
" Thekb are twobrothers, twins, whose resemblance toeach other is
so strong that strangers can hardly tell them apart. They keep a
grocery and provision store, and were one day briaging inbags of
meal from a waggon which wa3 out of sight from inside the shop.
Nathanhad his coat, butEli was in his shirt-sleeves. A stranger iv
the shop watched them comiug in and going out, but only one was
visible at a time, andat last he exclaimed to Eli, " Well, you're the
sraaitest manIeversaw j but why doyoukeepputtingonand taking
oif your coat ?

"
These brothers and several other men were in the

hub't ofgcotingup veryearly, and going to swim, and onceEligoing,
as was his wont, to Nathan's house to call him by tapping on the
pane, sow his own face reflected on the glass, and taking it for his
brother'scalledout,"Como on, they're all waiting for you."

GENERAL NEWS.
TheEmperor, Don Pedro 11., has signed a decree commuting the
sentence of four years of hard labor to which HEgr. Vital,bishop ofOli^da, has been iniquitously condemned, into four yoars of simple
imprisonmentwithout hard labor. The Fortress of Santa Cruz hasbeen assigned as Ins prison. Very shortly thebishop,and apriest whovoluntarily shares his imprisonment, will be carried off to that fortress
by thepoliceagents.

The late deputation of Irish members to thePremier, requesting
the release of tho remainingFenian prisoners, is characterisedby the'
New York Herald' as the most remarkable demonstration of IrishParliamentary apinion thathas taken placo since theunion of GreatBritain and Ireland. It offered Mr Disraeli (says tho'Herald') anopportunity to make n, change in thepolicy of the Government towardsIreland, which no wise statesman wouldhaveallowed to pass. What-

ever opinion may be entertained of the wisdom of the Kenianmove-
ment, there canbe no question-of the earnestness anuf ingle-minded-
noss of the men who engaged in it in Ireland. It is now nine years
since tho arrest and conviction of the leaders of the movement, and
during that period theprisoners have been treated like ordinary con-victs, or rather with greater severity. The moral effect of their
punishment hits been felt by those likely to imitate them, and itsprolongationcanservenousefulpurpose.

*

Whilst theLord allows the Church to be afilicted and opposedin
many countries of Europe,he gives it a rapid development else.vhere.
At tho beginning of the present cenlury America had only two or
three Bishops, whilst now the«-o arc more than seventy, and they aredivided into seven large ecclesiastical Provinces. And Australia,
where then there wereonly twomissionaries,has now thirteen diouesesBesides theprovince ofSydney, His Holiness lias just erected auother
iv Melbourne,embracing Victoria and other flourishing parts of the
Australian continent. Victoria has 731,528 inhabitants, of whom170,620 are Catholics;inIS7I there were only 18,014. New SouthWales, out of a population of 503,982, has 147,627 Catholics. InSouth Australia (Adelaide) there are 28,668 Catholics in a population
of188,995. InQueensland tha Catholicsare 31.852 ouf of 120,104.
In Western Australia (forth) by far the most desert and least culti-
vatedpart of the continent, tliere are 7118 Catholics out of 24/755people. Iv New Zealand, out of 350,393 inhabitants, 35,608 are
Catholics. InTasmania (VanDiemen's Land) out of 99,328 inhabit-
ants, 22,091 are Catholics. Summing up, out of a population close
upon twomillions (exactly,1,925,115) nearly a fourth(in 1871,443,554)are Catholics. Supposing the increase during the last three years
tohave beeninlikeproportion, we find at this miuute a Catholic pop-
ulationof 500,000, wherehalf a century ago there were were scarcely30,000 Catholics. And this population is in the full vigor of Catho-
lic life, with magnificent churches, colleges, schools convents, and
charitable Institutions of all sorts.

The Russian Governmentis sedulously engaged in exterminating
tho Catholic Church throughout its dominions. In the days of that
iafainous tyrant,NicholasI, the United Eastern Church in the old
Polishprovincesof Lithuania and Volhynia was forcibly suppressed,
andsoldiers andhangmen called in to compel the Catholic peoploof
those districts to join tho so-called orthodox Church. The present
emperor, Alexander11, whose generosity andmaguanimity the toadies
and tufthunters of theLondon press are never weary of extolling,has
of late begun to follow in those" footprints on the sands of time"' and
enterupon the damnosaherodhas left tohim by his father. One ofhis most detestable tools, the late Governor ofPoland, Count Berg,
signed a stringent order on the very eve of his death, i.e°,
on the 17th of January of the present year,for the compulsory con-
versionof the Catholics in the easterndistricts of thekingdom. Thisorder has been carried out to the letter, Russian Popes were sent
into the villages ofthe circles of Seidlce and Biala, and began their
sacreligious antics in Catholic churches. In some places, such asPolubicze, Zablocie andDrelow, tho people resisted, broke the "czar'a
door

"
topieces, and sent the shampriests to the whereabouts. These

risings have beenput down with fearful slaughter . Apart from a
largenumber of menand womenkilledin the defence of their faith,
hundreds of peasants hare beenput ivirons and taken to theprisons"of Biala and Miedzyrecz. By the time the eastern districts shall
he

" converted," the western portion ofthokingdom, which has beenCatholic for upwardsof 1000 years, will be brought.under theharrow,
and there willbe nonebut the schismatic Church left throughout the
dominionsof tho Czar. Whether it will beseem Catholics tojoin in
tho ovations with whichEngland is about to welcome thepersecutor
of their Church, may be very well left totheir own discrimination.

Peter Ellingrhorpe, a gentleman of great wealth,diedathis ownresidence, Shorrocksy. He wasoften desired to dispose of his pro-
pertyby will,but he alwaysresolutely refused to do so, alleging that
he hadnot any immediate relations, and the next ofkin must.assert
their claims and establish themiv thebest way they could. Mr Elling-
thorpe was as goodashis word,and died intestate. The family tree
reveals the fact that the heirs-atlaw are two brothers, who, if living,
are somewhere abroad. The covetedtreasure isestimated tobe worth£40,000 ;much ofit is freeholdproperty, and thereforesomeclaimant
is sure to assert a title thereto.

A singular application was made at Wandsworth Police Court.
A womancamebcforo the magistrateand wished toknow whethersho
hada right to show a calf, as so many persons wishod to see it. She
said the calfhad two heads, four eyes, two mouths, and two tongues.
Itwas something more than ever wasknown. She wished to know
■whether sho was justified in showing it. Mr Ingham said he did not
know of any law against it. The applicant said someof herneighbors
told her that sherequireda licen&e. Mr Ingham supposedit wasnot
a placeof public entertainment. The applicant said it was her own
place. Mr Ingham toldher to go to the station and speak to the
inspector.

Dr. Kenealy,of Tichborne fame,has taken to journalism. "Wlie-
llier froma wantof some work todo athis ownprofession, or a fear
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thathis services in the causeof ArthurOrton willmeetitsduereward,wedonot know. All we areat liberty to say justnow is that convictOrton s distinguished advocate hasstarted a newspaper and has be-comeits editor, and thathe seems tobe sadly iv want of money. Thefirst number of thenew journal appeareda short time ago. Its firststriking characteristic is quiteinkeeping with the well-knownpersonalcharacteristics of its editor— barefacedself-puff and vulgar rhodomon-tade. The wholenumber is occupied with articles ineulogy of Dr.Kenealyand of his conduct during the Tichborne trial. To cap themodesty of theproceeding, an announcement occupies a prominentplace wishing thepublic toassist inraising £30,000 tobe presentedtoDr.Kenealy as a reward for his exertions on behalf Arthur Ortou!Is this to be taken as a deliberate insult to the intelligence of theBritishpublic, oris it that the doctor has become demenied?
«" " Th!5'!bli?

'
Freeraan»' in alluding to the disgracful state ofailairs atKilmainhamHospital,says :— As MrOwen Lewis has takenup the matterof the Catholic inmates of KilmainhamHospital therearea few other matterson which we think itmight be welltoquestionthe Minister ofWar, or whoever theproper authorityis. The Catho-lic inmates of thehouse are,as previously stated,in theproportionoflive to one. There is, we understand, a sum of sixteen pounds setaside for buying newspapers for the inmates. This sum is, we aretold, disbursed entirely in the interest of the few Protestants intheasylum. Not a single Catholic or Liberalpaperis purchased Againalthough tiie asylum is full of aged Catholics tottering on the vergeofthe grave,the library does not contain a single Catholic work ofdevo-tion with which the Catholic veteran could solace his evening hoursand prepare for the longjourney close at hand. In the bedroomofeveryCatholic inmate, wehave reason tobelieve, is placedaProtestantversion of theBible,but there is not a single Catholicversionintheestablishment ! The matteris no light and triflingone,and we trustMrLewis willnot allow it to die out till full justice is obtained. It isintolerable that Catholicsoldiers whohave perilled life and limb fortheir Royalmistress should, in the refugeprovided for themin theiroldage, feel that a system— for it is a system, not individuals, wearraign

—
prevailswhichplaces their religionundera ban.The Q-eelong 'Evening Times

'
thus pathetically relates an inci-dent whichoccurred at the local Police Court :— "Moreshocking andpainful thanthe erraticmental aberrations oflunacy, or eventhan thefrenzy of madness, is the vacant, blank, unmeauing look, and thepositively hideous smile and laugh of the idiot. Poor MrsFreemanhas been afflicted byProvidence with an idiot child, whichhas grownfrom its birth minus all mental perception,audis now aphysically

strong girl of twelve to fourteen years old. But on her face, thefeatures of which are individually almost handsome,sat the inexpres-sible deformity of fixed, unalterable, drivelling imbecility. As themother anddaughter sat together, it was easy to see the story of a
heart that had suffered a never dying anguish, far exceeding thepoignant sorrow that springs from death. One could readily picturethe years of tender solicitude during which themother lookedin vainto catch some acknowledgment from her child of the love she hadlavishedupon her;but who can tell the intensity of the pangs she
must ofteu have felt iv receiving from the offspring of her heart,
nothingbutanidiotic chuckle, ora laugh without meaning, inresponseto her best affections. What her many years' experienceshave beenwere,perhaps,pourtrayed in the final outburst of her maternal feel-ings in Court to-day. Throwing her head upon, the idiot girl'sshoulder, she sobbed aloud. 'Oh, your Worship, it-ishard for me toloseher, for she was alwaysmore tome thanallothers.' Morepainful
to the spectator, during this scene, than- oven the mother's grief, was
the unappreciative expressionof the girl as she laughed vacantly in
response to her parent's sounds of grief. It seems that the oause ofthe laws intervention is that the girl as she grows older is getting
dangerous, occasionally threateningherself andothers withthe carving
knife."

AnEnglish, journal publishes a description of a terriblepredica-
ment of the lighthouse-keepers ou Bishops Rock during the recenthurricane, the violence of which is describedas being fearful. The
BishopsRock lighthouse is erected ona rock beyond theScilly Islands,
far out in the Atlantic. It was struck bj onortaou3 wavesinquicksuccession, each causing a noise like the discharge of canuon, and
making the massive stonebuilding rock toand fro, so that everyarticle
fell awayfromit place. One fearfulseabroke thegreat lens* inseveralpieces,and another smashed the cylinders of the spare light, while
sand from the bottom, thirty fathoms deep, was found heapedupon
the lighthouse gallery. The keepershad anarrow escape.

The c WakaMaori
'—

the journalpublishediv thenativelanguage—
has taken a rather noveland unpleasant way ofreminding forget-

ful subscribers of their liabilities, as the followiugnoticequoted from a
recent issue will show:— "We bag to inform the undermentioned
parties, of the Wanganui district, that their names have been.
struck offour list of subscribers, they having refused topay their sub-
scriptions as promised. Of all our numerous subscribers in the
Wanganui district they are the only defaulters;everyoneof the others
havehonorably paidthe subscriptions as regularly as the Pakehas do
for their newspapers. There are also others iv other districts, whose
names wepurpose to expunge from our list if they do not fulfil their
engagements."
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