Baturday, May 30, 1874.]

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

9

IN sn article ou Wednesday, advocating the teaching of the
Bible in public schools, the * Guardisn® winds up with the following
sentence :~" As n motter of expediency, therefors, we eay, maintain
the present school system, which will #of cutrage the religious soruples
of any parent, whilo it setisfies the seruples of the majority.” Of
course the dictum of so bigh and liberal an authority as the ‘Guardisn’
should paes unchallenged.  But does that journal mean to assert that
the Catholic body have not made the injustice uader which it labors
sufficiently public ¥ or is it that the * Guardian,” with characteristio
Itberality, will not even accord them the possession of such artioles ae
scruples st all?  In another eolumn we putlish the division-list on
the debate, and it would be well for our readers to bear in mind the
names of those gentlemen whose opinions are in unisen with those ex-
pressed above,

Fxroy the Government * Gazetto * of the 14th inet., we learn that
the total imports for the ports of Auckland, Wellington, Lyttelton,
and Dunedin, for the quarter ending 31st March, 1874, were :=—~Auck-
land, £382,968, as sgainst £337,29]1 during same quarter of 1873 ;
Wellington, £237,573, against £177,851 ; Lyttelton, £434,044, against
£295922 ; and Dunedin, £724,344, against £475,765. The total
return of exports during the same time, and at same places, were :—
Auckland, £148.875, againat £305,815 during corresponding quarter ;
Wellington, £338,731, againet £265,738 ; Lyttelton, £462,613, against
£507,790 ; end Duredin, £843,969, against £1,005,793 last year. It
will be thus seen that while all the ports, with the excoption of Lyttel-
ton, exceeded during the present year the importa of last year, the
exports have fullen away in all places save Wellington, which have
increased to the value of £68,000. .

Frou the ¢ Charlestown Harald® we learn that the anniversary
of the DBrighton Branch, No. 43, of the Hibernian Australasian
Catholic Benefit Society, was celebrated by a grand ball in that town
on the 7th inst. Previous to the ball a procession was formed, which
marched through the town hended by the new silk banner, belonging
to the Chaclestown Branch of the Association, A most plensant
evening was spent, all agreeing that the celebration of the snniversary
bad been well and truly honored.

TeE Wellington ¢ Independent’ suggests the propriety of the
Government having s steam launch theve and at other ports, for the
innding of immigrants. We bdlieve that plans have been made for
the building of such a launch at this port.

A SOLEMN requiem 1nass was ¢elebrated on Sunday, the 10th inst.,
in St. Patrick’s Cuthedral, Auckland, for the repose of the soul of the
Rev. Patrick Grolden, who died at Macroom, County Cork, on the 11th
October, 1878. The celebrant was the Rev. Walter McDonald, the
deecon the Rev. Q. O'Dwyer, sub-deacon, the Rev. J. Golden. The
deceased was a brother of the last-named clergyman, and s student of
Carlow, Genon, and 8t. Mary's, QOscot, Colltges. The * month’s
mind "’ for the decensed toek place on the 10th November in the
porish Church of Kilnamatyra, where his remaius are interred. The
lamented gentleman possessed talents of a high order as u seholar and
musician, He spoke several langusges, and edded wonderful mental
capacify to u herculean bodily frame, He died in the 42nd year of
his age, »nd the 15th of his priesthood, sincerely regretted by his
numerous friends. $t. Patrick’s Cathedral was draped for the oc-
casion, and the chioir executed the impressive music of the mass in a
touchiug mianner.

THE ‘TABLET’ NEWSPAPER COMPANY,

——

TaE adjourred Annual Greneral Meeting of shareholders in the TaBLET
newspaper wns held in St. Joseph’s schoolroom on the evening of
Thursday, the 21st instant. His Lordship the Bishop oeccupied the
chair, and shareholders to the extent of seventy-nine shares were repre-
sented. The minutes of last meeting having been read and confirneed,
the secrotury stated that owing to the multiplieity of the acconnts the
auditors were unable to furnich their report on the balance-sheet
which had been submitted to them; but on the completion of the
audit and the acceptance of the balunce-sheet by a meeting which
would be held for that purpose, it would be published in the TanrET
for the information of sharcholders at a distance.

Tt e chairmun eaid that slthough the balunce-sheet which had
been diawn up by the secretary could not be ofticially placed before
the meeting, not having left the auditors” hands, yet he had no doubt
but it was substentislly correct.  From that statement he was happy
to say the affuirs of the company were in a most flourishing condition,
and its success bad exeeceded lis most sanguine expectations, ‘The
paper hact been started under great disadvantages, a large umount of
the capital being absorbed 1n preliminary expensess and now at the
close of the first year, they found they had ot only their originul
capital intact, but with over £200 to the good. They might rafely
cunclude, then, that the TaBLEr was placed on & firrs Lasis, and finen-
cially und otherwise an ostablished success, showing ns it did a profit
of 40 per cent, The total number of shares which it had been ot first
proposed to issue was 1500, but of this number but 361 had been
allotted, and although appheations had been made during the pass
yeur for shares, the directors thought it better 1o refrain {rom dotny
s0 until after the annual general meeting. The question nuw arcse
whether it would noi be better to issue the balanve of unsold shares,
with the view of placing more funds at the disposal of the directory.
ilis Lordahip then paid a high eulogium to the sceretary, and stated
that 1t was owing to Lis energy, zeal, and uncensing efforts that the
present surcess ot the compuny was attribulable; for were it not for
the lntors of My Loughnan, instead of its now flourishing position, it
must have long sivce ended in fallure.  Heo thought the shareholders
owed 1he secrelary 4 debt nob ensily paid, and one certainly whioch
money could not recompense.  The directors had worked hard, but
were 1t not for the secretary, their cfforts would bave been fatile, and
the paper long since ceased to exist. He thought, therefore, that as n
debt of gratitude the shareholders should preseut thut gentleman with
u testimonial as & small recognition of lis service and zeal for the

interests of the paper. The term of office for which the dircctors had
been chosen had bow expired, and it was the duty of the meeting to
olect gentlemen to £l the vacancies.

he following gentlemen ware ther proposed and elected to con-
atilute the directory during the ensuing year :—Messrs Connor, Scen-
lan, Bunny, Downey aud Meenan.

Messra Columb and Meenan, the retiring anditors, were proposed
for re-election, but Mr Meenan haviog been elected s director was
declared iveligible, end Mr Michael Meenan was slected to fill the
vacRuCy,

On the motion of Mr Scanlan, seconded by My Columb, a4 com-
mittea was appoinged to confer and arrange for the purpose of pre.
senting the secrotary with a testimonial for his services during the
past year.

"The Secretary having intimated that on the bulance-sheet being
passed by the auditors, 8 meeting for its submission would be convened
on Thursday, 4th June, a vote of thanks was accorded the chairmen,
and the, proceedings terminated,

———

THE BIBLE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Ix the Provincial Council ou Tuesday Mr Ireland moved, * That in
the opinion of this Council, the resding of the Bible in the public
schiools of this Provinee should not be compulsory, but that the Scaool
Committees, with the sunction of the Edneation Board, ehonld have
the power to permit the reading of- the Bible, subject to the restric-
tione contained in tho Edueation Ordinance,” Aecording to the Cenaus
of 1871, there were 13,493 peareons who were not Protestants, and though
to persons of that denomination the teaching of the Bible in the public
schoola might seem quite right, he thought it hard that a man should
be compelled to pay for what he did not conscientiously believe to bo
true, It was well known thet Roman Catholics were under the
impreesion that the teaching of the Bible should only be imparted
through their priests; and he considered if people were taxed in
support of a gystem which their consciences condemned, it would be a
fiagrant injustice. It might be said that the Bible was merely read in
the schools, and that Biblical instruction was not imparted; but it
really seemed inconsistent that the statement should be made that a
book was reud, but that its contents were not taught. He had in tho
first instance intended moving the abolition of the reading of the
Bible in the schools sltogetbor, but ho subsequently thought it best to
give the system now proposed a trial.  If a man held opinions honestly,
they ought to be respected, and it was not for the Couucil to soy whese
opinion was right and whode was wrong.

An amendment was proposed by Mr Lumsden to the cffect thab
the words *‘ should be discontinued™ be introduced after the word
* Bible,” making the motion to read * That the reading of the Bible
be discontinued in the public sehools of the Province.”

Mr Stout spoke in favor of the motion, alleging that if it were the
duiy of the State to inferfore in religion, it should go farther, apd
there must be a State Cluwrch. If the matter were left to the peopla
to decide, he believed the mujority would give way to the minority,
sooner than the latter should Lave their feelings shocked.

Mr Reevos considered that if the Bible wers read to the children
in school without comment, as stated, it was far mors pernicious than
if left nlone altogether. Under these circamstances he would support
the amendment.

Mr Moliison spoke against both the motion and the smendment.

Ultimately the Houre oivided on the first-mentioned part of the
amendment to introduce, after the word * Bible,” the words “:hounld
be discontinaed.” This was lost by 20 votes to 16, The following is
the division list :-—

AYES, 16: Measrs, Bastings, J. O. Brown, &. I\ C. Browne, R.
Olarke, Dauviel, Fish (teller), Green, Huilensiein, ITazlett, Ireland,
Kinross, Lumsden, McKellar, Oliver, Reeves, Stout (tellar),

Nozs, 20 : Measra Allan, H. Clark (teller), Cumnming, Do La
Henderson, Menzies (teller), Mollison, MeDermid, M Gl
McKenzie, McLean, McNeil, Keid, Reyuolds, lioberts, Royo
ter, Turubull, Wilsun, Wood.
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MR THOMAS CABLYLE ON MODERN WORK,

PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES CONTRASTED,

Tur following unpublished letter from Mr Carlsle to Sir J. Whits
worth, regnrding the annoutcement made some time ngo of the latter's
intention to supplement the savings of his workpeople by a bonus
upon them was vead lately by the Hon. and Rev. W, H. Lyttelton at
a meeting of the Stourbridge 3chool of Art ;—*T have heard ol your
offer ou behalf of the thrifty workpeople of Darley, and of the thank.
ful acceptance of it by the district aushorities of the pluce. * = =
Would to Heaven that all or many of the captaing of industry in
Yngland had a sonl 1o them such as yours, and could do as yon have
doms, or could etill further co-operate with you in works and plans to
the like effect. The look of Hngland is to me at this moment svuy-.
dunty ominous. The quostion of capital and labor growing even
mora anurclue, insoluble altogetner by the notions hitl erto npp.ied to
15, i3 pretty certain to issue in petrolenm one day, unless some other
gospel than that of the * dismal seience * eome to luwminate it. Two
things are pretty sure to me; the first is thut capitul and labor never
can or will agree together ¢l they both first of ull decide on doing
thelr work faithfully throughout, and hke men of conscience and
bonor, whose highest aim is to behave like faithful oitizens of ihia
uuiverse, and obey the cternal commandment of Almisbty God, whe
mada them, ‘The second thing is that a sadncr object than aither thay
of the coal strizo or any considerable stifie s the fact that, loos-ly
speaking, ail England has decided that the profitablest way is to do ifs
works ill, slimly, swiftly, and mendaciously. 'Whut a contiast between
now and, sny, only 100 years ago! At the luttor date, or s1ili more
conspicuonaly for ages before that, all England awoke to its work with
an invocation to the Kternul Maker to bl a3 them fn thew day’s lubor



