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snd help them to do it well.  Now, all England, shopkeepers, work.
men, all monrer of competing laborers, awaken as if with an unspoken
but heartfelt prayer to Beelzebub, O, help us, thou great lord of
shoddy, adulteration, and malfensance to do our work with a mazimum
of elimness, swiftness, profit, and mendacity ; for the devil's sake,
Amen. ™ .

This sare Carlyle wrote a book some 30 yeors ago, entitled « The
Past and Present,” the drift nf which was to show that medern Eng-
land, though full of wealth and multifarious produce and supply for
humen want, was yet, so far as the industrious classes were conce::nefi,
sctunily “ dying of ingnition.” Some two millions, he enys, sit in
workhouses— poor-law prisons—or have " out-door relief " flung ever
the wall to them, the workhouse Bastile being full 10 bursting, In
thrifty Scotland itself, he adds, in Glasgow and Edinburgh, in dark
Janes hidden from all but the eye of God and the minister of God,
there are scenes of woe and deatitution and desolation such as one may
hope the sun never saw before, These things are not exceptional, but
have reference to * the common state.” Buch is the model Protesiant
country in Christendom,—the one in which the blessed fruits of Luther
and Knox's labora are said to be best seen. If our social system in
New Zealand is to be based on the Protestant English model, we may
expect to find that similar painful results will ensue, Great wealth,
extensive landed property among the few ; destitution, war and deso-
lation gmong the masses. This system has already hegun among ue,
So long ae milliops of public money are being spent on railway and
other public works, the evil may be kept within moderate bounds, but
after lavish outlay stops, then we shall have crowded workhouses and
other dismal pecessories of Protestant ' progress and civilisation.”
Things indeed are coming to a crisis at home. The English indnatrial
orders—ihie agriculturalists especially—are now learning the seoret of
their power, nud Low to use it wisely. They are alac beginning td see
the real relation in which the Catholie Church atends to popular rights
and public liberty. The Church does pot teach men to redress wrongs
by petroleum or pike and gun, but by moral and religions means, and
copstitutional organisations among the people.

In Pagan and in Catholie countries, too, God knows there are
vice and misery enough, but ony vice or misery equal to what is eeen
in England and Scotland it appeare the blessed sun never looks upon
from his rising to his going down. This should teach modesty to our
boastful Protestunt Preas—so ready to run down every thing Catholic.
Carlyle believes that our Catholic ancestors centuries ago, if poorer
then us, were for more virtuous and happy and free in many ways.
Protestantism is o mistake.

FREE-MASONRY AND THE LATE EMPEROR
NAPOLEON.

Taxr following strange and startling revelations have been taken from
the * Journal de Florence,’ an able, fearless, and accurate Catholic
journal. The article from which they are taken iz one of a series
written by the editor of that paper on the anti-Christian sects of
Kurope, and on the influsuces of Freo-Masonry on the policy of the
late Emperor of the French. It may sleo serve as & key to the cause
of the present Grerman persecutions, and the trisls to which the Holy
Father has been subjected.

The Journnl prefaces its extracts from the memoirs by stating that
all the world was well aware that Napoleon the Third was carried to
his height of power by the agency sud the emergy of the secret
societies.  All the world, too, was aware that seated on his throne of
Empire, having himself graduated in the worst of secret associations,
and forecasting for the future, he felt that religion was the surest
pillar of his power, and that the Church alone could avail to consecrate
tis dynasty into » lasting and & mighty influence ; that, in the midst
of his good resolutions for the encouragement of religious observances,
and for the protection of the Church, he was diverted from his pur-
pose by the Orsini conspiraey, and the bursting of the shell that nearly
cost him his life. The Orsini explosion was the beginning of the
* Italia Unite’"” and this fact is thus traced in the momoirs slready
mentioned :—*“On the evening of the Orsini atbempt upon his life
(Jan. 14, 1858,) the Emperor showed, in presence of the duuger o
wonder{ul coolness. Subsequently to the plots for hia assassination at
the Hippodrome and at the Opera Comigue in 1853, and the attempt |
of I'ianori in 1855, he conceived o great lLorror of the sects, and had !
resolved to devote himeelf fo the prosperity of France, nnd to the
secure establishment of his dynasty. But other reflections soon came
to his miad, and with them came that terror from the past which
gete Lold of souls, even the best disposed, nnd constitutes their severest
chostisement  What would become of the Empire and the Prince
Imperial if the seet, which had sworn death to Napoleon, were to
realise its execrable purpore? The Emperor, n prey to the most
terrible perplexitios, remembered an sdvice whick hud been given him
by his mother, the Queen Hortense :  If yon should ever find yourself
in great danger, and want counsel, consult the Advocate X. He will
be a eafe guide for you.! This advoeate was o Roman exils, whom
Napoleon had forwerly known in the Romagnu, st the time of the
Ttnlian revolt against the Holy S8ce. He was living near Paris, in
middling cireumstances—that state of comparative comfort in which
Yreemasonry in some way or other contrives to secure to its lenders,
Nuapoleon sent in quest of him, and desired him to be invited to the
Tuileriea. He wus found and promised to be at thc paluce next day.
‘When he entered the Imperial apartment, Napoleon took his hand and
snid : ¢ Fhoy want to kill me. What have I dons P' ¢ You have forgotten,’
he nnswered, ¢ that you are an Itatian, and that your oatls binds you to
the cause of Italinn glory and independence.’ Napoleon maintained that
lus love fur Ttaly was unaitered, but that, a8 Emparor of the French,
lae should think also, and primarily of the glory of Franee, 'The ad-

vocate rejoined that no one wanted to prevent the Emperor from de.
voting himeelf to the affairs of France, but that it wae his daty as well
to thuuk of Italy, and to unite the enuse of both, by giving them equal
freedom pnd the some future.  If he failed in this it was decided to
leave no stone unturned to free the Peninsula from Austrinn rule, and

to found Itelian Unity, * What, then,’ asked Napoleon, “is it T am
wanted to do?’ The adrocate promised to cunsultpwith "his friends,
and to bring him the result in a couple of days. In a day or two
the answer came that the seot demanded three thinga—firetly, the
pardan of Oreini ; secondly, the proclamation of Italian independence;
and thirdly, the junction of France jn » war with Austria,  Aun intor,
val of fifteen montlis wos allowed him for the earrying out of this
programme, nnd for that length of time he was gnavanteed an immn-
nity from violence. * Here,” says the *JFournal de Florence," * the
memoir introduces a number of documents, which showed how much
about that period, the Emperor veered and wavered in his poliey. The
Emperor worked hard to seours the pardon of Orsini, He induced
the Empross to intercede for him. [i'he Ministry and the Corps de
Diplomatique were anxious for the pardon. One man, however, held
out against it, and thia was his Eminence Cardinal Marlot, the Arcli-
bishop of Paris. The Cardinal said to the Emperor :—* Sire, you ean
8o much ju France, but you ean not arrest the arm of justics,” By a
wonderful mercy ot @God your life has bean spared in this disbolical
attempt ; but French blood has been spilled closs by you, and this
blood demands an atonement ; otherwisa every iden of jwstice would
geem to have been lost.” Napoleon underatood his position, and saw
there waa but one thing he could do. He went to visit Opsinf. We
shall never know what passed at that interview ; but it is esrtain that
Napoleon afiirmed the ouths and promises he had registered years ago
in Italy, and that he awore to him, when he could not save him, that
he would act as his teatamentary executor. Tho phrase is correct, and
Napoleoa has been the testamentary exccutor to the will of Owsini.
It was agreed that the lutter should write a letter to the Emperor,
which the Emperor was to make public, and in which the programme
of the Italian *‘iden” should be set forth. Then was witnessed one
of the growsest seandals of modern times—the reading of that letter in
the open court, gud its publication in the ‘ Moniteur” The letter is
printed in the memoir, but not its passage haviug reference to the
Pope. “Martys” (as they profanely called him) to the Italian iden,
Orsini mounted the scaffold, convinead that Italy would soon be one,
and that the Pope would be dethroned. As he was shout to die, he
cried aloud—* Vive I’ Italia, Vive la' France {” The memoir traces
the eventa that so speedily followed. Anxzious to quarrel with Austria,
end finding no pretext, the Emperor uttered the well-known words
of Janusry 1, 1859, to M. Hubnery the ambassador of Francis ogepl,
words which fell like a thunder-clap on the world, and prepared the
war of 1859. Frussia, which was not then in the game of the Ttalian
revolution, suddenly stepped formard to check the vrogress of the
"iden.” It became necessary to make the peace of Villafranen (Tuly
14, 1858), and to sign the treaty of Zurich in the year following, It
waa necessary t o quiet French susceptibilities by the anmexation of
Nice and Bavoy —to conceal from Europe the real designs of the sect,
and to put che ks to the exeoution of the Italian plans. Dissimula-
tion and deluy s suited the character of Napolion; they were the
cause of his final overthrow.  The sect cast him over, and tock Bis-
marck in his place. When the war of *70 shall have coms to be better
understood, it wil —be made manifest that the sect, rather thau the
armies of Germany, defented France, and bure away those victories
which have accomplished the unity of Italy. OF all the skilful devices
of the seet, the most dangerous one i» thit of making the people be-
lieve that everything which happens is the result of the play of dipla-
maey or of war. Diplomaey and war are of themselves powerless to-
day for the foundatian of empires and kinzdoms. Ttis the sect whielh
establishes them, and what we seen above is & cleur proof of it. Buy
there comes ever a moment when God determines to draw {rom out
the evil which Ee has permitted, the pood which He designs for Ifis
Church, He breathes upoa the handiwork of the sect, and 1t vanishes,
It belongs to the Christian people to hasten the coming of that mo-
ment by severing themselves from nll fellowship with those secrat
societies and by holding themselves [ast to the teachings of the
Church,”

ONLY AN IRISHMAN.

A Mrs Hratr, Seeretary to the Relief Committee of the Young
Men’s Christian Association in Brooklyn, New York, wrote some time
since to the ¢ Brooklyn Eagle’ thet sho considered “ the lower elass of
Trish—those that go arcund the streets dirly snd regged, whiaing for
assistance—ns unworthy of help, My work (shie adds) was to pesist
vegent, vespectable people, and I do not consider the Irish s belong-
ing to that clags.” These sneers have. beon ably anawered by an
article from the pen of the Hon, Willimn . Robinson, n veteran
American journalist and politician, who is an enthusiast in his admira.-
tion of the Lrish, of which nationality he ia himseclf a bright and shin-
ing example. After speaking of the nction of Mrs Hyatt, he proseeds
as follows :— . .

Now who, let me ask, are these horrible Ivish? At home they
have been known by many distinguished specimens, James Bavry,
the greatest British painter; Joseph Black, the greatest British
rhemst ; Robert Boyle, the greatest British philesopher; Father
Burke, the greatest pulpit orater ; ¥dmund Buylr_;e the greatest British
statesmen ; Sir Philip Francis, the greatest British satitist; Sir Hans
Sloone, the greatsst British naturahst; Speanger Bu.rr.y, the greatest
British tragedian ; and Jobn Tyndall the greatest Br1t19!1 scientist. I
might mention thousands of others—Bellew, Oamning, Onrleton,
Oharlemont, Adam Clarke, Coote, Curran, Edgeworth, Hmmet, Fitz-
gernld, Goldsmith, Grattan, Hogyn, Tiever, Lover, Muzwell, Maclise,
Fuathior Mathew, Thomas Moore, Daniel 0'Connell {(whom the grentest
living Amevican orator pronounces as equal to Webster, Clay, und
Calhoun rolled into one) Sheridan, Sterne, Swifk, U:sher. snd Welling.
ton ; and leave your readera to place them on their proper pedestaiy
of fm?;i;;ht also mention the Nugems, of Austria, the Q'Donne][a, of
8pain, and others who, ia oil nations of th? eartl, aﬁsm]ed “ Famsg's
steepest heights,” and walked ambition’s dmmun(l_ ridge ¥ with frm-.
st steps, The President of the French Republic, MacMahon, and



