
The twenty-eighth anniversaryof the coronationofhis Holin-sslopePius theNinth wascommemorated yesterday,in the Metropoli-tan Cathedral, Marlboroughstreet. The occasion evoked a signal
manifestation of the devoted sentiment entertained towards "theillustrious Head of the Catholic world by his children in the Irishcapital Longbefore the hour fixed for the ceremonial the Cathedralwas filled witha congregation representing every class oflocal society.J.he poorest of ourpopulationunited withitsmostdistinguished mem-<bers mrendering an equalhomageoflove andreverence to the Pontiffwhoso grandly fills the exalted chair of the Apostles. Hundredsofpersons were unable to gain admission, and had to retire from theedifice sadly disappointedat their inability to takepart in the expres-
sion of loyalty and religious Jaith of so special and emphatic acharacter At twelve o'clock an outburstofsuperb melody from thechoir, and tLe sudden rising of the vast assemblage, announced theentranceof theprocession. Itwas precededas usual by cross-bearerandacolytes,after whom walked theprincipalecclesiastical dignitaries■A the> diocese The MostBey.Dr. Croke,Lord Bishop ofAuckland,
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ey" ,^r- ,°Snian'L°rd Bish°P of Hamilton, eachattended by his chaplain followed,and then, with an interval oftho■clergy,came the CardinalArchbishop,in full pontificals, andattendedwith the state customary at solemn ceremonials. The clergy and theaspirants to thepriesthood who assisted took their places round thealtar His Envnenceand the prelatesadvancedbefore the tabernacle!and having knelt for some time in prayer, were conducted to thethrones prepared for them. Pontifical High Mass was then cornmenced, the Cardinal Archbishop being celebrant Tl Sat Hpossibleto say apropos of the occasion of yesterday was snlerXllvsaid by the Most Rev. the Bishop of AnJklandTJhJ^ffiS thesermonofthe anniversary. His lordship, who lootedremarkably wellcaptivatedhis auditory from the utteranceof his text to his beauTSufperoration. We shall not further anticipate the pleasur"of per sathan by observing that, effective as the course appears to thedeaderits-forceandbeauty were tenfoldincreasedby thehappymethodof theorator, whose old reputation was more than sustained by his noble

TheMostRev.Dr. Croke,LordBishopofAuckland, ascended thepulpitanddelivered the following sermon. His lordshp took for histextIst Maccabees, 11. 50, 51:-«My sons, be ye zealous for the lawand give your lives for the covenants of'your fathers and callToremembrance the work of your fathers, which they have done in theirgenera ions, and you shall receive great glory and an everLSname." Such, my Lord Cardinal, my Lo?d, very rev" and deadybeloved brethren, were the last words which the aged father of theMaccabees addressed, when dying, to his children! The hearties"tyranny of tho Ptolemies had but recently beenexchanged by themfor the
i
equaldomination ot the great butwickedKing^ofSvria " an?as each succeeding day of his oppressive rule brought some'fredldisaster,some additional weight of woe on tho �ni,7o

i JtofIsrael the spiritof that mueh&T^^A^tts^edas if broken for ever. At length,it appears, theycaughCrte c"enIroni despair;they arose in the majesty of their mi*ht andaneer"measured theirstrengthon thebattle-fieldwith the tyrant who hadsomercilessly ill-used them, and achieved some of ££c memorabletriumphs overoppression which history records withpleasure andaH

fathers for theirje^U^&^^lS^^^S^irhich they were forbidden to adore; and, as the aged warrior who
°

martial genius first fired them into resistance and who n,V frJhTi«lyft.ftbrt.ofhi. decliningvigor against th^SdeTofiSs namea^d3j|tion, wassummoned to his dread account onHi-h lebeaZtheda*we read,no other legacy tohis children than thenobleSoncontamed in the textjust quoted. «Be ye zealous» saidhe! "my sonslor the law. and give your lives for the covenants of your fafhers»And, m truth, he could nothave confided to them amoresacred trustor transmitted to them anobler inheritance-the kwToSfwrithetraditions of their fathers, the faith which they had received fromheaven,and the glory with which they had just covered7by heirvalorupon earth-creed, in short, and country, a double affiancewinch cannot be forfeited withoutdisgrace, nor preserved Stewihouthonor Now, brethren, it seems to me that the words of thedying Mathathias maybe most fitly quoted here to-da/to connectionwith the great and glorious PontilF Pope Pius the NinSftheShanniversaryof whose coronation we are assembled in tiiil'onuroh toittfthe girlS
the works ofthe fathers whichX'l^lXt^SSSTand he shall receive great glory and an everlastingname." Sufferme, then brethren, to pass in brief review before youXe leadingfeatures ot his illustriousPontificate, andin doingso to establish tKtwo important facts-that whilebeing most zeflous foT the W OUrHoly^Father, as a temporal ruler,h« been the true friend aid bestbenefactor othis country. Iknownot, indeed,brethren, f therebe amoreample-therecertainly is not a nobler or moreexcitingltheoiethan the Papacy,andof the Popes who have livedanddied since thedays of Peter there isnoteven one,perhaps, whose private characterwas moreamiable, whose public adrninstration was moio blameTes/-whose ambition was more divinely moulded, whose rule wa gentlerwhose love of liberty was more sincere or more conspicuous whoseaggregate or social worth was greater, yet whose career was morecuriously chequered,more saddening,or moresuggestive than thTt of

Pius the Ninth. His predecessors did wonders, no doubt, for theworld. Idonotnow speakofpersecutionsborneby themjoyfully forjustice sake; ofnations brought by them from darkness to light andlife;or ofthe mysterious agency by means ofwhich they cast downfor ever the idols from theRoman Capitol andraised the emblem ofChristianity over the chief Cify of the Caesars. This was but the directfulfilmentoftheir destiny, the accomplishment of their divine missionIdesire only to speakof them as members of the greathuman family
-

as rulers of a high-minded and historic people;as tbo guides andguardians of European civilisation for abovea thousand years;and,viewedin that light,itisnot toomuch,Ipresume, tosay of them thattheir influenceon the chief destinies ofman wasat once salutary andundoubted. They were the first who ruled by the force of publicopinion;the first who preached the doctrine of universal fraternity "
the first whoannounced the complete equality of manwithman;thefirst "Who backed right and justice against the capricious exercise ofarbitrarypower;the first who governed for the benefitof thomanyrather than of tho few, and who in turn received from the multitude afreer, a fuller, anda more faithful homage than was everpaid to themasters oftheRomanEmpire by their PraetorianCohorts. Thus, atall events, brethren, it was of old;and though strangely the sayingmay sound in the ears of many, thus, too, it is, thank God, to-day.Time, indeed,that trifles with ths stability of every earthly structure;that feeds, in fucr, on theruins of everyhumanproduction;time thatloves to see all that is beautiful fade away,that brings forthso manyrevolutions and iufallibly achieves the overthrow of everything notdivinely built up, has, Iknow, put its destroying hand upon, andsweptaway,perhaps for ever, some of the accidental prerogatives ofthePapacy, but the Papacy itself knows nothing of decay. Ithaaoutlived all other institutions;it has witnessed the rise and fall ofmany flourishing States; it has survived allthe dreary of pride, allthe wanderingsof intellect, all the corruptions of taste, all the con-vulsions,as wellas the pacification,of empires;and thus, 'midst theendless fluctuation ofhuman things, italone canclaim tobe unchanged,slill reaving prominently its hallowed head on high, and, like someprimevalrock in the ocean, defying alike the fury ofthe surrouuding-elementsand the destructive ravages of time. Yes, the Papacy khowanothing of decay. The Pope, to be sure, is no longer the accreditedarbiter ofEurope;but Pius the Ninth, for all that, is quitepowerfulas the mightiest of his predecessor?, and the church over whichhe

presides,far from exhibiting symptoms of approaching dissolution,ismorecompact, better knit together, more widespread,more respected,and influentialto-day thanithas been at any other, period within thelast300 years. Ihave scarcely time, in proof of this, toname, butcertainly not to describe to you, the memorable gatherings of theEpiscopacy -which at different periods within the, last20 years,havetakenplaceiv Rome. They fully attestthe Catholicity ofthe Church,
andthe ready obedienceof the chief pastors of Christendom to the
present successor ofStPeter. For theseassemblages, whetherdesigned
for the definition of the Immaculate Conceptionof our BlessedLady,the centenaryofthe Prince of the Apostles, or the canonisation of the
mnrtyra ofJapan,his Holiness issuedno positivecommand. He spokebuta word

—
he merely expresseda wish to sea his Brethren aroundhim

—
and from the ends of the earth theycame in crowds to pledgetheir allegiance anew at the shrine of Peter, and tolay their hearts"homagelovingly at theirFather'sfeet. Butof theseEpiscopal gather-ings there isone that stands out prominentlybeyond the rest, the lastof them all, the General Council of tho Vatican, the most rem-irkableecclesiastical event ofour epoch, and the greatest glory of the reigaofPope Pius the Ninth. About 800 bisliops attended that Council.They came there from the coral islands of the Pacific, from cities andOhnrches unknown to the ancients,evenby name. They came therefrom Newfoundland and the two Canadas;from the plains of NewEngland, the fertile valleys of the Mississippi, and the golden shoresof California;from Chiliand LaPlata and the free "RepublicsoftheSouth;from the classic isles of Greece, as well as from the sacred

plains of Palestine andSyria;from the shatteredremains of the greatpatriarchates of theEast, from AntiochandByzantium, and from the
sites of the fallen Churches of Africa and Asia. From the East andfrom the West they came. The Teuton and the Dane, the Celt andtheSaxon;the descendantsof theNorthern Pirates and of the Latin.
Kings, were alike assembled there. There were 200 ItalianBishops
or more;say 50 French, 48 German,a like number from the UnitedStates, nearly nsmany from Mexicoand South America,11English,21Irish,andabove 40 SpanishBishops, to say nothing of theBishops
of the rapidly rising Churches ofAustralia andNew Zealand that haveliterally sprung into existence during the Pontificateof thepresentPope. And for what purpose was this great Council summoned?Was it, as it maliciously allegedby some, to disturb States, to giveoffence to statesmen, to set up, and, if possible, sustain claims touniversal dominion, or to interfere in anywisa with tho legitimate
powers and privileges of secular princes ? No, brethren, but tocon-trives remedies ogamst the manifold evils by which modern society iaafflicted,and which threaten alike the destruction both of the altar and
the throne. Gn the continent of Europe and elsewhere a school ofevil teaching was, and is, notoriously open, and doctrines the moatxpernicious werepreachelandpropagatedby it, indeaonce ofall shametmd reason, and to the sore detriment of law, order, and morality
The existence of God, the divinity of our Lord, the immortality ofthesoul, human accountability— in fact, all the fundamonial truths ofChristianity

—
are not only fearlessly canvassed by many of the rising

youth of this generation, but are openly scoffed at andcoatemptuously
rejected. At a banquet given, a couple of years ago, on a GoodFriday, in oneof the chiefcapitals ofEurope, the first toast that was
proposed and drunk was to the memory of themen who crucifiedJesus Christ;anditis onlya few months ago sinceIread, in another
quarter of the globe, that, on the occasion of the installationof afamousFrench revolutionist into whatis called " thoLodge ofLight,"
he was asked, as is usual, what were the three great ends whichheproposed to himself on entering the fraternity; and his answerwag, to advance human freedom, to spread the doctrine of univer-sal iraternity amongst men, and to wage war against God.
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of the 22ndof June we take the follow-

ing eloquent sermonpreachedby theMostBey.Dr. Croke,BishopofAuckland,in the Cathedral, Dublin, on the celebration of the 28thanniversary ofthe coronationof theHolyFather:—
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