
For truculent bigotry, groundless assumption, and absolute
ignorance of facts, anarticle which appearedin last Tuesday's
issue of this precious journal exceedsanything thathas yet
appeared even in its columns. This article begins with a
reference to Prince Bismarck's crusade against the Catholic
religion, and the reported attempt onhis life. The writer
goeson to say that the Prussian Premier's policy isgenerally
approved of "amongst Protestant communities." '

The
writer,perhaps, knows that such is the case, thoughif his
knowledge in this particular is nearly as accurate as ishis
information inreference to Catholic andPrussian affairs, we
may take leave to doubt, nay disbelieve,his statement. We
shouldbe sorry, indeed, to think that Protestants generally
approved of a policy founded on a lie,and directed to the
destruction of therights, guaranteedby the Constitution,of
German Catholics. Prince Bismarck has succeeded in
inducinga nest of bigots andFreemasons,on themorrow of
a victory mainly won by Catholic blood magnanimously
pouredout like waterin defence of his master's cause, to up-
root thevery Constitution on the faith of themaintenance of
which the Empire had been established,and the Imperial
crown offered to William of Prussia. As we have already
said, we should be sorry indeed to think that Protestants
generally approved of such treacheryand tyranny. But bad
faith,andhatred of Catholicity are so manifestly displayed
by Bismarck's policy and recent German legislation, that
the Prince'sadmirersare for veryshame driven to find excuses
for both,and failing facts, to scatterutterly groundlessfalse-
hoods broadcast through the nations. For example, the'Daily Times' says, "We are of opinionthat thesteps taken
so vigorously to eradicate the undue political influence of
the priesthood, and to puta stop to themachinations of the
Jesuits, form aline of policy dictated by a bold and loftystatesmanship." Here are twostatements which are entirely
devoidof truth. TheCatholic priesthood possessedno more
political influence inGermanythanother citizens ol'education
virtue and position. To sich influence they are as much
entitled as their fellow-citiiiens, and the attempt made by
Bismarckisnot to lessen 1hat in/luence,but to iestroy the
Catholic Churchand reduce the ]:riesthood to the degra-^-iw
position ol certain ministers who are made to fetch and

carry for anyGovernment that may happen to be in the
ascendant,no matter how vile itmay be, and toat least pre-
tendto believe and certainly to teach the doctrines thatmay
be agreeable to worthless politicians. TheCatholic priest-
hood, in defiance of every Minister and Government, teach
Catholic doctrines -without any admixture of courtly error,
andat all hazards obey the law of the everlastingRoman
Catholic Church;this is their crime,— the only realcause of
the persecution, at once cruel and contemptible, to which
they and their flocks are now being subjected in the vary
Empire cemented with their best blood. It isa mere pre-
tence anda shallow hypocrisy to say that the object inviewis to lessen their undue political influence. What right, even
if theyhad undue political influence,has Prince Bismarck,
or anyone else to make laws prohibiting mento obey theirChristian faithand conscience, for the purposeof eradicating
politicalinfluence. If theCatholicclergy of Germany possess
political influence, they have as much right to possess itand exercise it, too, as Prince Bismarck andhis tyrant, yet
slavish,followers,have to possess andexercise their influence.Why should all political influence be concentrated in them1why isit that Catholics, merely because theyare Catholics,
should have noneas nil? why should they,because from the
natureof things they cannot help havingpoliticalinfluencewhich is absolutely necessary for the preservation of theirlives, properties and rights, be compelled to receive sacra-
ments from suspended and sacriligious priests, or religious
instruction from wolves in the clothing of sheep1 Y«t this
is precisely what Prince Bismarck and the German Govern-
ment is endeavoring to do. They are endeavoring, whilstimprisoning and banishing their legitimate pastors, to force
the Catholics of Germany to receive religious teaching fromheretics, andaccept the ordinances of religion from the handsof men without power to administer them. The German
Empire is busily engaged in an unholy warfare to compel
fifteen millions of her very best subjects to foreswear theirfaithand their consciences, and to revel in sacrilege. The'Times' callsita tremendous crusade, andso it is indeed.

The ( Otago Daily Times' tells us one of the objects of
theGerman policy is "to puta stop to the machinations of
the Jesuits." This is very pretty writing— machinations is %
beautiful word! but unfortunatelyallthis is avery common
place;any schoolboy could writethe sentence, he has met
it a thousand times in his school-books, and so often have
the words been dinned intopeople'sears, that they havecome
to be accepted as Gospel truth. Prince Bismarck himself,
thoughby nomeans a common-place man, could not divest
himself of thehabitacquired fromhis earlyassociations,and
had thevulgarity when endeavouring to justify his tyranny,
to assign the machinations of the Jesuits as his reason forbanishingpeaceablecitizens from their native country. But
he waspromptly brought to shame. He was asked by mem-
bers in the Parliament House at Berlin to give a case in
point, to prove anyonemachination on thepart of Jesuits,
tostate anybreach of the laws or Constitution of the country
by theJesuits, to bring them,if he could, before the tribunals
of the laad:but he wasabsolutelyunable to answer one word
to their point-blank challenges. No;the Jesuits entered
intono machinations, violatedno law, madenot the slightest
attempt on the Constitution;they werepeaceable,loyal, use-
ful citizens. But they were learnedand virtuous Catholics—
this was the crime that stunkinthe nostrils of Hcsmakck and
other German bigots andFreemasons. Bisma.HCß and his
followers !they are the criminals;they are the law-breakers;
they are the men who have not only attempted, but have/
actually violated the Constitution, broken faith with fifteen
millions of Germans the moment theyhad got what they
wantedby means of their help, and trampled on the rights
andplundered theproperty of good citizens. We now say
to the 'Otago Daily Times,' give up wild writing, abandon
vague charges, come to facts, descend to particulars. Come,
now,and give thepublic evenone instance of the machina-
tions of the Jesuits

—
state even oneviolation of thelaw by

the Jesuits inGermany. We defy you. Anduntil youdo,
we denounce your charge as wreckless,untrue,unjust, and
calumnious.

The 'Times' continues, "Probably there may becited
instances in which ejection of rebellious priests by the civil
powerhas assumed the appearance of religious persecution;
but these are exceptional cases. Generally speaking, the'persecution ' has, on examination, resolved itself into due
punishment for offences against law and order." Th^ae
words haveno application to Germany or Bismarck. The
priests banished had brokennolaw. This Bismarck, had
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DEATH.

Oh the 9th June atCampbelineld, Victoria,Duncan, youngest son
ofEwenCameron,Esq.,GHenfullochStation,Nokomai. Aged26 years.
R.I.X.
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