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THE POPE'S ANNIVERSARY,

MOET REV, DR, CROKE'S SERMQN,
Fzou the * Dublin Freeman® of the 22nd of June we take the follow-
ing elognent sermon preached -by the Most Rev. Dr. Croke, Bishop of
Auckland, in the Cathedral, Dublin, on the ecelebration of the 28th
anniversary of the coronation of the Holy Father:—

The twenty-eighth anniversary of the coronation of his Holinogs

Jope Pius the Ninth was commmemorated yesterday, in the Metropoli-
tan Caothedral, Marlborough street. The ocession evoked a signal
Inanifeetation of the devoled sentiment entsrtained towsrds the
illustripus Head of the Catholic world by his children in the Irish
cepilal. Long before the liour fixed for the ceremonial the Cathedral
was filled with a congregation represonting overy cinss of locn! society.
The poorest of our population united with its most distinguished mem-
‘bers in rendering an equal homage of lovs and reverence to the Pontiff
who o grandly fills the exalted chair of the Apostles. Hundreds of
Persons were unable to gain admission, and had to retire from the
edifice sadly disappuinted at their inability to take part in the expres-
sion of loyulty and relizious inith of so speciaf) and emphatic o
character. At ‘welve o'clock an outburst of superb melody from the
choir, und tle sudden rising of the wvast assemblage, announced the
entrance of the procession. Jt was preceded s usnal by cross-bearer
and acolytes, after whom walked the principal ecclesiastieal dignitaries
#f the diocese. The Most Rev, Dr. Croke, Lord Bishop of Auckland,
4dnd the Most Rev. Lr. Crinian, Lord Bishop of Hemilton, each
attended by his chaplain, followed, and then, with an interral of tho
-clergy, came the Cardinal Archbishop, in full pontificals, and attended
with tle stute customury at solemn ceremonials, The clergy and the
aspirants to the priestlood who assisted took thejp places round the
altar. His Eminence and the prelates advanced before the tabernacie,
and haviog kunelt for some time in prayer, were condncted to the
thrones prepared for them. Pontifieal High Maes was then com-
menced, the Cardinal Archbishop being celebrant. All that it s
possible to eny apropos of the ocecasion of yostarday was splendidly
said by the Most Rev, the Bishop of Aneckland, who preached the
sermon of the anniversary. Iis lordship, who looked remarkably well
captivated his auditory from the utterance of his text to his beautifui
peroration. We shall not further anticipate the pleasury of perusal
than by observing that, effective ug the ¢ourae appears to the reader,
ita force and beauty were tenfold inevensed by the happy method of the

o&atox-, whose old reputation was more than sustained by his noble
-effort.

The Most Rev, Dr. Croke, Lord Bishop of Auckland, nscended the
pulpit and delivered the following sermon. Hig lordship took for his
text 1st Mnceabees, ii. 50, 51 it My sons, be ye zealons for the law,
and give your lives for the covenants of your fathers; and eall to
remembrauce the work of your fathers, which they have done in their
generations, and you ehall receire great glory and an everlasting
name.” Such, my Lord Oardinal, my Lord, very rev., and dearly
beloved brethren, were the last words which the aged father of the
Maccabees addressed, when dying, to hig ehildrenc.' The heartisss
4yrunny of the Ftolemies had buy recently been exchanged by them
for the equal doq:mntlou of the grent but wicked King of 8yria’; and
as each suceeeding duy of his oppresaive rule brought some fresh
disagter, some additionnl weiglt of woo, on the unhapapy descendants
of Israel, the spirit of that much favored but faithless people seemed
ag if broken_for evor. At length, it appears, they caught coarage even
from despair ; they nrose in the tadjesty of their might and anger;
measured their strength on the battle-field with the tyrant who had so
mercilessly ill-used them, and achiecved some of those memorable

triumphs ever oppression whieh history records with pleasure, and all
generations of men hear of with delight. They fought not, Lhiowever
for eitber fume or fortune ; thoy fought only for the covenants of thsir
fathers, for the freedom they had long since forfeited, tho altars before
which they were forbidden to adove; and, as the aged warrior whose
martial genius first fired them into resistauce, and who put forth the

lggt efforts of Lis declining vigor against the enemies of his name and

:nition, was suminoned 1o lLis dread accouns en High, he bequesthed,
aghwe read, no other legacy to his children than the noble lesson con-
toined in the text just quoted. * Be ye zealous,” said he, “miy sony
for the law, and yive your lives for the covenants of your fathers.”
And, in truth, he could not have confided to them o more sacred trust
or transmitted to them a nobler inheritsnce—tha law of God and the
traditions of their futhers, the faith which they bud received from
heaven, and the glory with which they Lad just covered it by their
valor upon earth—ereed, in shovt, and country, a double allegiance
which ennnet be fovfeited without disgrace, nor preserved inviolate
without honor.  Now, brethren, it gseme to me thut the worda of the
dyiog Mathathias may be most {itly quoted lLera to-day in gonnection
with tho great end glorious Pontilf Pope Pius the Ninth, the 28th
anniversary of whose coronstion we wre assembled in this ehurch to
celebrate. - IHe hns beon zealous for the law, and has liternlly given his
Life for the covenants of our fathers ; Ze has ealled to remembrance
the works of the fathers which they have done in their generations,
and “ he shall roceive greas glory and an evetlasting name.” Quffer
e, then, brethren, to pass in brief review beforo you the leading
feutures of his illustrious Pontifiente, and in doiug 50 to establisl those
two important facts—that, while belag most zeulous for the lIaw, oue
Holy Futher, as o temporal ruler, s been tha trae triend and best
benefuctor of liis country. I know not, indeed, brethren, if there be o
more ample—there certainly is not & nobler or more exciting—theme
than the Papacy, and of the Popes who have lived and died since the
dnys of Peter, thero is not even one, perhaps, whose private character
wi9 more nmiable, whose vublic adminstration was more blamsless
“whose ambition was more divinely moulded, whose rule was genr,ler’,
whese love of liborty was more sincere or mere conspicuous, whase
aggregate of social worth was greater,

! ¢ yot whoso eareer was more
curiously chequered, more saddening, or ‘more suggestive then thet of

Pius the Ninth. His predecessors did wouders, no doubt, for the
world. I do not now speal of persecutions borne by them Jjoyfully for
{ustice sake ; of nations brought by them from darkness to light and

ifa; or of the mysterious agency by means of which thoy cast down
for aver the idols from the Roman Capitol and raised the emblem of
Ohristianity over the chief City of the Cmsars, This was but the divect
fulfilment of their destiny, the accomplishment of their divine mission,
I desire only to apeak of them as members of the great human family ;
88 rulers of a high-minded and historic people; as tke guides and
guardians of European civilisation for above @ thousand Fears ; and,
viewed in thab light, it is not too much, I presume, to say of them that
their influence on the chief destinies of man wus at ancs salutary and
undoubted. They wera the first who rxuled by the force of publie
opinion ; the first who prenched the dogtrine of uwaiverasl fraternity ;
the first who announced the complste equnlity of voaw with man ; the
first Who backed right and justice against the eapricions exercise of
arbitrary power; the first who governed for the benefit of tho many
rather than of the few, and who in turn received from the multitude o
freer, o fuller, and o more faithful homage than was ever paid to the
mastars of the Roman Empire by their Prmtorian Cohorts. Thus, at
all events, brethren, it was of nld; and though strangely the saying
may sound in the ears of many, thus, too, it is, thank Glod, to-day.
Time, indeed, that trifles with the stability of every earthly structure ;
that feeds, ie fuct, on the ruins of every human production ; fime that
loves to see all thut is beautiful fade nway, that brings forth so many
revolutions and infallibly achieves the overthrow of everything not
divinely built up, has, I know, put its destroying hand wupon, and
swept away, perhaps for ever, some of the aceidental prerogatives of
the Papucy, but the Papucy itself knows nothing of dacay. It has
outlived sll other institutions; it lhas witnessed the rise and fall of
many flourishing States; it has survived ail the dreams of pride, all
the wanderings of intelleat, all the corruptions of taste, ull the cone
vulsions, ae well as the pacification, of empires ; and thus, ‘midst the
endiess fluctuation of human things, it alone esn claim to be unchanged,
still rearing prominently its hallowed head on high, and, like some
primeval rock in the ocean, defying alike the fury of the surrounding-
elements and tha destruc:ive ravages of time. Yes, the Papacy kiaowa
nothings of decay. The FPope, to be surs, is no longer the ncoredited
arbiter of Enrope ; but Pius the Ninth, for all that, is guite powerful
as the mightiest of his predecessore, and the church over whish ha
presides, far from exhibiting symptems of approaching dissolution, ia
mare compact, better knit together, more widespread, more respectod,
and influentinl to-day than it has beea at auy other peripd within tha
last 300 years. I have searcely time, in proof of this, to name, but
cortainly not to deseribe to you, the momorable gatherings of the
Episcopacy which ab different periods within the, lasy 20 years, have
tuken place in Rome. They fully attest the Catholicity of the Church,
and the ready obedience of tha chief pastors of Christendom to the
present successor of St Peter, For these assemblages, whather designad,
for the defini‘ion of the Ymmaculate Conception of our Blessed Lady,
the centenary of the Prince of the Apostles, or the canonisation of the
martyrs of Japan, his Holiaess isswed no positive command., e spoke
but & word—he merely expressed a wish to se2 his Brethren around
him—and from the ends of the earth they came in crowds o pledge
their alleginnce anew ut the shrine of Pater, and to lay fheir hearts™
homage lovingly at their Fathor'’s feet. But of these Episcopal gatlev~
ings there is one that stands out prominently beyond the rest, the last
of them all, the Genersl Council of the Valican, the most remarkuble
ecelesiastical event of our epoch,
Pope Pius the Ninth. Aboubt 800 bishops attended that Couneil.
They came thers from the coral islands of the Pacific, foom cities and.
Chrrehes unknown to the ancients, even by name. They cume thers
from Newfoundland and the two Canadas; from the plains of New
Eungland, the fertile valleys of the Mississippi, and the golden shores
of Undifornia ; from Chili and La Plats and the free Hepublics of the
South ; feom the classie isles of Gireece, ns well as from the sacrod
pluins of Palestine and Syria ; from the shattered remains of the grent
Datrinrchates of the Tast, from Antioch and Brzantinm, and from the
sites of the fullen Clhuvrches of Afrien nud Asia. From the IRast and
from the West they enme. The Teaton and the Dane, the Colt and
the 8axon ; the descendants of the Nortliern Pirates and of the Latin
Kings, were olike assembled there. There wers 200 [Ltaliun Bishops
or more; say 50 French, 48 German, a like number from the United
States, nearly as many frow Mexico snd South Awmeries, 11 English,
21 Irish, and above 40 Spanish Bishops, to say nothing of the Bishops
of tho rapidly rising Churches of Anstrolin and New Zealand that have
literally sprung into existence during the Pontificate of the present
Pope.  And for what purpose was this great Council summonad
Was it, as it maliciously ulleged by some, to disturh States, to give
offence to statesincn, to set up, and, if possible, sustain claims to
universal dominion, or to interfere in anywis> with the legitimate
powers and privileges of secular princes ! No, brethren, but to con-
trivb remedies ngainst the manilold evils by wlich madern society is
affiieted, and which threaten alike the destruciion both of the altar and
the throne, Gn the continent of Kurope nnd elsewhers a school of
evil tenching was, und is, notoriously open, and doctrines the moat™
pernicious wore preackel and propagated by it, in defionce of nll shame

und reason, and te the sore détriment of law, order, and morality

Lhe existence of God, the divinity of eur Lord, the immortality of the

soul, human aceountnbility—in fact, all the fundamenal truths of
Christisnity—are not only fearlessly cunvassed by many of the rising

youth of this generation, but are openly scoffed at and contamptuously

rgjootec. At n banguet given, a couple of years ugo, on a Good

Friday, in one of the chief capitals of Europe, the fivst tonst that was

proposed and drunk was to the memory of the men who erucified

Jesus Christ ; end it is only o fow months ago since I read, in anothep

uarter of the globe, thar, on the occasion of the ipstallation of a

gamous Freuoch revolutionist into what i3 called  the Lodge of Light,'*
he wag asked, as is usual, what were the three great ends which he
proposed to himself on entering the fraternity; and his anawer

wag, to advance human freedom, to spread the doctrine of unjver-

enl iraternity amongst men, and to wage war against God.

and the greatest glory of the reign of -



