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ULSTER FOR IRELAND.

—
By Fravois Davis,

‘What, though we've looked in silonce
On our country's brightening eyes,
Was our silence not prophetis
Of a soul about to rise P’
Aps the infant tempest sleepeth
On the bosom of the oloud,
Till ite ripened spirit boundeth
In a fire-flashing shroud ;
80 ariscth gallant Ulster
In her firm and fearless fow,
With the fires of their fathers,
And their love of Erin too.
For we've pondered,
As we wandered
On our isolated way ;
And your Ulsterman
And Orangeman
Axe Ivishwien to-day!

And the past ehall be forgotten,

. ‘With its days of death and gloom,
When the eye of desolation
\ Opened with our gardens’ bloom ;

And our shamrocks and our lilies
Shed confusion o'er our souls,
‘When we might have traced a heaven
Round their green and golden bowels.
Bul oh! if for a moment
. ‘We have sought a darker track,
There’s o warni and weeping weleome
For the hearts that venture back.
And we've pondered,
Aa we wandered
Like a flock had gone satray,
Till your Ulstermen
And Orangemen
Are Irishmen to.day !

For the healing words are spoken :
We are brothers, ay, sad true!
Then arouse, arouse thee, Erin!
For thy foes are curs too.
And we'll chase the demen, discord,
From our bosems and our puth ;
And we'll brush her every poison
¥rom our flowers and our heath.
Ay, we'll rival e'en our futhers,
And their fellow-martyred ones,
Tili their spirits leap mn glory
Q’er the ardour of their sons.
We've been riven,
We've been driven,
I'he crafty spoiler’s prey ;
But your Ulstermen
And Orangemen
Are Irishmen to-day!

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

By the Abbe J. E. Darras.
(Translated from the French for the New Zearaxp TaBLET.)

31.— PRETENDED BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF JESUS,

INPOSSIBILITY OF ISTRODUCING INTO THE (H0sPEL NARRATIVE THE
PrErENDED BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF JESUS,

Tz question we have here to disouss concerns a leeding point in
Gospel history—an essentially Catholic dogma, believed and glorified
by the tradition of all the Fathers and Doctors of the Greck und
Latin Church, from St. Clement, the successor of St. Peter: even to
wthe sovereign Pontifl Pins IX. gloriously seated in the Apostolic Chair.
It is against the virginity of Mary that Protestantism in our day
directs its attacks. The hostile propagundu seems to be eoncentrated
with stubborn arimosity upon this particular subject. It is impor
tant that we bring it out iu its {rue light. Before examining in detail
the objection revived from Helvidius, and brought forward by modern
atioralism, let us tuke the general ides of it, namely that Jesus had
sevoral brothers and sisters, in the modern soceptation of the term,
snd let us try to compare this statement with the Graspel narrative
Joseph and Mary had taken refuge in Egypt to remove Jesus from
the pursuit of Herod. They must have remained there some time.
8t. Iipiphanine supposcs the duration of their exile to have beaen about
two yemys. Woere children born in the interim? No. The terms of
the Gospel are express. Whoen the celestial messenger comes to
nnpounee to Joseph the death of the tyrant, the Ioly Family had not
incrensed 3 the mewbers which composo it are the anme us at the de-
porture from Bethlehem, The words of the Angel commanding the
return to the land of Tsrael, offers & complete snalogy with that which
had determined the flight into Egypr. * Arise, take the child and his
mother, and fly into Egypt,” he had said the firet time ; * Arise, take
the child snd his mother, and vetarn intoe the land of Isruel,” he said
the second time. * And Joseph rising up, took the ehild and his
mother, and returned into the Jand of Israel” Evidently there is no
reem here for gny other child but Jesus. After the return to
Nazarcth, nine years elapse up to the episode of the Jjourney to Jeru-
aalem, at the Yeast of the Passover. If brothers and sisters hod been

born in this lapse of tidhe, soma trace of them should be discernible.
The very nature of the incident velated by the Evangelist with so
many details; favors sdmirably 'the investigation in which we ore
engaged. * The child grew aud waxed strong in the fuliess of wis-
dom ; the grace of God was in him,” Thus commences the narrative
of 8. Luke. No mention is made of younger brothers or sisters on
whom the charm of that divine childhood might have been exercised.
Jesus, in the foreground; Mary and Josepl concentrating their
solicicude, adoration and love upon thia tressura of benedictions
and grace; the terrestrial trinity of Bethlshem, of the exile in Egypt,
and of the return 'to their native country, behold the Glospsl picture of
the Holy Family, preparing to guit Nazereth, in_order to mo to cele-
brate the paschal solemnity in the Holy City. No unu-ual incident
marks the journey. Since the year in whicn the Feast of the Pass-
over had been stained by the blood of the three thousand vietims of
Archelauns, Joseph and Mary had conformed to the preseriptions of the'
Mossic law, Tt is probable that Jesus had slrendy nccompanied them
on_previous occasions. At all events, if Mary had had younser
children, requiring maternal cuve, it would have been impossible
for her to necomplish this pious pilgrimage. Moreover, in the rational-
istic liypothesis, the frequent births, which must be admittad, to con-
Btitute s numerous family, would wecesssrily interpose & permanent
obstacle. Nevertheless, the Glospel attests that * every yemr” ownes
annos, the father and mother of Jesus repaired to Jerusalem to cole-
brate the Pasch. Anyoue reflecting on the import of theswe words:
omnes annod, applied, withgut exception, to an interval of nine years,
will readily understand the full force of our remsoning. This is nos
all  The child Jesus remains at Jerusalem, while his parents return
to Nazareth, after the Paschal solemnity, Thia departure occurs,
witlout nwakening the smallest disquiet in the minds of Joseph ana
Mary ; the groups of pilgrims were divided, for the journey, into two
choirs, men and women, who walked on, preceded by the children,
and chauting the psalms of Duvid. The first day's joarney was ac-
complished then, in perfect security ; Joseph and Mary believed thas
Jesns wae with their other fellow-travellers; In eomifatn, says St.
Luke. But, if Jesus hnd had brothers and sisters, it ia evident that
his parents wounld have thought that he was with them. When at the
hour of the evening encampment, Foseph and Mary make inquiries
after Jesus, it is not to his brothers and eisters they go, but vo % their
kinefolk and acquaintances.”” Reguirehant ewm inter coguatos ef notos,
In such a case, their firat inquiry would have been uddressed to the
younger members of the {amily. Mary would heve asked them:
Where is your brother? Where did you leave him? At what time
did he separate from you? These would be the promptings of o
mother’s heart. Jesus then had neither brothers ov sisters to whom
these questions could have been addressed, to learn what hnd become
of him. And, here, let ua weigh each detail of the Gospel narrative,
Either the pretended brothers and sisters of Jesus wore on the jour.
ney, or they remained still at Nazareth. In one or the ather supposi.
tion, the conduet of Mary and Jaseph, such as the Grospel discloses it
£o us, would be inexplicable. If they remained at Nazareth, who will
have takencare of them in the humble dwelling of the carpenter?
Il they remnined nt Nazareth, their pareats’ heart yearns to see them
once more.  The loes of Jesus will cause the momentary separation of
the two spouses; the one will return to Jerusalem to seek the eldast
child of the family, while the other, full of anxiety, will hasten to
emnbrags ¢he other children. Is it thus Joseph and Mary act in the
Grospel ? No. Josus is not found ameng the relatives and Imends of
the family, at the evening encampment. All is lost for Mary and
Joseph. No other nffection impedes their movements. Without
intrusting to the care of anyone these pretended children, who do nat
exist ; without bringing them back with them either, if they had been
on the journey, Mury and Joseph retrace their steps to Jerusalem,
They arrive, they find Jesus again in the Temple, scated amidat the
disciples of the Doctois, interrogating these latter, and replying to
their quescions, with a prudence and wisdom which astonished the by-
standers.  Bat Josepli and Mary are alone; they have no other
¢hildren with them, The mother, weeping, does not suy to Jesus:
Behold thy father, thy brothers and I, have sought thee serruwing.
Jesus had no brothers and sisters. Mary finds her all, finding once
more her only and first born son, When he returns to Nazareth,
Jesus is there alone, subject to his parents ; he alone fills the heart of
Mary, who keeps all his words, meditating them in hier henrt.  Alone,
a3 her son, Jesus is at his mother's side, at the marvinge-feast of
Crna. Mary, in her turn, will be alone at the foot of the eross, on
which Jesus will expire. No other child will rewmain, to cousole the
mother of sorrows. AL if Masy had had other sons snd dangliters,
would Jesus dying huave said to her, while pointing out St. Joln :
‘“ Behold thy Son " and to 8t. John, in designating Mary: * Behold
thy Mother!” The Gospel pages may be cut in pieces; ench word of
that divine book may be suilied by blasphemies ; but never will it
enemiea suceeed in introducing into the course of its narrative, another
sor, born of the Virein Mary, than the divine Child of Buthlehem.

It is stated that but four of the marines and none of the blue-
jickets originally sent to the Guld Cosst have survived. The rest
have died or have been incipacitated by the climate, 5o ay to ronder
their retwrn to Englund imperative.

Although there are fewer Liberals of all typas in the naw Parlia-
ment than in the old, there ia an absolutely grenter number of mem-
bers pledued to vote for the repeal of the 25th clause and the
disestablishment of the English Church.

A GREAT native meeting was hekl on the 16th at Kaiwhaika, in
which the Wangunui natives oined.  The object sousht to be ateuined

| 18 to incvease the number of Native representatives in Purlinment, and

-eoure greater witention to their requirements.

A wiTyEess at the Resident Magistrates Court a few daya sinos
refused to be pworn until provided with a Douay bible,



