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LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE AT HOME AND IN NEW
ZRALAND.

TRE people may well lose oonfidence in politieal leaders and news-
papers when they see Disraeli and sush newspapers as the Auckland
‘Southern Oross’ putting forth the silly and extravagent nonsense
they do, for the purpose of raising a No-Popery ery. Their efforts
will prove wain for the best of reasans : the mass of the people are too
woll edncated and too thoughtful to be gulled with such nonsense,
They know what Roman Catholios are, and what they are not, better
than Disracli or the Aucklund * Cross’ can tell them, They know that
Roman Catholics have a common interest with other denominatione
to secure justice and good government—to obtain protection for the
poor and weak agaivet the rich and strong. The people are learning
every day that the Catholic Charch is the poor man's best friend.
The fusion—politicel fusion of Roman Catholic people with other
denominstions, and s good wunderstanding between thern, will
strengthen the power of both, It is such s fusion snd good-will, and
vonfidence that the Disraeli’s and certain Auckland newspapers fear—
if we may judge from their artful efforts to create suspicion sad ill-
will among them by circulating meneational stories, or fables, about
Boman Catholics * conspiring against liberal progress and civil
society.” Conspirators—Catholio conspiracy! what awful words ; and
ow well are they calculated to tell on the minds of the ignorant and
fanatical Protestant! Disraeli and the ¢ Auckland Cross’ know well
what would likely be the consequence %o us if they conld only persuade
any considerable portion of our fellow-citizens that we a.e “ conspira-
tors ;" and our bishops and clergy ‘** sacredotal usurpers,” Tha very
fact of Dieraeli and the newspapers of the Auckland * Cross’ and
Dunedin * Star,’ and *Guardisn’ school making snch frantic attempts

- to raise u No-Popery ery, and by euch foolish stories, shows how sonsi-
ble they must be that the Catholic sanse is triumphing gloriously.
Not all the frothy declamations or ennning of Disraeli can now arrest
the propress of Cetholic sentiments throughout the British dominions,
He, and hia satellites in the Press, great and small, may as well give
in at once sud “go over to Rome.” The spirit of the age will force them
either into Catholicism or Atheism in the end-—there is no middle
eourse. Home Rule for Ireland is at hand ; even the London * Times'
hae come to seo that and is resigned. A great university in Dublin,
suother in London under the ausapices of learned ecclesiastics, and
vople and wealthy English and Irish Catholic laymen—thess are
events which are * easting their shadows before them,” and emphatie-
ulty contradicting the fables in the Auckland ‘ Cross’ and other news-
papers of this colony about the Catholic Church being hostile to
““liberal progress ;” to all improvement in morale, politics, art, Beience,
and literaturs, Shame on such slanderers !

THE CREEDS OF THE CHIEF COUNTRIES.

A# it in of interert at; the present time to know the relative proportions
of the creeds of the woild, and the proportion of religious liberty
granted by the verious Governments, wa have copied the following
article from the * Boston Pilot, by whick journsl the facts and figures
from the latest official sources have been compiled :—

The German esnsus of December 1, 1871, showed the religious
division of the population of all the States composing the German
Empire as follows :—Frotestants, 25,581,709 ; Catholics, 14,867,091 ;
Christian seots of varions denominations, 197,553 ; and Jews, 512,171,
In Pruasin, 85 per cent. of the people were Proteatants, and 83} per
oent. Catholice ; while in Bavaria, 74 per cent. were Qatholics, and
27} per cent. Protestants, In the Reichsland of Alsace-Lorraine, 80
per cent. of the inhabitants were Catholics, snd 17§ per cent. Protes-
tan

t.

The State religion of Austria is Catholic; but thers is complete
toleration for all religions. Aceording to the returns of last census,
rather move thon 66 per cent. of the inhabitants of the Empire wers
Catholics, while of the remainder, 11 per cent. were Gresk Catholics,
10 per cent. Protestants, and 9 per cent. Byzantive Greeks,

In Belgium, the Catholic religion is professed by nearly the entire
population of upwards of 5,000,000. The Protestants do not amount
to 13,000, while the Jews number less than 1500, Full religious
liberty is granted by the Constitution, and part of the income of the
clergymen of all denowinations is paid from the national treasury.
The amount thus granted in the budget of 1870, was 4,565, 200 francs
to Catholie priests ; 69,336 francs to Protestant ministers; and 11,220

Wyrancs to Jews ; being at the rate of 1 {rane per hesd for the Catholics,
of & francs per head for the Protestonts, and of 74 francs for the Jews.

The established religion in Denmark is Lutheran, with full reli-
gious toleration. In 1870 there were only 1857 Cstholies in the
sountiry.

The population of France, by tle census of 1872, consisted of
35,497,235 Catholics, 511,621 Protestants, 45,050 Jews, and 49,065 of
other persuasions, All religions are equal by law, and the Catholica,
Protestants and Jews have State allowances. In France there are 17
Catholic Archbishops, 62 Bishops, 193 Vicars-General, 723 canons,
3521 curds, and 31,669 curates.

The established Chuarch in England is Protestant Episcopal,
The Queen 18 by law the supreme gaversnor of the Church, possessing
the right to nominate Archbishops and Bishops. It is estimated that
in 1871, there were in England 12,700,000 members of thie Established
Church, leaving about 11,000,000 to other creeds. There were 146
religiovs denomiuations in ¥ngland in 1871. The number of Catholics
in Eungland is estimated at 2,060,000, There are thirteen high
dignitaries of the Charch in England and Wales, namely, one Arch.
bichop and twelve Bishops, presiding over as many dioceses, united in
the Province of Westminster. In Scotland the Catholic Church hag
one Archbighop and two Bishops, presiding over three *f districts **—
tha Eastern, Western and Northern. The number of Catholics is not
given in the last census ; but it must be very considerabls.

The census of Ireland, taken on April Srd, 1871, stated that there

were 4,141,933 Catholies ; 683,205 Protestant Episcopalians ; 568,238
Presbyterians ; 41,815 Methodists 3 4,485 Independents; 4,643 Bap-
tists ; 8,843 Quakers ; 258 Jews; and 19,03F individuals of other per-
bunsions, Jreland has four archbishops and twentg-eight bishopa.
The province of Armagh has nine dioceacs, the provinos of Dublin has
four, the province of Cashelhas eight, and the province of Tuam has
saven,

The State religion of Gireece is the Greek Orthodox Church ; the
only dissenters from which are 24,000 Catholics in the seaport towna.
Complete tolerntion of religious croeds 1a guaranteed, Nominally the
Greek clergy owe allogianes to the Patriarch of Constantinople, who is
elected by the bishopa, subject to the Bultan of Tarkey-

In Italy the  Statuto fandamentale del Regng,” enacus that * the
Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion is the woe roligion of the
State.” By the terms of Victor Emmanual’s decree of Qct. 9, 1870,
which deolares that “ Rome and the Roman Proyinges shall constitute
e integral part of the Kingdom of Ttaly,” thisstatute is loft unattered,
und tke Pope is constituted supreme head of the Church, formally
preserving his former dignities Bs & reigning prince. In 1871, the
ceneus showed that 99% per cent. of the population of Italy was
Catholic, while the small remainder were returned as Protestants and
Jews. There nre 49 Archbishops and 198 bishops in Italy, with o
fotal number, in 1865, of 28,991 religious persons—that is, priests,
monks, nans, ete. There are twenty-two Unjversities in Italy, some
dating back to the 12th centary.

The Neiherlanda guarantes entire religions liberty. Tho royal
family is Protestant, and the people are nearly equally divided—Pro-
testant and Catholic

In Portugal the State religion is Catholio, with complete religiows
toleration. The number of Protestants in the country, moatly foreign-
ers, does not exceed 500,

The established religion of the Rumian BEmpire is the Greco~
Russian, officinlly called the Othodox Cathelic faith. The Bussian
Church, of which the Emperor is the head, is separate both from the
Roman and the Greck ; it denies the supremacy of the Pope and pro-
hibits the celibacy of tho clorgy, No priest can perform the spiritual
function bhefore he is married, nor after ho becomes a widower ; and
as,'by the rules of the Church, he is{not allowed to re-marry, the death:
of his wife causes the cessation of hia elerical functions, There are in
Russia nearly 500 ecathedrals, and 29,000 churches of the established
faith, in which are 70,000 scoular or parochial clereymen, There are
also abong 850 convents for men and women. The total numbser of
established clergy, of all rauks and orders, is stated at 254,000, No
Jews are allowed to setils im Ruasia proper ; but all other sersuasions
ate free, No mewber of the State Church, however, is allowed to
change his religion, and children must be brought up in the established
religion.  Catholica are very numerous in the Polisk provinces, there
being a total in European Russia of 7,209,464,

The national Church of Bpain is the Oatholie, snd the whole pop-
ulation, with the exception of about 60,000 persons, belong to the
Church. Complete raligious freedom is guaranteod by the Constitue
tion

The national Oburch of Sweden is Latheran. There were only
573 Catholics in the country in 1872. The population of Sweden is
more than a million less than that of Ireland ; but the kingdom is re-
spected and proeperous.

In Norway with a population of less than 2,000,000, there are no-
C}:tholics, 5000 persons of varvious faiths, and the remainder La-
theran,

In Switzerland, which is now so unhappily disturbed by anti-
religious agitation, the population s divided iato 59 per cent. of
Catholics, and 42 per cent. of Protestants, There are 6000 priests In
Switzerland ; and while the 44th article of the Constitution declares
that * all Christian sects are tolerated,” tha B8th asticle declares that
“ the order of Jesuits is rigorously excluded from every puart of the
Repuablic.”

The Turkish Government guarantees religipus liberty, The whole
dominion in Europe Asia, and Afriea, contains 17,300,000 Musazlmans,
11,000,000 Grreeks and Armenians, 30,000 Catholics, 130,000 Jews, and
800,000 of other sects. Owing to the fact that the Koran constitutes
the code of law and chartor of rights, as well as the religious guide of
léhe Mahommedans, there is & elose connection between Ohurch and

tato.

The State religion of the Brazilian Hmpire is Catholie, but all
other sects are tolerated and assisted by the Government. The
Bishopa aad all other ecclesiustical officers are, depending the confrma-
tion of the Holy See, appoined by the Emperor. Brazil constitutes
an ecclesinstical province, with an archbishop, 11 bishops, and 1,300
priests. Brazil is beginniag to suffer from the irreligious epidemic of
modern times. Last week a Catholio Bishop, becanse he had the
courage to denounce secret societies, was srrested, tried and sentenced
to four years’ imprisunment with hard iabor. The Bishop mude no
defonce, but only said that civil tribunals had no rght to interfero in
matters of conscience.

Canada has no State Church. There are 4 Catholic Archbishops
and 14 Bishops ; and there are 9 Bishops of the Church of Eagland.
In 1871, the population of tha Dominion was 3,483,761, of whom
1,492,029 were Catholics, and the remainder Protestants of warious
secte, Catholicity provails most extensively in Quebac, formerly Lower
Canada, amounting thers to 85 per cent. of the population. In the
provinee of Qutario the Catholics in 1871 numbered 274.162, while
the Protestants were about 8080,000. The school aws of Quebec and
Ontario are adapted to the religious elementa of the population.

The Australian Colonies have no State religion. In the colony of
New Bouth Wales, the population in 1871, exclusive of aborigines, was
503,981, of whom 147,567 were Catholics, and the remainder Protest.
ants, Jews, and Buddhists. In Tasmania the population in 1872, was
estimated at 102,925, of whom 22 per cent. were Catholics. In 1871,
the population of Victoria wus 731,528, of whom 178,620 were Oatho-
lies, 19,200 Chinese and aborigines, and the remainder Protestants.
Western Australis had 24.785 peopls in 1871, of whom 7,!18 wese
Catholics, and the remainder Protestonts with, 62 Jews.



