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TAXING THE CHURCHES.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
love "liberty, equalityand fraternity." Makeno exemptions;allowthe assessor no discretion. Tax property whereeveryou can finditregardless of the means of its owner,or thepurpose to which itisdevoted. Push the idea ofthepetitioners to its logicalconclusion"But, MrChairman, theState will gainnothingby achange." I*will lose much. Suppose taxationof these classes of property wouldyield 543,000 dollars ft year. Ican count in this vicinity institutionsownedand managedby Catholics, the existence of which saves thatamount to the public. Suppose we badnohouse of the Angel Guar-dian, nohome for destitute Catholic Children,no CarneyHospital,noHouse of the Good Shepherd, noneofthe scoreor so ofother Catholicinstitutions Icould name, the care of the inmates of these institutionswouldbe thrown on the State— and youcan calculate the cost. Therev.gentleman who precededme gave you the detailsof theseinstitu-tions. Knowing what it costs to build and keep these institutionsannually, now multiply by three and you havo the cost of runninethemby the State. The State cannot afford tocripple these institu-tions. Moreover they do whatno StateInstitutions cando —what noinstitution managed by the State or any county or city init has yetdone :they reform those whom they profess to reform. Let themalone, and they will savo the public more than all this 48 000 000dollars worth of property will yield in taxes;besidessaving many alife, and leading many an erring one,who might otherwise be lost,
into the right path. ''

Dono* tax them for the good they do. Theseinstitutions werefounded,andhave since been supposed by the contributions of thepublic spiritedand the charitable, anditis the duty of the governmentto foster andencourage, andnot to crush them. They have cost theState nothing. How much they have saved it can scarcely bemeasured. These institutions and the churches have been erectedunder an implied promise from the State that they should be freefrom taxation. These structures contribute to the beauty of everytownand tillagein theState,and enhance thevalueofproperty aroundthem. They area source ofno income to their supportsrs. Theyareerected and maintained for the moral good they do to individualsand to the State. Theyareakindofproperty thatnocivilizedcountryhas yet made taxable. Is Massachusetts to muke the innovation?Then will the shock be rude. Wisely and well the pioneers of thisState saw the good that churches and private charities could do andencouraged their establishment and growth, not only by exemptingtheir property fromtaxation,butbygrants from the Treasury inmanyinstances. Wiaely and well, to the glory of the Commonwealth andthe benefit of ir8 people, that policy of encouragement has beenmaintained to this hour. Thatpolicy has been as economical as ithasbeen generous. Catholicscanbear asmuoh as theirneighbors— theyhavebornemorein the past, and evennowbear more,— butthey joinwith otherdenominationsin theState,with other men whose generoushandshave helped the poor and soothed the suffering, andled the
erring to better ways j they join to-day vith the vast majority of thecitizens ofMassachusetts, inasking you to stand betweenthemand afalse economy dictatedby men who either wiil notor cannot see thegood fruits of generous andChristianpolicy.

PERSECUTION IN BRAZIL.
Fkom theParis correspondenceof theBombay Catholic'Ifcaniiner,'we take the following :—:

—
After the condemnationof the Bishopof Olinda to four years'imprisonment with hard labor, there comes a summons to Mgr. deMacedoCosta, Bishop of Para, toappear before the same tribunal.Heisguilty of the same crime as his colleague— that ofnot admitting

the interference of the civil power in purely spiritual causes, and of
resisting tho attempts ofthe freemasonstogovern the Church of JesusChrist. At the sitting of the 24thoflast month, three commissarieswerechosen by lots for this cause. The Government, under pietexfc
ofavoiding apopular movement against the Portuguese— which wasintendedonly as a demonstrationin favorof the Bishop

—
had takenmilitary precautions. The sentence of four years' hard labor pro-

nounced on theBi-hopof Olinda has 'been commutedinto four years'
oonfiaement ina fortress. Are wo to believe thut this mitigation is
the effect ofsome little respect still leftin them for religion ? Itishard tosay bo. The Ministers are rather in fear of popular anger;they thought the faithful wouldnot like to see their bishophaving togo through the streets, with his feet chained, and in oompany with
some great malefactor,and theRepublicans themselves differedon this
point. Thehonest portionof this party blamed the Republioa, forhaving defendedthepersecutors, andin consequence of this disagree-
ment, that .journal ceased to appear. Therosult of this condemnationhas made itself felt already,iv the growingdislike of the peopleto-wards Don Pedro. Several papers interested in calumniating theBishops, have spoken of a briefof Pius IX.coudemning the conductofthe Bishopof Olinda ;but they havenot yet publisher! the brief,
for verygood reasons:it never existed. So then, thepenalty having
been commuted,Brigadier Q-abuorepairedtotne prison of theArsenalfor thepurpose of conductiag the Bishop to the fortress of S. John.But the officerof the guard, having receivednoorders to that effect,refused to^'give uphis prisoner. There was in consequence a delay of
two hou' s, during which several persons could come to pay their
homage to the prolate. When he reached the fortress nothinghad
been preparedfor him, and the commandant was absent. The officers,however,placed a few chairs and a sofaat tho bishop's disposal,fo»
whichHis Lordship thanked them. Those who condemned liim were
all Masons,and the presidenthimself was a Grand-master of the Sect.
The Lodge "Esperanca" hastened to present thePublic Prosecutor
with a gold penenriched with diamonds. His Grace the Archbishop,
ofBahia hadaddressed a circular tohis colleagues, exhorting thorn to
remain firm, in the faith and to combat freemasonry with all theirenegy.

Extbacts from the speech ot Hon.P. A. Collins, before the Com-Mitte of the Massachusetts Legislature on "Just andEaual Taxa-tion :—:
— *

m,!'Ifci8 officiully reported that thereis some48,000,000do!s., worlhot Church and other property devoted to religious, charitable, scien-tific andeducational uses in the Commonwealth at present exemptunder the law; and it is estimated that this exempted property, iftaxed, would yield some 543,000d01s annually. This sumIjoks large,but distributedamong the countries, cities and towns, with a share tothebtate,Ifancy it would not much affect the rateof taxation. Itwould give the taxgatherers a larger field to work in, extend taxationovera widerarea, and that is all. Itwould take a few less cents ordollars out ofonepocket, and a few more dollars and cents out ofanother— the same men in either case would bear the burdens ofGovernment, andpny the bills. Ifyou haveamillion dollars to raisexna given communityby taxation, you may tax theproperty that youtax to-day, you way tax everythingin the shape of property, visible orinvisible;inthe former case the aggregate ofproperty taxed will besmall, but the rate of taxation will be high;in the latter case theamount ofproperty will be large and the rate low. What differencewill itmake P Will therebe any more or any less property;or willyou raise or need any more or less revenue? Double the valuationofall thepropertyinthe State to-day, and reduce the rate of taxationone-half— will youcheat anyman into the belief that thepeoplearetwice as rich andonly half as heavily taxed as before? You cannotmake propertyby a stroke of the pen. But it is said that such anargumentas this isa fallacy, because,after all, there are somepeople
inour midst whopay taxes and who do not believein churches! or inthese other institutions. To show the number ofsuch persons, atten-tion has been called to the number of churches and their seatingcapacity. Itv said that in 1870 there were in Mussachusetts 1764churches, containing 882,000 seats, and one petitioner triumphantlyremarked that many of those churches were not half filled during
services. Well,Idon'tknow what churches he refers to. He cer-tainly eanuotbe acquainted with mine. Ican bring him tochurcheswuhin whose walls three times ormoreon everySunday more peopleworship than can find seats. No Catholic church in this Common-wealth ishalflarge enough to hold thepeoplewho worshipin it. Thenumber of seatsv churches by no means represents the number ofbelievers. Thenumber of seats is four-sevenths of our population.While some churches may have empty seats at their single Sundayservice, others arecrowdedtwicennd thrice andfourtimes. Moreoverthe necessities of modern civilisationcompel the employment on Sun-day of a greatnumber ofour population. Others who professreli iondonot ot cannot attendservices. Add to these theaged, the infirm,and those of tender years who occupy no seats in the churches,andyou mate «p nearly the whole inhabitantsof the State. Tax-paversand the supporters of churches and institutions which Ihave named
n"
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m]¥ af-BaChußettß '. Th«Ple» "that this exemptionis anoppression ofunbelieversplea for justice to infidels. How manyXfrt,! aY6
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re?. What ProPerty do they own? What taxesdo they pay? Wherein are they injured by the law as it stands?f«" ProPer°."eßfProPer°."eBfionß, but you will havenoanswer for «horn.The movement is avowed to be ar. infidelmovement;anotherphase of which one of the speakers called "The conflict betweenfemSSl* tJ? # ,tWee"
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th?ol°Bical8ical fy"»y and Republicanequahty. The Church stands in the wayof those gentlemen. Intheir opinionchurches are anuisance. The true doctrineis "" Libertyequality frate.nity." Their ideas sometimes geta free range, becomechrTstahzed into acts, endParismakes a bonfire, in the light of whichthese zealous patriots send a few score of useless churchmen intoetermty,and fraternally sack the city to emphasise tbeii- doctrines.Wheresoever you find them, andunder whatsoevername,you will finddisturbers, howeversmall their numbers. Thus far inAmeria theyhave done but little open violence. In New York the Internationalhas not been a success, because the police and m.litary are strong.fl [T " re'

lan.1
an.elsewhere, they havedone what they havebeen able to dom the direction of disorder. They are the enemy ofsocial order and religion in every form. Doyou wonder that theyZ^-rp^ !!

yy°U
*° ta,ke S deParfu"i* State policy in theirdirection ? They do not atk all they want, but they ask all theyth.nk they canget. If they thought your temper wouldgo thelengthof burning the churches aud making religion an outlaw, they wouldnot hesitate toask for it. Ihave.said that these« freethinker!» havebeenreinforced by others who profess tobe Christians. One of theseChristians, m response to a questionfrom a member of theCom-mittee, boldly answered that the commonschool is a greater conserva-tor ofmoral, than theChurch-thafc educationwithoutreligionmikesa better citizen than religion without education. Hence he wouldfoster the common school and discourage the Church. Ileave thedocSeSwst tbiS C°mmittee t(> What W» d ° f <***»

This is amovement for "equality." Mr Chairman, we oftenhearSji^XfT?,On thafe W° l'd-, We are told th"«t^ constitutiondeclares that ''all men areborn freeand equal. If they are,how lewremain so! lhoreisno such thing on thid earth asperfect equalityin these things. Equuliiyi8i8the dream of the socialist-anditis onlya dream. But thesemendo not go the full length of their doctrinem taxation. They do not propose to disturb the exemptionof cattle,horses, sheep and swine under a certain age, the property to theamountofsoodolß.of an unmarried female, the property ofa femaleminor to the amount of lOOOdols., income to tha amount of 2000dolshousehold furniture wearing apparel,mechanics' tools and farmingutensils. Why not? Are these things not property? If thesfgentlemen aw togive us "just and equal» taxation, letushave it inSlfj
«"7T& UrD atPf/^P18 of can any ofitescape ?Why spare the scant earnings ofthepoor, thesmall patrimony oftheorphan,the sewing machine of the seamstress, the tools or utensils ofthe workmgmen? Ifthey can'tafford topay taxes for theirpropertythe proper thing w to divideit aroundamong the good people who

Fifteenhundred newjounalshare beenregisteredinFrancedaringthelast threeyears. .
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