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Tur Immigration and Publis Works Loan Bill provides for a four
million six per cent. loan, £300,000 to be devoted for railways already
authorised ; £50,000 for the gold-fields ; £60,000 for the North Island
roads ; £500,000 for immigration ; £390,000 for miscellaneous publie
works, including buildings, light-houses, telegraphs. Shert dated
debentures, with a ourrency not exceeding seven years may be issued
pending the floating of the loan, but at no one time is the amount of
debenture to exceed the sum borrowed.

Tae following return shows the smount of Onstoms revenne
collectad st the undermentioned ports during the quarter erding 30th
June, 1874, with the amount for corrreponding guarter of last yenr :—
Anckland, £55,652, as ngainst £43.638 in 1873 ;" Wellington, £25.871,
apainst £22,096 ; Lyttelton, £42,824, againat £28,831 ; and Dunedin,
£88,200, agninst £66,578 in 1873. From the above it will be seen that
the increase in revenue at Dunedin hus been £21.622, yislding a sum
eousiderably over threo-times thut of Wellington, double that of
Lyttelton, and one and a half in excess of that of Auckiand.

Two goats were discovered the other day at Waipori enaw bound
in a dvive, in which they had taken shelter from the storm. They had
been missing sixtoen duys, und had evidently been imprisoned all that
time by the snow drifting over the mouth of the drive. During their
enforead confinement (snys the  Tuapeka Times,’) they each gave birth
ton kid. When discovered the young ones were dead, and the ol
ones as may be imagined had very little lile lefs in them.

A MyrTING of immigrants has been held at Wellington, with the
object of petitioning the Government Lhat the remaining debt upon
their promissory notes rony be remitbed. Several apeakers alleged
that they were uunble to obtuin wn interview with the Attornay-
General in Londot, thaugh they tried repeatedly, sad that they were
led to belivve the Qovernment would not trouble them for the recovery
of their promissory notes unless they acquired property.

By a *Gnzefte' notice, His Excellency the Governor has been
pleaeed to appaint the following Mayors Justices of the Peace, under
the “Otago Municipal Corporations Act 1865 :"—Messrs David
Anderson Jolly, Cromwell; Thomms George Betts, Queenstown ;
Alexander Innes, Arrowlewn; John Lyon Macdonad, Riverton ;
Andrew McKinnon, Port Chalmers; Thomas Prabt, Tavercargill ;
Jumes Samson, Alexandra ; Samuel Edward Shrimski, Gamarn, Mr
John Honywill has been appointed Enputy-Registrar of Marriages, &o.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

————

Btatues in Rus:in aro so rare that those which have been erscted,
puszie the ecouniry-folk, who think them idols.

A fine of £32 was inflicted on a milkman in Ireland for mixing
water with Lis milk. This is the heaviest fine inflictad under the
Adulteration of Food Act. 4

An oval mass of iren, weighing twenty-five tons, has been dis-
covered in Western Grrecnsland. Opisions are divided as to the erigin
of the mass, which the discoverer does not hesitate to consider a large
meteorite.

The assertion that total darkness prevails during the Arctic mid-
winter, appeurs to be disproved by the ohservations of Dr Bressel
during the Polaris expecition. At the winter quavters of the party,
there were po fewer than six lours of twilight on the 2lst of
Dacomber,

For selliog sawdust under the pretence that it was fine * birds-
eye” tobacco, a Glusgow tobncconist has been sentenced to two
months' tmprisonment.

The Wuterloo wns 1he first medal given to all ranks nlike; and i
was also provided that the ribbon should never be worn without the
medal being attached.

Passengers to the Pacific by the ratlroad across the American
Continent, breakinet in the Sierras with twenty feet of snow arouud
them ; four hours later they find wheat five inches high; and the
next day they see peach and pear trees in blossom.

A curious light hus been thrown on the profits of the ¢ butties,”
ot raiddle-men in collieries, by a case lately henrd before u Warwick.
shire benoh, in the course of whieh, it was extracted from a © butty ”
under examination, that Lie profits for a year on the labor of 150
miners amounted to more thun £4000.

In the seventeen years bet veen 1554 and 1871 the militury death
rate in India was veduced from (9 per 1000, to 34.

Penny postal cards have been employed between Switzerland and
the United States,

The building of St. Paul's ocoupied thirty-sevea years.
finished in the time of Queen Anne,

In Sweaen, out of 385,000 children of school age enly 9,131, or &
per cent, ure uninstructed. Of the 7,500,000 voters in the United
States, more than 1,000,000 canunob read the ballot caat.

There aie suid to be 40,000 commercial travellers in the United
States.

In 1808 the importation of palm oil into Grest Britain did not
exceed 200 tons a yeur; at present it amounts to 50,000,000,

Within the period of twenty-nine yenrs—f{rom 1844 10 1874—42
Atlantic steamnships have been lost, being an avernge of 1) per yoar.

Five feet five inches is the present infantry standard in Great
Britain. In no other ariny in Kurope is it so high.

The pross income of tue Duchy of Tancuster bag, in & quorter of a
century, 1ncreased from £20,000 to £59,000. The nett payments to
Her Majesty have contemporaneousiy risen from £12,000 to £40,000.

In Europe the formal dominion of England is confined within
very warrow Jimita. It includes Heligoland, with five agrare miles of
territory ; Gibraltar, with Jess than two ; and Malta, with 115,

A curivus modo of trying the title to lund is practiced in Hindos-
tan. Two boles are dugin the disputed land, in each of which the
piaintiff and defendant’s Jawyers put one of their logs, and there

1t was

CAPTAIN HUTTON AND TRHE ‘< TABLET.

‘W have regeived the following from Captain Hatton in reply to cur
remarks in last weel’s issue :—

Te the Editor of the NEW ZEATAND TABIET,

8ir,—The report of the Inst meeting of the Athengum Committee,
although it may state correctly a part of what I said at that meeting,
certainly couveys a very erroneous idea of my opinions. T am neither
& 8picitualist nor a Waterialist, but think that, sas & member of the
Atheneum Oommittes, I have no right to use that position to advocate
my own religions opinions, whatever they may be, to the exclusion of
others. T voted for the admission of the TaABLET, as I votod for the
admission of all other papers that I considered were not intentionally
immoral.  And if T mentioned the TaprEr by name it was only as one
of u class of papers advacating particular doctrinal views, which had
been placed together on the table, and I by no means wished to jn=
dividualiss it particulurly, By blasphemny I simply meant that thesa
prpars sometimes contaitted articles offensive to the religious faelings
of othera ; but the word was not the best that I could have employed,
and T regret having used st, as I had no intention of offending any
one.—I remain, yours &e.,

F. W. Hurrox,

Daunedin, 10th Angust, 1874.

ROVMAN CONSPIRATORS IN BIRMINGHAM.—CON-
VERSION OF THE ENGLISH “POOR AND LOWLY”
TO TEE CATHOLIC FAITH.

OF all the dangerous Roman *Conspirators” in England at this
moment, possibly the most dangerous nre a certain body of religious
men in the populous town of Birmingham. They are presided over
by one who was himself once a Protestant, and the plory of the
University of Oxford. I mean the * Oratorians,” led by the celebrated
Joho Henry Newman, The ¢ Oratovians ™ profess to follow in the
footsteps of 8t. Philip Neri, the founder of their Society. Ho lived in
an age which in very maoy respects closely ressmbled ouwr own.
Ohristian faith and morality were suffering, and were in danger of
being destroyed in Italy at that time, not through ignorance or barba«
rism, but from an excessive passion for art, ecience, secular learning,
luzary and intellectual refinoment, Moreover, something very like
what we call “spirit-rapping,” bué which was then called “ soreery,
had como into vogue among the people. Society was morally corrupt
throughout, to sn extreme degres; and most corrupt among the
learned and refined. The corruption extended even to the elergy of
the period. Happily, in our time, the clergy are faithful and pure.
The poets, artists and philosophers who flourished in Italy, at that
time, and their Qisciples, “ flung a grace over sin, and a dignity over
unbelief,” A gimilar remark might not inaptly be applied to England
at this moment. It was under such circumstances that St. Philip
Neri made his appearance in Italy, and commenced his labors as a
Reformer. He had bgen bred to the bar, but had left it to devote
himself to a siill nobler pursnit. How did he go about his business
a8 a reformer and try to stem the tide of immorality, irreligion and
rationalism, which was then ruuning so atrong? We are told * He
began with the poor. Then he went among shopman, warehousemen,
clerks in banks, and loungers in public places: Encouraged by these
successes, he addressed himeelf to men not merely careless, but of the
worst kind of lives ; and them also he gnined for God. All this time
he was visiting the hospitels, and attending to the neceasitice, both
bodily and spiritunl, of the sick.” While so engaged, he was long 3
mere layman, He sub. equently was ordained, and formed s religious
society, the * Qeatorians,” which was of s somewhat peculinr kind.
They had little or nothing to do with ecclesinatical mattera or secular
politics. They lived in obscurity, and laid specisl stress en prayer and
meditation. They were simple in their forms of worship ; and freely
admitted lsymen into their fellowship. Suck are the “ Oratorians ™ in
Birmingham, over whom Dr. Newman hus long presided. They are
Roman * Conspirators” laboring to diffuse Catholic teuth and to
oppose the progress of irreligion, infidelity, mnd vice, among the
laborious puor of Birminghara and its neighbourhood. God grant
that in gtch a * eonspiracy ’ they may succeed to their heart’s content,
Thoy bave a house in London too. * We have,” aays Dr. Newman,
" not chosen any scene of exertion where we might make & woise. We
huve willingly taken that place of service which our supsriors clhose
for us. The desire of our heart and our duty went together here,
We have deliborately set ourselves down in & populons diatrict, un.
known to the grest world, and have commenced as 3. Philip our
founder did, by ministering chiefly to the poor and lowly. Woe huve
gone where we could get no rewnrd from sociefy for our deeds; nor
adiniration from the acute and learned for our words. We have
determined through God's merey not to have the praise and $he popn-
lurity which the world can give; bubt according to our founder
Philip's precept © tolove to be unknown.” Theyare diligent followers
of St Philip, ns 8. Philip himself was a faithful follower of Christ
—these Birmingham * Qratorians.” When_ men like these are sctuated
by such a spieit as theirs, are mingling daily end fu.miliarl,ir with the
poor and lewly of Bogland, need we wonder that the Catholic roligion
is now mwaking such rapid progress there. Once let the English Pro.
testant 1nuases, the lowly and laborious poor among them fairly under.
stand what the Catholic religion is, then farewell English Protas.
tnntism.  Dr. Newman and his * Oratorians  are just the men to in.
struct the English poor, snd to undeceive them of those nisconcep.
tions about Catholicism which they sucked in with theic mothers’ mylk,
and which the Protestunt pulpits have labored so succossfully to
coufirm for the past three centuries, When Protestantisim fuirly gives
wuy ab bome, it will not live long in tho colonies, though it may live
out our tinmes. L.

Thoug h the Hoylish Oratorinue evote the: 1selves principilly ng
primarily to the instruction sud oar s of the poor and lowly, thuiric jn.

r emuiu until one of them is tived, in which case his client is defeated. j enue i powerlul with the higher clussen of religious Protestauts :jug,



