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[Saturday, Aug, 29, 1874,

CONCERT IN AID OF ST. JOSEPH’S STHOOL.

Trx eoncert given by the members of 8t, Joseph’s Choir, nssisted by
o number of ludies and gentlemen, who kindly voluntesred their
sorvices in furtherance of the above landable ohject, took plaeo on the
evening of Friduy, the 21st inatant, and proved to be an unquulified
success, Indeed, 50 great was the amount of patronage bestowed, nnd
80 generous the support aceorded the enlertainment, that it was found
necesgary at the last inoment to cousiderably increaso the space aveil-
abls for the reserved senls ; and we have been requested to apologise
for any inconvenience—or rother, want of convenience—which may
have been experienced by those who arrived late in the evening, The
bill of fare provided was a tempting one, the programme being
most pleasing and varied, embracing balleds duetis, recibations, and
selegtions from the choicest operss; whila Messrs Sykes, O’'Con-
nell, and Hogg, contributed to the instrumental harmony. After an
overture on the Piano, the entertainment upened with the glee, ¢ Hail
to the Chief,” in which the entire strength of the company took part,
follnwed by the pretty ballad, ** Ull Meet thee at the Lane,” by Mr
Greiffin,  This was rendered very pleasingly, but whether owing to the
inferior ncoastic properties of the building, or some other cause, he
fower notes were elmost inaudible. The sume gentleman, af n later
period of the entertninment, sung the selection from Walluce’s Mari-
tana, *In Happy Moments,” with equal care and judgment. The
defeet we have noticed was merkedly sppavent theoughout the entire
programme, and was & matbor of much regret, some of the most plens-
wg efforta being considerably murred thereby., Mr Degmond was
londly npplauded for his spirited delivery of * Bernardo de Carpio,”
and although the accompanying action was capnble of improvement,
ke was conspicuously noticeable for the total absence of that timidity
and nervovsness, 8o fatal to amateurs, and which in most cases has
such n detrimental effect. The comic vecitation off the “ Vulgar Little
Boy,' by Manter Soanlan, was interrupfed on several occasons by
ebuliitions of yonthful applause, in which his more staid auditors were
conpellad to join, the youny people especially, making vain attempts
to retain a becoming decorum and gravity during its recitel, The pro-
gramme, no doubt, was'n lengthy one, but we imagine this young
gentleman's name might have been introduced into both parts with
advantage. The duett, “List to the Convent Bells,” by Mrs Connor
and Miss Heslord, wna warmly and deservedly. applauded ; as was
aleo the plaintive song * Alas ! those Chimes,” rendered in a most
fecling and effective manner by the first-named lady. Miss Hesford
was evidently laboring under nervousness, and although this was not
2> obrervable in the duebt with Mrs Connor, it ncted as a great draw-
back to her otherwiss admirable rendering of the selection from
Lucretin Borgia, “Come let us live hinppy together,” it being quite
apparent to the audience, that had she divested herself of her timidity,
her rich voice would have been equal to the occasion, and that the
defect wus one of difidence sather than defieiency. Mr Leunon is
entitled to the Lighest praise for bis rendering of the touching but
difliculs ballad, * Alice, where art thow” Mr Lennon enters so
thoronghly into the sentiments and feelings conveyed in the words he
utiers, that he imparts to his auditors the very pleasing impression
that he is deeply imbued by the feelings which find vent in song.
Some gentlemen ean sing the most pluntive melodies with eom-
mendable musical correctuess, but they fsil to move that sympathetic
chord in the breasts of those who listen, which is by far the greater
charm. Mr Lenuon seems to forget thut he is singing for other canse
than to pour forth the feslings by which he is awayed, and thus,
thangh poesibly lacking studied effect, has the greater charm of being
nutwrnl,  Br Robert Carroll was most effective in the pathetic song
# Half-ronst Bigh,” which wus given with feeling and judgment, and
sorved 1o oxlnbit his clear ringing tonor to advantage; but we regret
we connot speak in like ferms of his **Rocked in the Cradle of the
Deep.” DMr Uornish treated the audience to * liver of Thee,” and
bewg vociferously appluuded, bowed his thanks; but we confess we
were far betler pleased with the manner in whieh ho rendored ** Happy
be thy Dreams,” and for which he was deservedly ancored. Ar Cornish,
however. had s decided ndvantage over tho majority of the gentlemen,
being possesrad of & 1olersble share of confidence and self-possession,
which in itself is no moean ndvoutsge ander certain civeumatances. Klr
Fruser had lexn set down in the programme for tho © Deasth of
Nelson,” but guve instend **“Inoe Filgrim of Love,” a ehange decidedly
to thie udvuntage of the sudience. Lhe truth of our remorks ns to
the difficulty of hearing were most painfully borne ont, whilst Mr
Fraser wos before the audience, but we arve izelined to think the
genileman himeelf eanuot be held quite blumeless in the matter. This
was sincerely to be regretted, for with somewhat more of life and
animation infused into 1t, * The Pilgvim of Love,” waa without doubt,
one of the best cfforta of the ovening. Of course we are aware that
the nature of the song requires n certain amount of cadence, bub cer-
tainly not to the extent ol all sound becoming totally inaudible. Wa
have heard tho samo bullad given by others Iaying eloim to almost
professional abnlities, and-—saving the defect of which we have spoken
—rarely botfer or more foelingly given than by Mr Hraser. The diffi-
cult and besutiful duett, * The Wind and the Hurp,” between My and
Mrs Counor, waz decidedly the gem of the evenmg ; und it is only
those to whown the |icce ia known, who could properly estimate the
amount of credit duc for the admirable manner in which it was 2.van,
but nevertheless the hearty applause by which it was groeted, bore
smple testimouy te its thoiough uppreciation, Me A, 2. Louwghnan
daid yeoman's service in .lhe stees, bis deep buss voico Leing o moss
valunbie ncquisition, and in the solo in whizh lLie uppearerl ho received
his due meed of appluuse.  Mr F. O'Connell was the culy performer
during the evening who was alluwed to retire withous receiving the
w ual round of applanse. His name appeared to a violin solo cf
fuvorita airs, but arter making his nppearance, and ruising expectation
to ths highest by the mesterly manuer in which he played * The Harp
that once,” a rebellious string—probably in imitation of Tara’s lurp—
rud-ly snapped ite bonds, and brought the melody to an abrupt termi-
m nition.  This information was conveyed to tho sudicoce, and Mr
{"vounell reticed, ostensibly to get o string on the inatrument, but as

thoy waited in vain for his veturn, it dawned upon them that them
selves -and not tho fiddle, had been subjected to the stringing opera-
tion, Mr Porrin, during the eourso of tho evening recited the * Strosh
of Bye-and-bye,” and at the close of the entertainment raturned
thanks, as honorary Seeratary, in the following original
EPILOGUE,

Our programme Is ended—songs, readings, and gloes—

We hope we succeeded when trying to please.

In the part he assumned we have each done his best,

And your kindness Lins uo hint of failure expressed.

Your good-nature to us we most gratefully own,

And return sincere thaaks for the favour you've shown,
But may vecompense hizhor by far be your mend,

Tor the aid you have given to the canse which we plend,

There is no better task, as you eertainly know,

Than to train up a child in the way he should go,

To fit him for life—him for death to prepare—

For stray whers he will, all his paths must end there.

This good work you have helped, tis not our's to give thanks,
The reward of good works far beyond our sphere ranks. -
There is One who rewards, and when giv'n in His name,
E'en u eup of cold water His blessing may cleim.

THE WARD-CHAPMAN TELEGRAMS. '

ISR

A¥TER A most searching and patient investigation and examining a
host of witnesses, the joiot-committee appointed to inguire into the
above matter brought up their report, which was read in the Council
en the 21eb. Tt is divided into four parts, as follows : —

(1) The Qommittes have taken a considerable amount of evidence,
with the object of ascertaining the source through which the telegrams
were communicated to the f Daily Times.! The Committee are satis-
fied that the ‘ Times’ received the tolograme from Mr Macussey, but
the manner in which they came into his possession have not been
astisfactorily proved. (2}, The evidence taken has been of n very con~
tradictory nature, and indeed involves a distinet question of perjury on
the part of one or two persons, The Committes suggest they should
be freed from the necessity of reporting to the Council the evidence
taken by them, and wonld recommend that their reports, together with
the evidenece, should be transmitted to the Grovernor, together with an
address, praying that a Boyal Commissio be appointed fo make a full
investigation info sll matters connected with the inguiry; and that
if necessary an Act of Parlisment be passed giving extraordinary
powers to such Comuwission to enforce the production of evidence, and
that power be given it to grant an indemnity where evidence may be
giren by witnesses which may tend to criminate themselves. (3). That
in the opinion of the Committes irregularities in the conduct of
batginess in the Post and Telegraph Offices at Oamarn have been dis-
closed. (4} That, with regerd to Messrs Holdsworth and Cluyton, the
Committee are unanimously of opinion that they have given their evi-
dence in so straightforward and truthful a manner as {o justify confi-
dence being continued in them for the fature. They, therefore,
earnestly recommend the Grovernment to overlook their past wise
conduct.

The Premier, in reply to a request {from Mr fhepherd stated, that
he was at first averse to an inguiry being held, but now that it wes
evident there had been direct perjury on one eide or the other, it be-
came o matter of necessity that further investigation should take place.

Rt

WHO LOVE AND WHO HATE THE CONFES-
SIONAL—AND WHY. . .
ATORLAXD,

TrE Confessionnl is loved by Oatholics and hated by the world. Like
the pillar, which of old guided the people of Grod, fo us it ia all light,
To the world it is o]l duvkness., There are two things of which the
world would fain rid itself : the day of judgment ; and the Confessional,
Of the day of judgment, beeause it is searching and inevitable ; of the
Confessional, becnuse it ia the anticipution and the witness of the judg-
ment lo come.  For this cause there is no evil that the world will not
soy of tho Confessional. It would dethrone the eternal Judge if it
could ; therefors it sparns at the Judge who sits on the Confessional,
becaunso he is within reach of its beel.” And not only the world with-
eut the Church—but the world within its limmits, the impure, the false,
the proud, the lukewarm, the worldly Catholic; in a word, all who
are impenitent fear sud shrink from the shadow of the great white
throne which falls upon them from the Confessional.—AnrouEIsmop
MaNNING.

N.B.~Thers is an Anglican Archdeacon in Auckland, Dr Maun-
sell, who has publicly distinguished himself of late by hia hatred to
tho Confessional, and it 18 possible some of the Dunedin clergy or
newspipers may show a similar hostility. Tu all such, Archbisho
Manning's remarke ars rogpectfully commended for consideration. It
is well known that 8 very large portion of Anglicans, led by Arch-
deacon Denison, coneur with Avehbishop Mauning in his view of the
Confessionsl], and go to Confession even more frequently than many
Catholics do.  In fuct o Pusayite Protestant leyman is often far more
of & practical Catholie than many professed Catholios themselves. Of
course such astule ef things cannot long lasé. Such Protestants must
come over to Bome cre long, Whonever o Protestant begins to fust
and abstain, and go to Condession, it is a clear case. His conversion
to the Catholie faith js n mere question of time, or rather his reception
into the Catholiec Chureh is, for he is converted already. No mere
Pratestant formialist will ever fast and absiain and go to confession,
He must be in earnest about religion ere he would do that.

¢ ——

A Calouttn despnich says that the rivers from Assem fo Qude
have flooded the country, causing wuch damage. )



