
Her Majesty,said theArchbishop, is a "just sovereign." Could
higher praise thanthatbe given to any ruler ? She is the first Eng-
lish sovereign to whom, for the past300 years,Catholics could award
suchpraise. The manner in which the toust was received on thishappy occasion showed that tho hearts of Bishop Redwood's guests
werebrimful of themost affectionate loyalty to Her Majesty and the
reigning family. These loyalsentiments arano doubt fully shared inby the readers of the Tablet, in common with all other Catholicsthroughout Her Majesty's widely-extended dominions. If the greatbody of the Catholic Bubjects of the Protestant Sovereignsof Englandhavein time past, from a sentiment of religiousduty,held fast to theirloyalty, as they did in temporal affuirs, even when they were beinwtreated by Government with injustice and remorseless cruelty, howmuch morenow must they be attached to the reigning sovereign— thejust andgood Queen Victoria? What a contrast does the conductof
Queen Victoria afford to that of the German Emperor in the treat-ment of his Catholic subjects! Nay, what a contrast between herconduct and that of a portion

—
though but a small portion— of her

own subjects, whom Archbishop described as "firebrands and mad-men," ready to set fire to the four corners of the Empire, if thereby
they could only destroy the Catholic Church. There may be a fow
misguided though well-meaning Catholics who cherish disloyal senti-
ments to Her Majesty's throne;but who are they ? Not, certainlythemen whohabitually frequent the Sacraments, or who show a de-voted feelingof loyalty to the Church of which they profess to beobedientchildren. They'aremen whomno one wouldlike to trustinany affair of consequence, whether domestic,social, orpolitical.

Not only is Queen Victoria just to her Catholicsubjects,but the"peopleof England
"

at large also now show amanifest inclination tobefriendus. Theyhe.ar us patiently. Anti-Catholic prejudices arefast disappearing in England, in spiteof the strenuous efforts ofa few" firebrands
"

tokeepalive and fan into a furious blaze a feelinw ofdistrustand hatred towards Catholics. The mad firebrandsare few ivnumber. They find, however, some influential representatives in thePress,Parliament, and thePulpit,and elsewhere. In spite of thatthe Archbishop says emphatically "he fears themnot," Tbeir powertoinjure us is not greatnow,and it is.becoming less and less everyyear. For this happy andcheeringstate of things in England we areindebtedinnosmall degree to the influence which his Grace himselfexercises over
"

the imperial race "
of Englishmen of high and lowdegree. He is an Englishman, andaLondoner. Hoknows theEng-

lish temper well. The English of all ranks— the poor especially—know, appreciate,and trust him. Great,as the virtues of the Catholicecclesiastics of other countries may be;powerfulas maybe the influ-ence which such virtues are calculatedto exercise,and no doubthaveexercised andstill produce on theEnglish mind andheart j yet Arch-bishopManning, from the merecircumstance of his being anEnglish-
man, andhaving at a former periodof his life been a dignitary in the
Established Church, Ibelieve has produced and is still producing inEngland an impression on the feeliugs of the Protestauts masses infavor of the Catholic religion, such as no "alien "

could produce,thoughpossessedof equal or evengreaternatural talents andsuperiorChristian graces compared withhis. What Archbishop,Manning hassaid of therelation in which Catholics in England stand to tkeir be-lovedQueen, and to thenoble Saxon race generally,applies ina great
measure tous iaNew Zealand. IfVictoria be a just Queen,SirJamesFergusson, her representativehere, is also a justjust Governor: just toall, andjust toCatholicsmore especially,because they moreespecially
needhis protection. We have seen him on a recent occasion standpublicly forward to defend them froma groundlessaspersioncast upon
themby a respectableandinfluential portionoftheir Protestant fellowChristians, at a Bible Society meeting in Auckland

—
an aspersion

whichyear after year is repeatedinone form oranother at the annualmeetings of this society,and which is contained in almost everyreli-gious publicationor
"

tract
"

whichissues from the ProtestantPress of
England. The calumnyIrefer to is that which falsely accuses Hie
Roman CatholicChurch of having auathematised the Bible,add pro-Hbited the laity by auniversal law to read the sacred volume. SirJames saidhe could find no warrantin history for such an assertion.
He considered the object of theBible Society was notlikely to be for-
wardedby speakersof Bible Society meetings casting unmeritedand
injurious aspersionsonRomanCatholics. It is to be hopedallPro-testant zealots, and theProtestantclergy and Press generally in NewZealand, willprofit by this mild reprooffrom the lips of Her Majesty'srepresentative. Ifthere be " firebrands "

in England who at any
sacrifice of the public interests would set CatholicandProtestant by
the ears by inflaming the religious animosity of both by means the
most unscrupulous,by statements either utterly false or grossly dis-
torted exaggerated,we have the sameor a similar class of men here in
New Zealand. Theconductors of theDunedin,Auckland, and Can-terbury Press, and MrLawyer Barton knowwell to whomallusion is
here made. They would not, perhaps, set fire to the four comersof
New Zealand,if only they could thereby destroy the CatholicChurch,
which they now see conquering on all hands, though they might go a
great way in that direction. But"we fear themnot." Fortunately,
though they have abundance of types and printing presses and glib
tongues, they do not carry with them the feelings of the thoughtful,
well-educated, audgenerous portion of the New Zealand Protestantpublic. Their influence, it must be admitted, is still considerable.They have still power to harm us, and are not slow to use that
pow*er;butitis ou thewane. New Zea andCatholics have their own
apathy and tamo, abject spirit, in a greatmeasure, to blame for being
somuch at themercy of their inemies. Let them register andevery-
where unitein sulf-defeace, liki, freemen, who know their duty andare
Iresolved toperformit. Instead of doing this, they squabble among
1 themselves,allow theivenemies to divide and. consequently to conquer

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
Parliament was opened at 2 o'clock on the 3rd, the muster of
representativesbeing very limited, only thirteen members having as-
sembled in the Legislative Council, and thirty-five in the House of
Representatives. The Premier laid a batch of papers on the table,
chiefly regardingImmigration, and including copies ot the Handbook
of New Zealand. He also introduced a bill to abolish imprison-
ment for debt, which was reaJ a first time. Mr Vogel explained to
the House that the reason of Mr McLean's absence was thathe had
left Wellington under the impression that Parliament wouldnot as-
semble before the 16th July,and that he would bo sure to be in his
place before that time. Messrs Gibbs and Montgomery, new mem-bers, were introduced, and took the oaths and their seats. Anumber
of notices ofmotions weremade, and theHouse adjourned till the 7th.
The following is theSpeech, deliveredby His Excellency the Governor,
on opening the Session :—: —
honoubable legislative councillors and gentlemen op theHottseofRepbesentatives,—
Ihave recourse with pleasuretoyour advice and assistance.
The marriageof his Royal Highness the Dukeof Edinburgh with

her Imperial Highness the Grand Duchess Marie of Russia seems to
me anoccasion upon which you will be glad to express to her Majesty
your congratulations, andmy advisers will submit to youaddresses for
the purpose.

Since theprorogationof the GeneralAssemblyIhave visited most
of the provinces, andhave taken every opportunity inmy power of
acquainting myself with the circumstances of the wholecountry, I
am glad to have,in the course of my tours and visits,become known
to a greatnumber of inhabitnnts, andhave had thepleasure of view-ing the greatnatural resources of New Zealand;aud theconsiderable
progress already made in their development everywhereis an evidenceof comfort and contentment among the colonists, while in thosedistricts, in which Europeans and natives are mingled there are
gratifying signs ofmutual confidence, and even ofregard.

The public works sanctioned byyou have been prosecuted with
theutmosb vigour which the resources at the command of the PublicWorksDepartmentpermitted.

The number of immigrants introduced into the country haslargely increased. Papers willbo laidbefore you from which you willgather all the circumstances in connection with the selections andpassages of the immigrants, and the views of the Governmentthereon.You will also learn with pleasure that, without impairing their ownresponsibility toParliament,ray advisershavemade arrangements with|
theProvincial Governments to aid in locating and settling theimmi-grants on their arrival in the colony.

The contract, ably negotiated by Mr Russell on behalf of thecolony, by which New Zea'and, in conjunction with Net/ SouthWales,has again established a mail packet service with the mother
country,by way ot the United States, will be laid before you. Owingto a delay inobtaining the ratificationofthe Parliamentof New SouthWales, no effect has yet been given to the agreement approvedby you
last yearbetween the colonies ofNew South Wales, Queensland,andNew Zealand, for establishing telegraphic communication betweenNew Zealand and Australia, and between Queenslandand Singapore.The approval of the Parliament of New South Wales, which hasrecently readied this Government, will, it his hoped, enable measures
to be shortly taken to promote a communicationso important to this
colony.

The general prosperity which prevails throughout the country
willbe a gratifyingproof to youofthe wisdom oftheprovisions which
youhave made for at the same time increasing the population,and theenlargement of and putting to profitable uses the resources of the
colony.

The continued peaceful relations with the native race, and thedisposition which the Maoris evince to recognise in your policy adesire to promote the interests of both races, are subjects calculated
to afford you theutmost gratification.
Gentlemen op theHouse ofKepeesentatives,

The veryconsiderable increase in the revenue will give youcon-fidence incontinuing the great public works of the colony, andinex-pending mon<-y upon immigration.
Honourable Legislative Councilloe3 and Gentlemen of theHouseop Repeesentatives,—
Iam pleased to assure youof the continued success ofthe Govern-ment system oflife assuranceandannuities. The time has come wlvnit is desirable you should stamp upon this institution the unselfishnatureof the motives which called it into existence, by deciding torelinquish to those who,by using it, have respondedto your desire tocultivate provident habits, the profits which may arise from it^ Mvadvisers will submit to youa measure which will containprovision forperiodically allotting to thepolicyholders such profits asmay bo con-sideredsafely divisible. J

Papers may be presentedto you which will enable you to judgethat my advisers consider that thePolynesian Islands, their civilisa-tion, commerce,and forms of government present aproblemof greatinterest and importance to this colony.
Measures will be submitted to provide an additional electionqualification, tocreate and conserveState forestsas colonial propertytoprovide a means for guarding against difficulties wnich may arise inconsequence of continued differences of opinion between the twobranches of the Legislature, and tomakeprovisionfor various require-ments ofa more or less pressing nature. The urgent demands upontkeir adnnnstrative attention, consequenton the rapidprogress of thocolonyand the many matters to which that progress makes promotattentiondesirable, lead my advisers to think itexpedientnot to invitelegislation upon questions whichdonot press for immediatesolution
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dangerous to Christian faith, likely toengenderaud encourage infidel
Tiews in the long run. He is a cool hand;a clear-headed man, and
likely tomake a strongimpression on thepublic mind if lie will only
persevere. He isa thoroughScot. Pity youhadnot such a one in
Dunedin.

THE QUEEN, GOD BLESS HER!
Youereaders must have perused with great pleasure and no little
pride the speech of Archbishop Manning, when giving the Queen'shealth at the dinner on the oscsision of the consecration of theHigh?
Rev.Dr. Redwood.
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