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For the greaterpart of the last one hundred years, theNational System of Education in France has been purelySecular and anti-Catholic;andbehold the results ! We canreadthem in chronic revolution, disastrous defeat, and analarming development of infidel literature. In reference tofc us literature here is astartling fact. InFrance alone,duringthe tenyears between 1817 and 1827, there were published

no less than 5,000,000 copies of the infidel and anti-socialworks of Voltaire, Rossbau, Helvbtius, Diderot,&c.It isnot to Denominational education, then, that the deplor-
ablestats of Franc* is to be attributed, but to Secular andGodless education, andinfidel literature, which such educa-tionnever feils to foster,

And the same may be said of Spain. Here, as elsewhere,the red republicansand the other enemiesof socialorderare,
for the most part, pupils of Secular schools. Whereas the
men who fight, and fightbravely, for theprinciples of loyalty,socialorder, and of property, arepupils of Catholic schools.Where, again, we ask, has Denominational education beentriedand proved to be afailure ? Not certainly in Franceand Spain, the only two countries brought forward by ourcontemporaryto prove his assertion.Secularists claim to be the only real friends of education,
anddenounce Denominationalista as its enemies. It is well1"worthwhile to test this assertion. Those who aresaid to bethe enemiesof education have nevertheless, in all times andcountries, made very great sacrifices bothof money and timeto promote the education of the people,and, in point of fact,all the learningand culture in the world are the results ofthese exertions. On the other hand, what have the Secu-larists done— what are they doing? How many Universitieshave they founded .mdendowed? How many"Middle ClassSchools— how many Common Schools? Echo answers, Howmany ? In the public journals, wedaily see listsof subscrip-tions in aid of denominational schools; we have never seenevenone in aid of a secular school. Secularists are, nowandthen, very energetic and liberal in Print as to SecularEducation,but what sacrifices have they made of their moneyor of their time to establish Secular Schools. They arestrong- in theory, but other people .are called on by them
to pay the money and do the work. They are loud for de-struction,and show their zeal for education by endeavoring
to destroy all existing educational institutions,whilst keepingthrir purses closed so tightly that not a farthing can escape
to help their great cause:Governments and other people
must find the means :they consider they havedone wonders
by the expenditureof mere words. Here in Otago, during
the last twelvemonths, the entire amount of voluntary con-
tributions towards Government schools amounted to themagnificent( 1) sumof two thousand pounds. Whilst durinjr
the same period the Catholics— the enemies, of course, ofeducation- though only a small fraction of the population,have,unaidedby thp Government or the Secularists, spentbeyondfive thousand pounds on schools. When or wheredidSecularists spend five thousand pounds, or five pence, on
schools? We shall be glad to receive an answer.

Empire, the Bishops and ecclesiastics are appointed to the
variousSeesandflocks by the Emperor,but such appointments
must receive the approvalandconfirmationof theHolySee;but
while the StatereligionisCatholic,allother sects are toleratedand assisted by the Government.. In Italy, where 99| per
cent, of the entire population are Catholics, the " Catholic,
Apostolic,an1 Human is the sole religion of the State," yet
Protestants and Jews are not only tolerated within its do-minions,butpossess themost completereigiousliberty. Thus
we see that in all countries, the Sovereigns of which areCatholic, and the religion recognised by the Government
that of Rome, perfect freedom of worship is guaranteedto
every resident; while inBelgium, France, and the Brazilian
Empire,in addition to this tolerance, all other persuasions,
though but a fractionalpart of the population,receiveassist'ancefrom the State for religiouspurposes. This, we should
imagine should be a complete refutation of the slanders so
energetically circulated,and so extensivelybelieved, with re-
gard to the supposed intolerance of the Church of Rome.
Let us take those countries in which the Protestant religion
holds sway, and see in what manner the power of the State
is wielded, and its funds appropriated. In the German
Empire, the Protestants amount to 25,O00,00(», and the
Catholics to14,000,000;but while the Catholics receive a
portionof the SUte subsidy, their prelates and ecclesiasticsare denied the rightof teaching the doctrinesof their Church,
andby the pressure of cruel and unjust laws, by fine and im-risonment, deprived of their freedom and their patri-
mony, and their flocks denied the right to- worship their
Creator accordingto their conscientious convictions. When
we take the different States which compose the newly-formed
Empire, the injusticeand tyranny is more flagrant and mani-
fest. For we find that in Bavaria, whilethe Protestants are
27\ per cent, of the population, fch« Catholics are treble that
number, being 74 per cent. In Alsace-Lorraine,whichforma
ia pnrtof the German dominions, the disparity is stillgreater— being 80 to 17 percent. In Ireland, when the List census

was taken in 1871, there were 4,000,000 of Catholics to
1.250,000 of all other denominations; and at that time
the majority werecalledupon to contribute to the mainten-
ance of the Church Establishment for the benefit of the
minority. This monstrous evil has been now, of course,
swept away;but the fact must not be lost si<>-ht ot that,
although the Irish Church has been disestablished, three-
fourths of theproperty ofwhichthe. nationhad beenplundered
to endow the churches and colleges of theestablished religion,
arestill secured to them, and over4,000,000 of people have
been robbedof the national wealthto contribute to the opu-
lence of half amillion. With these facts staring them in
the face, therearemany to be found, modestly claiming credit
for liberality,who didand do denounce the disestablishment
of the IrishChurch as apolicy both unwise and unjust. In
England the established Church is the Protestant Bpiscopal,
and although there are ten millionsholding that faith, there
isanequalnumberof personsofotherdenominations,including
2,000,000 of Catholics, who,while supporting the clergy of
their own Church,contribute their quota to the endowment
of thatof the State. Itmust be obvious, then, to every im-
partial reader, that so far from the Catholic Church being
illiberal, it is only in those countries, the heads of
which recognise its doctrines and follow its counsels, h
complete religious equality to be found. Here in NewZealand, although we have not a Church endowed fromthe revenue of the Colony, yet in the earlier days of this
Province grants of land were freely given for Church and
School purposes, whichnow constitute a considerablesource
of revenue;and an effort has beenmade by a side wind to
force a State religionby the compulsory readingof the Bible.If,as may besupposed, the teaching of a certain Bible be
made compulsory in our schools, the natural presuirption

'■ is that certain tenets are to be inculcated ; and hence
it must be patent toevery one that if the children of Catholic
parents paitake of the education which the State provides,
itmust be at the risk of the loss of their faith. To all who
take a calmand dispassionateview of the matter, the injus-
tice can wear no other aspect;and if such a system is to be
peipetuatedand tolerated amongst us, it wouldappear that
while the Old World is awakening to a more keensense of
justice and liberality, JSTew Zealandwill be making a retro-
grade movement, and form an ignoble exception to the en-
lightened notions of the present day.

CATHOLIC LIBERALITY.

We wouldrefer our readers to a most interestingandinstruc-
tive article in another part of this issue, taken from the* Boston Pilot,' on" The Creeds of the Chief Countries." It
will be spen from the statisticsthere given, thatonly in those
countries inwhich the fctate religion is Catholic, and with
populationsalmost entirelyof that faith,is completereligious
toleration to be found. InAustria, with a populationsixty-
six per cent, of whom are Catholics, religious freedom exists,
fn Belgium, where there are upwards of 5,000,000 incom-
munion with the Church of Rome, and the Protestant per-
snasion numbers but 13,000, not only is religious free-
domgrantedby the Constitution,but a sum of 69,330 francs
voted to the Protestant ministers : being- at the rate of 5
francs per head;whilst the clergy of the State religion re-
ceive but 4,5b'8,'200 francs, or at the rate of onlyone franc
per head. The Churchof Rome embraces 35,000,000 within
Us foldinFrance, the Protestants numbering just half a mil-
lion, and yet all rt-ligions are equal by law, and Protestant
and Jew alike have State allowances. In Portugal, the
Catholic religionis that recognised by the Government, the
total amount of Protestants barelyreaching 500, withtolera-
tion to till creeds. The national form of worship inSpain is
Boman Catholic,and the 60,000 persons outside its fold are
.guaranteed peifect religious immunity. In the Brazilian We regret to learn that the domestic scourge, diptheria, 13 now

prevalentboth at theBluffand Invercargill.
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