
the earnest part taken bj Irishmen inthe work ofcolonisation. Look-
ingback,itmaybe from time to time with amelancholy yearning for
the oldassociations,yet never losingheart,we understand that though
the colonising generationmust ever have two homes

—
that of its birth

and that ofits adoption— the duty of everyman is first of all to the
country in which his lot is cast. (Cheers.) It would be a poor
tribute to the land of our birth to show ourselves useless
in the land of our adoption. (Hear, hear, and continued cheers.)
From century to century people of differentnationalities have met in
Ireland,buttheir descendants a*e all now Irishmen and Irishwomen,
bo,different nationalities aremeeting now inNew Zealand, and their
descendants will all be New Zealanders. (Cheers.) Let us take care
whatbloodis now infused into the growingnation,and that only the
noble racesmay, so far as we can help it, be the progenitors of the
futureNew Zealanders. (Renewedcheers ) As Irishmen, without
losing their love of nativeland, are members of the great British Em-
pire, comay our children, while loving the land of their birth, never
be narrowed by insular prejudices or by the petty conceits naturally
engendered in a small estate. (Hear,hear, andcheers.) Let us hope
that, fortunate as ourselves, our children and our children's children,
may be citizens of a world-wideEmpire

—
and that more fortunate

than us, they maybe able, without leaving their father's home, to
toast their nativeland. (Loud and prolonged cheering )

Tue toast wasdrunk amid theutmost enthusiasm.
His Honor the Deputy-Superintendent(Mr R.J. S. Harman) in

the course of proposing the toastof
"ThePatron Saint of Ireland,"

said lie thought there could benodoubt whateverthat St.Patrick was
inhis time a great coloniser. His influence was etill pervading the
Irishpeople. (Loud cheers.) He thought that warm-heartedness
wasa characteristic of Irishmen and Irishwomen

—
(cheers)

—
and he

wasglad to see so large an assemblage present on this occasion to
celebrate thenational anniversaryof their country.

His Honor MrJustice Gresson wasreceived with long and pro-
longed cheers onrising to propose the next toast. Hie Honor said—

MrChairman andGentlemen,
—

The toast which has been entrusted
tome is, " Irishmen athome and abroad." The subject is so fruitful,
andIam so conscious of my inability to handleitasitdeserves, thatI
am almost temptedfor the first time in my life to regret that Iaman
Irishman. Ishall not enter upon the troubled sea of Irish politics,
but shall content myself withshowing, asIthinkIshallbe able todo,
that Ireland, notwithstanding the many disadvantages under which
she haslabored, from thepovertyanddiscomfort of the largerportion
of her inhabitants, as well as from other causes, has producedher fair
proportionof distinguished men

—
(loudcheers)

—
and thatnot only in

one particularline
—

as generals, for instance
—

but also of statesmen,
scholars, orators,lawyers, painters, and authors. (Renewedcheers.)
Evenin thehigher branches of science

—
astronomy, for example

—
we

have Lord Rosse, Sir Wm. Hamilton, and others who have made
themselvearenowned. (Cheers)Foremost amongstgenerals weof course
claimthe Duke of Wellington,

"
the vanquisherofthe vanquisher of

the world;" and withhim his gallant companions in anna,Sir Fredk.
Ponsonby/who didsuch goodserviceatWaterloo,andSir W.Napier,the
author of

"
The Peninsular War ;" Lord Gough, thehero ofMood-

kee,Ferozesha, (it is ahard word topronounce
— laughter)

—
Sobraon,

and Googerat, who thrice received the thanks of both houses of
Parliament for his services in China and India— besides many others
toonumerous to mention (Cheers.) Of statesmen and scholars,
who more eminent than Edmund Burke and Lord Wellesley. The
latter, in the judgment of Dr Goodall, the well-known master of
Eton,abetter Greek scholar than even the famous Porson. (Cheers )
We ako claim with pride the Lawrences, those distinguished brothers
to whomIndia owes comuch at the most critical times ofher history,
oneof whom, the Governor-General of India, was succeeded by ano-
ther Irishman, the late lamented Lord Mayo. (Cheers ) Canada
also owes to Ireland her present most popular Governor, Lord
Dufferin. (Renewed cheering.) We are rich in orators. Besides
EdmundBurke, whose surpassing eloquence outshone even thebril-
liant speakersofhis day, we have Grattan, Curran, Sheridan, Lord
Plunkett (the only speaker whom Lord Broughan feared), Richard
LalorShiel, O'Connell, and many ot'sers; and we now have the
Bishopof Peterborough, who justly ranks among the greatestofour
living orators. (Cheers.) It would be tedious to enumerate the
many distinguished lawyers whom our country has produced,from
theRight Honourable William Saurin, Attorney-General for Ireland
ia the early part of the present century, down to Lord Cairns, the
presentLord High Chancellor ofEngland. Itmust be confessed that
our poets are few in number, andnot the most eminent. Although it
has been often said that

"
Poets are born, not made," and although no

amount ofeducation willmake a poet without the poeticinspiration,
yet we find that our greatest poets— Shakespeare, Milton, Byron,and
Tennyson— were men of high culture, who hadavailed themselves of
all the advantages of education which England possessed, and in
which, alas!Irelandhas always been deficient. (Hear,hear ) But
there are passages of exquisite beauty in the poetry of Moore and
Goldsmith, and whatcanbe more perfect than the well knownode of
Charles Wolfe on the death of Sir Johu Moore? Recurring, for a
moment, to Goldsmith, althoughperhaps the present generation may
not appreciate themerits of the "Vicar of Wakefield," its popularity,
to use the words of Lord Macaulay,"has lasted,and will last, as long
as ourlanguage." (Cheers.) Amongst authors we must not pass
over DeanSwift, althougha melancholy instance ofmisdirected genius
and wastedpowers. The success ofCharles Lever and Lover, in their
differentlines, is undoubted. (Hear, hear.) What Ihave «aid as to
the culturenecessary to make a finished poet,npplies in somedegree to
the art ofpainting. But notwithstanding the disadvantages under
whichIreland has laboured, she numbers among her sons some dis-
tinguished painters

—
Sir Martin Archer Shee for example,the Presi-

dent of the Royal Academy,Mulready and Maclise. In divinity we
claim several men eminent for their learning, of whomIneed only
mention ArchbishopUsher and Magee, author of the well known
workupon the atonement. Imight, mention McClintock, McClure
andothers whohave made a name for themselves by their exploitsat

sea;butIfeel thatIhave already trespassedon yourindulgence. I
cannot, however, conclude without mentioning the names of John
Robert Godley andJames Edward FitzGerald, of whose well-directed
enthusiasm,ability, integrity, and devotion to the public service we
arenowreaping the fruits in the prosperity ofthis province. (Loud
cheers.) Would thatMrFitzGerald were here this evening tocharm
usby his eloquence on a theme so congenial. (Renewed cheers.)
Gentlemen,itonly remains for me to thank you for the patience with
which youhave listened to me, and to aßk you to drink with all the
honours the'toast

"
Irishmen at home and abroad" (Loud andpro-

tractedcheers )
The toast was drunk with intenseenthusiasm.
Mr George Gordon (Town Clerk) was called upon to propose

the toast of"The Daughters of Erin," which he was sure would be
received with the greatest acclammation. He could not propose the
toast without quoting the opinion of Mr S.C. Hall, who said that
Irishwomen were the most faithful women tobe foundinany country;
that they were thebost children, thebest wives, the best mothers that
he had evermet within his travels, and it was well known that Mr
Hallbad travelled through all parts of Ireland, and was thereforeno
mean authority on the snbject onwhichhe had written.

The toast wasdrunk amid loudcheers.
MrFt W. Thiel wasreceived withcheers onrising to propose the

next toast. Ho said that the toast whichhe wasdelegated topropose
wasone which they, asIrishmen, couldnot but cordially endorse, as
howeverlong theymight have been away from the country of theirbirth,a desire for the prosperity of their nativelandmust alwaysbe
prominentin their hearts. (Cheers ) In spite of a bad harvest,a
financialcrisis inAmerica,and other drawbacks, the prosperity of their
country was steadily, if slowly on the increase. (Hear, hear.)
During the lastyear the linen manufacturersof theNorth had hada
hard battleto fight,but they had stood their ground, and werenow in
courseofrecovery from a greatcommercial depression. (Cheers.) A
steady stream of immigration continued tocarry off the surpluspop-
ulation to countries where amore profitable employment for its labor
and energy could be obtained, and it was a matter for regret that
owing to the greatdistance between the two countries, New Zealand
had up to thepresent time participated so little inthe influx, but it
was to be hoped that wilh free passages, good ships, anda careful
attention to the comfort of thepassengers, wemight soonobtain afair
shareofthe best class of Irishlabor. (Hear, hear,andcheers.) The
shipping trade ofBelfast, Dublin,Cork, Waterford,Limerick,&c, was
increasing yearbyyear. Railways werebeingrapidly pushedforward,
aid a system of central termini adopted

—
in fact, things generally

evinced prosperity. (Cheers.) Still there v/asmuch to be done,much
misery tobe alleviated before Ireland couldbe considered prosperous,
and the greatest difficulty to overcome was the reconciliation of
religious differences. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) That difficulty, let
us hope,wasdaily becoming less;in fact,he felt sure it was whenhe
saw around him that eveningmen of all religious denominations met
together todo honor to the memory cf their Patron Saint— men who
he felt certain would all heartily join withhim in drinking the toast
he now proposed

— "Prosperity to Ireland." (Loud cheers.)
The toast was drunk with greatenthusiasm.
MrT. I.Joyiit,Provincial Solicitor, was received withloud cheera

on rising to propose the next toast. He said:Mr Chairman and
gentlemen,Ihavebeen a3ked by those gentlemen who havehad the
direction of the affairs of this meeting toproposethe toastof" Irish
Authors." IfIhadbeenin aposition to consult my own feelings jn
this matter, Ishould unhesitatingly have declined the task.
Not, let me assure you,from any wantof sympathy with the subject or
any failure of appreciationof the honor conferred onme, butbecause— and Isay it with regret— lhave been for a good many yearspast
preventedby circumstances from pursuiug the study ofthe national
literature of Ireland, and thereforeIfelt,and do now feel, that a toast
of this characterought to have beenplaced in thehands of someone
more fitted by habit of reading and thinking, andby natural ability,
todo justice toit and tothe subject of it. For, sir, the toast whichI
am commisioned to submit for the acceptance ofithis meeting is with-
out any doubt the toast

—
themajor toa9t of the programme. Iassert— without any desire to abate one particle of the honor, love, and

affection that weowe toand feel for our Queen, ournative land,and
our fellow couutrywomen and fellow countrymen

— that the great in-
tellects who raised up by their genuis thebeautiful structure of our
national literature, and who exhibitedto anadmiringworld the charms
of that land andall that was attractiveand lovely in the characteristics
of its people

—
that these are the true glory of that laud and the true

crownof that people
— (cheers) —and that thehonor andaffection that

weowe to them, and feel for them, is greater and deeper and more
enduring than any other earthly sentiment. (Loud cheers.) Sir,Ilia
heart of an Irishman— andby that expressionIintend toembrace an
Irishwoman, too— (laughter)— is peculiarlyimpressible,andas a gene-
ral thing itretains and treasures up in its recesses the memory of
benefits conferred, anda warm senseof grateful love for thebenefactor,
andIrish nuthors— her bards, her orators,herhistorians, her novelists,
andher sculptors, andpjinters, have conferred on Irelanda boonand
a blessing that Irishmen will never forget,and for which they will be
gratefulso long as thenationality of Ireland exists. (Loud cheers).
Sir,Ithink that on an occasionlike the present it wouldnot be desir-
able or acceptable to you thatIshould enter into a dissertation on the
literary merits of Irish authors, or that Ishould sketch the history of
the rise andestablishmentof the literature ofour country. To do sj

effectually,it would be necessary to deal with a language in which,
unhappily,Iam not a scholar, and with institutions and a civilisation
thit have to a great extent vanished

—
and of which the traces an.l

relics that havecome toour hands areneither numerous nor authen-
tic;butitis impossible to speakor to think of our national literature
without feeling impelled.to sing the praises of a host of men whose
namescrowd upon thememory, and the brilliancy of whose genius,
and the fervor of whose love for their native land have enshrined
themin thebreast of every true Irishman

—
(Prolonged oheers)— and

Icannot, jn the fulness of my nationalprideon this occasion, refraia
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