
The Immigration and Public Works LoanBill provides for a four
million fixper cent, loan, £300,000 to be devoted lor railways already
authorised;£50,000 for the gold-fields; £60,000 for theNorth Island
roads j £500,000 for immigration; £390,000 for miscellaneouspublic
works, including buildings, light-houses, telegraphs. Short dated
debentures, witha currencynot exceeding sevenyears may be issued
pending the floating of the loan,but at ao one time is the amount of
debenture toexceed the sum borrowed.

The following return shows the amount of Customs revenue
eelleotednt, theundermentioned portsduring the quarter ending 30th
June, 1874, with the amount forcorresponding quurter of last year :—:

—
Aueklinri, £55,552, as nt^ainst £43.638 in 1873;Wellington, £25,871,
"gainst £22,096 ;Lyttelton, £42,821, against £28,831 ;andDunedin,
£88,200, against £66,578 in 1873. From the above itwill be seen that
theincreasein revenuent Dunedin has been £21.622, yielding a sum
considerably over three times that of Wellington, double that of
Lyttelton,and oneand ahalf in excessof that ofAuckland.

Two goats were discovered the other day at Waipori snow bound
inadrive,in which they had takenshelter fromthe storm. Theyhad
beenmissing sixteen days, undhad evidently been imprisoned all that jtime by the snow drifting over themouth of the drive. During their
enforced confinement (says the

'TuapekaTimes,') they each gavebirth
toakid. When discovered the young one3were dead, and the old
onesasmaybe imagined had very little life left in them.

A meeting of immigrants has been heldat Wellington, with the
object of petitioning the G-oveviimont that the remaining debtupon
their promissory notes may be remitted. Several speakers alleged
that they were unnble to obtain an interview with the Attorney-
Generalin London, though th«>y tried repeatedly, and that they were
ledto believethe Government wouldnot trouble them for the recovery
of their promissorynotes unlvss they acquiredproperty.

By a 'Gazette
'

notice, His Excellency the Governor has been
pleated toappoint the followingMayors Justices of the Peace,under
the '*Otaco Municipal Corporations Act 1865:

"—
Messrs David

Anderson Jolly, Cromwell;Thomas George Betts, Queenstown;Alexander Inne«, Arrowtown;John Lyon Macdonald, Riverton;
Andrew McKinnon, Port Chalmers;Thomas Pratt, Invercargili;
JamesSamton, Alexandra;Samuel Edward Shriinski, Oamaru. Mr
JohnHonywill has been appointedLuputy-RegistrarofMarriages, &c.

ROMAN CONSPIRATORS IN BIRMINGHAM.—CON-
VERSION OF THE ENGLISH "POOR AND LOWLY"TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH.

Of all the dangerous Roman "Conspirators" in England at this
moment,possibly the most dangerous are a certain body of religious
menin thepopulous town of Birmingham. They are presidedoverbyone who was himself once a Protestant, and the glory of the
Universityof Oxford. Imeanthe "Oratorians," ledby thecelebratedJohnHenry Newman. The 'Oratorians " profess to follow in the
footstepsofSt.Philip Neri, the founder of their Society. He livedin
an age which in very many respects closely resembled our own.Christian faith and morality were suffering, and were in danger of
being destroyedin Italyat that time, not through ignorance orbarba-rism, but from an excessive passionfor art,science, secularlearning,
luxury and intellectual refinement. Moreover, something very like
what wecall "spirit-rapping," but which was thencalled "sorcery,hadcomeinto vogueamong thepeople. Society wasmorally corruptthroughout, to an extreme degree;and most corrupt among the
learned and refined. The corruptionextended even to the clergy of
theperiod. Happily, in our time, the clergy are faithfulandpure.
The poets, artists and philosophers who flourishedinItaly,at thattime,and their disciples, " flung a grace over sin, anda dignity over
unbelief." A similar remark might not inaptly beapplied toEngland
at this moment. Ifc was under such circumstances that St.Philip
Nerimade his appearance in Italy, and commenced his labors as a
Reformer. He had been bred to the bar, buthad leftit todevote
himself toastill nobler pursuit. How did he go about lub business
as a reformer and try to stem the tide of immorality, irreligion and
rationalism, which wasthen running so strong ? We are told "Hebegan with thepoor. Thenhe wentamong shopmen, warehousemen,
clerks in banks,and loungers in public places.- Encouraged by these
luccesses,he addressed himself tomennot merely careless, butof the
worstkindoflives;and themalso he gained for God. All this time
he was visiting the hospitals, and attending to the necessities, both
bodily andspiritual,of the sick." While so engaged, he was long amerelayman. He sub.equently was ordained, and formeda religious
society, the

"Oratorians," which was of a somewhat peculiar kind.
Theyhadlittle or nothing todo with ecclesiastical matters or secular
politics. They livedin obscurity,andlaid specialstresson prayerand
meditation. They were simple in their forms of worship;and freely
admittedlaymen intotheir fellowship. Such are the"Oratorians"in
Birmingham,over whomDr. Newman has long presided. They are
Hornan

"Conspirators
"

laboring to diffuse Catholic truth and to
oppose the progress of irreligion, infidelity, and vice, among thelaborious poor of Birmingham and its neighbourhood. God grant
that insuch a" conspiracy

"
they maysucceed to their heart'scontent.

They haveahouse in London too. "We have," saysDr.Newman,"
not chosen any sceneof exertion where wemightmake anoise. We

have willingly taken that place of service whichour superiorschosefor us. The desire of our heart and our duty went together here.
We have deliberately set ourselves down in apopulous district, un-
known to the greit world, and have commenced as St.Philipour
founder did,by ministering chiefly to the poor andlowly. We have
gone where we could getnoreward from society for our deeds j nor
admiration from the acute and learned for our words. We have
determined through God's mercynot to have thepraiseand the popu-
larity which the world can give;but according to our founder
Philip'sprecept "tolove tobe unknown." Theyare diligent followers
of St. Philip, as St. Philip himself was a faithful followerof Christ—

these Birmingham
"

Oratorians." When menlike theseareactuated
by such a spiritas theirs, are mingling daily and familiarly with the
poor and lowly ofEngland, need we wonder that theCatholic religion
is now making such rapid progress there. Once let theEnglishPro-
testant masses, the lowly andlaborious poor among them, fairly under-
stand what the Catholic religion is, then farewell EnglishProtes-
tantism. Dr. Newmanand his "Oratorians

"
are just the men to ia-

struct the English poor, and to undeceive them of those misconcep-
tions about Catholicism which they suckedin with theirmothers'milk,
and which the Protestant pulpits have labored so successfully to
confirm for thepast three centuries. When Protestantismfairly gives
wayathome, itwillnot live long in the colonies, though it may live
out our times.

ThoughtheEnglish Oratoriam devote theiaselves principilly nd
primarilyio the instruction andcar >of thepoor and lowly, their it iv-

J ence is powerfulwith thehigher oluseei of religious Proteatauta tJso,

NEWS IN BRIEF.

Statues inRussia are so rare that those which have been erected,
puszle the country-folk, who think them idols.

A fino of £32 was inflicted on a milkman inIreland for mixing
water with Ids milk. This is theheaviest fine inflicted under the
Adulterationof Food Act. j

An oval masa of iron, weighing twenty-five tons, has been dis-
coveredin WesternGreensland. Opiuions aredividedas to the origin
ofthe mass, which the discoverer does not hesitate to considera largemeteorite.

Theassertion that total darkness prevails during the Arctic mid-
winter, appears to be disproved by the observations ofDr Bressel
during the Polaris expeaition. At the winter quarters ofthe party,
there were no fewer than six hours of twilight on the 2lst of
December.

For selling sawdust under the pretence that it was fine "
birds-eye" tobacco, a Glasgow tobacconist has been sentenced to two

months' imprisonment.
The Waterloo was the first medalgiven toallranks alike;and ivi v

was also provided that the ribbon should never be worn without the
medal being attached.

Passengers to the Pacific by the railroad across the American
Continent, breakfast in «he Sierras with twenty feet of snowaround
them;four hours later they find wheat five inches high;and the
next day they see peuchandpear trees inblossom.

A curious light liub been thrown on the profitsof the"butties,"
ormiddle-men in collieries, by a case lately heard beforea Warwick-
shire bench, in the courseof which,it was extracted from a

"
butty

"
under examination, that his profits for a year on the labor of 150
miners amounted to more thun £4000.

In the seventeen yearsbetveen, 1854 and1871 the military death
rate inIndia was reduced from 09 per 1000, to34.

Penny postal cards have beenemployed between Switzerlandand
the UnitedStates.

The building of St. Paul's occupied thirty-seven years. Itwas
finished in the time of Queen Anne.

InSweaen, out of385,000 children of school age only 9,131, or 3
per cent,aye uninstructed. Of the 7,500,000 voters in the United
States,more than 1,000,000 cannotread the ballot cast.

Therearesaid to be 40,000 commercial travellersin the United
States.

InISOB the importation cf p&lm oil into Great Britain didnot
exceed 200 tons a year;at present itamounts to50,000,000.

Withiu the periodof twenty-nine years
—

from 1844, to 1874—42
Atlanticsteamships have been lost,being an averageof 1iper year.

Five feet five inches is the present infantry standard in Great
Britain. Inno other army in Europeis itsohigh.

The gross income of tneDuchy of Lancasterhas, ina quarter ofa
century, increased from £29,000 to £59,000. The nett payments to
HerMajesty have contemporaneously risenfrom £12,000 to £40,000.

In.Europe the formal dominion of England is confined withiu
very narrow limits. Itincludes Heligoland,with five sqnaremiles of
territory;Gibraltar, withless than two;andMalta, with115.

A curiousmode of trying the title to landis practiced inHindos-
tan. Two holes are dug in the disputedland, ineach of which the
piaintiff and defendant's lawyers put one of their legs, and there
remuiu untiloueof them is tired, inwhich case his clientis defeated.

JSTEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday,Aug. 15,1874.

CAPTAIN HUTTON AND THE 'TABLET.'
We hare received thefollowing from CaptainHutfcon inreply tooarremarks in last week'sissue :—:

—
To theEditorof theNew ZealandTablet.

Sir,— The report of thelast meetingof theAthenaeumCommittee,althoughit may statecorrectly apart of whatIsaid at thatmeeting,
certainly conveysa veryerroneous idea ofmy opinions. lamneither
a Spiritualist nor a Materialist,but think that, as a member of theAthenaeumCommittee,Ihavenoright touse thatposition to advocatemy ownreligious opinions, whatever they may be, to the exclusionofothers. Ivoted for the admission of the Tablet,asIvotedfor theadmission ofnil other papers thatIconsidered werenot intentionally
immoral. AndifImentioned the Tablet by nameit was only as oneofv class ofpapers advocating particular doctrinal views, whichhadbeen placed together on the table, andIby no means wished to in-dividualiseitparticularly. By blasphemnyIsimply meant that thesepapers sometimes containedarticles offensive to the religious feelingsof others;but the word was not the best that Icouldhaveemployed,
and T regret having used it, as Ihadno intention of offendinganyone.

—
Iremain, yours&c,

F. W. Htotok.Dunedin,10th August, 1874.

8


