Saturday, July 18, 1874.]

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

11

GENERAL NEWS,

—rr——

Toe Emperor, Dou Pedro II., has signed o decres ecommuting the
sentence of four years of hard laber to which Mgr. Vital, bishop of
Olinda, has been iniquitously condomned, into four years of simple
unprisonment witliout hard lubor, Phe Fortress of Santa Cruz has
been assigned us lus prison, Very shortly the bishop, and a priest who
voluntarily shures his imprisonment, will be carried off to that fortress
by the police agents,

The late deputation of Trish membars to the Premier, requesting
the velease of the remaining Feninn prisoners, is charneterisod by the
¢ New York 1lerald’ as the most romarknble demonsteation of Ivish
Parlinmentary apinion thut kes taken placo sines the union of Grest
Britpin and Ireland. It offored Mr Lisraeli (says the ¢ Herald’) an
opporiunity to make n change in the policy of the Government towards
Ireland, whicl no wise statesmun would liave allewed €0 puss, Whats
ever opinion taay be entertained of the wisdom of the Fenian move-
ment, thers can be no question- of the earnestuess and single-minded-
ness of the men who engaged in it in Ireland. It is now uine years
gince the arrest and convictivn of the leaders of the movemenr, and
during that peried the prisoners hve been treated like ordinary con-
viets, or rather with greater severity. The moral elfset of their
punighment hus been felt by those likely to imitate them, and its
prolongation ean serve no useful parpose.

Whilst the Lord allows the Chareh to be alllicted and opposed in
many countries of Burope, ke gives it a rapid development elsewhero.
At the beginning of the present century America had only two or
three Bishops, whilst now thero are more than seventy, and they are
divided into seven lurge ecclesinstical Provinees. And Australis,
where then there were ouly two missionaries, s now thirteen dicceses
Besides the provinee of 8yduey, His Holiness hus jusé erected another
in Melbourne, embracing Victorta and other fiourishing pnrta of the
Australian continent, Vietorls has 731,528 ishabitusts, of whom
170,620 are Catholics; in 15871 there wera only 18,014, New South
Wales, out of a population of 503,982, has 147,627 Catholics. 1In
South Australia (Adeluide) there avo 28,668 Catholies in o population
of 188,995. In Queenslund ths Catholics nre 31,852 ouf of 120,104,
In Western Australia (Porth) by {ur the most desert and least culti-
vated part of the continent, there are 7118 Catholics out of 24785
people. In New Zealond, out of 850,398 inhabitants, 35608 aro
Uathelics. In Tasmaniz (Vun Diemen's Lond) out of 99,828 inhubit-
auts, 22,091 are Castholics, Sumining up, out of a population close
upon two millions (exactly, 1,925,115) nearly o fourth (in 1871, 413,554)
are Cutholics. SBupposing the increase during the last thires yeurs
to have been in Like proportion, we find at this miuute a Catholis pop-
ulation of 500,000, where Linlf u century apo there were were sonrecely
30,000 Catholics. And this populasion is in the full vigor of Catho-
lie life, with megnoificent eburches, colleges, schools coavents, and
charituble Instituciuns of all sorts.

Tho Russian Government is sedulousty enguged in extorminating
the Cutholic Church threughout its dominions, In the duys of that
infumouns tyrant, Nicholus I, the United Hastern Chureh in the old
Polish provinces of Lithuanin and Volhynin was foreibly suppressed,
ond eoldiers and hungmen ealled in to compel the Cutholic peopls of
thoso districts to join tho so-called orthodox Church. The prosent
emperor, Alexander I, whose genorosity aud magnanimity the toadics
and tufthunters of the London press are nover weary of extolling, has
of late begur to follow in these * footprints on the sauds of time,” aud
enter upon the damnose kerodiias left to him by his father, Ono of
his most detestable tools, the late Governor of Poland, Count Berg,
signed a stringent order on the very eve of his death, io.,
on the 17th of January of the present year, for the compulsory con-
version of the Catholics in the eastern districts of the kingdom. This
order has been exrried out to the letter. Russian Popes were seut
into the villages of the circles of Seidlee and BRinla, and began their
sacreligious anties in Catholie churches. In some places, suoh as
Polabicze, Zoblocie and Drelow, the people resisted, hroke the “ czar's
door" to pieces, and sent the sham priests to the whereabouts. These
risings have been put down with fearful slanghter . Arpart from s
large number of men snd women killed in the defence of their faith,
hundreds of pessants have been put in irons and taken to the prisans
‘of Biala and Miedzyrecz. By the time the eastern distriets shall
he * eonverted,” the western portion of the kingdom, which has been
Catholic for upwards of 1000 years, will be brought under the harrow,
znd there will be none but the schismatic Church left throughout the
dominions of tho Uzar, Whether it will boseem Catholics to join ia
the ovations with which England is sbout to welcome the persecutor
of their Chureh, may be vory well lefi to their own diserimmation.

Petor Ellingthorpe, o gentleman of great wealth, died at his own
reeidence, Shorrockey. He was often desired to dispose of his jpvo-
perty by will, but ke always resolutely refused to do so, alleging that
he had not any immediate relations, and the nexi of kin must nssers
their claims aud establish them in the best way they conld. Br Elling-
thorpe was as good as his word, and died intestate. The faumily tree
revenls the fact that the Leirs-ut-law are two brothers, who, if living,
are somewhero abroad, The coveted treasure is estimated to be worth
£40,000 ; much of it is frechold property, and thereforas some claimant
i3 sure to nasert a litle thereto.

A singular application was made at Wandsworth Police Court.
A woman ¢ams before the magistrate and wished to know whether she
had a right to show a calf, as so many persons wisled to see it.  She
said the calf hed two heads, four eyes, two mouths, and two tongues.
It was something move {han ever was known, She wished to know
whether she was justified in showing it. My Ingham said e did not
know of sny law against it. The applicant said some of her neighbors
told her that she reguived a license. Mr Ingham supposed it was not
a place of public entertainment. The applicant said it was her own
place. Mr Ingham told her to go to the station and speak to the
inspector. .

Dy, Kenealy, of Tichborne fame, has taken to journalism,  Whe-
ther from o want of some work to do at his own profession, or a fear

that his seevices in the cause of Arthur Orton will meet its due reward,
wo do not know, All we are at liberty to say just now is that conviet
Orton’s distinguished advocate has started o newspaper and has be-
come its editor, and that he seems to be sadly in want of money. Tha
firat number of the now journal appeared a short time ago. Its first
striking characteeistic is ‘quite in keoping with the well-known personal
characteristica of its editor—barefaced self-puff and vulgar rhodomon-
tade. The whole number is ocoupied with articles in ealogy of Dr.
Kenealy and of his conduct during the Tichborne trial. To eap the
modesty of the proceeding, an announcement oceupies a preminent
place wishing the publie to assist in raising £30,000 to be presented to
Dr. Kenealy a3 a reward for his exertions on behalf Arthur Orton !
Us this to be taken ns a daliberate insult to the intelligence of the
British publie, or is it that the doctor has becoms demented ?

The Dublin * Freeman,” in alluding to the disgracful state of
afluirs at Kilmainham Hospital, says :—As Mr Owen Lewia has taken
up the matter of the Catholic inmates of Kilmainham Hospital, there
are 8 few other matters on which we think it might be well to question
the Minister of War, or whoever the proper suthority is. The Catho-
lic inmates of the house are, as previously stated, in the proportion of
five to ous, There iy, we understand, n sum of sixteen pounds seb
aside for buying newspapers for the inmates. This sum is, we ave
told, disbursed entirely in tho interest of the few Protestants in the
asylam.  Not a single Catholic or Liberal paper is purchased, Again,
alshough the asylom is full of agod Catholies tottering on the vorge of
the grave, the library does not contain a single Catholio work of devo-
tion with which the Oatholic veteran could solace his evening hours
and prepare for the long journey close at hand. In the bedroom of
every Catholic inmate, we have reason to believe, is placed a Protestant
version of the Bible, but there is not a single Catholic version in the
establishment! The wmatter ia no light and trifling one, and we trust
Mr Lewis will not allow it to die out tiil full justics ie obtained. It is
intolerable that Catholic soldiers who have perilled life and limb for
their Royal mistress should, in the refage provided for them in their
old age, feel that a system—for it is o system, not individuals, we
arruign——prevajls which places their religion under o ban.

The Geelong © Bveping Times’ thus pathetically relates an inoi-
dent which oecurred at the local Police Court :—% Mora shocking and
painfnl than the erratic mental aberrations of lmenacy, or even than the
frenzy of maduness, is the vacant, blank, unmeaning Iook, and the
positively hideous smile and laugh of the idiot. Poor Mrs Hreeman
Las been afllicted by Providence with an idiot child, which has grown
from its hirth minus all mentsl pereeption, and is now o physically
strong girl of twelve to fourtsen years old. But on her face, the
featnres of which sre individunlly olmost handsome, sat the inexpros-
sible deformity of fixed, unalterable, drivelling imbecility,. As the
mother and daughter sat together, it was easy to see the story of a
heart thet had suffered a never dying anguish, far exceeding the
poignant sorrow that springs from death., Ome could readily pioture
the years of tender solicitude during which the mother looked in vain
to catol some acknowledgment from her child of the love she had
lavished upon her; but who can tell the intensity of the pangs she
must often have felt in receiviag from the offspring of her heart,
nothing but an idiotic chuckle, or u laugh without meaning, in responss
to her best affections. What her many years' expsriences have been
were, perhaps, pourtrayed in the final outburst of her maternal fesl-
ings in Court “to-day. Throwing her hesd upon the idiot girl's
shoulder, she sobbed uloud. ¢ Oh, your Worship, it-is hard for me to
lose hev, for she was always moves to me thon oll others! More painful
tio the spectator, daring this acene, than- vven the mother's grief, was
the unappreciative expression of the girl as she laughed vacantly in
response o her parent’s sounds of grief. It seems that the canmse of
the laws intervention is that the girl ns she grows older ia getting
iaugerous, oceasionally threatening herself and others with the carving

nife.”

An English journal publishes a_descripiion of a torrible pradisas
ment, of the lighthouse-keepers on Bishops Rock during the recent
hurricane, the violence of which is described as being foarfal. The
Bishops Rock lighthouse is erected on & rock beyond the Scilly Islands,
far out in the Atlantic. It was struck by enormous waves in quick
succession, each caunsing a noise like the diseliarge of eannon, and
making the massive stone building rock to and fro, so that avery article
fell awny from it place, One fearful sea broke the great lend in several
pieces, aud another smashed the cylinders of the spare light, while
sand from the Lottom, thirty futhoms deep, was found heaped upon
the lighthouse gallery. The keeperz had a narrow escape,

Tree ' Waka Maori '—the journal published in the native language
—nhas taken a rather novel and unplessant way of rominding forget.
ful subscribers of their liabilitiss, ns tho following notice quoted from a
recent issue wiil show:—“ We beg to inform the undermentioned -
parties, of the Wanganui district, that their names have been
steugk off our list of subseribers, they having refused to poy their sub-
soriptions as promised. Of all our naomerous subscribers in the
Wanganui district they ave the only defanlters; everyons of the others
have honorably paid the subscriptions as rogularly as the Pakehas do
for their newspapera. There ave also others in other districts, whose
nomes we purposs to expunge from our list if they do not fulfil their
angagements.” .

- T'mERE ave two brothers, fwing, whose resomblanee to each other is
50 strong that strangers can hardly tell them apart. They keen a
grocery and provisiva store, and were one duy brirging in bags of
meal from a waggon which wns out of sight from inside the shop.
Nathan had his eont, but Bli was in his shirf-sleeves, A stranger in
the shop watched them coming in and going oub, but ouly one was
visible at a time, and at lnst he exclaimed to Eli, # Well, you're the
sramtest man I ever saw ; but why do you keep putting on and taking
off your cont?P” These brothers and several other men were in the
it of gesting up very early, and going to swim, and ones Eli going,
as was his wont, to Nathan's house to call him by tapping on the
pune, sav his own face reflected on the glass, and taking it for his
brotlier'a called out, “ Como on, they've all waiting for you.”




