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Tough-shed over others. They should consider themsolves as New
Zealanders, and he hoped that their children would oall themselves by
that name. The affairs of the colony would never be thoroughly well
managed until they had o legislature composed of native-born New
Zealanders.

Mr Olliver nsked whether it was just to free-thinkers and those
who, as he did, looked upon all religions with abhorence, to re-
establish denominational schools,

Mr Btafford did not think that those who did not belong to ary
denomination would claim to have & special school. 'When Mr Forster
introduead the Edueation Bill into the House of Oommons some two
Years ago, lie stated that it wae & curious fact that in all the reports
which were received, it was not the parents of the children who
objected to religious education, but it was some outside persons who

{ snd other denominations.

did eo, and thet statement was not contradicted. OFf couree if a
sufficient number of such people s Mr Olliver referred to were to be
fonnd they could have & seporate school, but if the views of each
poraon were to be inculeated it would amountto every man maintaiu-
ing & sthool for himself.

In reply to John Lewis, MrStafford said he considered the nation
» mass of sects, and he looked upon * national ” and * sectarian™ ns
8y 10nymous terms.

FALSE ACCUSERS.

Tae  Auckland Cross® nccuses the Roman Catholic Cliurch, and of course
its ndherents generslly, of n very grave crime. ‘They are, ho says,
@Foseﬂ w all improvement—to all “progress” in morals and in
politics, and in every department of literature, scisuce and srt—
whether amongst themselves or others. To use his own words, or
those of the * Australasian,’ which he endorses, the Boman Catholics
wre engaged in & * conepiracy,” a world-wide conspiracy against
“*liberal progress and civil society.” This serious charge is directed
more immediately against the Roman Catholic hierarchy, it is true,
bat the Roman Catholic party also must be affected by it. What the
Roman Catholic clergy believe to be their duty to God and man, the
loity believe the same, The Roman Catholic clergy have not one set
of principles and the laity anather. If the Roman Catholiz clergy be,
as the ‘ Cross” will have it, engaged in a criminsl conspiracy Lo arrest
;h_e progress of human society in all that ja good, so are we of the
atty.

‘Whatever may have been the faults or short-comings of Roman
Catholics in past ages, it cannot be said of them with truth that they
were either opposed or even indifferent to the progress of mankind in
morals, knowledge, science, or art.  The editor of the *Cross! as an
educated man, can hardly fail to know how much the arts of architee-
ture, sculpture, music and painting owe to men who profassed the
Roman Catholic faith. He must also know what has been done by
Roman Catholics to advance thie progress of astronomy, navigation, and
other arts, and to encoursge the study of the classics. He knows that
the foundations of the British Constitution were laid by Catholic hands.
Hoe also knows that even in the present age Catholics are striving to
the utmost extent of their means to educate their children in all that
is good and profitable, and 50 to keep abreast of the other classes of
the community, snd that many of them sre now honorably engaged in
the diligent practice of scientilic professions.  'Why then, knowing all
this, should he repeat the heckuied charge against us, that we are op-
posed to all progress, and are conspiring against the best intersats of
gociety ?  Ile must have a motive. Con it be a good one? Catholics
are taught to beliove, and it is to be hoped the editor of the ©Cross’
also has been taught to believe that no motive, howevee good, can jus-
tify the uttering what is contrary to the trath, It isthe more to be
regretted that the editor of the ¢ Cross’ should set himself to injure
the character of Romnn Cutholics by the repeiition of such absurd
calumnies against them, becanse it is genernlly beliavod that he is a
member of our Colonial Legislature, and, thervefore, ousht to be in.
capable of any act having the nppearance of untruthfulness and dis-
honour. Tt is o pretty general opinion among the Reman Catholic
commuuity that those editors who, Like the ¢ Auckland Cross,” eirculate
such injurious and nbsurd statements and sarmises against us ns those
above referred to, do not themselves really belisve in thom—Uut that
they are endorsed and published merely for sensationat purposes, and
because it “ pays” to give currency to them., Thisis to form 2 very
mean opiuion of the moming Protestant newspaper press, and I for
one am aversc to concur in 1t. But how are such preposterous, ahsurd
and injurious and insulting chiarges to be met by us?  One thing, we
must be eareful not to meet these #ith ungry, abusive, and offensive
language. If our enemies succeed in provoking us to any thing im-
morn} or il'egal, half their battle i3 wen.~—Yours, Joax Woon, Sur-
geon, late H.M.8,  Pitt street, Auckland, 294 April,

THE TIDE TURNING: OUR PROTESTANT ALLIES,

. ) ATUCELAYD,
Nor only Catholics, but all men who object to force the conssience of
thewr neighbor or to bunish God and relyrion from publie schools, may
rejoice ut My Rieves' recent success. No cause for despair. A ean-
didare has jnat cowe forward for o seat in the House of Representatives
28 member for an important district in the province of Avckland. He
boldly und manfully avews his determination, like your Mr Heeves,
and our Superintendent, Mr Wiiliamson, to defend the rights of
conscience, and to get his face ngainst the exclusion of religion from
public sehools, HMe will not ignore Catholic schools. He sees and
admits thar Catholics eannot in conscience send their ehiddren to
mixed o: wreular sehools ; or any schools, in fact, except those under
their awn Bihop.  He therefore tiunks it u-just to force them to pay
for the sy et of secular schools, Here is another proof that the
fide is ety in favor of juslice and denominational schools.

represent the Catholic portion of the people than Mr John Shechan,
the prosent member for Rodney is, if we judze by their publicly
expragsed viewa on the education question. But in doing justize to
Catholics, Mr Troup would do justice at the same time to Anglicans
Ho ia another instance of what is =0 often
soen~—that some of the best defenders of Oatholie rights are indepen.
dent and honarable Protestant gentlemen, whose sense of justice rises
superior to all narrow sectarian prejudice or jealonsy, and who will
not stoop to fawn or eeek for power at the expense of honor

conseicnco. I know of a case in which the eollector declined to

Catholica to pay the school rate because they were, as certified by ths
Distriet 8chool Board, supporting & school of their own. When
would the Otago people have done anything so liberal? Ave their
achools noi practically Presbyierian, while nominaily purely secular.
Honesty and sincerity before everything! It does not appear that the
Catholics in the district of Franklin nre taling means to ensure Mr
Troup’s return so far as their power goes, but possibly they way be
doing &0 in a quiet way, and of course by * moral and legal means,”
It is when Catholios employ moral and legal means of political action
that they are so formidable and give 8o much uneasiness to their
enemies. It would seem that such men as the editor of the * Tiytteltoa
Times' think Cutholics act a criminal, and presumptuons, and
“ 'nsolent ™ part in combining to mccomplish their ends by any means
whatever, even by such as are legal and moral—especially in this
colony, and ever when these ends tend to benefit othera ns well as
themselves. To resist an unjust and unegual law, or to prooure its
abolition by Parliament in n moral and lsgal manner, if attempted by
Catholics, is, according to the ‘Lyttelton Times, the Auckland
‘Cross,’ and ¢ Australasian,’ » “ criminal conspiracy ™ against “tha
laws and iustitutions of the country.” Thiais too much, considering
that the Protestant press is never wenry of declaiming about liberty
aud the benefits of a constitutlonal form of Government. They now
begin to discover that liberty und a constitutional form of Govern-
ment are fwo-edged weapons which may out not only against, but in
favor of Catholics and their legitimate power. The Oatholic Church
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is in fact, and ever has been, the best friend of civil, as well as religious
liberty when ite adherents are faithful to her principles—which they
have not always been. Traca the history of the British Constitution,
and you will find this to be the ease. - That Constitution was framed
originally by Catholic, and not by Protestant hands. It has been
altered many times and often, in many of its parte ; but in essentials
ik remaine as at first— Catholic still. It bas been used for the best
and sbused for the worst of purposes; but it is when British and
Irvish Catholics are pure and powerful, as in our time, that we see thia
glorious Covatitution being effectually used for the defence of the just
rights of all classes—the high and the low, the Catholic and the Pre-
testant together. The British Coustitution is at once the most
democratic of institutions and the most favorsble to royal power and
the.supremaocy of high rank. In this it resombles the Catholic Church,
on the model of which it is framed. Hven the chief of the Catholie
Church is * elected,” and so far is not a despot, but a popular favorite.

RELIGION AND ART.

Ix a debate in the French Assembly upon the estimites for the depart-
ment of the Minister for Instruction, Worship, anl the Fina Arts,
Deputy Gavardie spoke thus of the decadencs of Art in Franes:—

“Qentleman,” he said, © the old artists, those who have thrown sp
great a splendot over the history of art, the artists of the Tdth, 15th,
16th, and 17th centuries, of whose names I nead not remind you, wera
—and some among Ws reay be surprised to hear it, but it is neverthe-
less true —theologians before they were artists.” They were nt
doctors in Canon Tmw, but they had begun by sseking the true expres-
sion of art, that without which art beaomes somethins mercantile and
a mere trade. Technical skill i certainly not lacking in our day ; the
progress of the physiéal sciences has placed raarvellons means of exeeu-
tionin the hands of artista, What have they mile of them? They
lack the iunspiration of faith which animated the intelliyence, the
hands, the heavts of tho artists of whom I just now spoke, anl #ho
had studied at that profound soiros t'e trus notions of art, for in the
domain of intelligence everything is connectald. How eomas it that in
tha present day we have no greal wrirers, no groat posts; that at thia
moment there ara no great men of ietbors in Franca?  (Duninls on the
Lefe.) T know that we have hud them; but dv you know in what
their strength consisted—the strength of those whose names you now
invoke? Do you kuow wheues thoy derived thaic mapirilimns?
They had religious and monarchical inspirations, and Vicror Hugzo
first among them.” The Lelt laughed ironically, but enuld not deav
this, for the early writings of the uuthor of Odes af Ballades are thore
to prove it.  Still insistiig on the necewsily of a high order of s'ndy us
part of ithe education of a true srtist, ho referred to tho want of dignity
and olevation in tho art of the present day, and said : —* Wu cannot
walk through our streets aud squares and promenades without meeting
with very vulgar types of beauty. (exelamations and
loud laughter on the Left)-~often gentlemen—nand the exprassion Tam
about o use will not be metaphorical—with marble maidenas (filles de
marbre), who display rather too inzenously. . . (* Heoar, hiear,
from Depaty Pésin nnd others,) I thankmy honerablo colleagne for
demanding silence on my behalf, but [ know not how he will receive
the expression I am about to nse; I will say that those stabutes are
rather too Republican in their stylo; and at this you naedd not bo
sstonished, for they are sans culoftes.”
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Tho Giunta, or commission for seiliig off Chreh property, have
olfored to mssign 8,000 ire u-year to the world knowu sstronomer, the
Jesuit Fatner Secehi, if he will eansent to vemnin in Tome and take
the charge, as formerly, of the Observatory of the Roman College,
which the Groverament has taken into possessioa. But Father Secchi

Typup, the condidate referred to,is a young gentleman of edueation | has refused. It is now sought to obtoin bis service for the Catholic

aml mears, and of grest publie spivit, Though o Protestaut, he

Universily in Dublin. Father Secchi is alrendy an honorary membse

sliews Juin~cil to be more just to Catholice than some Cutholics thom- | of the voynl Trish Academy. IMe speaks Eoglish; and if hs a~cepts

selves src  If ho fail to gel n scat for Franklin, it is to be hioped he
may succecd claewhere—one day he must. Mr Troup is more mt to

the vyerturcs now made to bim, he will be a welcome alditioa to
Catholic and scientific society in Dublia,



