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Thb Half-yearly meetingof St.Joseph's Branch, No.73, was heldontheevenir.4 of the 15th instant. It was better attended than anymeeting yetheld since the formationof theBranch.
The meeting opened with prayer. The minutesof thequarterly

meeting were read and confirmed.
Letters were read from Mr A. Sligo, Dunedin;and Mr G.S.Cooper,undersecretary, Wellington. The Secretary received instruc-tionsregarding them.
The election ofoffice-bearers for the ensuing six months was then

proceeded with. President:Bro. Fred. J. Bunny, elected without
opposition. Vice-President:Bro. P. Bourke, elected withoutopposi-
tion. Secretary lCandidates

—
Bro. Cantwell andJames Toal. Bro.Cantwell,elected. Treasurer:Candidates

—
Bros. M. Coanellan and

James Toal. Bro.Toal withdrew in favor ofBro. Conneilan who was
consequently duly elected. Warden:Candidates

—
Bros. Breonan

andMoroney;this provedto be the keenest contest of the evening,
the result being a tie> which was decided by the President giring hia
castingvote to Bro.Moroney. Guardiau:Candidates— Bros. Gallag-
her and Shannon;Bro. Gallagher elected.

The late Secretary then read the balance-sheet which shewed
£138 19b lid to the credit of the Society. The balance-sheetwas re-
ceived with marked approbation. The -auditors said that the; had
much pleasure in testifying to the correct mannerin which Bro.Jffred.
J. BuiiLy hadkept the accounts.

Bro.J.J. Connor proposed,and Bro.Tho*. O'Donnellseconded,
a hearty vote of thanks to the retiring officers, which was curried by
acclamation and acknowledged by Bro. Carroll. The newly-elected
officers were thenduly installedinto their various offices.

The new President said that if hitherto, iv consequence
the branch being so young, a little latitude hadbeen,permittee
members must not expect such a state of thing to con*
linue; discipline must now step in, and he wished them
toclearly understand that for the future he wasdetermined that the
laws of the Society shouldbe moat strictly adhered to (applause).

The President appointedBro. J.J.Connor his right, andBro. J.
Brennan his left hand supporter.

The Vice-President appointedBro. JosephMoenanhis right,and
Bro.F.McGrathhis left hand supporter.

A Judicial Committee of fifteen, fiuaneial members (Brother*,.
R.Carrol, E.Carrol, Oonnellau, Connor, Bourke,Brennan, Gallagher
Hoffmann, Kirk,MoroDey, Moylan, J. Meenan, O'Donnell, J. Toal,
and A.Toal), together withthe President and Secretary, was appointed
for thepurpose of hearing, investigating, and deciding upon any di*
pute, charge orcomplaint by amember of a branch agamst another
or by any member against his branch,or any member aad thebranch
officers, or between any member ormembers, or branch aad the medi>
cal attendant,or chemist, or vice versa.

Bro9.E. Carrol, Brennan, Moylan and J. Toal were appointed-
a workingcommittee.

£o and 5per cent, on all moniespaidinto the branoh was voted
as a yearly salary to the Secretary.

Bro.Ling's name was transferred from the MedicalAttendant's-
list, Dunedm, to the Medical Attendant'slist, Christchuvch.

Messrs. Dempsey, Gaynor, aud M.J. Fleming were duly initiated.
full benefit members;and Messrs. Ennis, Golden, andDavidPower,
wereproposedas fit persons to become members.

Business of a routine naturehaving been disposedof, themeeting
closed in theusualmanner withprayer.

Switzerland, witha population of little over 2,500,000. baasts ot

413 daily aad weeklypapers^

A MAN named Jerry Huschion has been drowned inattempting to
cross theMolyneux, on the Teviot road. He had beenin the service
of MrHonner,of MillersFlat,as aploughman.

Mb Williams, the patentee of Williams'a Fire Kindlers, has hit
uponan excellent expedient for advertisinghis ware. He hashad a
quantity of lollies manufactured, with suchas the following inscrip-
tion, "use Wiliiamß's Fire Kindlers," and these are distributed
gratuitously to matron and maid.

Thb total public debt of NewSouth Wales, according to late
statistics, amount to £13,962,539.

A Hokitjxaauctioneer has commenced thepractice of disposing
of coals by auction, inlots to suitpurchasers.

A mines named Tratman has been smothered with gas ina
mine at the Thames.

Intelligencehaa beenreceived at Auckland, that the-Waimate
gam dispute withtheNativeshas been amicably settle*!.

DonFEEMANDtz, the lion tamer,has died at Wellington, of con-
sumption.

The shipBuckinghamshire, whicb lately amved at ort Chalmers
■aade the quickest passage recorded for years,making the trip in 77
days- from starting.

A TKLEG&iM from Greymouth on the 13th inst., states that the
Grtymouth Coal Company have struck a seam in their main shaft.
The coal is of excellent quality, but so far they are unable tostate the
thickness.

Zephania Wiliams, the Newport Chartiat, has diedat Launces-
feo»>. at thfl age of 7&years.

ThelHamilton Spectator' (Victorian) says theRoman Catholics
sra making collections all over the Colony inaid of the completion of
St.Patrick's Cathedral inMelbourne.

John Ward, butcher, Sydney, the husband of the woman who
was murdered l>y W. Crow a short time ago, hung himself at his
residence.

The title of the sixthMinister to be appointedinSouth Australia,
is Minister for theNorthernTerritory.

About 1*2,000 citizens of California have petitioned the Senate
against the further influx of Chinese, there being nearly 60,000 in the
State.

A common fellow in California, whohad beenmade a target for
jevolver practice, was kept in jail as a witness for two months
while the gentleman whoshot him was.allowedout on bail.

Four wars have cost the English Government, within the last
ftfteen years,upwardsof £16^00^,000 sterling. The Persian expedi-
tion cost £900,000. The outlay on the Chinese war amounted to
40415,000. Then the New Zealand war of 1366 was covered by
£vos,oi>o ;and the Abyssinian war entailed the expenditure of
£8,000,000. or £9,000,090. Nowitis estimated that the Asbantee war
will cost about £4,000,000.

The sum required in the ensuing year to meet the claims of
"fleersarieijgout of the abolition of purchase is £652,000!.

Hans Christian Andersen, the well-known Danish La Fontaine
and friendofDickens, has beendangerouslyill, and there is little hope
of a lading recovery.

18,363 British seamen havedied during the past four years, leav-
12,242 widows, and 36,725 orphans.

1,290,000 watches, occupying12,000 workmen, are annually pro-
ducedin theBernese, Jura.

A man namedDodson was sentenced at Oamaru to three months,
imprisonment, withouthard labor, anda fine £25, for making a false
declaration.

The number of wrecksreportedat theUnited Kingdom for this
year, to date ipril 4,is 549.

A ladnamed Clarke, in the employ of Messrs Guthrie and Lar-
nacb, met with,an accident on Monday. Ho was playing with a saw
in the establishment, and while doing so,hia hand coming in contact
with it, two of his fingers were cut off.

A singular race, from Paris toLyons,a distance of 222miles,has
just comeoff between the Due de Feltou, driving a light carriage,and
the ComtePhillippe deNevule, on a velocipede,

—
the former winning

by two minutes.
Ata New York ball recently,a lady wore 40,000 dols. worth of

diamonds and old point lace.
Ihe will of the Countess of Loudon has just beenproved. One

of the conditionscontained therein is, " thather right hand be cut off
and buried in thepark at Castle Donnington, at the bend of the hill
to the Trent, anda small cross or stoneplaced over it, with themotto"
Ibjde my tyme."

A curious fact, founded upon long and close observation, is
he attention, of theBritish Association. E^e^j spotted dog

NEW ZEALAND '.TABLET. [Saturday, June 20, 1874.
Ws woulddrawattention to advertisement*issuedby theColon-

ial Governmentfor tenders for the supply of roadmetal at the Dune-
din Railway station, and for the construction of a turn-table and
enginepits. In each instance tenders willbe receivedat the officeof
the District Engineer tillnoon onThursday, 25th instant.

Thb following paragraph appears in the Wellington * Evening
Post:

—
One of the crew of the Chevert(the disabled vesselwhichput

in here recently) called at the office and made astatement that whe-n
five days fromNewcastle, the weather fine,anda light breeze, vessel
going about fiveknots,Goko, a Taihitian,was sent aloft tosplice the
mainroyal, which carried away, owing to rottenness in the rigging.
The backstaysbroke,and the topmast and Goko went over the side.
After gettingclear of the rigging Gokoswam after tho vessel forhalf
anhour, and,notwithstanding th« entreaties of the crew and passen-
gers, noattempt was made to pick uptheunfortunateman. The only
reasongiven for not doing so was that it wasnouse losing other lives
for the sakeof one. Finding on arrival that the loss of theman was
notreported,and considering the rotten condition of the rigging, the
crew were afraidto go in her.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

has tha endof his tail white,and eyery spotted cat the end of thetail black.
The latest novelty in furniture is black satin chairs with redframes, exactly the color ofcoraL
The Archdiocese of Cincinnatihas 194 churches,18 chapels, 60stations. 143 priests, 7 male and10 female religious communities, 3theologicalseminaries,128 studentsat MountSt. Mary's Seminary ofCincinnati, and 30 in Carthagena,of whom 45 are in the theological

class;there are 4 colleges, 12 literary institutions for girls, 3 orphan
asylums, 1protectorate for boys,2 hospitals,10charitable institutions,
132 parochialschools, and a Catholic populationof220,000.

A petitionis circulating in Stockton,OaL,in favor of introducingthe study of theIrish language in the public schools.
Itis said that theCommunal Council of Vienna intend to>estab-lish in the cemeteryof that city thenecessary apparatus for cremation.Itwill be open toall,buttheuse of it willbe optional.
The-Burmese vernacular is very difficult for Europeans to learn.Itis written from right to left;there are no divisions between thewords,and the letters areeithercircled or parts of circles, the alphabetcontaining forty-four letters.
There are but two foreign tinkers in London,one being aDutch-manand the other a Russian. Hollandalso claims the only shepherdofmetropolis. All the image-makers areItaliansand the stay-makers-

French.
The total coinage of the UnitedStates'Mints for the last financialyearamounted to32,523,670 coins,and to38,689;183 dols.in value.Artificialnests have been suspended in many of the treesnearParis witha view of attracting birds thatmay prove useful ivdestroy-

ing insects. Tho attempt was first made last year,with the result offilling about sixty per cent of theneets.
In the Provincial Council of Wellington tho clause in theLicensing Bill authorising liquor trading in publichouses on Sundaywasrejected by a majority of 13 to 7.
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