
RANDOM NOTES.
A chiel's amangye takiu' notes,

An' f.dthhe'llpreiit 'em.
There seems to be a disposition on the part of the GreatUnpaid
to make it tropical for any offending Son of Neptune who may be
brought before them. The principal crime at present laid to the
charge of Jack is that he is desirous topartakeof the generalprosper-
ity of the colony, and try his fortunes on land instead of sea. When-
ever such severance fromhis ship is not indorsedby his captain, the
law is invoked, and no matter how weighty thepenalty, the general
verdict seems to be

"
Served him right ;hit him again, he has no

friends." Now it is a bad rule that will not work both ways;andI
fail to see the equity of all the justice (?) being on one side. As
matters stand atpresent, a master who has shipped his crew inany
port other than aVictorian,is at liberty to dischargehis entire crew,and
re-chipa company at aport where thewagesare considerably less than
what he has been paying, leaving the unfortunatemenwhere there is
a surplus of labor, and consequently at a disadvantage. One would
imagine that were protection enough;but this is how Jack ispro-
tected. If he unfortunately takes French leave, or even absents
himself from his ship for forty-eight hours, he is liable tobe appre-
hended as a deserter, and the term of imprisonment to which he his
subjected is governed entirely by the whim or state of bile of the
presiding power, in addition tohaving his pay forfeited. Why is this
thus ? Why should all the equity and sympathy boon the side of the
one ;while the other has not only tobear the brunt of his offences (?)
but encounter a certain degree of odium which attaches itself to it ?
Ipause for a reply.

NEWS BY THE CALIFORNIAN MAIL.
ENGLAND.

MeJ. L. Weight, of Birmingham, has received a letter fiom the
Minister of Immigration,New Zealand,offering to grant passages toa
selectednumber of agricultural laborers, and inviting Mr Arch to visit
New Zealand.

During January, tenships leit with immigrants for New Zealand,
and eleven others were to follow in February. About2500 souls are
to be despatchedpermonth. The Kent AgriculturalLaborers'Union
sent 200 adults, perWilliamDavie,for Otago;and75 in the Welling-
ton, for Wellington. Previous to their departure a grand entertain-
ment wasgiven, at which1600 persons were present.

AMERICA.
There was great excitement at San Francisco the day the sfeamer

left. The evening papers are in demand at onedollar and upwards,
owing toa personaldifficulty between two editors and their friends.
It endedina general shooting match all round.

InNew York,10,000 dollars werepaid for holding apost mortem
examination on theSiamese twins.

KANDAVU.
The Macgregor is jammed into a coral reefat Kandavu,anditis

verydoubtfulif she canbe got off, after the failure of the powerful
attempts made.

HONOLULU.
There was great excitement in Honolulu, ending in anattack of

thenatives on the Legislative Chamber, smashing everying, even cut-
ting and destroying the records. Many members were wounded,
several supposed mortally, and the remainder obliged to take refuge
above the ceiling till finally relieved by the marines and sailors from
one of the British and two American men-of-warin harbour. The
relief came just in time to save thebuilding from beingfired andmem-
bers beingburned withit. The scene is described as savage and wild
in the extreme. Crowds of mad natives dragging out members and
others whohad supported the election of aKing;beatingand tramp-
ling on themin the streets, smashing carriages and everything near.
The causeofthe excitement is the oppositionto the election ofaKing;
.thenatives wanting Queen Emma instead. The riot began at two
o'clock andlasted till six o'clock,when theMacgregor left. There are
no published accounts,but the intelligenceis perfectly reliable.

FIJI.

The
'

Star's
' correspondent,writing from Levuka, March 2nd,

says that annexation is now counted acertainty. The natives are all
favourable. The commodore is atBau, the royal residence, where all
the chiefs are congregated, and where all the terms of annexation are
being agreed upon.

AUSTRALIA
Melbotjene, February 28.

—
The Victorian Parliament is to be

dissolvedon the 9th March, and Mr Francis's (the ChiefSecretary)
election address will appear next day.

The elections are likely to cause greatexcitement.
TheNew Guinea Colonisation movement is progressing strongly,

and thepromoters intend asking for the cession of 10,000 acres ofland
from the natives.

Sydney, February 28.
—

Mr M'Leary has presented his natural
history collection and £7000 to theSydney University.

The Palmer River rush is over,and all who can are returning.
Numbers are dying on the road of starva'ion and exhaustion. The
township is almost completely deserted, and provisionsare so scas'ce
that they are at famine prices, while to add to the misery the rivers
are flooded.

The elections have come and passed, and the seat vacatedby the
Hon. John has already found a successor. The aspirants for the
coveted honor were four in number, but in reality the contest lay
between but two;as the successful candidate could haveafforded to
have the numbers polledby his three opponents bulked and still head
the list. Itis said that the candidature of Mr Chapman originatedin
a joke;

—
to which,however, he was not apaity. Icaneasily believe

the first, whilst doubting the second statement. If,however, the full
story be correct, thenMr Chapman has unconsciously been the means
ofimparting a. deal of genuine an>u?ement. This was themore oppor*
tune as an accidenthad preventedMdlle. Jenny Claus from appearing
in the earlier part of the week, but if she had done so,Iquestion
whether the attendance would have beennumerous, in the face ot the
counter attrnclious. Mr Chapman, who, appeared in the characterof
the

"Untried Member," in the different portions of the city, was
always received with the appreciation lie so richly deserved;andthe
gravity with which he replied to the querj

" whether he would be in
favoi- of subsidising State soft soap manufactories?" by answering" decidedly not ;it would be manifestly unfair to the present ones,"
fairly convulsed his audience, and would have made Niobe herself
smile again. Such innocence, and the utter want of suspicion of
bauter is mo>t refreshinginthese precociousdays, and speakshighly for
the nathe Duuedinitcs. No doubt theresult of the election as affect-
ing Mr Chapman is due to the solicitude of the electors who are
anxious to preserve this rara avis, and are fearful that werehe sent to
herd with the wily one} whoperch in the Provincial Council, the ex-
perience there to be learned would not be so desirable as bis present

, blissful innocence,

i Peter Possum.

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

The Quarterly Meeting of St. Joseph's Branch No. 73, washeld last j
Monday evening, There was a lar^e attendance. The President in
the Chair.

The Secretary readletters from Bro. Byrne,Corresponding Secre-
tary;Bro. Howard,Past Chief President;and iroin Bro.G-riflin, the ,
Representativeof the OtagoBranches of the Annual Movable Meet- !
ing of the Society, which was held last week at Melbourne;all the '
letters contained information of the utmost importance to the Branch, j

The Secretary read a letter from Bro. C. E. Bunny, m which he t
stated thit owing tohis long absence from theBranch, and the uncer- j
tainty of his return,he considered it Ins bounden duty to tender his I
resignation as Yice-Presicfent, at rlie same time thanking the members

'
f>v the respect that they had shewn tobun and tohis office during the
time thathe held the position. His resignation was accepted, and
Bro. Charles Fearon, the late Guardian, being the only officer eligible ,
for the office, Masappointedinhis stead. I

Mr Fiedenck William Hoffman wasduly initiated a fullBenefit:
Member. i

The Secretary read the BalanceSheet, v.hich was received subject i
<o the Report of the Auditors. i

The Lew banner of the Society wasunfurled by Bro. J.Moylan, j
to whom had been entrusted tiie duty of getting itexecuted. The
banner, whichis painted on green silk, by Mr Power, Leiih street,:
is so exquisitely done, that it exceeded the members' highest expect

-
tion, and the unfucling was met with a rapturous and prolonged
applause. A hearty vote of thanks was proposed to Bro.J. MoUan
for Ins indefatigable zeal in getting the banner finished in time for the
Supper onSt. Patiick's Day. Bro. J. Moylan stated that in buying
the silk lor the bauner, the seller wouldnot cut thepiece,consequently
there were six yards over,but that this would not be a loss to the
Society, as Mr Power promisedhim that if the Branch so desired, he
wouldpaint the "Haip of Erin" on it, and that he would do so
gratuitously;the announcement was received withcheers. The banner
is a very handsome one, being a credit to the Society, and to the
.Artist.

The Secretary stated thatBro. Brennan had kindly volunteered

iIn your article of the 7th inst. jou treat the
'
Otago Guardian

'
as

Ihonest I/aac Walton recommended all anglers to treat their fish after
|iv hooking him.

"
You treat the

'Q-uardian
'

"gently." This is the
|best mode ofdealing with such men.' His principles, 60 far as regards
I the treatment of his Catholic fellow citizens, are no doubt abominably
!arbitrary,unjust, and cruel. lie obviously would, if he had the
power, exterminate the Catholic Church without much regard to the

!means he employed,or at least be would destroy its independence en-
i tirely, and make it amere department of the Civil Government, after
|the manner of Bismarck, andplace it under "aBoird"

or "a Minis-
1 try of Worship and PublicIndustries." Of coursehe would serve al-
j other religious denominations after the same fashion, exceptPresby

tenanism perhaps.
But then amanmay be a perjurer, a murderer, or a thief inno-

cently
—

under certain circumstances
— and all in good faith and under

Ia mistake. He may swear falsely in ignorance, excusable ignonnnce,
j and wjthout malice or corrupt motive. He may take the life of his

THE 'TABLET,' THE 'GUARDIAN,' AND THE"ULTRAMONTANES."

[Saturday, March H, 1874.NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
TheTichborne Claimanthas been found guilty, andsentenced to

fourteen years'imprisonment.
to get the Society's dispensation framedprior to the supper at hi3
own expense, and he thought that the least they could do in order to
repay him was torecord him a sincere voteof thanks. The proposi-
tion was received with warmth,andcarried by acclamation.

The secretary to the Supper Committee stated that anagreement
hadbeen mcde with Mr Gollar, confectioner,Albany street, to supply
the supper at 7s per head;that the services of MrCharlesSykes,
pianist, and MrjO'Connell, violinist, had been procured. Tickets were
distributed amongst the members,each of thempledging their word to
do their utmost todisposeof as many as possible.

A number of the members volunteered to decorate the school-
roomon the morning of St.Patrick's Day with flags,evergreens,and
flowers.

Friends to the causehaving gardens ■will confer a great favor to
the Society by giving as many flowers as theycan spare to the mem-
bers of the branch,many of whom will be in the schoolroomall the
day.

Tickets may be obtained from Mr Macedo, bookseller,Princes
street.

Persons intending to be present should procure their tickets
immediately, in order that the caterer may know how many he is
expected to providefor.

We trust to see a good sprinkling of the fair sex present.
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