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dangerous to Cliristinn faith, likely to engender and encourage infldel
views in the long run. He is n cool hand ; & elear-headed man, and
likely to malke a strong impression on the public mind if he will only
persevere. He is a thorough Seot. Pity you had not such a one in
Dunedin,

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

PARLIAMERT was opened at 2 o'clock on ths 8ed, the muster of
representatives being yery limited, only thirteen members having as-
sembled in the Legislative Council, and thicty-five in the House of
Representntives. The Premier 1nid a bateh of papers on the table,
chiefly regarding Immigration, and including eapies ot the Handbook
of New Zealand, Ho also introduced a bill to abolish imprisan-
ment for debt, which was read a first time. My Vogel explained to
the House that the reason of Mr McLean’s absence was that he had
left Wellington under the impression that Parliament would not as-
semble before the 16th July, and that he would ba sure to be in his
place before that time. Messrs Gibbs and Montzomery, new mem-
bers, were introduced, and tvok the oaths and their seats. A numkter
of notices of motions were made, end the House adjourned till the 7th.
The following is the &peech, delivered by His Excellency the Governor,
on opening the Session :—

Horourasie LeeisnaritE COUNCILLORS AND GENTLEMEN OF THE

Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES, —

I have recourse with pleasure to your advice and assistance.

The marringe of his Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh with
her Imperial Highness the Grand Duchess Marie of Russia seama to
me an oceasion upon which you will be glad to cxpress to her Majesty
your congratulations, and my advisers will snbmit to you addresses for
the purpose.

Bince the provogation of the Greneral Assembiy I have visited most
of the provinces, and have faken every opporbunity in my power of
acquainting myself with the circumstances of the whole country, I
am glad to have, in the course of my tours and visits, become known
to o preat number of iulabitants, and have had the plepsure of vjew-
ing the great natural resources of New Zenland ; and the considerable
progress already made in (heir development everywhere is an evidence
of comfort and contentinent amovg the colonists, while in those
distriets, in which Euvopeans und natives sre mingled there are
gratifying signs of mutual confidence, and even of regard,

The public works savctioned by you have been prosecuted with
the utmost vigour which the resources ut the command of the Public
‘Works Department permitied.

The number of immigrants introduced into the country has
largely inereased. Papers will be luid before you from which you will
gather all the cirenmstances in connection with the selections and
passages of the immigrants, and the views of the Government thereon,
You will also learn with pleasure that, without impairing their own
respensibility to Parliament, my advisershave made arrangements with
the Provineial Governments to aid in locating and settling the immi-
grants on their arrival in the colony.

The contract ably negotiated by Br Russell on behalf of the
colony, by which New Zea'and, in eonjunction with New South
Wales, has again established a mail preket service with the mother
country, by way ot the United States, will be laid before you. Owing
to a delay in obtaining the ratifieation of the Parlinment of New South
Wales, no effeet has yet been given to the agreement approved by you
last year botween the colonies of New South Wales, Queensland, and
New Zewlaud, for establishing telegraphic communication between
New Zealand and Australia, end between Queensland and Bingapore,
The mpproval of the Parlinment of New South Wales, which has
recently reactied this Govermment, will, it bis hoped, enable measures
to be shortly taken to promots a communication so important to this
colony.

The general prosperity which prevails throughout the country
will be » gratifying proof to you of the wisdom of the provisions which
you have made for at the same time inereasing the population, and the
enlargement of and putting to profitable uses the resources of the
colony. '

The continned peaceful relations with the native race, and the
disposition which the Muoris eviuee to recognise in your policy a
desire to promote the interests of both races, are subjects calculated
to uiford you the utmost gratifieation,
GENILEMEN OF TUE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,—

The very considernble increase in the revenue wi
fidenee in continuing the great public works of the co
pendirg money upon immigration.

HoxounanikE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS AND GENTLEMEN OF THE

House OF RePHFSENTATIVES, —

I am pleased ta assure you of the continued sneeess of the Govera-
ment systere of life asaurance and aonuities. The time hasg come when
it is desirable you should stamp upon this iustitution the naselfsh
nature of the motives which called it into existence, by deciding to
relinquish to those who, by using it, have responded to your desire to
cultivate provident lubits, the profits which may avise from it. My
advisers will submit to yéu & measure which will contain provision for
periodically allotting to the policyholders such profits as may be con-
sidered salely divisible.

Papers may be presented to you whizh will enable
that my advisers consider that the Polynesian Tslanda,
tion, commerce, and forms of government
interest and imvortsnce to this colony.

Meapures will be submitted to provide an additional election
qualification, to create and conserve State forests ag colonial property
to provide a means for guarding against dilficulties woich may arise iI;
consequence of continued differences of .opinion between  the two
branches of the Legislature, and to make provision for various require-
ments of a more or less pressing nature. The urgent demands upon
their adminstrative attention, consequent on the rapid progress of tho
colony and the many matters to which that progress makes prompt
attention desirable, lead my advisers to thiank it expedient not to invite
legislation wupon questions which do 1ot press for immediate solution,

Il give you con-
lony, and in ex-

you to judge
their civilisp-
present & problem of great

THE QUEEN, GOD BLESS HER!

Your renders must have perused with great pleasure and no little
pride the speech of Archbishop Manning, when giving the Queen’s
health at the dinner on the ozcusion of the consecration of the Righy
Rev. Dr. Redwood.

Her Majosty, said the Archbishop, is a *just soversign.”  Could
higher praise than that be given to any ruler? She is the first Eng-
lish sovereign to whom, for the past 300 yeors, Catholics could award
such praise. The manuer in which the toust was received on this
bLappy occasion showed that the liearta of Bishop Redwood's guests
were brimful of the most afectionate loyalty to Her Majesty and the
reigning family. 'These loyal sentiments ara no doubt fully shared in
by the readers of the Tamner, in common with all other Cathelics
throughout Her Majesty’s widely-extended dominions. If the grent
body of the Catholic subjects of the Protestant Sovereigns of England
have in time past, from o sentiment of religious duty, held fast to their
loyalty, as they did in temporal nffuirs, even when they were heing
treated by Grovernment with injustice and remorseless cruelty, how
much more now must they be attached to the reigning sovereign--the
just and good Queen Victorin P What 2 contrast does the conduct of
Queen Victoria afford to that of the German Emperor in the freat-
ment of lis Cutholic subjects! Nay, what a contrast bebween her
conduct and that of a portion—though but a amall portion—of her
own subjects, whom Archbishop described as * firebrands and mad-
men,” ready to set five to the four corners of the Empire, if thereby
they conld only destroy the Catholic Church, There may be a fow
misguided though well-meaning Catholica who cherish dizlayal senti-
ments to Her Majesty’s theone ; but who are they P Not, certainly,
the men who habitunlly frequent the Sacraments, or who show o de.
voted feeling of loyalby to the Church of which they profess to be
obadient children. They'are men whom no one would like to trost in
sny affair of consequence, whether domestie, social, or political,

Not only is Queen Victorin just to her Catholie subjects, but the
“ people of England” at large alse now show a manifest jnclination to
befriend us. They hoar ua patiently.  Anti-Catholic prejudices are
fast disappearing in Hngland, in spite of the strenuous efforts of a fow
" firebrands ™ to keep alive and fan into a furious blaze a feeling of
distrust and hatred towards Catholies. The mad firebrands are fow in
number. They find, however, some influential representatives in the
Press, Parltament, and the Pulpit, and elsewhere. In spite of that,
the Archbishop says emphatically © he fears them not,” Pheir power
to injurs us is not great now, and it is. becoming less and less avery
yoar. For vhis lmp})y and cheering state of things in Bugland woe ave
indebted in no small degree to the inflaence which his Grace himself
exercises over “the imperial race” of Englishmen of high and low
degree, e is an Englishman, and & Londoner. Ho knows the Kuog-
lish temper well The English of all ranks—ths poor especially—
know, appreciate, and trust him. Great as the virtues of the Catholic
eculesiastics of other countries may be ; powerful as may be the influ~
ence which such virtues are calculnted to exercise, and no doubt have
exercised and still prodace on the English mind and heart ; yob Avch.
bishop Manning, from the mere circumstance of his being an English-
muan, and having ab a former period of his life been a dignitary in the
Estoblished Church, I believe ins produced and is still producing in
England an impression on the feelings of the Protestauts masses in
favor of the Catholic religion, such as no *alien™ could produce,
though possessed of equal or even greater naturat taleats and superior
Cluistian graces compared with his. What Archbishop Manning hag
snid of the relation in which Catholics in England stond to their be.
loved Queen, and to the uoble Saxon race generally, applies in a great
measare to us in New Zoaland. If Victorin be a just Queen, Sir James
Fergusson, her representative heve, 15 also o just Governor: just to
all, and just to Catholics more especially, because they more especially
need his protection. We have seen him on a recent occasion stand
publicly forward to defend them from a groundless aspersion oast upon
them by a reapeciable and influentinl portion of their Protestant fellow
Christians, at a Bible SBociety meeting in Auckland—an agpersion
which yeur after year 18 repeated in one form or another at the annual
meetings of this society, and which is contnined in almest every reli-
gious publication or “tract * which issues from the Protestant Press of
Eogland, The columny I vefer to is that which falsely necuses the
Roman Catholic Church of having auathematised the Bible, nad pro-
tibited Lhe laity by a universal law to read the sacred volume. Sir
James said he could find no warrant in history for such an assertion,
He considered the object of the Bible Society was not likely to be for-
warded by speskers of Bible Society meetings cnsting unmerited and
injurious sspersions on Boman Catholics, It is to be hoped all Pro-
testant zealots, and the Protestant clergy and Press generally in New
Ziealand, will profit by this mild reproof from the lips of Her Majesty’s
vepresentative. If there be “fircbrands” in England who at an
sacrifice of the public interests would set Oatholie and Protestant by
the ears by inflaming the religious animosity of both by mezns the
most unscrupulous, by statements either utterly false or grossly dis-
torted exaggerated, wa have the sume or a similar elass of men here in
New Zealand. The conductors of the Dunedin, Aucklend, and Can-
terbury Press, and My Lawyer Barton know well to whom allusion is
here made. They would not, perbaps, set fire to the four cormers of
New Zealand, if only they could thereby destroy the Oatholic Church,
which they now see conquering on ull hands, though they might go a
great way in that direction.  But “swe fear them not,” ~Fortuuately,
though they have abundance of types and printing presses andg glib
tongues, they do not carry with them the feelings of the thoughtfal,
well-educated, aud generous portion of the New Zealand Protestant
public. Their influence, it must be admitted, is still considerable.
They have still power to harm ns, and are uot slow to use that
power ; but it is on the wane. Wew Zea and Catholics have their gwn
apathy sud tame, abject spirit, ‘n a great measure, to blame for being
50 much at the wevey of their i nemios. Let them register and every-
where unite in salf-defeace, like freemen, who koow their duty and ara
| resolved to perfors it  Instend of deing this, they squabble among
| themselves, allow theiv enemies to divide and consequently to gonguer




