
We have latelyheardagreat deal in denunciation of aCatholic block vote,and threats have been freelyused. Wehave beentold that such a proceedingon our part will leadto reprisals, andthat no Catholic candidate willbe returnedto the next Parliament. Well, what then? Insuchaneventshall we be worseoff than we are at present? How manyrealCatholics are there in the present Parliament ? HowmanygenuineCatholic* would have theghost of achance ofbeing returned for any constituency iv all JNew Zealand?Let echoanswer. Men who, whilstcalling themselves Catho-lics, disgrace the nameby disloyalty to the Church, disobedi-ence of her laws, contempt of her warning, and disrespect ofher ministers, mighthave achance of electiouhere and there"
but no Catholic who practises hisreligion, andis loyal to theChurch,dare evenstand onany hustings in the ColonyWhat, then,can we lose by fidelity to our principles?Nothing, that we can see. But, on the other hand wecangama gret.t deal;wecan,bymanfully actingup toourprinci-ples,gam the respectandsympathyofhonest menof allclassesandreligions,and ridourselvesof the incubus of worthlessmenm thegarb of Cathodes. Suppose aman, callinghimself aCatholic,but who never enters a Catholic Church never re-ceives a Sacrament, never stauds up for a Catholic principewho— on the contrary— goes about likeapoor,paltry cowardamongst hisnon-Catholic friends, whining over the tyrannyof the Pope, the unreasonableness- of the priests, their wantof knowledgeof the world-above all, of Colonial politics,and raises his hands in horror at the bare' mention of thename of that firebrand— Bishop Moean; suppose, we'sayaucha mau should be returned for a constituency, of what

THE SAN FRANCISCO MAIL.
ThkCity of Adelaide with the English mailarrived at Anoh*£ W'° f the 26th Ult" five**■ovTr^ercontractSf? j r

he dflaydflay Was occasi<>ned by the detention of theMikado four daysat San Francisco awaiting the arrival ofthe Atlantic steamer, anda subsequent loss of 4eZL °hsome disarrangement of her tubes between Honolulu3Kandavu The intelligencereceived by the mailis of a raOrethanusually melancholy character, the recordof the moXsdisaster and destruction of lifebeing great* than thTciTmcled for some timepast. Bothin the Old World and in theNew the calamities have been so numerous and so hearttrading that evenin this far off land, removedby timeanddtttance, we cannot read the particulars without betngsorely distressed at the miseries and misfortune, to wbSf"«Jf "S SU.°hBtr,angerS- ln E"Sland a*ole*tWcane and thunderstorm had passed over London and the Mid-land counties,scatteringdeath anddestructioninits witheringbias ; then we have theusual monthly itemin the shape oia railwaycolhsion,in which upwards of forty p^ons we«more or less maimed for life; and as if to complete Zchapter of misfortunes,wereadthat grave fears areentertainedfor the safety of a steam troop ship bound from London toMadeira with a large number of passengers on bo.rd. Butitis m America that the hand of affliction seems tohave faUanthe heaviest,and from allparts of the Union comes tLwaSof suffering and the cry of distress. la the North threevillageshave been sweptaway by the bursting of a reservoirin Massachusetts. It appear the dam had be'en used farmill purposes the employ^ at which lived in the valWbeneath. Suddenly andwithout auy warning the wall* Ifthe reservorr burst,and the irresistible torrent rusheduponits work of destruction with frightful rapidity. Threevillaps opposing its onward cour.se were swept away,andnearly two hundred persons hurried into eternity The re-port of the catastrophe is of a most appalling charactSalmost all trace, of the ill-fated villages have bin obliSated four hundred families have beenrendered homeless anddestitute, aad property to the extent of over a million ofdollars destroyed. From theCrescent City also, an appealfor assistance is heard. Louisiana, situated on the banksot the Missis.jpp!, is subject to periodicl inundations,varyingaccording to the amount of rainfallin the country"higher towards- its source..This year,however, the floodsseem to have been of mors than ordinarymagnitude,and theamount ofWry and distress caused by the destnxS on ofhomes and property to have reached the mostalarming pro-portions,and famine gauntand spectralstalksabroad amountits unhappyresidents. The Mayor of New Orleans,oXto his inability to meet the calls f.,r food made uponhim by the> wretched inhabitants, had telegraphed toNewlork tor assistancem order tomitigate the horrors of faminewith which the city has been afflicted. In his appeThestates that forty-five thousand personsdailyarebeingpartially
thatit willrequire at least one million dollars to minister toto the temporary wantsof thepeople,anddiminish thehorrorshat prevail^ In Asia Minor also, famine is prevailingto an, alarming,extent, and the last reports stated thatthere wereat least one hun.lred deathsper day from sheerstarvation We who live ina land ofplenty, where the wordwant is unknown, cannot realise the amount of suffering andmisery which manywho Jive in less favored countries thanour own are forced at the present toundergo. From'Canadawe learn that enormous damage and destruction to propertyoccurred through a monster iceberg at Quebec, several largesteamersand other vessels being- totallydestroyed,involvinga loss of one million five hundred thousand pounds buthappily withno loss of life, On the

'Continent ofEurope thesacrilegious work of spoliationand persecutionstillcontinuesinItaly, the Government,not- content with the already long
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SV "£ at lmP°rtauce> would sucha return be to us Catho-lics t Why such arepresentative wouldbe a disgrace to usour opprobrium,a scandal to all;and, dependupon it,beforelong, as he has already sold his religion, honor, and man-nood for the poor honor of a seat in a Colonial Legislature,so he wouldsoon sellhis constituents of all denominations!No;let Catholicvotersrest assured theycannot possibly loseanythingreally worthhaving by being men, and true to theirS!;,fr °V,'*he Other Land> they cannot b«t'gama great deal that is well worthhaving.

without an exception, pledged themselves to secure the
people's land to the people. But these pledges remainunful-filled to this day. True, land has been sold pretty exten-
sively— Otago lately disposed of one fine block of 45,000
acres toonecapitalist, a— millionaire;andCanterbury,not to
be.outdone inestablishing, evenin theinfancyof the Colony,
an exceedinglyrich landedaristocracy, has sold Kundreds ofthousands of. pounds' worthof her best land, to wealthyrun-holdersand other capitalists. Meantime the people who arehungering for land, that they may cultivate it, so that itmight feed men insteadof beasts, cannot get arood. To besure,now and then,andhere and there a spurt is made, as in
Otago, whe-ea few acres are offered on deferred'payments.
But the value of the spurt may be estimated from the fact,
that in verymany instances, for one section there are tenapplicants. .Still, there are millions of acres of the WasteLandsof the Crown,paying afew pence anacre, and enabling
a few -to amass wealthat the expense of the many.But who are principally to blame? Why the people
themselves whohave the remedyin their ownhands, andyetallow themselves, to be jockeyedout of their rights bya fewclever, scheming politicians. The electors themselves are
most to blame;theyhave the power to redress their griev-ances, and theyneglect to doso. Itishardly tobe wonderedat, tben, that they find themselves deceived and wrongedbythevery men who so charmingly wooed and won theirsweetvoices on electiondays. Though weregret the deception forthe sake of the community at large, we certainly cannotentertainmuchsympathy for the dupes, sooften warned,and,
alterall, so often victimised. If the electors at the next
general election would send their present representativesabout theirbusiness,and entrust their destinies tonewhands,
something might be done. But thereis not much hope ofthis. Clap-trap andbeer are as yet, we fear, too powerful.

Then there is the vexedquestionof education. Mr Vogelwill,no doubt3 introduce to the consideration of legislators
hisrejectedBill of last Session,— the Bill' which has beenrightly designated "The ,Duplicity Education Bill," whichtakes away withone hand what it bestows with the other;which settlesnothing, and enables Provincial authorities andCouncils to perpetrate the greatest injustice. The only effectof this Bill— as, indeed,of all laws establishing secular edu-cation—will be the destruction of Faith, which according toalldeepthinkers, from Comte to John Stuart Mill,is^theruin of civil society. In the present Parliament, Denomi-nationalistsarepowerless. Madness has seized thehour, andis running riot. The voice of reason is unheeded for the"present. Itis our duty, therefore, in common withall whovalue religion,and believe in Christianity, to take note of thedoings and tayings of modern Pagans— the Seculaiists of theage— lest by ourhelp, connivance, or neglect, we make our-selvesin any way responsiblefor the re-election of thesemen.Tile Catholic who votes for a Secularist incurs a grave re-sponsibilityindeed.
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