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—
Fixal Cruelties and Death of Hebod.

The massacre of the Holy Innocents was but an episode of the cruel
persecution which signalized the latter days of Herod. This prince,
says Josephus, had reached hia seventieth year. Attacked by a
malady whichleft him no hope of recovery,he grew so melancholy
thathebecame insupportabletohimself. The horror in which he was
held by his subjects, and the persuasion that they awaited his death
as adeliverance, redoubledhis rage. A sedition broke out at this con-
juncture winch furnishedhim with apretextfor satiatinghis fury (1).
Incontempt of the law of Moses, Herod had caused a golden eagle,
the symbol of Roman dominion, to be placed on theportico of the
'lemple (2). Judas, son of Seppbori*, and Matthias, son of Margalus,
two doctors of the law, whose zeal, eloquence,and deepattachment to
the nationalinstitutions, had rendered their names dear to the youth
of Jerusalem, gave full vent to their indignation. The resistance of
thePbarisees, who had just refused tocomply with the conditions of
the census imposedon them by Caesar, bad stirred up a spiritof re-
bellion in thehearts of the people. The fresh outrage done to the
Mosaic religion, by the exhibition, in the sanctuary of Jehovah of a
sculptured figure, formally prohibited by the Jewish law,served to
fill up themeasureof their exasparation. The golden eagle waspulled
down from the portico of the Temple, amidst the applause of the
multitude;this emblemof thebondage of Israel wasbroken in pieces,
and the remains trampled under foot. The agedHerod,onhis bed of
pa;n,heard thenews of this crime ;he had still life andpower enough
left to cause Matthias and all his accomplices to be burnedalive.
Seme days later, he was removed,by order of his physicians, to the
bituminous springs of Caliirrboe, situated at some furlongs from
Jericho. Josephus describes, in these terms, the sufferiug-s of the
( jrant:

— "
A slow fever, of which the burning heat seemed wholly

concentrated within him, consumed him even to themarrow ot lm
bones. A devouring appetite forced him incessantly tobe swallowing
down food, from which,however, he derivedno nourishment ;puru-
lent ulcers gnawed away his entrails, aud wrung from him piercing
cries of pain;the jointsof his limbs and his feet were swollen with
dropsical tumours and afflicted with continual pains. ... To
this horrible anguish was added that of a fetid and insupportable
odour;all His sinews were contracted and his breathing became short
and convulsive. The physicians who attendedhim were unanimous
in declaring that those diseases were apunishment upon him for his
unheard-of cruelties" (3;. Suo'i was the living carcass which the
physicians at Callirrhoe plunged into a vessel of bitumen and warm
oil. No sooner was the sick man let down into it than his body
seemed to fall topieces;his sight failed him as if he were dying. I»
thisbtate he was carried back to his bed. lleauwhile, the news of his
death began to be noised abroad. At this false report, the Jews setno
bounds to their joy. Herod,hearing it, threw off his lethargy ;he
got together the most illustrious men of the whole Jewish nation, into
a plucecalled the Hippodrome, and there shut them in. Ho then' called for his sister Salome, and said to her:

"
Iknow well that the?

j Jews willkeepa festival upon my death;however, it is in my power
to be mourned for onother accounts;do you conmand my archers to" slay ihesfl men that are iri custody immediately upon my death, and
then all Judea wi'l weep at it whether they will or no." lie then took
an apple to allay his burning thirst, and asked for aknife to cut it;
this desire being gratified, he looked about to see that there wasno-
body tohinder him, andlilted up 1113 right handas if he wouldstab
himself;but Achiabus,his firstcousin,camerunning to luru, andheld

Ihis hand, and prevented him from committingsuicide. The report of
j this event caused a great clamour in the palace. The news spread
1 quickly through the city, thai; the King hud expired As soon as
! Antipaterheardit, he g;ive way to an unnatural joy, andbesought his
j keepers, for a sum of money,to let him go. They raa and told the
King of his design; hereupon, Herod, more infuriated atthojoyof
Antipater, thaneven at the approachof death,sent some of his guards

! tomaseacre him in prison, and five days after lie expired himself,
j carrying with him to the grave the malediction of the Jews, and the
I sain of innocent bluod, shed in torrents during a reignof thirty-seven
J years (4).

(1). Joseph., Antiq.Jud.,lib,xvii,cap. viii.
(2). Ourleaders will remember theassertions ofrationalism withregard to the

inviolable domain of the Herods, which the Romaus wouldhavecaiafully
forborne to touch. Everynhere history conies toaccuse the ignorance or
badfaith of the rationalistic theories.

(3). Josesh., Antiq.Jud., lib. xvii,cap. viii,
(4). Ilerodhad reigned thirty-seven y ara, from the time he had been made

Kingby theRomaus,and onlythirty-fouryears, fromthe fall of Antijouua.
Therecital andfinal cruelties and death of Herod, which we giveheld, are
a iaithiul analysis ofchap, viii,Ix,and x, ofbook xvii,Autiq Josepliua,

a disapproval,moreorless strongly expressed,of thepolicy which his Jmeeting isintended to endorse. Even the < Saturday Review,' ex- !
presses

"
a hope thatno otherpolitician and no ecclesiastic holding a |

responsibleposition will be guilty ofthe impertinenceof interferingin
German affairs, or of the mischievous rashness of providing an excuse,
for Irish disaffection."

We read, withgreat surpriseand regret, the article on the perse-
cution of theChurch in Prussia, in the

'
Daily Telegraph.' We had

Alreadynoted that the
'
Telegraph

'
hadbeen veeringfrom the vigorous

advocacy of religious liberty, which for so many years it has main-
tained, first toa qualified approvalof Prince von Bismarck's oppres-
sion of the Catholic Church in Germany, and finally toa declaration
offull sympathy with the penallawsof theBerlinGovernment.

Almost every newspaper of standing, in London and thepro-
vinces, whatever may be its politics or its inclinations, has fully
admitted that the Falck legislation violates the liberty of religion and
of conscience. Englishmen three centuries ago endeavoured to force
Protestantism uponIreland,and Episcopacy uponScotland;and not
"to our lostiag advantage." Savage hates, bloody feuds, shameful
persecutions, and utter failure, were the only advantages England
reaped from its Falck legislation.

On the 27th of January theultra-Protestant fanatics of London
are to meet inSt. James' Hall,under thebefitting presidency of Earl
Russell, toexpress their

"deep senseof admiration" at theRmperor
of Germany's letter to the Pope,and in the name of

"
civil and reli-

gious liberty," their sympathy " with the people of Germany in their
determinationto resist the doctrines of the uitramoutane section of
theChurch of Rome." The object of thenew law is well pointedout
in a sentence or two which we quote from the leading columns of the
1Times."

"
Prince Bismarck appears to con1emplate nothing less

than the suddencreation of a Reformed Catholic Church, and to con-
sider it possible to carry out precisely the same operation as was
accomplished by Henry VIII.and Elizabethin tkis country." That,
is tosay,a repetition of persecution. Freedomof thought, freedom
of worship, freedom of opinion, freedom of speech

—
these are the

great principlesagainst whichBismarck and the Emperor are arrayed;
and it is to cheer the men of darkness in the contest that English
voices are tobe raised on the 27th ofnext January.

The English landlord interest is taking alarm. Morehumane and
nationalthan their compeers of Ireland, who, some yearsago, gloated
with the

'
Times

'
over the fact that " the Irish were gone witha

vengeance," the English landlords wish tokeep the English peasantry
intact and to improve their position- Sir Edward Watkin has broken
fie ice. He offersMr Arch twenty acr^s ofgood land situatednear a
town, at anominal rent. Had such a remedy as this been applied to
poor Ireland yearsago, thepeople ofthatcountry need not have "gone
witha vengence,"and there would how be uo fear of their returning
witha vengeance.

The largenumber of persons who have been to see Mr Holman
Hunt's grand picture, the

"
Shadow ofDeath," during the past week

shows that the interest in the works of this remarkable painter is as
great now as when his "Finding ofthe Saviour in the Temple" was
exhibitedmore than ten years ago. At that time for several months
the numbers averaged 800 visitors a day;now the daily averageis a
thousand, and an increasing one. The picture was bought by Messrs
Agnew for the unprecedented sum of 10000 guineas, and the price
requiredfor thepicture issaid to be £15,000, with possession at the
endofseven years.

Itis recordedof Lord Dennan, in his latelypublished Memoir,
that, after discribing in the O'Connell appeal case the imperfect jury
system by thenow famous expression "

a mockery,a delusion, and a
snare,"he said tohis eon, Mr Justice Denmaa, '"Iam sorry Iused
those words;they are not judicial." Itis a characteristic story, for
Lord Penman could cay the right thing hastily, almost unwittingly.

Itcan scarcely be known in England that in the English settle-
ments on the Gold Coast slavery exists iv a tnostiideous and revolting
form, and is not only tolerated, but formally recognised and sane
tionedbj law. It is generally believed that wliex*e English rule pre-
vails slavery cannot exist. Yetall the force and authority of English
law (writes the

'
Times

'
correspondent at the Cape Coast Castle) is

exerted toassist the slave-owner in his Ciaim tohis human chatlles.
On the 14th of January, the 158th day oft!ie Tichborne trial, the

i'4th day of his gummingspeech, Dr Keuealy finijehd his defence of
the };rcat Claimant. At the close of the speech, the Claimant., with
vaEt gravity and solemnity, thanked the learned advocat6 for his exer-
tions, and expressedahopesoon tobe able to pay him the sixhundred
pounds which, it appears, is the balance between the sumpaidand the
sum due to Dr Kenealy by way of fees.

Father N\igent, Chapluin ofthe borough Gaol, Liverpool, writes
inhis Report1872-73: During the ycurIhave given thepledge to
427 men and 1,098 women. An accurate account has been kept of
the men, and of the 427 only 18 have returned to the prison.

Tipperary still to the Front
—

The
'
Field

' says
— "

At the Ath-
letic Bportsat the Cumbridge University, the hurdle race (tea flights)
was won by Mr Cardeo, eldest son of Sir John C. Carden, Bait.,
D.M.,The Abbey, Templemore. The high jump (four feet eleven)
was won by the 6ame gentleman."

The '' Salford Diocesan Crusade against the Vice of intem-
perance," consisting of the association of prayer in honour of the
SacredThirst and Agon? of Our Lord and of the Total Abstinence
League, was inaugurated in the Cathedral of Salfordby theBishop
onSunday, January 4. The Cathedral was filled inallparts, even the
sanctuary "was filled withmen.

Among the calamities that markedtheyear 1873 inEngland, may
be named the Tichborne trial, v hich ended its 148th day as the old
yearclosed.

We reada sign of the times, in the fact that the first large sup-
ply of preparedpent for the Londonmarket is expectedshortly,as ex-
tensive operations are being carried on in the west ofEngland and it
Ireland.

The new residence of the Archbishop of Westminster is a vorj
large andvery handsome edifice, in which respects it is in striking
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contrast to the oldresidence in York Place. It stands on the corner
ofthe vacant square ofland upon which the new CathedralofWest-
minster is to be erected— in fact, with this house the whole square is
completed. The Archbishop is now installed in it; it is an edifice
worthy ofbeing his palace;and when the Cathedral is built there
will be the Archbishop's housenext to it.

The Very Rev.Dr Vaughan, Bishop of Salford,has written an
important letter toMr Butt. "No one," wrote his lordship," can
desire the welfare of Ireland moreheartily thanI"do, or feel how un-
equally she has been dealt with,and how unjustly she hasbeen made to
suffer for centuries. Ibelieve the next par.iamenr, if not thepresent
one, will recognise the political wisdom and justice of expending to
Ireland a larger measure of self-government than she enjoys at
present." This is cautious language, doubtless, but invaluable as
coming from an English prelate, whose attitude may be almost as
defining the direction of the ecclesiastical mind inEngland on Irish
polities.

Mr Carlyle is said to be engaged in writing apamph'et on the
struggle between theGermanG-overnmentand thePope.
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