
PRESENT SUPERNATURAL GROWTH. OF THE
CATHOLIC RELIGION IN ENGLAND. ITS PROS-

PECTS NNEW ZEALAND.

Bx way of appendix to some remarks on thepresent wonderfulpro-
gress of theCatholicreligion in England, which lately appearedin
your paper,thefollowing passage from thopastoral of "Archbishop
"Manning and the other Bishops of the Provinceof Westminster, in
Provincial Council Assembled," may be read with interest."The Church in England," says thispastoral,"is now so rooted
and fruitful, that it needs only time to grow to its fulness. The
malevolence which forty years ago threatenedus,has now given way
before a truerknowledge of what theCatholic faith and Church really
are. For threehundredyears bothhavebeen hidden from the intel-
ligence of Englandby PenalLaws, andby controversial miarepresen-
tation. Ever since this Church has regained her liberty, this has
become impossible. She is now seen, andheard,and known. Edu-
catedEnglishmen know us better. The poor of England have nowno
animositiesagainst the faith of their fathers. Our peoplearemingled
■with them. They live and labor together. They have learned that
theCatholicreligion is the Church of thepoor. We haveheard them
say more than this;but this is enough. There is at this hour spread
over the breadth of England, a beuevolence towards the Catholic
Church and the faich of their ancestors, such as for threehundred
yearshas never been."

* * * *
The presenteffort of the GoodTemplars tobring about a union

with Catholics, is one proof of whatis here stated. If such be the
present benevolentfeelingofthe peopleinEngland, generally, towards
theCatholic Church and the faith of their fathers, wemay reasonably
hope that a like feeling will soon pervadethepeople of this andother
British Colonies. Indoedthere arenot a few indications that such a
friendly feeling towards the Catholic Churchis already beginningto
gain ground even in this Colony, notwithstanding tho ungracious
attempts of some journals, such as tne

'
Bruce Herald,' and some

public men, like Mr Gillies and Mr Barton, *to encourage in tho
publicmind sentiments of a verydifferent kind towards us j anditis
possibly just because of such favourable signs that thesomenexpress
themselves so bitterly or sarcastically against Catholics,and you, the
Catholic organ in this Colony. When our bigotted enemies show
suchanxiety toput us i;a the wrong,andmanifest such Btrong feelings
of irritation against us,we may safely infer that we aremaking head-
way,and conciliating tho good will of the public generally— the just
andreasonable portionof the people. The English naturally lean to

HISTOEY OF ITALIAN FREEMASONRY.
In the following year washeldanother general chapter (costituente)
of th&Italian lodges. The one fixedfor tlie summer of 1873 wasputoff, in consequence of the cholera breaking out inBorne, butevenwhenthe pestilence wasover there wasno talk of the costituent. Thereasonwas want of money. In Italy,as elsewhere, the annual con-tributions (tasse) came in veryshabily ;and it would not do toriskthe necessaryoutlay for the assembly. Not thatItalianFreemasonryhadbeen idle;the abolition of religious hpuse sinthe Statesof theChurch, andaboveall inRome, had been a good stroke of work, andall was done thatcouldbedone towards furtheringthegreat end (he
destructionof theChurch. Butthe country was too Catholic toallowof the expulsionof the Jesuits, the sworn foes ofRevolution,and bo
Freemasonry, as usual, sought to obtain by populartumult whatcould
not be "legally" accomplished. The riots againßt the Jesuits inFlorence at the close ofNovember and the beginning ofDecember,1873, (most of the actorsin which were foreigners), were the work ofFreemasonryand the Socialist unions which were its puppets. TheMilanese organor the lodges,'LaLuce,'boastedinthefollowing words
of this heroic exploit:

"The meeting at Florence against the Jesuitsis a secondbattle (the first was tho abolitionof the convents) foughtby Freemasonryagainst that Society." '
How low must be the point of honor of people who make a

boast of the grossest mob outrages of rioters and disturbersof thepeace!
Itwasat the close of the summer of1873, that the '" Universo'Lodge was founded at Rome, with the object (as it was said) ofsecretly workingagainst HenriCinq's elevation to the throne. But letusheir the worthy brethren themselveson the subjoct. They declarethe object of theUniverso to be

"
the collecting togetherof all theFreemasons scattered through the valley of the Tiber (Rome),"andthe cRivista'says

— "The new lodge Universo rescues the traditionsoftho one which flourished gloriously under the samename in the valley
of the Arno (Florence), and its desire is to gather arounditself all
honorableand Liberal men, men whohave ahandin themanagementofpublic affairs;not that what wasonce the casemayhappenamongourselves,namely, that the Government maybe inour order,an evilgreatly to be deplored,butthat the order mmypenetrateinto the Gov-ernment,and leaditon bysecret influence to theultimateobjects of thebrotherhood" This

"
secret influence" is now visible enough. LouisPianciaui, theRed Republican, is not only a member of theUniversoand of the Grand Orient, &c, but commander-in-chiefof theNationalGuardandsindaco ofRome. Hehas greatinfluencewith thenumer-

ous artisansof the city, and has made a barrack for the municipal
guard in the Convent Ara Coeli. Another brother of the Universo,
Antonio Pacca,is commandent of tho municipal, and colonel in theNational Guard. What may not happenin this stateof things, whenthe long-dreaded moment comes, when, for iustance, the standingarmy is marched to the frontier on foreignservice! Certainlythe
attempts atParis andCartagenafailed,but who canvouch for a similarresult next time ? Has not Carbonarism also had to suffer on thescaffold, under the Piombi of Venice,at Spielberg, Turin, and Alessan-dria,again audagain, yet its constantdream, Italianunity, stands nowbefore the world afaitaccompli! Itis witha view to the destructionofthe Catholic Church, thai an organized attack upon thehierarchy
is being made in all countries under Masonic influence. First, the
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the sideofjustice whennot misled by bigotedanddesigning men,whopractice on theirprejudices andcredulity. We allknowhow fondmenof the Gillies andBartonstamp are ofrepresenting Oatholicß as thevictims of ignorance, superstition, andpriest craft.
Itis a happy omenthat a new editionof the worksofBishop Hay

isnow beingpublished inEdinburgh by oneofthe oldestbook-sellin»firms in that classic city. Ifthe Catholic religion is to flourishin thisColony, as it is now doing; athome,its progress, uuder God, muafc bedue to the same causes here as there— the zeal and prudence of oucBishops andClergy, sustained and augmented by thehearty co-opera-tion of the laity. Let us show toallmen that " the Catholicreligion
is the religiou of charity, andthat theCatholic Church is theChurchof the poor;" and that the Catholic schools, thoughunmistakably
rohgious or denominational in their character, are yet not one whitbehind any other Colonial schools in their standard of secular instruc-tKm. To accomplish this last work will requireno ordinary offorts.We are a small minority. We are burdened with poverty, and forthe present wehaveall the influence and wealth of Government to
contend against;and whafc is harder still toendure, we have theinfluence of some inconsistentor unfaithfulCatholics brought tobearagaiust our schools— though thank God the power of such Catholics
is not great— not worth naming in fact, andisnot likely to increase.We must look to just and generous Protestants toaidus inobtainingredress. They have not failed us in the old country, and wemaybops they willnot be less just or generous in this hemisphere, if weonly be true to ourselves. But wemust not condemn Mr Gillies and
our other enemies, or more properly speaking our conscientious oppo-nents,rashly or too severely. We must make allowance for thoseprejudices which they have imbibed with their mother'smilk,and
whfoh.has grown andstrengthenedin the courseofyears. The powerof early prejudices over the strongest intellects and most benevolenthearts is great, beyond calculation. Yet it must be owned that itis
extremely difficult even for charity herself to frame excuses for thehostility of such menas Mr Gillies to the Catholic religion, at thistime of day. A blindness to Catholic truth such as his, one can
harJly suppose to be other thana voluntaryblindness, an obstinate
resolution not to see the light, however clear and bright it maybe.
Yet there wasa time when something of the samekind,possibly, couldbe said ofArchbishop Manning andBishopHay. ThoughArchbishopManning andBishopHay loug resisted thetruth, they yielded toitatlast, and it cannot bo said that their belief and professionof theCatholic faith was the result either of ignorance or prejudice orself interest.

Ceetaini/?theauthor of the article"Poor Paddy," inyour last num-ber,has shewn that the swaggering tall bullies of the*English Press
inDunedin andelsewhere, who are so lavish of their accusations or
insinuations against the Irish Celt,had betterkeep quiet on thesub-
ject of treachery and bloadthirstiness. It would be difficult to tell
whether the Anglo-Normanor Irish Celtic racehave furnished ivpast
ages the most numerous instances of base treacheryand revolting
cruelty. We may all congratulate ourselves that we didnot live in
these times. But it is unfair tojudge any race oi*nation by the faults
of certain individuals belonging to it. If the IrishCelt and Anglo-
Normanhave shewngreatvices, they have botli of them also shewn
great virtues. Some of the Jews were signers above all other sinners,
andsoitmaybe said of some Catholics inall countries and ages. For
all that, the Catholic Church is prolific in holy man and womea, andis
regenerating the world. Theattempts soindustriously made by a por-
tionofthe English Press to parade andexaggerate the real or allegor]
faultsof poor Paddy,proceedno doubtingreatpart from the fucfc that
Paddy, with all his faults, has adhered manfully to the grand old
Church ofthe Apostles, andresisted every effort tobribe or force him
from his allegiance to it. This ought to have raised Paddyin the
estimation of modern Englishmen if they hid respect for the rare
virtue of fidelity. Paddy has been faithful among thefuithl?ss. He
stuck to his creed when it wasan object of derision and scornamong
the greatand learned in England, and whenit was made the object of
the most cruel persecution inIreland. Ho bus now tho happiness of
seeing that creedmaking its wayrapidly among thehighest of English
families,and themoat accomplished of English scholars. He k-iows,
anditis to him a great satisfaction to know, that thevenerablemother
of his Sovereign gave in her adhesion to it ere she passed from this
transitory seene

—
rest her, God. But what usefulpurpose canit serve

to institute any invidious or odious comparisonsbetween the virtues
or vices of the people of the differentparts of theUnited Kingdom.
Are wenot all fellow subjects of the same Sovereign—

G-od bless her
—

anddo wenot allprofess to be followers of onedivine master. The
history of the past contains a sad record of dark crimes andabsurd or
vicious follies

—
committed both by Celr, and Anglo-Norman—

the
recollection ofwhichought tobe a sourceof regret andshame toboth.
No one can doubt that the Irish Catholics have been for ages the
victims of a grinding oppression under the Anglo-Norman rule. We
allknow that it is of thenature of oppression to degrade the character
of its victims;to crush out their virtues and to increase their vices;
especially the vices of treachery and cruelty. That not a little of the
evils suffered by Irishmen have been owing to their own fault, and
especially to their own quarrelsome disposition and want of unity
among themselves,Ithink is true. But they are now moreunited,
"andHome Rule is likely to be the fruit of thatunity. England never
could permanently subdue tho Scotch, though she often tried. The
Scotchknow how to combine agaicst their enemies and oppressors.
The IrishCelt is wonderfully fruitful under favorable circumstances,
andin theColonies they threaten to become " like the stars of heaven
for multitude" the reward of their virtue and fidelity we must
suppose.

—
Yours,

Scotch Celt.
June 12.
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