
GENERAL NEWS.
(Summarisedfromawexchanges.)

Ibelaxd.
Theproject ef constructing a tunnel under the IrishSea from a

pointnaarBelfast to the extremityof the peninsulaopposite in s?cot-bind,has beenrevived,,it is said,with some probability,of success.
The lengthof tire proposed work would be about twelve miles, and
theestimatedcost £23,000,000.

A Wonderful Change.— The installation of the new Mayorof
Drogheda; on New Year'sDay, was a memorable, event. The new
Mayor, we are informed, attended by theCorporation and the civic
officersarrayed in their robes,and bearing the civic emblems, pro*
ceededinstate to the Catholic parish Church, wherethey assisted at
Mass. The mace and swordof State, which were borne in thepro-
fession, wereilk* ffiftt tothe municipalityof Dreghedaof William the
Third.1 What a testimony was thus afforded of tbe inscrutableways
ofProvidence! Thegifts presented by the victor ofthe Boyne,who,
according to the inscription on tke obelisk at Oldbrige, "delivered"
thisaountry from "Popery," lent an additional splendor to a solemn
actofCatholic worship. A strange lesionis bound npia tb» fact, if
peoplewould only try to read it. This Catholic procession passed
through the streets that Cromwell deluged with Catholic blood, in
sightof the ruined abbey andchurches thatGodha» allowedto stand
until thisday, to witness the goodly pageant. Theseruined churches,
leakingon theprocession,werelikeaged Simeon who"hadreceived an
answer from the Holy Ghost that he should not see death before be
had sem the Christ of the Lord." Now their hoary walls may
crumbleaway inpeace,for they have seen the evil-doerpass away and
be forgotten,and his victims arise and oecvpy tbe land.

The staffof Professors in the CatholicUniversity has been rein-
forced by some excellent appointment*,andarrangementsare in pro-
gress for giving full effect to the resolutions. Among thenew officers
is Mr John Casey, LL.D., who has been selected for the chair of
higher mathematics, vacatedby the Rev. W.G.Penny,M. A., who
has undertakenthe charge of anEnglish mission. His appointment
has attracteda good deal of attention. The 'London Times'says of
Dr Casey:thathe w a distinguished mathematician,and willbe able
torendergood service tothe cause in whichhe is now enlisted."Disfigurement cfDnblin.— The

'
Freeman

'
onJan. 1,publishes

an interesting letter from the pen of Mr William O'NeillDaunt on
vThe ArchitecturalDisfigurement ofDublin."

The MostRev. Dr.McCormack,Coadjutor Lord Archbishop of
Aohonry,has leftIreland for Rome.

The adjourned meeting of the tenantry en the Downpatrick
estates,County Down,now the propertyofMr JohnMulholland, D.L-,
washeldin the Assembly RoomsinDownpatrick. for the purpose of
adopting an address of congratulation to MrMulholland. The meet-
ing,heldonDec.20^ wasattendedby veryfewpersons,in consequence,
probably, of an address issued Vy the secretary of the Downpatrick
Tanners' Union, warning the tenants net toattend, asMrMulholland
contemplated a restriction of the unlimited tenant right which has
existedon theseestates.

The IrishandAmericanBifleClubs.— The Committeeof theNew
York Amateur Bifle Cl»b havebeen instructed to accept the challenge
of the Irish Riflemen, not only in the club's name,but also in the
sameof the Riflemen of America. An opportunity willbe given to
theRiflemen of the United States to compete with the club's squad
for placesin the team that will be matched against the Irish team.
The team willbe restricted to the useof a rifle weighing Icb9 than ten
pounds, with a trigger pull of three pounds at least, and without
telescopicsight.

A case of police tyranny, has been perpetrated by the Dublin
v force," who opposedMr Peter Barrett's- application for the transfer ■

of a license to him. The British constitution lays down that a man is
innocent until convicted of crime. Mr Barrett wa» tried for an
attemptupon tke life of Captain Lambert, but a jury of his country-
menunanimously acquittedhim. He walked out ofthe dock aninno-
cent man in the eyes of the law

—
if that law is not a sham anda

falsehood. When liis applicationfor the license was heard, the police
and the

"
Crown

" opposed him. The policein the ease acted upon
the assumption that ho was guilty of the offence from which ho was
tleared after a searching trial. The magistrates with a subservieucy
that wouldnot do honour to thebench of the worstgoverned country
in the world, refused the license on the ground that they never grant
any when the policeinterpose their veto. Under these circumstances
can theIiish peoplerespect the laws,or have confidence in the admin-
istration of justice?

The Registrar-General has publishedhis emigration statistics for
the first tenmonths of 1872 and the first ten months of 1873. The
figures show a very marked increase in the emigration of the latter
year. In the first ten months of 1872, 71,H10 emigrants left the
country. In the corresponding period of 1873. thenumber rose to
85.286. Of these 28,789 were males,and 36,489 females. April, May
andJune ore the great mouths for emigration—

more than half the
emigrants leering the country during this period. The total emigra-
tion from Ireland since May Ist,1851, is stated to havebeen 2,247,-
883persons. Itis a most significant fact that thenumber of persons
wholeft Ireland in 1873 should exceed the number of persons who
left Irelandi« 1872 by some 14,000 persons.

In an article on the Dublin Conference the London
'
Tablet

'
refers to the allegation that the Catholic bishops are holding them-
selves aloof from the Home Bule movement. Itsays that "So long
asHome Rule steers clear cf revolution, the IrishEpiscopate arenot
called to interfere uuthoritatively on the one eide or the other.
Wtaoever suchan emergency shall arise, which God forbid, we may
"cperfectly sure that the Irish Episcopate will know how to do their
duty as fearlessly as in the critical times of the Fenian conspiracy,
even thoughitbe with as little expectationof having their conscien-
tious services recognised either by tlio desperadoesor by the Govern-
ment. Down to thepresent, at any rate, the Bishops have made no
»" go.against Home Rule, and so long as tke movement continues on

itspresent moderateand constitutional course, thej will continue to
macenohostilesign."

Bey.Patrick J.NowTsn, of Ponnybrook, died " few weeks ago.
AnIrishpaper, in referring to the service* of the deoeased, thinks
that " wemay.reckon themoral benefit*derired from theabolitionof
the oncenotorious DonnybrookFair, as redoundingmore to the good
ofthe inhabitants of Dublin than even the beautiful church which
nowadorns the TillageofDonnybrook, and whose existence is entirely
owing to theuntiring effortof the goodpriest."

BightHer.Dr O'Mahoney,Bishopof Armidale, inpresence ofa
largecongregationassembledat Lismore,recently,laid the- foundation,
stone of the firstCatholic Churchinthe Richmond Hirer district. It
wasgratifying toBee theUnanimity which prevailedamongst themeat*
bers of the various denominations present, many of whomcamsa'
distance ofsixteenmiles to witness thismost imposing ceremony.

The Cork. 'Daily Telegraph' ceastd publication on Saturday,
December13th. The paper wasat one time the 'SouthernReporter,'
and wasownedby the late Wm, Fagan, M.P., after whose deathit
passedinto the hands of a partnership, with the notoriousMiohaei
Joseph BaTry a» editor. Under the proprietorship of Mr Felix
Muilin, the* Southern Reporter,' which was originally a tri-weekly
paper,became adaily,and after a short time Messrs Potter andflKlr-
manpurchasedit,and changed its title tothe Irish

'
Daily Telegrph/

On the 15th December, the compositors who worked on the paper
suedandgot decrees from the local magistrates against theproprie-
tors, for the arrears of wages due to them. Mr Potter declaredin

'

Court thathe bad been ruiued by his connection with theconcert.
IHe was worthsix hundreda year when lie enteredit,andhadlostIt
Iall.

An interesting discovery of a number of coins wat mad* at a
place calledCloncha, about halfa mile from Culdaflbn,on the 13tfc.
December, by a man named MzGrannahan. McGrannahan waan±
moTing the surface from thetopof a quarry,and cameuponthecoin*
lying loose in the soil, abouteighteen inches deep. They were of tw»
size*,one lot of them being almost a*Urgeas thepresent half-crown,
and the other smaller. The letters area good deal ef&ced,but can
easily be made out as oneofthe silver coinsof the reignofElisabeth,
bearing the dateof1&9& On one side is

"
RigiElizsb.Ao*Ke>" and

on the obverse "Posri Deu
"

and other characters so corrodedasnot
tobe readily dircerntble. ThepictureofElizabethis quitedistinct.

His Grace the Archbishop of Cashel administered theSacrament
ofConfirmation to upwards of four hundred children, in the new
Cathedral, Thurles (now near completion) on the lath December.
This greatnumber waschieflycomposed ofthe pupilsof thePresenta-
tion Conventand ChristianBrothers'schools

Conference on the Land Question.— A NationalConferenoe ©»

the all-importantLand Question has bean convened for the 20th and
21st of January, in the Music Hall, Belfast. The programme for
discussion includes the IrishLand Act and the necessity for its amend-
ment;the Ulster Custom and the evil* of defective legislation;tn»
advisability of one just, complete, and uniform Land Code for all
Ireland:

"
Free Rent, Free Sale, and Security of Tenure." Th#-

important topicsofPeasant Proprietorship,Grand Jury Reform, the
Labor Question, Absenteeism andEmigration will also b» disci ned.

Some ofthe Catholic girls of GreatBritain and Ireland are pre-
paring an offering to the HolyFather,as amark of thHraffection and
sympathy for himinhis afflictions. It is to be called "The Girl*
Offering,"and the project has met the warm approbation of Arch-
bUhopManning, Cardinal Cullen, andmost ef the Archbishops ami
Bishops throughout theUnitedKingdom. Lady Herberthas kindly
undertaken the office of treasurer for England, the Countess of Por-
tarlington for Ireland,and the Marchioness oC Lothian for Scotland.
We wish these children

—
the Catholic girls— every success in this

meritorious design ©f "
minting money for their souls' wealth, as-

Father Faber calls it.
Itmay not be uninteresting toknow that since the days of the

Reformation,Raphoe,Berry,giving aname toa parish, &barony, and
a diocese, has been without a pluco of Catholic- worship; Strangers
visiting the locality have longnoticed the want, while the aged and
infirm worshippershaveactually felt snd deplored i*. ■The Catholic
community will,however,be glad to know that the Most Rev. Dr.
McDevitthadscarcely takencharge ofthe diocese when he turnedhis
attention to supply their deficiency, andhas beeu so far successful as
to secure a beautiful site in the environs of the town;and at a pre-
liminary meeting of the inhabitants a few days ago a subscription was
opened,and subscriptions to the amount of near £500 handed ir.

Surveying the Channel.
—

The * Cork Examiner' says:--"The _
LimerickHarbor Commissioners have been informed by the Admi-
ralty that their memorial praying that theportionof theriver Shaanon
which lies between BeaghCastle and Limerick may be surveyed, as-
thenavigationhas become considerably altered since the last surrey,
has beenno'iced for attention whena favorable opportunity occurs."

An English Company are sinking shafts at the coal field* of
Castlecomer, Kilkenny. Before they come to the coal they have t«
sink seventy yards. There is any amount of" black diamonds" in
tins district. The coal is sold here at the pit'smouthat 30s per ton.
Formerly it was sold for 10s. The mining district belongs to Mr
Bryan, M.P.,and Mr Wandesford.

New WnterfordRailway.
—

A companyis to be incorporatedunder
Act ofParliament to construct a railway from the terminationof the-
Waterford and Limerick Railway to the Waterford, Dungarvan, and
Lismorc Railway acroa9 the Surf withan extensiondescribedin the
plan. A tramway along the quaysof Waterford ia also contemplated.
The proposedcompany seeks for powers tolevy tolls and rates, to take
houses and lands, and to agree with other companiesinmatters of
management.

Mr JohnMartin, M.P.,Bends a contribution to the fund for the-
Irish Catholic University. He says:

—
"For my ownpart, as a Pro-

testant,Ifeel it a shame that, while the Protestants have secured to
themselves for their University purposes a verylarge endowment out
oi the Irish national property, the far more numerousCatholics, taxed
as they are for all public purposes at the same rate with,their. £rote

fSaiaKbyi April11, 1874.NEW ZEAIANDTABLET.10


