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Strachan’s Breweries ;were to conteat for £10 a-side, and which bas
been on the fapis for some weeka past, was pulled on Tuerday after-
noon, As on the last Burke's men were victorious.

A 84D case of drowning occurred at Port Chalmera a few days
ago, James Murphy, who fell off & lighter, drowning just as assistance
came to hand. He csught hold of sn oar reached to him but being
too weak let it po, eank, and was Growned.

Ovn Auckland correspondent telegraphs, on the 18th inatan!s, as
follows i—Businese done—Bank New Zealand, £17 28 6d; National
Bank, £3 4s6d ; Alburnin (second issue), bs 6d ; Caledonian, £92s 6d;,
Sone of Freedom, £6; Union Beach, 23s to 25a ; Caliban, 4s; Wmd-
gor Castle, 1a. Between one and two thuusand Catholic children
gathered yesterday in Mr Dignan's paddock, near the Cathedral,
and marched through the city to the Domain, to celebrate the usual
St, Patrick’s Day Féte, under the management of the members of
the Christian Dootrine Society. Three bands (Hobsom, Otahuhy,
and Temperance) attended. The weather was beautifully fire. A
most enjoyable day was spent.

THE IRISH AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

ST. JOSEPH'S BRANUH, No. 73.

THE membars of the above Society took occasion, while celebrating
the festival of Ireland’s Patron Baint, of also holding the first anriver-
sury of the formation of the Society in Dunedin. Thie took the shape
of a supper, which was given with the twofold object on the evening
of Tuesday Just in the schoolroom attached to St. Joseph's Church.
1t is but twelve months since the Dunedin branch was instituted, and
the number of members already on its yoll is somewhat ponsidemble;
while, judging from the muster and interest displayed in its welfare by
thoss attending its celebration, there is every prospect of its being
largsly increased. Bro. Carroll, the President, occupied the chair, on
his right and left being tho Vice-President and Secretary; while the
vice-chair was filled by Mr Perrin, of St. Joseph's echool. The
attendance was far more numercus than had been expected, between
150 and 200 persons being present; but owing to the excellent ar-
rangements, which were made by the indefatigable Secretary (Bro.
Bunny), the temporary crowding was soon remedied. The supper
room was tastefuliy decorated with ferns and evergreens, the walls of
the building being artistically draped w_vith flags of the differeut
nations, which, beside relieving the otherwise bare appearance, had a
moat pleasing effect. Conepicuons at the back of the Chairman hung
the banner of the Society—which we may say had been unfurled for
the @rst time—to which every eye was attracted on entering the room.
It is, as mny have been expected, ot‘_green_silk, having a fringe of
orange—-s most judicious blending, beside being a most pleasing con-
trast— with clusters of shamrocks ot each corner. In the centre is an
ancient Irish cross, with the inscription, “In hoc signo ¥incis,’ an
angel being immediately above, with the appropriate motto, ** Ceade
mille fealthe.” To the right and left of the centre piece are the coafs
of arns of Anstralia nnd Ireland respectively, the latter being com-
posed of the Hibernian barp, round tower, and Irish wolf-dog ; while
the representation at the foot of the banner is ea-ily recognised as the
arms of New Zealand, its towering mountains and rugged grandeur
being most faithfully executed. The banner, though not a large one,
is most tasteful in design, and reflects the g1 eatest credit on Mr Power,
of this city, by whom the work was executed. That a Society which
haa been such a ghort time in existence could unfyrl on its first anni-
versary a banner such as graced the supper-room, spaaks volumes for
the past energy of its members, and augurs ?vell for the future, That
the present flourishing position of the Society, both financially and
numerically, is due in'a great measure to the unabated zeal of Bro,
Bunny, ali are prepared to admit; end a5 2 mark of the high appre-
ciation in whicl he ie held by the members, he wns presented by the
Chairman with a suitably eagraved watch and chain on their behalf
In fact, he may justly be termed the father of the movement in
Otago, for not only was he the originator of the branch, but since
its i tiatien he has had to contend with diffieulties of no ordinary
natars, and has now the proud satisfaction of celebrating its first
anniversary under such happy auspices. St. Joseph's, though itself
comparatively so young, is now looked upon ss the parent in
Otago, 8s well ns in other Provinces, the Society having extended
itself to Naseby and other inland towns of the Province, The catering
on the cccasion was done by BMr Gollar, of Albany street, and con.
grdering that the number of tickets disposed of was much in excess of
what had been expected, and that neither edibles nor liguids were by
any means limited, he is deserving of commendation. Mr Sykes pre-
sided at the Piuno, and BMr O’Connell contributed to the harmony of
the evening, not only instrumentally, but alse sang the * Picture on
the Wall,"” in o manrer thet was most deservedly applauded. Mrs
Frazer sang “ The Jear Little Shamrock,” in such style as enthusias(i-
cally to cowmand an gncore.  While Bro. Connor's rendering of “ Oh,
Erin my Country,” was given with great feeling and effect. The
wortly Chairman (Bro, Carroll) also contributed his quota to the
harmouy and conviviality of the evening, and though somewhat
nervoue, gave the pretty ballad of * Good bye, Swestheart ; good bye,”
in such & manner as to leave no doubt of what he could do. In fact,
one and all, officers and brethren secemed to vie with each other in
their effprts to make the ocension what it has been, an unqualified
success, Ample justice having been done the good things provided—
those who were late having made up for lost time—the tablea were
cleared, and the Chairman called upon

The BrerETANY, who read an apology from His Worship the
Mayor, expressing vegret that illuess prevented his attendance, but
expressiag his hearty and sincere wishes for the welfare and prosperity
of the Society, Ihe Secretary also took occasion to apologise for his
brother, who was also unavoidably absent.

The PrEsIDENT eaid he would then give the first tosst of the
evening 3 and as he was not an advocate for lang speeches on occa-
gions like the present, he would cell upon all present to drink “The
Heelth of His Holiness.”
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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Bro. J. CoNyOR said the honor hed devolved upon him to respond
to the health of His?Holiness, and, as a member ofpthe Hibernian and
Australian Cathalic Benefit Society, which was notonly a benefit but pre-
eminently a religious society, he had great pleasure in doing so. The
Holy Father was the head of the Church, of which the Society was an

,off-shoot, and he therefore congidered the toast a mest fitting one on
an occasion like the present. At the present time His Holiness waa
surrounded with troubles, and threatened with dangers of such a
nature, as not only to ecommand the good wishes but alsg the succour
end gid of afl true Catholics. Although the calamities by which His
Holiness was surrounded were almost unparalleled in the aunals of
the Church, yét the manner in which they were me$ had called forth
the admiration and sympathy of even his enemies. Though the trials
and afflictions to which he had been subjected were both manifold and
grievous, and the irou rod which was depressing the Catholic Church
was o bitter one, yet he would look forward with courage and confidence
to the defeat of her enemies, fully believing that the barque of Peter
would ride triumphantly through the storm, (Applause.}

The toast of " The Queen and Royal Family ™ was then given by
the President, and being briefly responded to by the Vice-chairmar,
the toast was drunk with all the hanors, the band playing and the audi-
ence joining in the * National Anthem.”

The “Army and Navy” was uext on the list, with which the
name ot Bro. Toal was coupled.

Bro Toal in responding said that he comsidered himeelf a fitting
person to speak to the tosst, innemuch as that he was an Irishman,
‘Whatever had been the faults of Irishmen, no one could deny that
they had a great deal to do with the successes on sea and land, which
had made the name of England feared abroad and respected at home.
Everyone waa aware of the blood tkat was epilt, and there were but
few families in Ireland who had not saddened hearts and empty fire-
sides in the cause of England's greatuess. Mothers had freely given
up their sons; aye, and swecthearts their lovers to make the Army
and Novy the bulwarks of Brifish liberty {applause).

The PRESIDENT hext proposed  His Honor the Superintendent,
coupled with the name of Mr Reeves” He coneidered that His
Honor was entitled to the special thanks of Irishmen, os it was mainly
through his efforts that St. Patrick’s Day had been gatetted a Gov-
ernment holiday,

Mr RERVES, in responding, enid that he considered a high henor
hnd been paid him in coupling his name with that of His Honor, and
begged 1o express his extremeo pleasure at being present that evening.
Being the youngest mewmber of the Provincial Council, he did not
wish to spesk polities, but with regard te His Honor he might say
that there was no man in the province who had done more and had ite
interests more at heart than the present SBuperintendent; and it was
through his untiring efforte that the city possessed an estate of greater
value than aoy in the southern hemisphere. It would be deemed
presumptuous on his part to say much with reference to the Provineial
Couneil, yet e was sure that the coming session would be one of great
importance ; and he lioped to see the lands of the colony in the hands
of permanent proprietors in the shape of small landlords. Bofore
resuming his seat, ho wished to exprees his gratification at the intro-
duction that evening of a fush'on, which he would be glad to see
more generally indulged in. He alluded to having the fair sex to grace
occasions of the present kind, Gallantry was one of the characteristics
of the Irish race, and he did not sce why the sterner sex should mono-
polise all the enjoyment, as had hitherto been the case. He thauked
the Society and those present for the enthusiastic manner in which the

| toast had been received, and trusted that it wounld not be the last

| cecasion of 2 like nature at which he would be present.

1 “The Mayor and Corporation, coupled with the name of Mr

| Barnea ¥ was then proposed.

Mr Bannes was rather taken aback at being called on to epeak, as
he considered his friend and colleague Mr Reeves had handled the
Provincial Council so well, the City Council might also have beea lelt
in his charge, But he supposed he (Mr Barnes) should have to do,
23 he Lad always done in o good cause, mever shrink back in its
defence. He perfectly endorsed all Councillor Reeves had said with
reference to the presence of the ladies, and believed if they were
present at weetings of another kind, they might have had less stormy
ones than of Inte. However, in his opinion, those jars which somes
objected to had u healthy sign about them, for as sure as_the City
Council were quarreling among themselves, the citizens might rest
satisfied, it was for some specific end, and their rights were not
neglected. Ile would much prefer to ses each indiridual member
atand up for the ward ho represeuted, for whea everything went
amooth and gquietly they were like o purcel of old ladies at a tea-part
—all scandal and no work. Mr Reeves was somwehat after bis own
style, and did not believe in letting matters go easy, and thn.n wag tho
principal reason why he had given that gentleman what assistance he
eould towards entering the Provincial Couneil {laughter).

The next toast, proposed by the Vice-president, was ® The Day
we Celebrate,” Bro. PERRIN in speaking to the toast, referred to the
God-like conduct of 8t. Patrick, who returning good for evil, returned
to the land in which he had been held in bondage, and kindled a
flame which never was, nnd never would be extinguished., The success
which attended the introduction of Christianity into Ireland was like
the radiance of a morthern summer ; but its duration was not that of
a chort summer ; and the learning and piety which ovarshedowed the
land caused it to be justly termed “The Island of Saints,” All this
and the glovies of that faith which millions of Ireland’s sons and
daughters have carvied with them ioto exile, has been the work of
Ireland’s Apostle, and calls upon all present to do honor to * The Day
we celebrate.” L.

The PrEsipiNT, before proposing the next toast, "said he had a
most pleasing duty to perform—thai of presenting to Bro. Bunny,—
who, he was sorry to sny, was abeut to leave the diatrjet—a watch and
chain on behalf of the Society, He then made a formal presentation
of the watch and chain, the former having the following inscriptioun :
« Presented to Bro. F. Buzcy, by the members of the ‘H.A.C.B. 8o




