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sgainet us.  From the Reformation up to the present time thera has
been nothiug like a Crtholic middle class in England, and, tharefore.
nothing like a Catholie periodiral press. The Protestang press had
every thing their own way. Catholic pesple, at home ang nbrona,
were by them held up to public susp’eion. or odium, or ridicule ; the
Pope himself being often the »illain; and for this there wasg no remady.
It puid the press to abuse and calumniate Catholies, and they wera
abuged and insulted accordingiy. They sould meke no reply. In a
somewlhiat similer way, though not to the same extent, Catholics have
been wronged in the British colonies, But all this ia changing for the
better. TIn England there is now a prowing Catholie middle elrss. Tt
was sufficiently numerous to support four weekly metropolitan news-
papers, for BO years back, up to the present time, with’ several
“ Monthlies ;” and it would appenr that it iznew sufliciently numerous
{0 support one daily journal besides. The inportial portion of the
Enghish publie, ot all ereeds. will now have an opportunity of reading
true and nuthentic intelligence on Cutholie aflaivs, and of learning whas
the political principles and designs of Catholics really are. They will
have this opportunity not mercly at intervals of 2 week, or a month,

but daily, and this is & great matter. Lt in the constant and daily ro-

petition of calumny and misrepresontation against us by the Protestant
press which haes done us so much mischiel  When men sea thinns,

however incredible and false, daily repeated for Years or generations,

they come af Inst to regard them ns gospel teuthe, [t is thus that
many Protestante have from their eradle heen persuaded to believe the
most monstrous fatsehoods regarding their Catholie neighbours, and to
receive them without doubting.  Tn England, Catholie journalism has
not hitherte been n vaying business. But for the pu‘;lic apirit and

zeal of o few Cathelie noblumen and gentlemen, and one Cutholic lady,
a convert to the faith, some of the Cuthélic journals in England rould
not have fought their way as they have done to their present position of
influerce und usefulness. In these colonies the ke newapaper pregs
is but i ite infency. Yet, by the generous snppnrt of the Catholie

pepulation, it may be rcasenably hoped that it will overcome jis pre-
sent difficullies, and ia due time take up a respectable position amcng
its competitors, My impression is we ought to have no Catho'ie news.
papers in the striet and exclusive senze of the werd, but only news-
papers under such g just divection ns will da fufl Justice to Catholics as
well as other olnsscs in the State. When g newspaper assumes a Ca-
tholic name, and harps 20 constantly on purely Catholie questious, its
inflience on the pubhic mmd generally must be greatly impuired,

CORRESPONDENCE.
SONGS AND BALLADS OF THE LIVING IRISH
BARDS.

To the Editor of (ke NRW Zralaxd TaprLer,
£1m,~1t has been frequently asserted that Trefand produces no poets,
or yever did. The ealumny on the poets of our Jand is about to Lo
removed.  Ireland did produce poets, eqtill to those of any other land,
if not superior. Our Ossiunic bards were by no means inferior to
Homer or Virgil ; but it wmust be confessed (lint during tlie lust few
eenturies we lnd none the peer of Shakspeare and Milion, and little
wonder. ITmen will only glance at the history of the two nations
tiiey will eusdy pereeive why, Tut at present I emphatically state
without any hestation whatsoever, that cup Jiving Irish pocts are
infinitely supervier to those of the worve favored sistor country, and had
Mr D. F. McCerthy nnd his brother patriots sang “ (iod save the
Queen,” instead of “ God save Ireland,” the laurente's crown would
have rested on the brow of au Irish poet, but fortunately for Mr
MelCarthy, like the free-born Byion, he is able to sing and publiah
independent of court fuvors.

Con Lagland produce a living poet of any stindard merit ?
—ecertainly not. 1t is ouly in the ubsonce of a better that the auther
of “I stoed on a tower in the wet,” recoived the Lsureateship.
Can the edwirers of Kagland’s bardic sons point even to a single lyrie,
which for fire, sweetnies, grace, or melody ean comp:re with those
* beautiful but rebellious ” lyvies of Erin,

To provo beyond the shadow of a doubb that Freland does produee
bards of no uncommon merit, Mr John Fitzgerald, of Cork, has taken
up the gauntlet flung down by the living Listorian Froude, and requests
of each hving Trish bard at least one poem never before published,
leuving the ehoice of a subject tu the writers themaelves, thus prodac-
ing a toak which prowises not only to be intensely * raev of the sail,”
but novel #s anything which has ever emanated from those surprising
go a-head residints of the Uidted States. The uttenipt is not only a
Tnudable but & eommendable one, and tho-o who wish to contrihite

shew mite should send 1l ul once to the talented elitur, whasa address -

0, Adelade etrect, ok Trelnd.
4 Ay Frtzgerald himeelf 1g is unneeessary to sny mueh, His
fume, like the Trwh ruce, is world wide.  ¥roni s note in the ** Popalar
Poetry oi Iretnd,” by Duaeathan, T learn that e is an humble
mechanic of “ Cork’s own tuan,” supporting » largo fumily by the
Iabor of Lis hauds.  Yet withal he inds leisure not only ta study bu
to add to the Ltersture of lns native land, and is enthor of a amatl
volume of exquitte pociry published a few vears ugo in Cork, under
the mame of “Sougs, Balluds, nud Legeuds of the Leo” in whirh
ocrur ameng cther gracafil poems “The Apostle’s Grave,” (Father
Alstthen) aud * Uhe Blamey Blons,” whicn have enshrimod thewr
wuthor in the hearts of bis countrymen, He hna besides Intely writt oy
somee beautiful legends s} sketelies of several of the casties of Mun.
ster in the “ Bhamroek,” which prove that poetry alone is not s
forte.
As everyone is not born n poet, 1t would ba well

gons and duughrers of 1o, who glory in the rich,
el tle barda of our land would form themselves

il those geurvons
deep, mellow muoie
itito associations in

every Lown and villuge of our adepled home to sid in the publishwg
say the price of one

of this great nutiaml work, by subseribing a litsle,
eopy esch, wineh { think will herdly oxceed five shillings, 2f even hall
that, They will thus set an example of patronage far dearer than

{ court favors, n;nl stimulste to greater exertions the men,
too, whose latent talent woald do credit to any nation.
April 14, 1874, I am &c.—J1.8.P.

and women

NASERY.

To the Editor of the New Znansvp Tamrur.

Sre.—T have carefully looked orer severnl numbers of vour Paper
and faled to observe any mention of thia distreiot, Judgine from
whnt T have sren, during my short visit, T ami mapregsad with theides,
that this dietriet sesms to hnave bean Ieft ot in the enld ; aither
through the apathy of vour corvespondent, “if such » persnnage exists,'”
or probahly, tha rircumstance of other mora remnta districts or pro.
vingos being of greater moment. T will. however, with Foir permiasion,
endenvonr to supply that want which, T mnst sav, is koenly falt
by many of your supporters hers, be briefly exnrewning the opinions
of a comparntive stranger in this flonrishing mining centre, As g
Onthalic my first ohjent. on mreival, wns ko aacertain the state of Church
and sehaol affaiva.  With veanect to the foemer I am plenced to have to
announce, that, nothwithstanding the manv ohstarles thrown in the
way of the much and desereadly respected pastar Af this district, he
has now in course of eflapletion o very neat and substantial chnrch
huilding, which, I am informed, ia to he need for aghon] narposes, The
Rev. Father Rover is an well known thranghout New Zealand ng a most
exemplary priest, and far his unremitting zeal in the ranse of Cathelio
edueation, steady and unflinching toil, in the purenit of his holy mission,
that T earmot add to his well earned Jaurels. T am glad to say that
his effovts, especintly in the cause of edneation, has been 80 fur crawned
with success. The newly appointed teacher. Mr Sproule, arrived hara
last: week and hna already opened the school with an attendance of 40
pupils. This gentleman’s desrrvedly high veputation s i most sue.
cessful tencher is o sufBeient guarantes that the Nageby Catholic Sehno}
will, under Mr Sproule’s able manngement, be second to none in the
Coleny. T mnst certainly compliment the Rev. Father Royer and his
School Committes unon their judiciaus selection.

On Sunday last the holy sacrifice of the Mass was offered np in
the new chnrch. I was highly delichted with the appesrancs of this
building, thowgh nnfinished, The Rev. Father Royer with his nsual
fervour, delivered a most fudiciously selected discourse, vpon the duties
of parents respecting the education of their children. The cound angd
purely oviginal, and T muat add, hizh minded views propounded, were
unanswernable. The rev. gentleman’s wall-known hizh scholastic at-
tainmerts are prominently elucidated when addressing his people,
The suhbject of Catholi» eduention is one in which he particn’arly
excels ; his philosaphical dedsctions are peculiarly hapny and evidently
seem the unalloyed emnnations of one who has the spiritual and tem-
poral welfare of his flock at heart. What most forcibly struck me
during his disconrse was the simple manner in which he plrced the
subject before his attentive nuditors; he spoke feelinglv to the heart,
and not withstanding his foreign accent, his everyword fel! upon the
ear with a4 most pleasing effect, The singing of the children (Grregor-
ian chant) ot Veapers was very ereditable to thoir teasher, their simple
and very sweet voices eonveyed the purest harmeny to the soul. The
children are all very young. bhut seem to have reccived very carafyl
training. The Catholie body here have taxed themselves beyond their
menns, and judging from what T have already scen, thev arc most
wnilling to contribufe and give their mife cherrfully ; vet this T am in
dread will not be =nficient withont external nid. Tt ia tha unanimoun
design of the Catholics ore, that their muche-estermad pastor would
visit Danedin and obtain the sanction of our worthy bishop to collact
funds in ether districts, so 1s to ennble the p stor end people to com-
plete the noble Christinn work which they have so ereditably hegun,
' I feel guite sntisfied that it only requires to Lo known that Father
Royer solicits nid to ca>rv on his ardvous mission work. Fia many
friends throughout the Colony, would T am sure be oaly too glad to
rally round him. T have great hopes in the future prospects of this
distriet, not onlv in a moretary, but n religious and edueationa} point
of view. T shall be happv to see in fature issues of the TABLET a smajl
space devouted to the highly deserving Catholics of Neasbe. The fact
of haviny: secured the scrvices of a gentleman of edueation as tencher,
suggests to me the advisability of soliciting hia services
dent for your paper.

Tn conclusion T ecammot express the Joy it afforded me ta see
Catholicity flourishing so illustriously in the pramizing distriet of
Nascby. I pray most forvently that Almighty God
their evangelicnl pastora to direct and assist them in
| and temporal requirements,

8 correspon-

will Iorg apare
their epiritual

Tam, Yours ao,
Carnozriovs,

Nasoby, April 20ih, 1874,

A CONTRAST.

Tire fallowing artivle, with letter attached, we clip from the ‘Dublin
Evening I'>:t,” and hive no doubt hoth will be vew | with deen interest
A reverend corvespondent has favored ng with an interesting sketch
of tha C'orrvent of the Sacred Heurt, Roscren, el fureibly contrasts the
peace, order, nid gontentment prevailmy in that mstitutin, unrecog-
| uised by the State, with the mis 'ry, vies, antlidloness existing in the
! eold Tlizahathan structure, known as {ieseren Unjon Workliouse. We
i are grieved, for the a1ke of onr counteywomen, to lewrn thit the fa.
|
i

male parapors are mach more trenblesoms than the males. e cnn-
not, hawever, fecl surprised that such should bs the ease. Females
are prenharly amen thle to moral suasion, but ars Lkewiae peraliarly
tdependont of the restraiuts of anv othor kind of ciscipline, The
Pelrolewres of s, who fiereely defied the avmed soblisry, hucame
i calm a1 | daeile under the inflcence of the auns in eliwrge of the {e.
- male penitentinrios  Moveover, it is only aged and enfeebled men who
now have any weed to reside in Trish workhonses.  Whereus, the com.
parativo dearth of femalo employment compels muay womend young,
+ ¥igoeons, and healthy, to pine out o wrotehed existence in a work-
liouse.  The question now avises whether it would not be nore geona.



