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[Saturday, March 14, 1874,

The Tichborne Claimant has been found guilty, and sentenced ta
fourteen years’ imprisonment,

NEWS BY THE CALIFORNIAN MAIL.
ENGTLAND.
Mg J. L. WrIGH?, of Birmingham, has received a letter fiom the
Minister of Immigration, New Zealand, offering to grant passages to o
eelected number of agricultursl laborets, and inviting Mr Arch to visit
New Zesland.

Daring Janunary, ten ships lett with immigrants for New Zealand,
ond eleven others were {o foliow in February. About 2500 souls are
to be despatched per month. The Kent Agricultura! Laborers’ Union
gent 200 adults, per William Davie, for Otago; and 75 in the Welling-
ton, for Wellington, Previous to their departure a grand entertain-
ment was given. at whizh 1600 persons were present.

AMERTCA.
There was great excitement at San Francisco the day the s*eamer
left. The evening papers are in demand at one dollar end upwards,
owing to a personal difficulty between two editors and their frienda.
1t ended in n general shooting match ol round.

In New York, 10,000 dollars were paid for holding o post mortem
examination on the Biamese twins.

EANDAVD,

The Macgregor is jammed into o coral yeef at Kandavu, and it is
very doubtful if she can be got off, after the failure of the powerful
adtempts made.

HONOLULT,

There was great excitement in Honolulu, ending in an ottack of
the patives on the Legislative Chamber, smashing everying, even cut-
ting and destroyivg the records. Many members were wounded,
eeveral supposed mortally, and the remainder obliged to take refuge
nbove the ceiling 4l finally relieved by the marines and sailors from
one of the British and two American men-of-war in harbour, TFhe
relief eame just in lime to save the building from being fired and mem-
bers being burned with it. The scene is desoribed as savage and wild
in the extreme, Crowds of mad matives dragging out members and
others who had supported the election of a King ; beating and tramp-
ling on them in the strects, smashing carriages and everything near.
The cause of the excitement is the opposition to the election of a King ;
the natives wanting Queen Emma instend, The riot berun at two
o’clock and lasted till six o’clock, when the Maegregor left. There are
no published accounts, but the intelligence is perfectly reliable.

FI1J1.

The *SBtar's’ correspondent, writing from Levuka, March 2nd,
says that annexation is now counted a certainty. The natives are all
favourable. The comwodore is at Bau, tbe royal residerce, where all
the chiefs are congregated, and where all the terms of annesation are
being agreed upon.

ATGSTRALIA,

MELBOURNE, February 28.—The Victorian Purliament iz to be
dieeolved on the 9th March, and My Francis's ({he Chief Sccrotary)
election addrees will appear next day.

The clections are likely to cause great excitement.

The New Guinea Colonisation movement is progreseing strongly, |
and the promoters intend asking for the cession of 10,000 neres of land |
from the natives. i

Syp¥ry, February 28.—Mr M‘Leary has presented his matural
history colleciion and £7000 to the Sydney University.

The Palmer River rush is over, aud all who ean are returning.
Numbers are dying on the rond of starvaion and eshaustion, The
township is almost comapletely deserted, and provisions are so scavce
that they are at famine prices, while to add to the misery the rivers
are flooded.

HIBERNIAN ATUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT ,

*OCIETY.
Tae Quarterly Meeting of St. Josepir’s Branch No. 78, was held last
Monday evenung, There was a lar.e attendance. The President in
the Char.

The Secretary read letters from Bro. Byrne, Corresponding Seere-
tary ; Dro. Howwud, Past Chief President ; and from Bro. Griflin, the
Representative of the Otago Brauches of tlie Annucl Movable Meet.
ing of the Society, which was held last week at Blelbowne; all the
letters contained information of the utmost nnportance to the Branch,

The Secretary read a letter from Bro. C. K. Bunny, 1 which he
atoted that cwing to his long absence frow the Brangh, und the uncer-
taingy of his return, he considered it his bounden duty to tender hiy !
resignation as Vice-Presidet, at fuc same time thazking the members |
£r the respect that they had shewn to hira and to his office daring the
time that lie held the position. His resignation was sceepted, and
Bro. Charles Feazon, the late Guardian, being the ouly oficer eligible
for the eflice, wos appointed in Ins stead, I

Mr Fredenck William Hoffman was duly initiated a {ell Benefit
Member,

The Scerctary read the Balance Sheet, which was received subject
io the Report of the Aunditors.

The Lew bunner of the Society was unfurled by Bro. J. Boyian,
to whom had been enirusted the duty ol getting it exceuted. The
banner, nhich s painted on green silk, by Mr Power, Leith street,
is 60 cxquisitely doue, that it exceeded the members’ Inghest expoct -
tion, and the unfurling wos met with a rapturous end prolonged
appiguse. A hearly vote of {hanks was proposed to Bro. d. Aloylan
for lus indelsuguble zcal in getting the banner finished in time for the
Supper on 8t. Pabrick's Day,

the alk for the banner, the seller would not cut the picce, consequently

there were six yards over, but that this would not be a loss to the' ublic :
Society, as Mr Power promised lum that if the Brauch so desired, he | other religious denominaticns after the swme fushion, except Presby

would paint the “ Haip of Erin" on it, and that he wouid do a0
gratuitcusly ; the announcement was received with ¢heers.  The banner
1 a very handsome one, being a credit to the Society, and to the
Artist.

to get the Society's dispensation framed prior to the supper at his
own expense, and he thought that the least they could do in order to
repay bim was to record him a sineere vote of thanks. The propesi-
tior: wag received with warmnth, and carried by acclamation.

The secretary to the SBupper Committee stated that an agreement
had been mede with Mr Gollar, confectioner, Albany strest, to supply
the supper at 78 per head; that the services of Mr Charles Sykes,
pianist, and Mr;0’Connell, violinist, had been procured. Tickets were
distributed amongst the members, each of themw pledging their word to
do their utmost to dispose of ns many as possible.

A number of the members volunteered to decorate the school-
room on the moruiog of St. Patrick’s Day with flags, evergreens, and
flowers.

Friends to the cause having gardens will confer a great favor to
the Society by giving as many flowers as they can spare to the mem-
bers of the branch, many of whom will be in the schoolroom all the
day.

7 Tickets may be obtained from BMr Macedo, bookseller, Princes
street.

Persons interding to be present should procure their tickets
immediately, in order that the caterer may know how many he is
expected to provide for.

We trust to see a good sprinkling of the fair sex present.

RANDOM NOTES.
A chiel’s amang ye takin’ notes,
An’ faith he'll prent "em.

TrERE seeme to be n disposition on the part of the Great Unpeid
to make it tropieal for any offending Son of Neptune whoe may be
brought before them. The principal erime at present lsid to the
charge of Jack is that he is desirous to partake of the general prosper-
ity of the colony, and try his fortunes on land instead of sea. When-
ever euch saverance from his ship is not indor:zed by his captain, the
law is invoked, and no matter how weighty the penalty, the general
verdict seems to be ' Served him right; hit him again, he has no
friends,” Now it is a bad rule that will not work both ways; and I
fail to see the equity of all the justice (P) being on one side, As
matters stand at present, a master who hns ahipped his crew in any
port other than s Vietorian, is at liberty to discharge his entive crew, and
re-ship & compauy at a port where the wages are considerably less than
what he has been paying, lenving the unfortunate men where there is
a surplus of labor, eud consequently at o disadvantage. One would
imagine that were protection enough ; but this is how Juck is pro-
tected. If he unfortunately takes French lcave, or even absents
himself from his ship for forty-eight hours, he is linble to be appre-
hended as a deserter, and the term of imprisonmwent to which he his
subjected is governed eutirely by the whim or state of bile of the
presiding power, in addition to having his pay forfeited. Why is this
thus ? Why should all the equity and sympathy be on the side of the
one ; while the other has not only to bear the brant of his offences (1)
but encounter a certsin degree of ¢dium which attaches itself to it ?
I pause for a reply.

The elections have come and passed, and the seat vacated by the
Hon, John has already found a successor. The aepirants for the
coveted honor were four in number, but in realify the contest lay
between bui two; as the successful candidate could have afforded %o
have the numbers polled by his three opponents bulked and still head
the list. Tt is said that the candidature of Mr Chapman originated in
a joke j—to which, howerer, he wes not a party. T con easily believe
the first, whilst doubting the second statement. If, however, the full
story be correct, then Mr Chapman has unconsciously been the means
of imparting a deal of genuine amusement.  This was the more oppor-
tune as an acerdent had prevented Mdlle. Jenny Claus from appearing
in the earlier part of the week, but if she had done so, T question
whether the attendanee would liave been numerous, in the face ot the
counter atiracliors. Mr Chapman, who, appeared in the character of
the  Untried Blember,” in the different portions of the city, was
always received with the appreciation he so richly deserved ; and the
gravity with whicls he yeplied to the query “ whether he would be in
faror of subsidising State soft sosp manufactories ?” by answering

;¢ decided!y not; it would be manifesily unfair to the present oses,”

fairly convulsed his andience, and would have made Niobé herself
smile again.  Such iunocence, snd the utter want of suspicion of
bauter is most refreshing iu these precocious days, sand speaks highly for
the native Duvedinites. No doubt the result of the election as affect-
ing Mr Chapwsn is due to the selicitude of the electors who are
angious fo preserve this rara avis, and are fearful that were he sent to
lierd with the wily oned who pereh in the Provineial Couueil, the ex-
perience there to be lenrned would not be so desivable as Liis present

. blisaful mnocence.

PETER Possua.

THE ‘TABLET,” THUE : GUARDIAN, AND THE
“ ULTHRAMONTANES™
Ix your article of the Tth inst. you treat the *Qtago Guardian’ gs
honest Lzaac Waltou recommendad all anglers te treat their fish after
#lrgoking him)” You treat the * Guardian’  gently,” This is the
best mode of dealing with such men.* Ilis priveiples, so far as regards
the treatment of his Catholic fellow ecitizens, are no doubt abommnably
urbitrary, wijust, and cruel.  He obviously would, if he had the
power, exterminate the Catholic Chureh without much regard to the

" means he employed, nr at lenst he would destroy its independence en-
Bro. J. Moylan stated that in buying |

tirely, and malke it a mere depuriment of the Civil Government, after
the manner of Bismarck, snd place it under “a Bowd” or o Mime-
try of Worship and Public Iudustries.” Of course he would serve al-

terianism perhaps.
But then o man mey be o perjurer, a murderer, or a thief inno-

. cently—under certnin circumstances—and all in good fuitl and under
| & mistake.
Tle Secretary stated that Bro. Breunan had kindly volunteered ; and withont malice or corrupt motive.

He may swear faleely in ignorance, excusable ignomance,
Hc may take the life of bis



