeen
yearsof age. Her receptiontook placeinSt. Patrick's Cathedral,and
ehe made her solemn vows in the chapelofthe Nicholson street Con-
vent. May she jrest inpeace. Amen."

Some time ago (Says the Grey Star) we remember an editor of a
"Weßt Coa9t paper stating that some

"
cold-blooded miscreant, dead

alike tothe promptings of moral rectitude andhumanity,hadpoisoned
thepostmaster'spoodle dog." For years we lost sight of that writer,
but fancy we have discoveredhim:for a late Tokomairiro paper in its
report of a municipal election at Miltonspeaks ofa person guilty of
throwinga snowballat the candidate as a "fiend inhuman form!

"

AirCKliAtfD.
The most unpopularmanin theProvinceof Aucklandat this moment
is Mr Vogel. On the other hand, the most popular of our political
characters is Mr O'Rorkp. Whether the intense unpopularity -of the
Premier be warranted or not under the circumstances may admitof
doubt. The grent measure he proposes for "disestablishing" the
Provinces of the NorthIsland, is one upon whicha good deal maybe
urged,plausibly, either for or against. But no one can doubt the
purity of Mr O'Rorke'a motives in disconnecting himself from the
VogelMinistry. Like an honest'man,he has sacrificed his personal
interests to a senseofpublic duty. He has plainly lost confidencein

the VogelMinistry
—

or at least totally dissents from the wisdom and
justice of the course they are bent onpursuing towards Auckland;
andhe resigns his office, its honors, andemolumentsaccordingly. This
is no more than might have been expected from a gentlemen of Mr.
O'Rorke'shigh character;and we may be well assured that in the
endhe will fiud that honesty is thebest policy. The country willnot
forget him. He is yet young; and a long and honorable public
career is unquestionably before him, if God spares him. What we
want is not so much publicmen of showy and brilliant parts, daring
and speculative men of.genius, like Vogel, but clear-headed and
honest men like Mr O'Rorko. Heaven-born statesmen of daring
minds generally land their country in cruel difficultiesat last. Me
Vogel maybe a public benefactor,butheis paving the way for heavy
burdens tobe borne one day by us and our posterity

—
for the benefit

of the rich
—

to the oppression of the industrious orders of society.
The Irish may be proudofa manlike Mr O'Rorke. We have clever
Irishmenin this Colony, n?ore than one connected with the public
service. But some of them are men who stick tooffice under all cir-
cumstances, no matter what principles be in the ascendant. Mr
O'Rorke is of a different sort. He scorns

Tofawn or seek forpower
Bydoctrhies fashionedto thevaryinghour.

Heis an Irishmanofthe truebreed. We have had several indigna-
tion meetings to protest against Mr- Vogel's great measure. The
general feelingat all themeetings appear to bo this:Abolish the Pro-
vinces of theNorth Island. They haveserved their day, and are no
longer useful, but obstructive. But treat theSouthernProvinces in
the same way;and make their lands colonial, instead of provincial,
property. Itwill come to this complexionat last. Itis the only just
way. Some time ago, whenconversing about public affairs with on©

of our most eminent non-political citizens, whohad recently been over
to Melbourne— he said, the impressionthere was that, MrParkes and
Mr Vogelwere by far the cleverest public menon this side of the
equator,but the peoplehad no faith in them. Perhaps they may be
tooclever. There are men who are tooclever, and women too, for
the matter of that. A man who does not combine integrity and
prudence withhis ability,generally runs a short but brilliant career,
like themeteor in theheavens. So it may prove with Vogel. The
people ina Colony like this, with so limited, and generally speaking,
so poor anddependentan electorate, cannot well protect themselves
against such clever schemers. We have got

" Home Rule
"

too
slon in New Zealand,

—
before we are fit for it;while Ireland has

been toolong deniedit;but she is now iv a fair way to get that boon,
in spite of her many and powerfulenemies. The

" Irish persuasion"
in theHouse ofCommons is no longer tobe sneezed at, as Mr Dis-
raeli has just found out to hi3disgust. The same "persuasion" iv
this Colony could mako their power felt too, if they wouldshow a
united front when any gross wrong is about to be afflictedon the
people. The Iri?h party should recognise no distinction between
North and South, but exert their power to insure justice to all,and
especially to the middle or industrial class of the Colony. By one
speaker,a clever lawyer,at twoof ourindignation meetings, thePress
was very freely takeninhand. Their venality wasopenly denounced.
Butsuch sweepingcharges arenot fair. No doubt the Government
is always anxious tohave thePress with it;and in some cases many
evengive a consideration for the support of certain clever members
of theFourthEstate. But,speaking'generally,thePress will

"
follow

themultitude," whether for good or evil, since it lives on popularity.
Ifit haveitnot,itdies. Ispeak of theProtestantPress. The Catho-
lic Preas stands on a higher eminence. Its principles are theprin-
ciples of the Church, Fiat justitia. It'will defend the right, come
what may. The Catholic party is theparty of justice,as wellas of
',"progress," all over the world. The poor and defenceless, in an
especialmanner, are the clients of the Catholic Press

—
be their

creed what it may. When the principles of humanity or natural
justice are in question, the Catholic Press recognisesno distinctionof
religious creeds, orpolitical party. "Youdid well to say a word inde-
fence of thepoor men who were cajoled to come out to Dunedin by
Dr.Featherstqn,and whose sufferings your big Protestant; brothers
Iappearedtomake littleof.

NEWS IN BRIEF.
The last sitting of the Westland Provincial Council cost the

province £844 2s6d.
Tenders have been called for the erection ofa districthospital at

Cromwell,at a costof £900.
Gas emittedfrom the earthis used with success as fuelat an ex-

tensive iron works ivLoechburgh, Pennsylvania.
Ata public dinner, atYass, NS.W., an alderman proposed the

toastof"The Bushranging Interest, coupled with the name of Sir
HerculesRobinson." The toast wasdrunk amidst great laughter.

The largest plate t.aathas been rolled in Scotland from a single
pile wasrolled at the BlochairnIronWorks recently. Thedimensions
are twenty-three feet sis inches long, four feet wide, and one inch
thich. The weightof thepile going into the furnace was 44001bs

—
nearly two tons.

The California Assembly has passedaBill requiring all miners
tokeep in goodorder andoperation two shafts of ingress andegress;
means*ofventilationsufficient to give each miner 230 feet of pure air,
eachminute;keepinghois'ing machinery in goodorder } and over-
seers to be deemedguilty of manslaughter if deathoccurs from want
ofattentionto its provisions.

The latest news iroui the Indian famine districts is cheering.
Plentifulrains have fallen, the labourers on the relief works are de-
creasing daily, seed corn is abundant, and the Government grain
reserveswill suffice untilDecember. The MansionhouseRelief Fund
exceeds £122,000.

A Frenchman named Degoof .succeeded in descending eafel
from abaloon by means of a flyiug-inachme. He went upfrom Cre-
morneGardens, passed over the city, and descended near Brandon,
Essex. Ina second attemptDegooi waskilled owing to the failure of
his plans.

As a remarkableillustration of the large trade between England
and Australia it is mentioned that 17 vessels arrived at Qravesend
from the Antipodes on 25th June. Eight we.c from New Zealand,
4 from Adelaide, 2 from Melbourne, 2 from Sydney,and 1from
Brisbane.
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