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without an exception, pledged themselves to secure the
people’s land to the people. But these pledges remain unful-
filled to thizs day. True, land has been sold pretty exten-
#ively—Otogo lately disposed of one fine block of 45,000
acres to one capitalist, a --millionaire ; and Canterbury, not to
be.outdone in establishing, even in the infancy of the Colony,
an exceedingly rich landed aristocracy, bas sold Hundreds of
thousands of jounds’ worth of her best land, to wealthy run-
holders and other capitalists. Menntime the people who ure
hungering for land, thas they may cultivate it, so that it
might feed men instead of beasts, eannot get arcod. To be
sure, now and then, and here and there a spurt is made, as in
Otago, where a few acres are offered on deferred’ payments,
But the value of the spurt may be estimated from the fact,
that in very many instances, for one section there are ten
applicants. ,Still, there are millions of acres of the Waste
Lands of the Crown, paying a few pence an acre, and enabling
4 few to amass weelth at the expense of the many. .
But who are principally to blame? Why the people
themselves who have the remedy in their own hands, and yet
allow themselves, to be jockeyed out of their rights by a few
clever, scheming peliticians, The electors themselves are
most to blame ; they have the power to redress their griev-
ances; and they negleet to do po. Itis hardly tobe wondered
at, then, that they find themselves deceived and wronged by
the very men who 50 charmingly wooed and won their sweet
voices on election days, Though we regret the deception for
the sake of the community at large, wa certainly cannot
entertain much sympathy for the dupes, so often warned, and,
after all, so often victimised, If the electors at the next
general cloction would send their present representatives
about their business, and entenst their destinies to new hands,
yomething might be done, But there is not much hope of
this. Clap-trap and beer are as yet, we fear, too powerful,
Then there is the vexed question of edneation. Mr Voger
will, no doubt, introduce to the consideration of legislators
his rejected Bill of last Session,—the Bill’ which has been
rightly designated ““The Duplicity Education Bill,”” which
takes away with one hand what it bestows with the other H
which settles nothing, and enables Provineial anthorities and
Councils to perpetrate the greatost injustice. The only effect
of this Bill—~as, indeed, of all laws establishing secular edn-
cation —will be the destruction of Faith, which according to
all deep thinkers, from Cloarre to Joun Broame Mirr, is the
ruin of civil soeiety. In the present Parliameunt, Denomi-
nationalists sve powerless. Madpess has seized the Lour, and
Is running rict. The voiee of reason is unheeded for the
present. It is our daty, therefors, in common with 2ll who
value religion, and believe in Christianity, to take note of the
doings and sayings of modern Pagans—the Seeularists of the
age—lest by our help, conuivance, or neglect, we make our-
selves in any way responsible for the re-election of these men.
"Tlre Catholic who votes for a Seenlarist incurs a grave re-
sponsibility indeed.
We have Jately hieard a great deal in denunciation of a
Catholic block vote, and threats have been freely used, We
have been told that such a proceeding on our past will lead
tv reprisals, and that no Catholic candidate will be returmed
to the next Parliament, Well, what then ! In such an event
shall we be worse off than ws are at present?  How many
real Catholics are there in the present Parliament? How
many genuine Catholics would bave the ghost of a chance of
being returned for any constituency in ull New Zealand?
Let echo anzwer. Men who, whilst calling themselves Catho-
Hes, disgrace the name by disloyalty to the Church, disobedi-
ence of her laws, contempt of her warning, and disrespect of
her ministers, might have a chance of election here and there ;
but no Catholic who practises his religion, and is loyal to the
Church, dare even stand on any hustings in the Colony.
What, then, ean we lose by fidelity to our prieiples ?
Nothing, that we can see.  But, on the other hand, we can
gain a grest deal ; we can, by manfully acting ap to our princi-
ples, gain the respect and sympathy of honest men of all classes
and religions, and rid ourselves of the ineubus of worthless men

in the garb of Catho.ies.  Suppose a wan, calling himself a
Catholie, but who never en

ters u Catholic Church, never re-
ceives a Sacrament, never stands up for a Catholic princip'e,
“who—on the coutrary—goes about Jike o poor, paltry coward
amnongst his non-Catholic friends, whining over the tyranny
of ibe Pope, the unreasonableness: of the priests, their want
of kuowiedge of the world—ahove all, of Caloninl polities,
and raises his hands in horror at the bare mention of the
name of that firebrand-—Bishop Monax ; suppese, we'say.
such a mau should be returned for a constitoeney, of whai
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use, of what importauce, would such a return be to us Catho-
lics? Why such a representative would be a disgrace to us,
our opprobrium, a scanda) to all ; and, depend upon it, before
long, as he has already sold his religion, honor, and man-
kood for the poor honor of a seat in 4 Colonial Legislature,
20 he would soon sell his constituents of all deneminationg,
No; let Catholic voters rest assured they cannot possibly lose
anything really worth having by being men, and true t0 their
principles ; whereas, on the, otber Land, they cannot but’ gain
a great deal that is well worth having,
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THE SAN FRANCISCO MAIL

Tus City of Adelaide with the B
land on the night of the 26th ult., five days over her contract
time, The delay was cceasioned by the detention of the
Mikado four days at S8an Francisco awaiting the amival of
the Atlantic steamer, and a subsequent loss of tiie through
some disarrangement of her tubes between Honelulu and
Kandavu, The intelligence received by the mail is of 2 more
than usually melancholy character, the record of the month’s
disaster and destruction &f life being greater than that chro.
nicled for some time past, Both in the Old World and in the
New the calamities have been so numerous and so heart-
rending that even in this far off land, removed by time and
distance, we cannot read the particelars without being
sorely distressed at the miseries and misfortune, to whieh,
heppily, we are such strangers. In England a violent hurri.
‘¢cans and thunderstorm had passed over London and the \id-
land counties, scattering death and destruction in its withering
blast ; then we have the usual monthiy item in the shape of

a railway collisioz;, in which wpwards of forty persons wers
more or less maimed for Jife :

; and as if to complete the
chapter of misfortunes, we read that grave fears are entertained

for the safety of a steam troop ship bound from Tondon to
Madeira with a large number of passengers on board. But it
is in America that the hand of affliction seems to have fallan
the heaviast, and from all parts of the Union comes the waijl
of suffering and the cry of distress. In the North, three
villages have been swept away by the bursting of a veservoir
in Massachusetts, Tt appears the dam had béen used for
mill purposes, the employés at which lived in the valley
beneath. Suddenly and without any warning the walls of
the reservoir burst, aud the irresistibls torrent rushed upon
its work of destruction with ‘frightful rapidity. Three
villages opposing its onward course were swept away, and
nearly two hundred persons hurricd into eternity. The re-
port of the catastrophe is of a most appalling character,
almost all traces of the ill-futed villages have been obliter.
ated, four liundred families have bewn rendered homeless and
destitute, and property to the extent of over a million of
dollars destroyed. Trom the Crescent City alsn, an appeal
for assistance iy heard. Louisiana, situated on the banks
of the Missisippi, is subject t0 periodical inundations,
varying according to the amount of rainfall in the country
highar towarJs its source, . This year, however, the flopds
seam to have been of more than ordinary magnitude, and the
amonnt of misery and distress crusend by the destruction of
homes and property to have roached the most alarming
portions, and famine gaunt and spectral stalks abroad amongst
ita nnhappy residents. The Mayor of New Orleans, owing
to his inability to meet the calls fr food made upon
bhim by the wretched ‘inhabitants, had telegraphed to New
York for assistance in order to mitigate the horrors of famine
with which the city has been affiicted. In bis appeal he
states that forty-five thousand persons daily are being partially
relicved from the seanty fund at his disposal, and estimates
that it will require at least one million doilars to minister to
to the temporary wants of the people, and diminish the horrors
that prevail. In Asia Miner also, famine is prevailing
to an. alarming. extent, and the last reporés stated that
there were ot least one hundred deaths per day from sheer
starvation. We who live in a land of plenty, where the word
wan$ is unknown, cannot realise the mmount of sutfering and
wisery which many who Jive in less favored countries than
our own are forced at the present to undergo. From'Cagada,
we learn that enormous damage and destroetion to property
occurred through a monster ieeberg at Quehee, several large
steamers and other vassels being totaily destroyed, involving
a loss of ene million five bundred thousand pounds, but
happily with no loss of life, On the Continent of Europe the
sacrilegious’ work of spoliation and persecution still continues,
In Italy, the Glovernment, not. content with the already long
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