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WOLFE TONE'S GRAVE.

L
{* Dublin Weekly Nowa.' March 28.)
OF Sundsy, 22nd March, Bodenstown churchyard, near Sallins, county
Kildare, wos the seene of s remarkable demonstration. Some six
months 8go, a new slab Wwas placed over the grave of Wolfe Tone in
the locality just mentioned, to replace the original one, which had
been injured ond broken by persons chipping off portions of it to earry
awey with them ne relice.  To save the new stone from meeting the
fate of the old, the men of Kildare have recently enclosed it with an
iron railing, which arches over at the top, at & height of about eight
feet, and effectually provente it from all injury. The railing is of &
tasteful pattern, and displays a range of spear-heads and shamvocka
on tle crown of the arch, There is & door to the enclasure, for which
two keys are kept, ons by the Wolfe Tone Band, Dublin, end the other
by the Kildare men who have taken part in this patrictic work. The
meeling of Sunday wos intended to mark the completion of this erec-
tion, and to pay a tribute of affection to the memory of one of the fore-
most of the men who *“ rose in the dark and evil days to right their
vative land.” A large number of persons, including the Wolfe Tone
Band and the Volunieer Band, left Dublin for Balline on Sunday
morning by the 8.30 train. The fine brass band of the coopers pro-
ceeded in a drag drawn by four lorses, and displaying their trade
banner to the place of meeting. There also attended, with contin.
gents numbering hundreds from ench locality, the Clare Brass Band,
under the presidency of Mr J. Hampson; the Kileock Brass Band,
and the Newbridge Band ; there came slso & band from the town of
Kildare, necompanted by & large number of stalwart men ; and a
bond from Naas, similarly sttended. When all were assembled it was
computed that there were nbout 3000 present. Al were well dressed,
orderly and intelligent people, and amongst them was 5 considerable
number of the fair danghters of Kildare. The platform was erected
close by the grave of Tone, beside the ivy-grown wall of the ruined
¢hurch, in which past generations of the faithful people of Kildure
worshipped their Creater. When the peaple Lad all gathered in
front of the platform, the Kileock Band gave ont the solemn strains of
the Dead March, which under the peculiar tonehing circomstances of
thie scene had o very folemn effect.  On the cessation of the music, the
proceedings of the dey commenced. On the motion of Mr Mooney,
seconded by Mr Keegan, the chair wos tnken by
Mz T. D. Soznrvan.

The chainman was emthusiasticolly received. Cheers for his
brother, M. A. Sullivan, and cheers for Louth were also called for and
given very Leortily, Mr Sullivan thanked the meeting for the honor
they had done him in calling on him to preside on that impressive
und solern oceasion. They had assembled there to perform a pious
act, to honor the memory of u great and pifted Trishman who gave his
life for Ireland (cheers). They were there to cumplete by that meet-
ing the work of the young wen of the Wolfe Tone Band of Dublin,
and the men of XKildare, who had talen wmeasures fo preserve from
injury the slab that covered the honored relies of Theobald Wolte
Tone, They knew how the necessity for that work had arisen,
Litvle bita and fragments of the old slab were being carried away every
day by Irishmen to foreign lands, as memorisls of that martyr for
Inie} hiberty ; and though the feeling which prompted ihe set was to
be respected, {he act iteelf was not to be commended, for under snch
o course of conduct the most precious antiquities in the country would
goon dieappenr (hear, bear), Mr Sullivan then proceeded to give o
briel outline of the eareer of Theobald Wolfe Tons, stating that he
entered publie life as a reformer, seeking by legal and econstitutional
means the removal of the peral laws which pressed upon the Catho-
lies of Treland, It wae not until his lest efforts in that direction were
spurced and defeated by the government that he turned to the last
rescurce of outraged nations. The history of his life should be =
wurning {0 every government, and teach them that it is not in human
nature, at all events not in the nature of u brave and high-epirited
people to submit tamely to injustice and oppression {cheers), 'Tho
spevker then referred to the two expeditions which as a conscquence
of Tone's negotintions were fitted out in France for the relief of Ire-
land, snd to tharfuilure owing to stress of weather; ho briefly ulluded
to Tone’s eapture, trial, and death, and said that to the Inst pulse
of lns heart Tone was truo to Dveland {cheers). It was fitting that the
gravo which Leld the relies of such o man should be honored by the
Liish peeple. Years ago the heart of Thomas Davis (cheers) was
gratilied when he came to that spot, and found thers s few persons
whe hnew and reverenced the burini-place of Wolfe Tone. How
happy wewld he be conld he have seen sach an sssembly of the brave
wer and foie wonen of Kildave as were now present to do it honor
{clieers). My dullivan coneluded by introducing Mr Moor ey, wha
would propuese u resoluticn to the meeting.

Alr Mouney briefty proposed the following resolution r—

* That in dudienting thie tomb—restored by the Wolfe Tone Band
of Dublm, and (nclesed by 1he patriotic men of Kildare~to the mem.
ovy of 1le bull Wolle Tone, we desive to give u tostimony of his
labows 1 the cavse of Trish mdependence, to honour the zenl, the
ceurave, sud the devotion which he displayed in the service of his
ecuntiy, min 1o dedare our fidelity tothe great principle of self-govern
ment for Tidaand, which he died to maintain?

My Erhard eepan, in ecconding the resolution, gaid that the
men who hud just completed this lioly task considered it but s simple
act of duty 3 but, silently and unostentatiously as they hud corried it
out, their conduct would be widely known aud talked of, and to muny
theusanTe of their countrymen would be n souree of hope for the
future of Ireland. Whe record of this duy's proceedings would be
spread far ad wide thiough the luad. It would be borne across the
ocein 10 1he other Irsh vatiou in the great western lund of promise,
bringing to the home ot many un Tiish exile the joyous assurnnee that
u sparh of the spuit of the old land still survives. A gencration of
men have pussed awny since the fatal nidnight when Theobald Wolg,
Tere wus laid bere 1o rest.  Aore than the ulletted spun of bumgj
lile—the traditonnd 1hree score and ten-—~huve elapsed—

S¥ e gull the tale of Tis young life sets Irisk heatts aflame,”

At the recitsl of s sorrows, the starting tear dims the eye aud
moistens the cheek of beauty. The story of his wrongs calls up tha
Hlugh of indignation to the brow of young, lnsty manhood, and with
the memory of his mighty achievements strong hands wera clenched
and stout hearts throbbed with, bright hopes and high resolves. The
speaker then, in referring to the glorious cayeer of Tone, enid the whole
Listory of his Jife and that of msny a brave brother might be summed
up in the words of the poet :
“ He drew his sword "guinat Iveland’s foes,
He diod in '98.”
He soid that in commemorating the glorious schievements of Wolfe
Tone they should also record their veneration for the many others who
like him gave their life for Ireland. Fellow-countrymen (continued
the rpesker) it is @ reflection full of glory in the past, and of bright
hope for the future, that neither fores nor frawd, though both were
epplied with all the energy and persistency that cruelty end wicked-
ness could prompt, could ‘ever crush out or eradicate that spirit of
Irish nationality in defence of which Wolfe Tone died. It may slum-
ber for o while, it may in the hour of dire trial appenr for ever dead,
but like the shamrock, the triple emblem of Ireland's faith, lier fer-
tility, sad her love of freedom, though long troddsn down, it is but to
spring up agein with & new life, preen and vigorons. It may be asked
what is meant by this spirit of Irish nationslity. I will explain what
I mean by the phrase. It is the full confidence of the Irish people in
the complete qualification of this country to eustain, in every senso, the
position of a pation ; their helicf in the indisputable right of the Irish
nation to frame end administer lawa for the government, protection,
and welfare of the Irish people; and their determination to struggle
for ever and ever, or place Ireland in the possession of her national”
rights, This epirit of national integrity is the birthright of the Irish
people. It haa been fostered by our fathers, and rourished with their
best blood for ages past. It is the theme to-day asit was when Waolfe
Tove died aseerting it, the same as it was in the remoter days when
Bugh O’Neill upheld its principle with his strong red hand. And it
will continue to imcrease in power and hrilliancy uatil its loog strug.
gling flame shall buret forth in all the dazzling glory of the sunburst
of Ireland’s independence (loud cheers). ¥ellow-countrymen, ours is
a country of grand natural advantages snd capabilitics—a fatherland
worthy of all our love and of every sacrifice. God and country, faith.
and fatherland, are kindred senfiments. INext to the homage we owe
our Creator cumes the devotion and fidelity due to our native land.
This is the creed of the world, and the man who is false to it mests the
reprobeation of all men worthy of the name. The dueky savage, with
little more than animal instinct, will up with his rude spear or hatche
and war to the bitter end against the invader of his hunting ground.
It is the same from the burning frupics to the regions of perpetual
ice : love of our country is a natural instinet, one of the strongest and
most abiding of the human breast {cheers). Wha: should be ssid to
the Triskman, then, who would abandon his country, the fairest on the
face of God's world, to & state of conguered, craven subjection ? And
the deplorable fact that this country is in & state of enlorced subjection
in but too fatally apparent. A union between this country and Eng-
land should be sn arrangement for the mutual advantage of the two
countries. 'When we take part in the toils and dangers of her battles,
wo should be entitled to a share in the advantages arisng from victory,
When we contripute our share of money and brain and sinew to
develop and extend her trode and commerce, we should have a claim
to a proportion of the prosperity derivable therefrom. Is there g
living men possessed of ihe hardihood to say that this is the case?
No, before the honest judgment of the world the lamentable fact must
be recognised, that since the fatal hour of the enforced and fraudulent
Union, it bas been a time of dismsl decay of the Irish nation and the
Irish race (cheers). Fellow-countrymen, our mission here to-day is a
holy one, and here in the presence of the mighty dead we plight cur
undying fidelity to the holy cause of Erin, the motheriund of saicts
and of heroes, the nurse of the bright snd the brave, of Grattan,
O’Connell, and Davis, of Emmet, Fitzzerald, and Wolf Tone {louad aud
prolonged applauss).
The chairman then put the resolution, which was carried unani-

mously and amid great cheering. A vote of thanks to the chairmun was
then proposed and seconded, and cariied with acclamution, aiter which
he chairman returned thanks in appropriste terms, and the proceed-
ings terminated. 'The bands then marched arcund the tomb playing
national airg, aud from thence proceeded on their various routeg home-
ward. Before quitting Bodenstown, dach of them halted <#d pet-
formed some music tn front of the house of tho Messrs Roddy, whose
father, in the year 1844, pointed out the grave of Tone to Thomas
Da is, 8ir John Gray, and others who had gone from Dublin to diseg.
ver it. The spirit and the patriotism of old Mr Reddy, the black-
smith of Bodenstown, are referred to in a letter descriptive of tle visit
nbove referred fo, and signed “J. G." wbich we published in the
* Mntion ’ of September 20, 1878, The proceedings of last Sundoy
show that the patriotism of the old man ** who seemed to be the self-
constituzed guardisn of Tone's grave " still lives in tho breasts of Lia
children. The proceedings throughout were marked by the utmost
deeorum and regularity, and were highly croditable to all who toak
part in them. The grave of Wolfe Tone is now o conspicuons ohject
in the grave-yovd, it is well protected from all ghanee of injury, and it
will doubiless be the geene of many a pious pilgrimage of the sons of
Ireland in ages yet to come,

Tuz following strange incident is reported by a contemporary :—
On Saturday week, between eleven and twelve o'clock, a wooden bridae
25{t. high, across the main creek between the Blue Spur and the
Christchurch road, caved in, the whole structure tumbling awuy, At
the time of the occurrence, a boy about fourteen years old, a'son of
Mr Haorcourt, of the Upper Crossing, was riding a pony across the
bridge, and both the rider and pony fell into the bed of the creck,
which was dry. Singularly enough the timber felt clear of them, and
neither the boy nor his pony were hart.



