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GENERAL NEWax,

(Bemmarised from eur exchanges.)
InxraND,

The project of constructing s tuunel under the Jrish Sea from
oint near Belfast to thie extremity of the peninsula opposite in Seots
nd, has bepn revived, it is paid, with spme prohdhility, of snccess,

The length of the proposed work would be about twelre miles, and
the-eetimated cost £23,000,000,

A Wonderinl Change.—The installation of the new Msyor of
Drogheds;, on New Yenr's Day, was a memorable event. The new
Mayor, we are informed, attended by the Corporation snd the eivie
oflicers srrayed in their robes, and bearing the civic emblems, pro-
ceoded in state 10 the Catholic parish Church, where they nssisted at
Mase. The maee and sword of State, which were borne in the pro-
comion, were the gifts {0 the municipality of Droghedo of Williaw the
Thrd! What s testimony was thua sfforded of the inserutable ways
of Providence! The gifts presented by the victor of the Boyme, who,
according to the izseription on the obelisk at Oldbrige, * delivered "
this sountry from * Popery,” lent an additional splendor to a solemn
sct of Catholic worship. A strange lesson is tound op in this fact, if
peopls wounld only try to read it. This Catholic procession passed
through the streets that Cromwell delaged with Catholie blood, in
sight of-the ruined abbey and churches that God hae allowed to stond
uotil this day, to witness the geodly pageant. These ruined churches,
lcoking on the procession, were like aged Simeon who * had received an
answer from the Holy Ghost that he shonld not see death before he
had sesn the Christ of the Lord.” Now their hoary walls may
crwmble away iu peace, for they have roen the evil-doer pass awsy and
be forgotten, and his victims nrise and oceepy the land.

The staff of Professora in the Catholic University has been rein-
foreed by some excellent appointments, and srrangsments are in pro-
gresa for giving full effect to the resolutions. Among the new officers
is Mr John Casey, LL.D., who haa been selected for the chair of
higher mathamatics, vacated by the Rev. W, 3. Penny, M. A., who
has undertaken the charge of sn English mission. His ap
hna attracted s geod denl of attention. The ‘ London Times' says of
Dr Casey: that he is  distinguished mathematician, and will be able
to render good serviee 1o the cause in which he is now enlisted.

% Disfigursment cf Duwblin.—The * Froeman ' on Jan. 1, publishes
an interesting letter from the pen of Mr William O’Neill Daunt on
« The Architestural Disfigurement of Dublin.”

The Most Rev. Dr. McCormack, Coadjutor Lord Archbishop of
Achonry, has left Ireland for Rome.

The adjourned meeting of the tenontry on the Downpatrick
estates, County Down, now the property of Mr John Mulholland, D.L.,
was held in the Assembly Rooms in Downpatriek. for the purpose of
sdopting an address of congratulation to Mr Mulholland. The meet-
ing, beld on Dec. 20, was attended by very few persons, in “onseguence,
probably, of an address issued by the secretary of the Dewnpatrick
Farmore' Union, warning the tenanta pot to attend, as Mr Mulholland
eontemplated o restriction of the unlimited temant right which has
existed on these estates.

The Irish and American Rifls Clubs.——The Committee of the New
York Amateur Riflo Ciwb have been instructed to accept the challenge
of the Irish Riflemen, not only in the club’s name, but also in the
name of the Riflemen of America. An opportunity will be given to
the Riflemen of the United Btates to compete with the club’s squad
for places in the team that will be matched ngainst the Trish tesm.
The team will be restricted to the use of o rifle weighing less than ten
pounds, with & trigger pull of tiree pounds at least, and without
telescopic sight.

A case of pulice tyramny, has been perpetrated by the Dublin
¢ foree,” who opposed Mr Peter Barrett’s application for the transfer
of a license to hum. The British constitution lays dowu that o man is
innocent wuntil eonvieted of crime. Mr Barrett was tried for an
attempt upeon the life of Captain Lambert, but a jucy of his country-
men unanimeusly aequitted him. Me walked out of the dock an inno-
cent man in the eyes of the law—if that law is not a sham and a
falseliood. When lis spplication for the license was heard, the police
and the “Crown' opposed bim. The police in the case acted upon
the assumption thas he wae guilty of the offence from which he was
tleared after a senrching trial. The magistrates with a subeervieucy
that would not do honour to the bench of the worst governaed country
in the world, refused the license ou the ground that they never graut
any when the police interpose their veto. Under these circumstances
can the Irish people respect the laws, or have confidence in the adimn-
istration of justice ?

The Regivtrar-General has published his emigration statistics for
the first ten months of 1872 and the firest ten months of I873. The
figures show a very marked incrense in the emigration of the latter
year. In the first ten monthes of 1872, 71,610 emigrants left the
eountry. In the corverponding period of 1873 the number rose to
£5.286. Of these 28,789 were males, and 36,489 females. April, May
and June are the great months for emigration—more than half the
emigrants leeving the country during this period. The total emigra-
#ion from Ireland since May 1st, 1851, is stated to have been 2,247,-
883 persona. It is & most significant fact that the number of persons
who left Ireland in 1573 ehould exceed the number of persone who
left Treland in 1872 by some 14,000 persons.

In an article on the Dublin Conference the London ©Tablet’
refers to the allegation that the Catholic bisheps are holding them-
seives aloof from the Heme Rule movement. I says that “ 8o long
as Home Rule steers clear of revolution, the Irish Epiwcopate are mot
ealled to interfere unuthoritatively on the ouve eide or the other.
‘Wt evever such an emergency shall arise, which God forbid, we may
ke perfectly sure that the Irish Epiecopate will know how to do their
duty ee fearlessly as in the eritical times of the Fenian conspiracy,
even though it be with as little expectation of having their conscien-
tious services recognised either by the desperadees or by the Govern-
ment. Dowa to the prosent, ot any rate, the Bishops have made no
»'go against Home Rule, and s0 long as the movement continues on

pointment |

its presont moderats wud comstitutional courss, they will continue te
make no hostile sign.””

Rev. Pitrick J. Nowlam, of Ponnybrook, didd a few waeke ago.
An Irish paper, in referriog te the services of the deceassd, thinke
that * wo may reckon the moral benefits derived from the abolition of
the ouce notorious Dannybrook Fair, as redounding move to the
of the inhabitants of Dubfin than sven the beautiful church wliick
now adorns the village of Donnybrook, and whose existence is entirely
owing te the untiring effort of the good priest,”

ight Rev. Dr O'Mahoney, Bishap of Armidale, in presenes of @
large congregation assembled at Lismore, recently, laid the foundation
stone of the first Catholic Church in the Richmond Rirver district. It
was gratifying to see the unanimity which prevailed amongst tho mem.-
bers of the various denominations present, many of whom cameé a-
distance of sizteen miles to witness this most imposing ceremony.

The Cork *Daily Telegraph' cansed publication on Saturdsy,
December 13th. Tha paper was at one time the ¢ Southern Reporter,’
and was owned by the late Wm. Fagan, M.P., after whoss leath it
passed into the hands of a partnership, with the notorions Michael
Joseph Barry as editor, Under the proprietorship of Mr Felix
Mailin, the * Bouthern Reporter,” which was originally » tri-woakll{
paper, became a daily, and after a ahort time Mesars Potter and @ill-
man purchased it, and changed ita title to the Irish * Daily Telegrph.”
On the 15h December, the compositors who worked on the paper
sued and got decrees from the local magistrates againet the r:oprio-
tors, for the arrenrs of wages due to them. Mr Potter declared in’
Court that he had been ruined by his connection with the concori.
]Ellle was worth six hundred a year when ne entered it, and had loss &
all.

An interesting discovery of a number of coins was made st'a
place ealled Clonchs, about half s mile from Culdnaffon, on the 13th.
December, by & man nawed M:Grannaghan. McGronnahan was res
moving the surface from the top of a quarry, and came upoa the coine
Yxing loose in the soil, about eightesn inchea deep. They were of twe
sizes, one lot of them beibg almost as large as the present ball-crown,
and the othor smaller. The Jetters nre a good desl effaced, but can
easily be made out ms one of the silvar coins of the reign of Elizaheth,
bearing the date of 1590,  On one side is * Rigi Elizsh. A 6 aXa,” and
on the obverse " Poavi Deu ” and other characiers so corroded as no¥
to be readily dircernible, The picture of Elizabeth is guite distinot.

His Grace the Archbishop of Cashel ndministered the Sacrament
of Confirmation to wpwards of four handred childean, in the new
Oathedral, Thurles {now near completion} on the 13th December.
This great number was chiefly composed of the pupils of the Presonta-
tion Convent and Christiun Brothers' schoolke

Counference on the Land Question.—A Nutional Conferencs on
the all-important Land Question has beon convened for the 20th and
21et of Junuary, in the Music Hall, Bellust. The programme for
dizcussion includes the Trish Land Act and the necessity for its amend-
ment ; the Ulster Custom and the erils of defective legislation ; the
adviesbility of one just, complete, and vniform Land Code for nll
Irelund ;: * Free Reot, Free Sale, and Security of Tenure” The
important topics of Peasant Proprietorship, Grand Jury Reform, the
Labor Question, Absenteelsm and Emigration will also be diser ssed.

Same of the Catholio girls of Great Britain and Ireland are pre-
paring an cfforing to the Holy Pather, as a mark of their affection and
eywpathy for him in his afictions, It is to be called “The Girly
Offering,” and the project kas met the worm approbution of Arch-
bishop Manning, Cardinal Cullen, and most ef the Archbishops and
Bishops throughout $he United Kingdom. Lady Herbert hias kindly
undertaken the office of treasurer for England, the Countess of Por-
tarliagton for Ireland, and the Marchioness of Lothian for Scotland.
We wish these children—the Catholic girls—every success in this
meritorious design of * minting money foe their pouls' wealth” as
Father Faber calls it,

It niay not be uninteresting to know that since the days of the
Reformation, Raphoe, Derry, giving a name to a parish, a barony, and
a diocese, has been without a place of Catholiz worship Strangers
visiting the locality have long noticed the want, while the aged and
infirm worshippers have actually felt snd deplored it. The Catholia
community will, however, be glad to know that the Most Rev, Dr.
McDevitt had scarcely taken charge of the diocese when he turned his
attention to supply theic deficiency, and has been so far succesaful as
to secure a beautiful site in theeuvirons of the town; and at a pre-
liminary meeting of the inhabitants o few days ago a subscription was
opened, and subseriptions to the amount of near £500 handed ir.

Burveying the Channel.—The *Cork Examinetr' says: --“The

Limerick Harbor Commissioners have been informed by the Admi- g

ralty that their memorial praying that the poetion of the river Shannon
which lies between Beagh Castle aud Limerick may be surveyed, as
the navigation has become considerably altered since the last survey,
hus been noticed for attention when o favorable opportunity ocours.”

An English Company are sinking shafts ot the coal flelds of
Castlecomer, Kilkeony, Before they come to the coal they bave te
sink seventy yarde. There is any amount of * black diamonds™ in
this district. The coal is sold here at the pit’s mouth at 308 per toun.
Formerly it was sold for 10s. The mining district belongs to Mr
Bryan, M.P., and Mr Wandeslord,

New Waterford Ruilway.—A company is to be incorparated ander
Act of Parliament to construct & railway from the termination of the
Waterford and Limerick Railway to the Waterford, Dungarvan, and
Lismore Railway across the Buir with an extension described in the
plan. A tramway along the quaye of Waterford ia also contemplated .
The proposed eompnny seeks for powers to levy tolls and rates, to take
houses snd lands, nnd to sgree with other companies in matters of
management.

Mr John Martin, M.P,, sends a contribation to the fund for the
Irish Catholic University., He says :—" For my own part, a8 & Pro-
testant, I feel it a shame that, while the Protestants have sccured to
themseives for their University purposes & very lurge endowment out
ol the Irish national property, the far more numerous Catholics, taxed
as they are for all public purposes at the same rate with thow Prote



