
FREE-MASONRY AND THE LATE EMPEROR
NAPOLEON.

The following strange and startling revelations have been taken from
the " Journal de Florence,' an able, fearless, and accurate Catholic
journal. The article from which they are takenin one of a series
written by the editor of that paper on tho anti-Christian sects of
Europe,andon the influences of Free-Masonry on the policy of the
late Emperor of theFrench. Itmay also serve as a key to the causeof the present German persecutions,and the trials to which theHoly
Father has been subjected.

The Journalprefaces its extracts from thememoirs bystating that
all the world was well aware that Napoleon the Third was carried to
his height of power by tke agency and the energy of the secret
societies. All the world, too, was aware that seated on his throne of
Empire, having himself graduated in the worst of secret associations,
and forecasting for the future, he felt that religion was the surestpillarof his power, and that the Church alonecould avail toconsecrate
his dynastyinto a lasting anda mighty influence; that, in themidst
of his good resolutionsfor the encouragement of religious observances,
and for the protection of the Church, he was divertedfrom hispur'
poseby the Orsini conspiracy,and the bursting of the shell that nearly
cost him his life. The Orsini explosion was the beginningof the" ItaliaUnita"1and this fact is thus traced in the moraoirs already
mentioned :—

"
On the evening of tbe Orsini attemptupon his life

(Jan. 14, 1858,) theEmperor showed, in presence of the danger a
wonderful coolness. Subsequently to the plots for his assassination at.
the Hippodrome and at the Opera Comique iv 1553, and the attempt
of Pianori in1855, he conceived a great horror of the sects,and hadresolved to devote himself to the prosperity of France, and to the
secure establishmentof his dynasty. Butother reflectionssoon came
to his uiiiad, and with them came that terror from the past which
gets hold of souls, even thebest disposed,and constitutestheirseverestchastisement What would become of the Empire and the Prince
Imperial if the sect, which had sworn death to Napoleon, were to
realise its execrable purpose ? The Emperor, a prey to the most
terrible perplexities,remembered an advice which hadbeen given himby his mother, the Queen Hortense:'Ifyoushould ever find yourself
in great danger, and want counsel,consult the AdvocateX. He will
be a safe guide for you.' This advocate was a Roman exile, whomNapoleon had formerly known in the Romagna, at the tiaie of theItalian revolt against the Holy See. He was living near Paris, inmiddling circumstances

—
(hat state of comparative comfort in whichFreemasonry insome way or other contrives to secure to its leaders.Napoleonsent in quest of him, and desired him tobe invited to the

Tuileries. He was found and promised tobe at thopala<c next day.
When he entered theImperialapartment,Napoleon took his handandsaid:

'
They wanttokillme. What haveIdone ?' « Youhave forgotten,'

he answered, 'that youare anItalian, and that your oathbinds you tothecauseofItalianglory and independence.' Napoleonmaintainedthat
las love for Italy was unaltered, but that, as Emperor of the French,
ho should think also, andprimarily ofthe glory of France. The ad-
vocate rejoinedthat noone wanted toprevent the Emperor from de-
votinghimself to theaffairs of France, but that it was his duty as well
to think of Italy,and tounite tho causeof both, by giving themequalfreedom and the same future. Ifhe failed in this it was decided toleave no stoneunturned to free thePeninsula fromAustrianrule, and
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andhelp them to do it well. Now,all England, shopkeepers, work-
men,all manner of competing laborers,awaken *sif withan unspoken
butheartfelt,prayer to Beelzebub, 'O, help us, thou great lord of
shoddy, adulteration,andmalfeasance todoourwork withamaximum
of slimnesj, swiftness, profit, and mendacity; for the devil's sake.
Amen.'"

This sarce Carlyle wrote a book someSO yearsago, entitled"The
Pa»t and Present," the driftof which was to show that modern Kn?-
land, though full of wealthand multifariousproduce and supply for
human want, was yet,bo faras the industriousclasses were concerned,
actually"dying of inanition." Some two millions, he says, Bit in
workhouses-poor-lawprisons

—
or have"out-door relief" flung over

thewall to them, the workhouse Bastilebeing full to bursting. In
thrifty Scotland itself, he adds,in Glasgow and Edinburgh, in dark
lanes hidden from allbut the eye of God and the minister of God,
thereare scenesof woeand destitutionand desolationsuch as onemay
hope the sun never saw before. These things arenot exceptional,but
have reference to" the commonstate." Such is themodel Protesiant
country inChristendom,— the one in whichtheblessed fruitsofLutner
andKnox'slabors aresaid to be best seen. If our social system in
New Zealand is to be based on the Protestant English model, wemay
expect to find that similar painful results willensue. Great wealth,
extensive landedpropertyamong thefew;destitution, war and deso-
lation amongthemasses. This systemhas already begun among us.
So long asmillions cfpublio money are being spent on .railway and
other public works, the evilmaybekept withinmoderate bounds, but
after lavish outlay stops,then we shall have crowdedworkhouses and
other dismal accessories of Protestant *c progress and civilisation."
Things indeed are coming toa crisis at home. The English industrial
orders

—
the agriculturalists especially

—
are now learning the secret of

their power, and how touse it wisely. They are also beginning to see
thereal relation in which the Catholic Church stands topopularrights
andpublic libeity. The Church does not teachmen to redress wrongs
by petroleumor pikeand gun, butby moral and religious means, and
constitutional organisations among thepeople.

InPagan andin Catholic countries, too, God knows there are
rice andmisery enough,but any viceormisery equal to what is seen
in England andScotlanditappears the blessed sun never looks upon
from his rising tohis going down. This should teachmodesty toour
boastfulProtestantPress

—
so ready torun down every thing Catholic.

Carlyle believes that our Catholic ancestors centuries ago,if poorer
thenus,were far more virtuous and happy and free in many ways.
Protestantismis amistake.

to foundItalianUnity. < What, then,'asked Napoleon,« is it lamwanted to do?1 The advocatepromised to consult with hh friendsand to bring him the result inacoupleof days. lit a day or twothe answer came that the scot demanded three things— firstly th-pardenof Orsini 5 secondly, theproclamationof Italian independence;
1 *Zc *' Junctionof France ina war with Austria. Aninter-valof fifteen months was allowedhim for the carrying out of thisprogramme,and for that lengthof time he wasguaranteed an immn-nity from violence. "Here," says the " Journal de Florence,' " thememoir introducesa number of documents, which showedhow muchabout thatperiod,theEmperor veeredand waveredinhis policy. TheEmperor worked hard to secure the pardon of Orsini. He itiducelthe Empress to intercede for him. The Ministry and the Corps deDiplomatiquewereanxious for the pardon. One man,however,hold

out against it,and this was hisEminence CardinalMarlot, the Arch-bishopof Paris. The Cardinalsaid to the Emperor:
— "Sire, youcando much inFrance,but youcannot arrest the armof justice. By awonderfulmercy ot Godyour lifehas bean spared in this diabolical

attempt;but Frenchbloodhas been spilled close by you,and thisblood demands anatonement j otherwise everyidea of justice wouldseem to have beenlost." Napoleonunderstoodhis position,and saw-therewas but one thing he could do. He went to visit Orsini. Weshallnever know whatpassed atthat interview;but it is certain thatNapoleonaffirmed the oaths andpromiseshe hadregistered yearsago
inItaly,and thathe swore to him,when he could notsave him, that
he wouldact ashis testamentaryexecutor. The phraseis correct, andNapoleonhas been the testamentary executor to the will of Oi-sini.
Itwas agreed that the latter should write a letter to the Emperor,which the Emperor was to makepublic, andin which theprogramme
of the Italian"idea" shouldbe set forth. Then was witnessed oneofthegrossestscandals of moderntimes

—
the readingof that letter inthe open court,and itspublication inthe 'Monifceur.' The letter is

printedin thememoir, but not its passage having reference to the
Pope. "

Martyr" (as they profanely called him) to the Italian idea,
Orsini mounted the scaffold, convinced that Italy would soon be one,
and that thePope wouldbe dethroned. As he was about to die, he
cried aloud—" Yive 1'Italia, Vivela'France !" The memoir tracesthe events thatbo speedily followed. Anxious toquarrel with Austria,
and finding no pretext, the Emperoruttered the well-known words
of January 1, 1859, to M.Hubnerj the ambassador ofFrancis Joseph,
words which fell like a thunder-clapon the world, and prepared thewarof 1859. Prussia, whichwas not then in the game of the Italianrevolution, suddenly stepped forward to check the Drogress of the" idea." Itbecamenecessary tomake the peace of Villafranca(July14, 1859), and tosign the treatyof Zurich in the year following. Itwasnecessary t 0 quiet French susceptibilities by the annexation ofNice and Savoy

—
toconceal from Europe thereal designs of the sect,and toput che ks to the execution of the Italian plans. Dissimula-tion and delay s 6uited the character of Napoleon; they were thecauseofhis final overthrow. The sect cast him over, and took Bis-marck in his place. When the war of '70 shall have como to be betterunderstood, it wil —be made manifest that the sect, rather than the

armies of Germany, defeated France, and bore away those victorieswhich haveaccomplished theunity of Italy. Of all the skilfuldevices
of the sect, the most dangerous one is tint of making the peoplebe-
lieve that everything whichhappens is the result of theplay of diplo-
macy or of war. Diplomacy and war areof themselves powerless to-
day for the foundationof empires and liinzdomo. Itis the sect which
establishes them, and whatwe seenabove is a clear proof of it. But
there comes ever a moment when God determines to draw from out
the evil which Hehas permitted, the gootl which He designs for His
Church. He breathes upcri thehandiwork of the sect, andit vanishes.
Itbelongs to the Christian peopleto hasten the coming of that mo-
ment by severing themselves from all fellowship with those secret
societies and by holding themselves fast to the towellings of the
Church."

ONLY AN IRISHMAN

A MrsHyatt, Secretary to theRelief Commi'teeof the Youn"
Men's Christian Association in Brooklyn, New York, wrote some time
since to tho

'
BrooklynEagle

'
that sho considered " the lower class of

Irish— those that go around the streets dirly and ragged, whiuin<* for
assistance—

asunworthy ofhelp. My work (she adds) wa3 to assist
recent, respectablepeople,andIdo not consider theIrish asbelong-
ing to that class." These sneers have been ably answered by an
article from the pen of the Hon. William E. Robinson, a veteran
Americanjournalistandpolitician, who is an enthusiast in his admira-
tion of theIrish, of which nationality lie is himself abright andshin-
ing example. After speaking of the action of MrsHyatt,he proceeds
as follows :—:

—
Now who,let me ask, are these horrible Irish? At home they

havebeen known by many distinguished specimens. James Barry,
the greatest British painter 5 Joseph Black, the greatest British
phemist;Robert Boyle, the greatest British philosopher;Father
Burke, the greatest pulpit orator;EdmundBurke the greatest British
statesmen; Sir Philip Francis, the greatest British satiiist;Sir Hans
Sloane, the greatestBritish naturalist;Spranger Barry, the greatest-
British tragedian;andJohn Tjndall the greatestBritish scientist. I
might mention thousands of others

— Bellew, Canning, Carleton,
Ohnrlemont, Adam Clarke, Cooto, Cumin,Edgeworth, Emmet, Fitz-
gerald, Goldsmith, G-rattan, Hogin, Lever, Lover, Maxwell,Maclise,
Father Muthew,Thomas Moora,Daniel O'Connell (whom the greatest
living American orator pronounces as equal to Webster, Clay, and
Calhounrolled into one) Sheridan,Stcne, Swift, Usher,and Welling-
ton;and leave your readers to place thorn on their proper podestali
of fame.
Imight also mention theNugenrs, of Austria, the O'Donnells,of

Spain,and others who,in all nations of the earth, assailed "
Fame's

steepestheights," and
"

walked ambition'sdiamondridge
"

with firm-
eststeps. The President of tho French Republic,MacMahon, and
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