
Lip Riajding.
—

Lord Granville presided at the examination of
the childrenwho arebeing educatedunder the direction of the Asso-
ciation for the Oral Instructionof the deafand dumb,at 12,Ktzroy
square, London. Rabelais tells of a youag Italian

—
one Nello de

Gabrielis— who, though, deaf, understood all that wassaid by merely
watching the lips of the speakers. Nevertheless up to thepresent
time the system of teaching the deaf and dumb to communicate by
signs has usually obtained. Inthe last century, however,Amman, a
Swiss physician, then living in Holland, taught his pupils to watch
closely with their eyes the changes which came over his face and lips
whenhe uttered words, and then to imitate those changes before a
mirror. Perfectedin Holland andGermany, thissystem isnow taught
by Mr Van Praagh assisted by three ladies, at 12, ITitzroy square.
Thereare now36 children on the books. The childrenbeing called
beforeMr VanPraagh by their classes, the little ones repeatedwhat-
everhe said, although they were.born andare absolutly deaf. "Give
apicture," said the speaker,and a little boy ranandbrought apaint-
ing of a farm yard. A higher class repeatedand wrote downstrings of
figures like 26,000,003, and worked sums in "Bills of parcels." In
answering questions some of them displayed remarkable intelligence.
One describeda visit to Wales with her sisters;auother child, being
aßked for what Oxfordand Cambridge were famous,replied with un-
conscious satire,

"The boatrace." The lißt of thosepresoat included-
Mr JeffersonDavis.

FIRE IN PRINCES STREET SOUTH.

OnSaturday, hundreds -visited the scene of the fire reported mour
issue of tha' day to hare broken out on the premises of Messrs
Gutbrieand Larnach. Hundreds too,who,having beenpresent when
itrapedfiercest,couldhardly hare failed to contrast with the calm of
day thehurry, the confusion, and the dinof early morning. Scorched
and blackenedmasses showed how mercilessly the fire had done its
work j smouldering andhissing timbers indicated anextreme unwill-
ingness to relinquish its prey;long lines of serpentine-likehose lay
here and there, suggestive of the peril that had passed;whilethe
fatiguedand almost exhaustedappearance ofCaptain Wain, andhis
hard-workingand gallant band, together with the almost untouched
appearance of adjoining buildings, presented additional evidence of
theirgreat value as a fire brigade. The fire was first discoveredby
Alfred Hamilton, the night-watchman at Messrs Guthrie and Lar-
nach's, after going the roundof the premises betweena quarterand
half-past 3 o'clock. He first saw flames,4ft.high, issuing from the
Ticinity oftheboiler, situatedat thenorth sideof thebuilding. The
exact spot where the fire was supposed to have originated was cave-
fully examinedby him about half-an-hour before it wasdiscovered.
Onobserving the first indicationhe ranup the yard, openedthe front
gate, and gave the alarm. He afterwards turned on the water, and
tndeavord toextinguish the fire by playing on it with the finals hose.
His efforts, however,ns the result proved,"were futile. Near the spot
where the fire broke out were shavings imd light timber. The flames
quickly spread from onepiece of timber to auother, " leaping higher,
higher, higher," until the scared watchman, with his face badly
acorched, was compelled to retire. Soon a great deal of the closely-
packed,inflammablematerial wasall aglow, andsoon,too, theappear-
ances were most alarming. A short time afterwards one portionof
the lavge chimney wasabsolutely red-hot;and it willbe necessary,it
is said, to takeitdown. Fannedinto greater fierceness by thepursu-
ingwind, the fire soon approachedthe Spanish restaurant, belonging
to Mr Guardiolo, abuilding of three storeys,in which there were that
night sleeping54 persons. Andnow a scene of great confusion was
witnessed. "Theboarders

—
all thepropertyof someof whom,itis said,

pecuniary andotherwise, was in their bedrooms
—

endeavoured tore-
movewhat they could before the flames rushed in fro prevent them.
But with nothing to facilitate theirprogress beyond a staircase only
abont2ft. wide, they almost of necessity met with many hindrances
whilegoing inand out of the building. Some had even toget down
from theupper storeys by means ofropes. Meanwhile the fire con-
tinued to spread withalarmingrapidity. Itultimately communicated
with the restaurant, andsoonthat, with the adjoiningbuilding,in the
occupation of Mr R. T. Haworth, was enveloped in flames. The
Brigadewere promptly on the spot,but many complaints weremade
that there was a greatdeal too much delay in the ringingof the fire-
bell. No time was lost by the Brigade in -endeavoring to beatback
the advancing enemy. And whatahissing, crackling, andspluttering
was then heard! Shortly after the last of the inmates left the
restaurant, the buildings and timber ignited were one vast sheet of
flame. Then, indeed, theBrigade had great difficulties tocope with,
amongst them heat almost unbareable, and smoke almost stifling.
Continuous streamsof water werepouredinto the burning mass. The
main jet was pointed against the Prince of Wales Hotel, on the
oppositeside of the street, which building is surrounded by wooden
houses. The close proximity of the hotel to theproperty destroyed,
and the fact that is escaped unscorched

—
although protectedperhaps

"omewhatby a timely change of wind, andthe brick portionof the
premises firstattacked

—
bears testimonyto the oftenadmittedefficiency

of theBrigade. As onall previous occasions, theirefforts to prevent
the spread ofthe fire werearduous and continuous. At last, the roof
andside walls of therestaurant gaveway, andthen flew up from the
burning mass animmensebody ofsparks thatheightened innosmall
degreethe terriblegrandeur of the scene. The immigrants locatedafc
the oldbarracks, aided by many willing persons, succeededin getting
theirclothes out of the depdt;but this building was fortunatelynot
damaged, thefire being confined'entirely to Messrs Guthrie andLar-
nach's,Haworth's,and theSpanish Restaurant. Anumber ofwomen,
Ihalf-dressed, wereseenrushing about the street withchildren in their
arms,excitedandnaturally much frightened. The only explanation
that canbe givenregarding the origin of the fireis, that a spark from
the engine must have fallen amongst the timber. One of themost
painfulresuls of the conflagration is the fact that200menhavebeen
thrown out of employment.' The Corporation, however, have made
arrangementsby which Messrs G-uthrie andLarnach willbe able to
erect temporary premises between Bond and Crawford streets,ina
veryihort time,andmost of the hands, with theexceptionof those in
themanufacturing department, willbe almost immediately employed.
We understand that on Saturday the agent of the New Zealand
Insurance Company intimatedthat a cheque wouldbe handed for the
amount of the insurance, £3,000, due to Messrs Guthrie andLarnach,
directlyit wasapplied for. Permission wasalso given by that com-
pany to remove the debris. Arrangements have been made with
different timber merchants in townby which there will only be a short
delay to the -customers of the firm in executing their orders. The
greatestinjury was done to the manufactory, engine-room, store,and
offices;theironshed wasnot damaged. Quite recently the firm had
received some improvedmachinery fromhome. Luckily itwasin the
premises which the fire didnot reach,andit will,therefore,be brought
into operation immediately. Constable Murdoch, it appears, passed
on the opposite side of the road a few minutes before the alarmwas
given;all then appeared to be right. "He proceededas far as the
Governmenthouse, and, on returning, observed flames issuing from
Messrs Guthrie and Larnach's premises. The police, under the
superintendenceofSub-InspectorMallard, werepresent, and rendered
valuable assistance in restraining the progressive efforts of thecrowd.
The fire,ifnot of the most costly character, certainly sent forth the
Btrongest volumeofflames of any thathas beenwitnessedinDunedin
for many years. The whole of Saturday the Brigade wereengaged
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endeavoring toextinguish the slumbering embers in different;parts of
the yard, the material being removed from place to place by men
specially engaged for thepurpose, soas to leavenochance of the flames
being revived. Yesterday stric.t watch was also kept,lest there should
be any farther necessity for theBrigade's services. During the day a
largeportion ofthe wall whichdividedthe timber-yard fromCrawford
street fell. Alarge number ofpersons were in the immediateneigh-
borhood at the time, but fortunatelynobody wasinjured,nor,so faras
wehave heard, was anybody hurt from the first alarm of fire untilit;
was extinguished. What goes to justify in some degree the remarks
made by many persons as to the delay inringing the bellis the fact
that the watchman warderon one of theplatformsat the Gaolstates
that shortly after 4 o'clock, and fully fiveminutes before the bellrang,
he saw flames shooting upina greatbody, and heard people shouting.
as they hurriedalongthe streets. A system whichisadopted inmany
largeplaces of business in the Old Country, might withadvantagebe
carriedout hero. Itis that of placing a peg, or tell tale dock, ator
near the spot where a fire ismost likely to originate. Formingpartof
the fixture are a number of pegs, one of which is removed by the
watchman perhaps every half-hour. Shouldhe fall asleep,or inany
other way neglect his duty, the pegs, equal in,number to thehalf-
ihours hehas been neglectful, appear against him as evidenceon the
followingmorning. It has also been suggested that the Sergeant of
Police on duty should be furnished witha keyof such large establish-
ments,and be authorised to visit the watchman every half-hour to
ascertain whether he is on the alert;buthere it should likewisebe
mentioned that the watchman was supposed to give warningevery
half-hour during the night, so that the policemanon duty in that .
particular neighborhood might himself be satisfied that strict watch,
was beingkepton thepremises. There is nodoubl>, however,that the
tell-tale clock wouldbe the.most efficient check that couldbe intro-
duction. We understand that the watchman at the Bell-tower hai
reportedthat the first he saw of the fire was anarrow-shapedflame,
issuing from what he thonght to be an attic window, at about five
minutes past4o'clock;andlie then randown thestepsandrang the "

bell. One of thepolice officers on duty at the time hasreported that
whenat the corner ofPrince streetand Rattray street he saw indica-
tions of fire. He paused for a moment to satisfy himself that the
reflection was really that of a fire, and then ran towards the Be
Tower. Immediately after ascending the Dowling street steps, he
calledoutto the watchman at the tower. The latter asked about the
precise locality of the fire, whereupon the constable said the glare
which he had witnessed appeared to come from near the Gridiron
Hotel.' Immediatelyafterwardsthe bellrang. Captain Wainhad25
menunder command, five less than usual;and we believe that this,
the last fire, furnished further proof that the Brigade should be
strengthened by at least tenmoremen. Members of theBrigadekept
"witch,until last evening, when they wererelieved by Messrs G-uthrie ■

andLarnach's own servants. While the fire was raging the Brigade
hadbetween 12,000ft. and13,000ft. of hose in use, and as many as >

nine streams of water were fighting for victory with the flames that
made many think when they left their beds, that a verygreat portion
of Dunedin, and noi merely a part of a block, was on fire. For- ■

tunately,Dunedin has anefficientBrigade, who,onSaturday morning,
were backedup by a goodsupply of water. As showing the intensity
of theheat,itmaybe mentioned that several of the helmets ofthe "
firemen are reported to be literally shrivelledup.

The following were the insurances onbuildings destroyed:
—

11

MESSES GUTTHEIB AND XAENAOH.
Building. Machinery. Stock. Total.

Victoria Company
— ... -

£500 ... £1,500 . £2,000
SouthBritish » ...£1,000... 500 ... 250. 1,750
Australian Alliance 150... 600 ... 350. 1,000
Standard ... ' '. 750... 750 ... — . 1,500
Norwich Union 250... 1,000 ... 750 « 2,000
National 580... 500 ... 1,500 . 2,000
New Zealand 1,500... 1,000 ... 500, 3,000

Grand total ... ... £13,750
MKSSES B. AND T.HAWOBTH.

RoyalInsuranceCompany ... ... ... ... £1,000
New Zealand

'
500

SPANISH BESTATTBANT.
New ZealandInsurance Company ... ... ... £600— 'Guardian.'


