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The Confessionalis lovedby Catholics and hated by the world. Like
thepillar,which of old guided thepeopleof God, tousiti3all light.
To the worlditis all darkness. There are two things of -which the
world would fainrid itself: the dayof judgment;and the Confessional.
Of tho day of judgment;,because itis searching and inevitable;of the
Confessional,because itiathe anticipation and the witness of the judg-
ment to come. For this cause therei3no evil that the world willnot
say of tho Confessional. It would dethrone the eternal Judge if it
could; therefore itspurns at theJudge who sits on the Confessional,
becauso he is within reach ofits heel. Andnot only the world with-
out tho Church

—
but the world withinits limits, the impure, the false,

the- proud, the lukewarm, the worldly Catholic;in a word,all who
are impenitent fear and shrink from the shadow of the great white
throne which falls upon them from the Confessional.

—
ARCHBISHOP

Manning-.
H.B.

—
There is anAnglican Archdeacon in Auckland, Dp Maun-

sell, whohas publicly distinguished himself of late by his hatred to
tho Confessional, and it is possiblesome of theDunedin clergy or
newspapers may show a similar hostility. To all such, Archbishop
Manning's remarks are respectfully commended for consideration. It
is wellknown that a very large portion of Anglicans, led by Arch-
deaconDenison, concur with ArchbishopManning in his view of the
Confessional, andgo to Confession eveu more frequently thanmany
Catholics do. In fact aPusoyiteProtestant layman isoften far more
of apractical Catholic thanmany professedCatholics themselves. Of
courso such a stateof things cannot long last. Such Protestants must
come over to Rome ere Jong. Whenever a Protestant begins to fast
audabstain, andgo to Confession, it is a clear case. His conversion
to the Catholic faithis amere questionof time, orrather hia reception
into the Catholic Church is, for he is converted already. No mere
Protestant formalist willever fast and abstain and goto confession.
Hemust be inearnest aboutreligion ere he woulddo that.

CONCERT INAID OF ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL.
Tins concert eiven by themembers of St.Joseph's Choir, assisted by
a number of ladies and gentlemen, who kindfy volunteered their
services in furthernnfe of the above laudable object, took placoon the
evening ofFriday, the 21st instant, andproved to be an unqualified
success. Indeed,so great was tho amountof patronage bestowed,nnd
bo generous the support accorded the entertainment, that it wasfound
iiflpesßary at the last moment toconsiderablyincreaso ths spuce avail-
able for the reserved seals j and wohavebeen requested to apologise
for any inconvenience

—
or rather, want of convenience— which may

hnve been experiencedby those who arrived late in the evening. Thebill of fare provided was a tempting one, the programme being
most pleasing and varied, embracing ballads duetts, recitations, and
selections from thi» choicest operas s while Messrs Sykea, O'Con-nell, andHogg, contributed to the instrumentalharmony. After an
overtureon thePiano, the entertainment opened withthe glee,"Hail
to the Chief," in which the entir« strengthof the company took part,
followed by theprett? ballad, "I'll Meet thee at the Lane," by Mr
Griffin. This was rendered verypleasingly, but whether owing to the
inferioracoustic properties of the building, or some other cause,the
lower notes were almost inaudible. The same gentleman,at a later
periodof the entertainment, sang the selection from Wallace'sMari-Una, "InHappy Moments," with equal care and judgment. The
defect we havenoticed was markedly apparent throughout (lie entireprogramme,and was a matterofmuch regret, someof themost pleas-
ing effortß being considerably marred thereby. Mr Desmond was
loudly applauded for his spirited delivery of "

Bernardo de Carpio,"
andalthough the accompanying action was capable of improvement,
he was conspicuously noticeable for the total absence of that timidity
andnervovsness,so fatal to amateurs, and which in most cases has
such a detrimental effect. The comic recitation ofjthe"Vulgar LittleBoy,' by Master Scanlan, was interrupted on several occasions by
ebullitions ofyouthful applause, in whichhis morestaid auditors were
compelled to join, the youngpeople especially,making vain attempts
torelain a becoming decorumand gravity during its recital. The pro-gramme, no doubt, was a lengthy one, but we imagine this younggentleman's name might have been introduced into bothparts withadvantage. The duett, "List to the Convent Bells," by Mrs Connor
and Miss Hesford, was warmly and deservedly,applauded;as was
aUo theplaintive song

"Alas ! those Chimes," rendered iv a mostfeelingandeffective manner by the first-named lady. Miss Hesford
wasevidently laboring under nervousness,and although this wasnot
»y observable in the duett withMrs Connor,itacted as a great draw-
back to her otherwise admirable rendering of the selection fromLucretia Bo'gia, "Come let us live happy together," it being quite
apparent to the audience, that had she divestedherselfofher timidity,
her rich voice would have been equal to the occasion,and that the
defect wasone of diflidenee rather than deficiency. Mr Lennon isentitled to the highest praise for his rendering of the touching butdifficult ballad, "Alice, where art thou." Mr Lennon enters sothoroughly into the sentimentsand feelings oonveyedin the wordshe
litters, that he imparts to his auditors the very pleasing impression
that he is deeply imbued by the feelings which find vent insong.
Some gentlemen can sing the moat plaintive melodies with com-mendable musical correctness, but they fail to move that sympathetic
chord in the breasts of those who listen, which is by far tho greater
charm. MrLennonseems to forget thathe is singing for other cause
than to pour forth the feelings by which he is swayed, and thus,
thoughpossibly lacking studied effect,has the greater charm of being
natural. MrRobert Carroll was most effective in the pathetic song
"Hnir-mast High," which was given with feeling and judgment, and
served to exhibithis clear ringing tenor to advantage;' but we regret
■we cannot speak ivlike terms of his "Rocked in the Cradle of theDeep." Mr Cornish treated the audience to "Ever of Thee," and
being vociferously applauded, bowed his thanks;but we confess we
were fur better pleased with themanner in whichhe rendered"Happy
be thy Dreads," and (or whichhe was deservedlyencored. MrCornish,'however,hada decided advantageover themajority of the gentlemen,
beingpossessed of a tolerable share of confidence and self-possession,
which initself is no meanadvautogo undercertain circumstances. Mr
Fraser had lem set down in the programme for tho "Death ofkelson," but guve instead "Ilie Pilgrim of Lore," a change decidedly
to the advuntage of the audience. The truth of our remarks sis? to
the difficulty of hearing were most painfully borne out, whilst Mr
Fraser was before the audience, but we are inclined to think thegentlemanhiimelf cannot be held quite blameless in thematter. Tins
was sincerely to be regretted, for with somewhat moro of life and
animation inlused into it,"The Pilgrim ofLove," was withoutdoubt,
one of the best efforts of tho evening. Of course we arc aware that
thenature of the song requires v certain amount of cadence,but cer-
tainly not to the extent oi allsound becoming totally inaudible. We
have heard tho sumo ballad given by others laying claim to almost
professionalabilities,and

—
saving the defect of which we have spoken

—rarely hotter or more feelingly given than by Mr Fraser. The diffi-
cult and beautiful duett,"The Wind and the"Harp,"betweenMr and
Mrs Connor, was decidedly the gem of tho evening;tuid it is only
those to whom the )>iece is luiown, who could properly estimate the
amount ofcredit due for the admirable manner in which it was g.ven,
but nevertheless the hearty applause by which it was greeted,bore
ample testimony to its thoiough appreciation. Mr A.it. Loughiian
didyeoman's service in tho glees, his deei> bass voicobeing almost-valuable acquisition,andin the solo in whteh he appearedhe received
his duemeed of applause. MrJ.O'Connell was the only performer
during the evening who wai allowed toretire without receiving the
nual round of applause. His name appeared to a violin solo cf
favoriteairs, but alter makinghis appearance, and raising expectation
to thohighest by the njasterly manner in whichheplayed "TheHarp
that once," a rebellious string

—
probably in imitation of Tara's harp

—
rudely snappedits bonds, and brought themelody to anabrupt termi-
nimtion.. This infoimation was conveyed to tho audience,andMr
V>Vouucll retu-od,ostensibly togeta string on the instrument,but as
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thoy waitedin vain for his return, ifc dawned upon them that themselves and not th-> fiddle, had been subjected to the striuging opera-
tion. MrPorrin, during the courso of the evening recitedthe "Streetof Bye-and-bye," and at the close of the entertainment returnedthanks, ashonorary Secretary, in the followingoriginal

BPIIiOQ-UE.
Our programme is ended

—
songs, readings, and glees

We hope we succeeded when trying to please.
Intheparthe assumed wehave each done his best,
Andyourkindness has nohint of failure expressed.
Yourgood-nature tous wemost gratefully own,
Andreturnsincere tha.iks for the favouryou've shown.Butmay recompense higher by far be your mend,
For the aid you havegiven to the cause which weplead.
There is nobetter task,as youcertainly know,
Thanto trainupa child in the wayhe should go.
To fit him for life

—
him for death toprepare

—
for stray wherelie will,all his pathsmust end there.
Thisgood work youhavehelped,'tis not our's togive thanks,
The rewardofgood works far beyond our sphereranks. -
There is One <rho rewards, and whengiv'n in His name,
E'en v cup ofcold water His blessing may claim.

THE WARD-CHAPMAN TELEGRAMS.
Aptee a most searching and patient- investigation and examining a
host of witnesses, the joint-committee appointed to inquire into the
above matterbrought up their report, which was read in the Council
on the 21st. Itis dividedinto four parts, as follows:

—
(1) The Committee have tatena considerable amount ofevidence,

with the object ofascertaining the source through which the telegrams
were communicatedto the

'
Daily Times.' The Committee are satis-

fled that the 'Times
'

receivedthe telegrams from MrMacassey,but
the manner in which they came into his possession have not been
astisfactorilyproved. (2). The evidence takenhas beenofa verycon-
tradictorynature, and indeed'involves a distinctquestion of perjury on
thepartof one or two persons. The Committee suggest thoy should
be freedfrom thenecessity of reporting to the Council the evidence
takon by them, and wouldrecommend that their reports,together with
the evidence,should be transmitted to the Governor, together withan
address, praying that aBoyalCommissioM be appointedtomake a full
investigation into all mattersconnected with the inquiry;and that
if necessary an Act of Parliament be passed giving extraordinary
powers tosuch Commission toenforce the productionof evidence,and
thatpower be given it to grant an indemnity where evidence may be
givenby witnesses whichmay teud tocriminate themselves. (3). That
in the opinion of the Committee irregularities in the conduct of
business in thePost andTelegraph Offices at Oamaru have beendis-
closed. (4) That, withregard toMessrs Holdsworth andClayton, the
Committee are unanimously of opinion that they have given their evi-
dence in so straightforward and truthful a manner as to justify confi-
dence being continued in them for the future. They, therefore,
earneitly recommend the Government to overlook their past mis-
conduct.

The Premier, inreply fco a request from Mr Shepherd stated, that
he was at fir9t averse to an inquiry being held, but now that it was
evident therehadbeen direct perjury onone eide or the other, it be-
came amatter of necessity that further investigation should takeplace.

/ i ■

— —
■

A Calcutta despatch says that the rivers from Assam to Oude
have flooded tliecountry,causing muchdamage.

WHO LOVE AND WHO HATE THE CONFES-
SIONAL—AND WHY.
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