
ANoble Organ Grinder.
—

A rather distinguished organ-grinder
has paidDublin a visit. He appears in the ttreets witha neacdonkey-
cartand a verysprightly looking donkey, gaily decked with ribbons.
He visitsall theprincipalstreets, andgets moremoneyin a day than
& commonorgan-grinderwould dream of in a month. He pu'■upat
tho principalhotelin the city,ard, wonderful to relate, supportshim-
selfsolely by the proceedsof his organ. This eccentric gentleman is
etafed to be no less apersonage thanLordLouth, who, for a heavy
wager,is on a twelvemonths' pilgrimage with his donkey, cart, and
organ.

The Census Commissioners of Ireland have finisheda reporton
thenumber of lunatics, idiots, deaf mutes, and blind, which suggest
reflections that do not often occur to the mind. The evileffects of
inter-marriage are shown in an offspring,a large percentageof which
is dumb, idiotic, andlunatic. The figures are a wholesome warning
against marriages withinany degreeofkindred.

The VeryRev. Canon Bourkeof Tuam, in a speech advocating
Home Rule said:

— " Now,Iask yon,as Irishmen, knowing the past,
how theBritishParliament persecutedIreland for the faith,knowing
how her representatives as a body— mind as a body

—
hate the

Catholic religion andCatholics, will that Parliament,Iask, evergrant
freedomofeducation ? Ianswer— never.

The Dublin of to-day.
—

Dublincan to-day bear favorablecom*
parieon witha great many cities in thematterofarchitecturalbeauty.
Inallour principalstreetsnrenumerous splendidstonebuildings, not
thought of twentyyears ago. Our post office has been greatly im-
provedJn outward appearance, and inside are increased conveniences
for the -transit of mails. Trinity College looks young withitsnew
raflirfgs andhandsome stone walls. In themore important matterof
commerce, too,Dublin will shortly vie with many ports inthe sister
isle. New docks havebeen recently opened,which bring the ships far
into theNorthern side of the city. A railway tunnelhas beencom-
menced which will run from the different railway stations to the
water'sedge. Some of our readers who havenot visited Dublin for
years,would be really surprisedat tho stir business baagot. Once
our coal fields commence to bo properly worked we will be pretty
independentof England. It is,Iunderstand, in contemplation to
deepenthe entrance to the Liffey, so thatshipsot any tonnage can
safely enter it.

The " Western Watchman,' an American paper, vindicates the
Irishpeople from the charge of being a drunken set. "SinceFather
Mathewpreachedhis crusadu against whiskey, there has been com-
paratively little of it drank by the tenantry of Ireland. The idlers
and loafersabout the purlieus of thecities and towns drink all they
can of it;but the farmers, as a class, are very temperate, and are
seldomseenintoxicated.

'From the census of Cork county for 1871, just issued,itappears I
that the populationhas decreased from 877,000 in1845, to649.308 in
1851, thence to 534,818 in 18C1, until it fell to 517,811 in 1871, a
decrease of about 360,01)0,or more than 46 per cent., in 26 years. Of
the total population'of the- County of Cork,400.905 are Catholics,
31,297 Protestant Episcopations,1216 Presbyterians,2228 Methodists,
all other denominations 2788. In fact, if the city, the other four
boroughs, Youghal, Bandori, Kinsale, and Mallow,and tho 12 muni-
cipal and other towns of 2000 or more inhabitants be excluded,there
are only a few thousand Protestants in the whole county. The
borough ofBandon,celebrated for the inscription once tobe seen on
its gates

—
Turk, Jew,orAtheist
May enter,but notaPapist,

is returnedas containing, in 1871, % population of 6131persons, 4186,
or more than 68 per cent, of whom are Catholics, the Protestants of
all forms numbering only 1945,or 32per cent. The borough, long
thoheir-loom of theBernards, has returned a liberal since 1868.

Hunt!loom cottoa weaving, which was oucoa flourishing trade in
the North Ws almost died out. Boundby the Maze,Broomhedge,
Lambry, Ilitl flail,aud Luburu, the tim« was when in everyhouse
two and three, and,insome cases, six looma were busy. Now there
id not ono for every twenty-three then. The fow remaining cotton
weavers who have not emigrated to America, as a great number of
their fellow-workers have, or turned their hands to other industries,
butheld on to the "old trade" hare had to leave thomulls andjack-
nots, which formerly kept them fully employed, and worsted gauzes,
silk andstrip gauzes, and muslin crams;and, even these areso scarce
that they cannot get enough of them to do. They arenot more than
half employed, and when they are they have to work about15 hou-s
a day to make something like8s or 9s a week. Itmust beadmitted
!lie cauat» of tbe of this once flourishing tradehas not arisen
from the high cost of labcr, but from the exorbitantprofits expected
by manufacturers, which made purcLasrra supply its place from othei
channels

Great activity has been at present evinced by seventl companies
iu'Ulster in exploringand developing the mineral wealth in the countj
ut" Antrim. Among the eoir.p-miia already engaged working the iron
mines of this district, nreMessrs Janus Fisher iind Sons, the Antrim
Iron Company, thePaikmore 'Iron Ore Company, tho Alountsushell
Iron Ore Company, and the Glengariff Iron and harbor Company
These companies represent a capital of £1,000,000 sterling, and art
opening out their mines on a veryextensive scale. The icon or<
district of the county Antrim extends over an area of about fiftcer
miles by sixteen, stretching out toworda Lame and Cushenrlall, ant
reaching wilhin a short distance of Bullymean. From the fact, thu
there is a dctoriLinaii n on tho part of some of the companies to smol
the ore- on the t-pot, winch is of first-class quality, instead of shipping
it toEngland, a.s ia done at present, goodresults may be augured.

Ihe embezzlements wnich have takpn placein connection witl
the lie^d Office of the Belfast Bank Company, form the leading topi
of conversionin tho north. The only person at present in custod;
i« Mr Smith, one of the book-keepers in the head office, bur ever
©3bit is beiui; made to capture tho manager of one of tho brand
banks- ina neighbouring oounty, who it appears was concerned in th
Ivaucis, but whohaa made off. it appears that the frauds havo bee

largelypractised upon tho Union Bank of London. Itit currently
reported that the gross amount of the defalcations will be about£80,000.

Chief BaronPigofr, latelydeceased,held his high judicial position
for twenty-sevenyears,daring which hit personal character, judicial
ability,and eminent irrpartiality werean honor to the Irishbar. His
conscientiousness led him to take immense trouble withereryease that
came before him;but theinconvenience whichit sometimes caused to
suitors andcounsel was forgotten in the high motive which dictated
it. ludeed, it is generally believed that it was the extraordinary
labour involved in the trial at the late assizes for the Montrath
murder, ia theQueen's county, which lasted nearly twomonths, that
led to the chief baron's death. The chief baron was a mostdevout
Catholic. Allhis ecns holdhigh positions.

LordO'Hagan and the Landlord Organs.
—

LordO'Hagan some-
whatastonished the Law Students' Debating Society a week agoby
not endorsing the auditor's somewhat fervid panegyric on theLaud
Act of 1870. Be admitted that it had blemishes, whichtime and its
own operations had disclosed, and these called for amendment,
especially as regarded thefacilities granted under MrBright's clauses
for the formation of apeasantproprietary. This very mild statement
of an obvious truthhas stirred up muchindignation against his lord-
shipon thepart of the landlord organs.

Lord French has sent a donation of £50 to the Home Rut*
League, for which he anticipates a signal triumph at the general
election. Tho history of Ireland show*,he thinks, that Irishmenaro
different from thepeopleofGreat Britainin their naturaldispositions,
religioussentiments, andnational feelings.

TherediedatTramore lately Bridget Hajdea, at the greatageof
103years,relict of the late MatthewHayden, who lived for101 years,
and who fought in the year 179* at the ever memorable battle of
VinegarHilL

Bishop Keane, of Cloyno Dioctoo, has through his secretary ,
directedhis name to beplaced on the requisition for the HomeRulie
Conference. Inthe course t>f a letter addressed to the secretaries of
the conference, it is statedhis lordship, at all times an earnestbeliever
in the principlesand policy of the great O'Connell, feelsthe time has
come when there cannot be a second opinion as to the right of our
couutry to manage its own affairs by a parliament assembled in
Ireland.

Inthe January number of tho Irish Monthly now beforeus we
Snd abeautifullittle poem, hitherto unpublished, from,the penof the
i*t« R. D. Williams, the well-known "' Shamrock

"
of the 'Nation.'

Itis an addreu "To the Mother of the Christmas Babe," and the
following is its concluding stanza :—

All the spheresbeholdwith wonder,
Sleeping on thy bosom lie,

Him whose wordin cloud and thunder
Hurled them flaming through the sky.

Mary!sacred Star of Ocean,
Rise thouo'er the stormy brine,

Quell thepassions' wildcommotion,
Cheer and save us, Mother mine!

Round us, while the tempest rages,
Be thy guiding lustre seen,

Andour song through endless ages,"* lii.il,Iloly Queen !"

ENGLAND.
The execution ofa memorialstutuo of Mr Millhas boen eutriisted

to Mr J:H. Folcy, R.A.
MrF.T. O'Donnell, secretary of the Savage Club,and v well-

known London journalist,dieJ recently.
The

'London Spectator/ iaareceut issue,noticesthegreat revival
in literature which has takan pUce among tha Koimn Catholic*of
Europe during the last few years.

A well-known English surgeon who 1-itely wrotea letter to the
Archbishop of Canterburyon the mischief wrought among the upper
classes by their excessive consumption of alcohol,has lately become
atotal abstainer, anddeclares thatheis jjrcatlybenefitedby the change.

Sir Bartlo Frere has delivered animportant address on the threat-
ening famine inBengal, which he estimate* tobe thecalamity of tha
liish famine multipliedby five."

Innumber, inzeal, in unity, in spiritual power,"says thePro-
testant

'Standard,' "never wua tho Roman Church more powerful
and formidable thanat present." Twenty yoarshence the 'Standard,
if it lasts so long, willbe sayLlg exactly tho same thing.

The Catholic Union of Great Britain intends toconveneagreat
Catholic meetingm St.James's Hall, on an early day inFebruary, to
be a couuter-demonstratiou to that presided over by Lord Russell
Deputationsfrom allparts ofthe country will bepresent, j

An advertisement was recently inserted by the authoritiesof a
small hospitalin the south of London for a secretary,wh->,inreturn
for fivehours' woik a clay, was offered a salary of £150. The answers
to tho atlvertiscnont, we are iuformed, exceeded 300 in number,and
among the applicants were a colonel ia Her Majesty's army anda
titledmember of a uoble family.

The English Juggernaut.
—

Under this heading the 'Globe'
denounces tin* present system of railway managementas cruel, stern,
relentless, remorseless, murdering fathers and mothers, lovers and
haters, rich aud poor, with Sphinx-like iinpa&uYcness, and with re-
morseless sureness

The conduct of the guirdians of the streets of the Metropolis
has for some tiino past been a source of anxiety to tho3e whombusi-
ness or pleasure detains from their homes until latein the evening;
but some recent ca^es of more than ordinary incompetence and
'uiuatity on tho part of the police have led to thepublication of a
number of letters in tho leading journals from the victimsof theso
attacks, which, in tho majority of induces, take placein tho West
End of the towu

We ou^ht,'perhaps, to feel rather obliged to Lord Russell for
having elicited trom nearly the whole inotrupolituapress of England
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