
NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday,June 20, 1874.
At the recital of l»s sorrows, the starting tear dims the eye audmoistens thecheek of beauty. The story of his wrongs cullsup thaflush of indignation to the brow of young, lusty manhood, and Withthememoryof his mighty achievements strong hands were clenchedand stout hearts throbbedwith,bright hopes andhigh resolves. Thespeaker then, inreferring tothegloriouscareer ofTone, said the wholehistory of his lifeand thatof manyabravebrothermight be summed
upin the words of thepoet:"Hedrewhit sword 'gainstIreland's foes.

Hediedin '98."
He said that in commemorating the glorious achievements of WolfeTone they shouldalsorecord their veneration for the many others who
like him gave their life for Ireland. Fellow-countrymen (continued
the speaker) itisa reflection fullof glory in the past,and of bright
hope for the future, that neither force nor fra»d, though both wereapplied withall the energy and persistency that cruelty and wicked-ness could prompt, could 'ever crush out or eradicate that spiritof
Irishnationality indefence ofwhich Wolfe Tonedied. Itmay slum-ber for a while, it may in thehour ofdire trialappear forever dead,
but likfl the shamrock, the triple emblemof Ireland's faith,her fer-
tility, andher loveof freedom, though long trodden down, it is butto
spring up again with anew life, greenand vigorous. Itmay be asked
whatis meant by this spirit ofIrish nationality. Iwillexplainwhat
Imeanby thephrase. Itis the full confidence ofthe Irishpeoplein
the complete qualificationofthis country tosustain,ineverysense, the
positionof anation;their beliefin the indisputableright of the Irish
nation toframe and administer laws for the government, protection,
and welfareofthe Irishpeople;and their determinationto struggle
for ever and ever, or place Ireland in the possessionof her nationaT
rights. This spiritof national integrity ia the birthright of theIrish
people. Ithas been fosteredby our fathers,andnourished with theirbest blood for agespast. Itis the theme to-day asit was when WolfeTone died asserting it, the sameas it was in the remoter days whenHugh O'Neill upheld its principle withhis strong redhand. Anditwill continue to iacrease in power andbrilliancy untilits long strug-
gling flame Bhall burst forth in all the dazzling glory of the sunburst
ofIreland'sindependence (loudcheers). Fellow-countrymen,ours is
a country ofgrand natural advantages nnd capabilities

—
afatherland

worthy ©fall ourlove andof every sacrifice. God and country,faith
and fatherland,arekindred sentiments. Next to the homage weowe
our Creator comes the devotionand fidelity due to our native land.
This is the creedof the world, andtheman whois falseto itmeets the
reprobationofall men worthy of thename. The dusky savage, with
little more than animal instinct, will up withhis rude spearor hatche
and war to thebitterend against the invader of hiß hunting ground.
Itis the same from the burning tropics to the regions of perpetual
ice :loveofour country is anatural instinct, oneof the strongest and
most abidingofthe human breast (cheers). Wha: should be said to
the Irishman,tben, who wouldabandonhis country, the faireston the
face of God'sworld,to a stateof conquered,craven subjection? Andthe deplorable fact that this countryis ina state ofenforced subjection
is but too fatally apparent. A union between this country andEng-
land should be an arrangement for themutual advantage of the two
countries. When we takepart in the toils and dangers of her battles,
we shouldbe entitled toa share in the advantagesarisng from victory.
When we contrioute our share of money and brain and sinew to
developand extend her trade and commerce, weshould have a claim
to a proportion of the prosperity derivable therefrom. Is there a
living manpossessed of the hardihood to say that this is the casei

jNo, before thehonest judgment of the world the lamentable fact must
be recognised, that since the fatal hour of the enforced aud fraudulentUnian, it has been a time of dismal decay oftheIrish nation and th«
Irish race (cheers). Fellow-countrymea, our mission here to-day ia a
holy one,and here in the presence of themighty dead we plight our
undying fidelity to the holy cause ofErin, themotherland of saiufcs
and of heroes, the nurse of the bright and the brave, of Grattan,
O'Connell,and Davis, ofEmmet,Fitzgerald, and Wolf Tone (loudami
prolonged applause).

The chairman then put the resolution, which was carried unani-
mously and amidgreat cheering. A voteofthanks to the chairman wasthen proposedand seconded, and earnedwithacclamation, after which
he chairman returned thanks inappropriate terms, and the proceed-

ings terminated. The bands then marched around the tomb playingnational airs, and from thenceproceededon their various routes home-ward. Before quitting Bodenstown, e"<ich of them haltedmd per-
formed somemusic in frout of thehouse of tho Messrs Roddy, whosefather, in the year1844, pointed out the grave of Tone to ThomasDa is, Sir John Gray, and others whohad gone from Dublin to disco-
ver it. The spiritand the patriotism of old Mr Reddy, the black-
smith ofBodenstown, are referred to ina letterdescriptiveof the visit
above referred to, and s-igned "J. G.," which we published in the'
>ation' of September 20, 1873. The proceedings of last Sunday

show that thepatriotismof the oldman "
who seemed to be the self-

constituted guardian of Tone's grave
"

still lives in the breasts of his
children. Theproceedings throughout were marked by the utmost
decorum and regularity,and were highly creditable to all who took
part, iv them. The graveof Wolfe Tone is now a conspicuous objecf
in the grave-ynrd,it is well protectedfrom all cjiance ofinjury, andit
will doubtless be the scene of many apioua pilgrimage of the sons of
Ireland in ages yet to come.

The following strange incident isreportedby a contemporary :—:
—

On Saturday week,between elevenand twelve o'clock, a woodenbridsjo
25ft. high, across the main creek between the Blue Spur and the
Christchurch road, cavedin, the whole structuro tumbling away. At
the time of tho occurrence, aboy about fourteen years old, a son of
MrHarcourt,of the Upper Crossing, was riding a pony across the
bridge, and both tho rider and pony fell into the bed of the creek,
which was dry. Singularly enough the timber fell clear of them, and
neither theboy nor his pony were hurt.

WOLFE TONE'S GRAVE.
('Dublin WeeklyNews.'March28.)

OnSunday,22nd March,Bodenstown churchyard,nearSallins, county
Kildare,was the scene of a remarkable demonstration. Some six
months ago,anew slab wasplaced over the graveof Wolfe Tone in
the locality just mentioned, to replace the original one, which had
been injured andbroken bypersons chippingoffportions ofit tocarry
awaywith them as relics. To save the new stone from meeting the
fate ofIheold, themen of Kildare have recently enclosed it with an
iron railing, which arches over at the top,at a heipht of about eightfeet, and effectuallyprevents it from all injury. The railing is of atastefulpattern, and displays a range of spear-heads and shamrocks
onHie crown ofthe arch. There is a door to the enclosure, for which
twokeys arekept,oneby the Wolfe ToneBand,Dublin, and theotherby theKildare men whohave taken part in this patriotic work. Themeeting of Sunday was intendedtomark the completion of this erec-tion,and topay a tribute ofaffection to thememory ofoneof the fore-
most of themen who "

rose in the dark and evil days to right their
native land." A largenumber of persons, including the Wolfe Tone
Band and the Volunteer Band, left Dublin for Sallins on Sundaymorningby the 9.30 train. The fine brass band of the coopers pro-
ceeded in a drag drawn by four horses, and displaying their trade
banner to theplaceof meeting. There also attended, with contin-
gentsnumbering hundreds from eachlocality, the Clare Brass Band,
under the presidency of MrJ. Haropson;the Kilcock Brass Band,
and the NewbridgeBand;there came also a band from the town ofKildare,accompanied by a large number of stalwart men;and a
band from Naas, similarly attended. When all were assembledit was
computed that there were about 3000 present. Allwere welldressed,
ordeily and intelligent people,and amongst them was a considerable
number of the fair daughters of Kildare. The platform was erectedclose by the graveof Tone,beside the ivy-grown wall of the ruinedchurch, in whith past generations of the faithful people of Kildare
worshipped their Creator. When the people had all gathered in
front of theplatform, the Kilcock Band gaveout the solemn strains of
the Dead March, which under the peculiar touching circumstances of
the scenehada verysolemn effect. On the cessation of themusic,the
proceedings of the day commenced. On themotion of Mr Mooney,
seconded by MrKeegan, the chair was taken by

Mb T.D.Sulmvan.
The chniiman was eßthusiasticallj received. Cheers for hisbrother,M.A. Sullivan,andcheers forLouth were also called for and

given very heartily. Mr Sullivan thankedthemeeting for thehonor
they had done lum in calling on him to presideon that impressive
andsolemn occasion. They had assembled there toperform apious
net, tohonor thememory of a greatand gifted Irishman who gavehislife for Ireland (cheers). They were there tocomplete by that meet-ing the work of the young men of the Wolfe Tone BandofDublin,
and th« men of Kildore, who had taken measures topreserve from
injury the slab that covered the honored relics of Theobald WolfeTone. They knew how the necessity for that work had arisen.Little bits and fragments of the old slab werebeing carried away everyday by Irishmen to foreign lands, as memorials of thatmartyr for
Irish liberty ;and though the feeling which prompted the act was tobe nspected, the act itself wasnot to be commended, for under such
a courseofconduct themost preciousantiquities in the country would
soon disappear (hear,hear). Mr Sullivan then proceeded togive abrief outline of the career of Theobald Wolfe Tone, stating that he
entered public life as a reformer, seeling by legal and constitutional
jn-eans the removal of the penal laws which pressedupon the Catho-
lics of Ireland. It wasnot until his last efforts in thatdirection were
spurned anddefeated by the government that he turned to the last
resource of outraged nations. The history of his life should be a"warning to everygovernment, and teach them that itis not in humannature,at all events not in the nature of abrave andhigh-spirited
people to submit tamely to injustice and oppression (cheers). The
speuker thenreferred to tho two expeditions which as a consequence
ofTone's negotiations were fitted out in France for thereliefof Ire-laud, »nd to theirfailure owingto stress ofweather;ho briefly alluded
to Tone's capture, trial, and death, and said that to the last pulseof his heart Tone was true to Ireland (cheers). Itwas fitting that thogray« whichheld the relics of such a man should be honored by theliisli people. Years ago the heart of Thomas Davis (cheers) wasgratified when he came to that spot,and fouud there a few persons
who knew and reverenced the burial-place of Wolfe Tone. Howhappy WGix'.d he he could lie have seen such anassembly of thebrave
wieu ani-l Imr wonim of Kildare as were now present to do it honor
(cheei>). Mr Sullivan concluded by introducing Sir Moor ey,whowould propoosea resolution to themeeting.

]Mr IVlooney briefly proposed the following resolution :—:
—'"Tttut in didioitmg this tomb— restored by the Wolfe ToneBand

of Dublin, uiici diclrsed b\ thepatrioticmen ofKildare— to themem-
oiv of lle'luild Wolfe Tone, we desire to give a testimony ofhis
labouis in tho c.ui.-e of Irish independence,to honour the zeal, the
ccurn»e, nnd the devotion which he displayed in the service of his
oountiy, urn to dechire our fidelity to the greatprincipleofself-govern
ment for Inland, which he died tomaintain."

IIr Kuiuml Keogan, in pcconding the resolution, said that tho
men whohud ju*t <.oinph-ted this holy task considered it but a simple
nit ofdut\ ;but, i-ilci.ily nml unostentatiously as they hud carried it
out, their conduct would be widely known and talked of, aud tomany
ilicus'iii'l- ol tl-i'ir countrymen would be a source of hope for thefuture of Ireland, 'lhe record of this dny's proceedings would bet-preiid U\v and wide thiough the land. It would be borne across the
oceim \o the other Irish nation in the great western knd of promise,bringing to the home ot m:wvy an liish exile "the joyousnssurrmee that
a synrl ol ilio epnitof the old hind still survives. A generation of
men ha\upassed uwiiy since the fatalmidnight when TheobaldWolfeTore was laidhere to rest. More than the allotted span of humanlilt— the hntlitionitl ihrec score and ten— have elapsed—"

Ytt sull the tileofliis younglife setsIrishueaitsaflame."
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