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Mz Barton, in his address for the defence, objected to the practice of
waking general and brond statements in informations. He knew it
waa done in the Supreme Court—but it was done thera by only one
practitioner, * and nove of the remainder of us have either the option
or choice of doing 50.” He hoped that such would not be the case in
this Court.

TEE Superintendent of Westland made s financisl statement on
the night of the 4th inst., and aleo tabled the estimates ; and estimated
the expenditure for the year at £88,000, and the receipts £86,000.

TaE * Timara Herald,’ in noticiog the candidates ia the field for
Mr Bathgate’s vacant seat in the House of Representetives, regards
Mr Fish as hardly the stamp of man that is wanted just now,

THE passengers per Scimitar number in all 273 statute adults and
77 children, equal to 350} statute adults. OF thewe, 180 males and
151 females are ¥nglish; 5 males and 3 females, Scotch ; 22 males
and 7 females, Irish; 43 males ond 30 females, from foreign countries,
Of those by the Carnatie, the following are the Natienalities—Eng-
land, 129; Irish, 101 ; Ssotch, 11; Channel Island, 8; Cunada, 6—
total, 255 souls, equal to 2104 statute adults, A large proportion of
the Irish are females.

TuE * Buller News* suys :—' An extensive mineral depesit con-
taining a large per centage of quicksilver has been discovered lately in
the province, We are not at liberty at present to state the precice
locality ; but we Eelieve the diseovery will lead to most important
results.” .

AT a meeting, held at New Plymouth, of unpaid up shareholders
in the Pioneer Steel Company, it was unanimously sgreed to resist a
call made by the liquidating ehareholders in writing. They bound
themselves to defend any legal proceedings brought ageinst any one of
their number. Two of the three liguidators, Messrs Chilman and IV,
C. Richmond, eigned the document. It is now left for the paid up
shareholders to take the initiative in the matter.

THERE was o terrific gale st Wellington on the night of the 6th
imst. Two colliers were lost—the ehip Wellington and the barque
Cyrus—between Lyell's Bay and Sieclair’s Head. Serven lives were
lost, two from the ship Wellington, being Johnston, the cook, and
Rushton, a seaman. The five lost from the Cyrus were, Mrs Wrig-
glesworth, the wife of a well-known photographer, and her two
children; Robert Smith, the second officer; and s seaman called
George. Captain Hill, of the Wellington, and eight sexmen, pulled
intp the harbour, nfter escaping from the ship in & most miraculous
manner. The first mate was saved by clinging 10 a life-buoy, and the
second mate managed to swim ashore. The people on shore assisted
the Cyrus crew and officers ashore with ropes, but all much cut and
bruised: Both vessels are simashed into numberless pieces, and went
ashore within a few yards of eanch other. They lefl port on Friday,
bound for Newcastle. The agpregate lose of the Wellington and
Cyrus is £8000.

TxE customs receipts on Friday, 8th inst., st Auckland, amounted
to £2154, and on Saturday to £2993, the largest amounts ever
eollected in port. The week's return was £7626.

Tue Banks have raised the price of gold from £3 15s to £3 158
6d. This step, it is said, is due to the threatened exportation of gold
to the Victorian mint,

TuE Westland Provinci.l Council has increased the police pay
sixpence per day. The pay is now 9s 6d.

Dr. ATcEEsoN has reported to the Greymouth Borough Couneil
that typhoid fever of a dangerous type is existing in Greymouth. The
Council are about to take active steps to remove the nuisance.

Ix the Otago Provincial Government * Guaette the Superinten-
dent proclaims the monthis of April, May, June, and July as the
geason for 1874, during whiclr native game can be shot.

Tur Enghish Opera Company are perf. rming in Dunedin,

A RECEST visitor to the Nev:s goldfield informs the ' Lake Wakatip
1ail’ that the miners there are, as o rule, doing exceedingly well.
He mentioned one clawa in particular (M‘Donsld and party), where
the result of 17 days’ work wos the handecme amount of 172 ozs.
They are now stripping another paddoek, from a fourth part of which
they have already obtained 62 ozs.
case. The Chinese also are reported as dsing well on this field.

As on instance of the sdvanes in the veiue of property in Dun-
edin, it might be mentioned that Mr Couzens has sold the piece of
ground, which has o fronture of 26ft 4in on Jedty street, on which the
Cafe de Paris Hotel is siturted, »ith the wooden building upon it, for
the sum of £2000, being £75 12z 7d per foot, or £8 63 per inch, The
same properly was sold by Gosernment, five years ago, st £25 per foot.
The building 18 to be used a8 a warehouse.

5t Patrick's Dax is to be celebrated in Christehurch by a grnd
dinner at the Forester’s Hall, ard 3Mr C. C. Bowen, Resident Mapis-
trale, has promised to preside on the cecasion.

Two men had a narrow escape from suffocation in the Ciledonian
mine oa Saturday morning, through o sudden influx of foul gua. The
Inspector of Mines is holding an enquiry,

TuxE post of Provindal Solicitor, resigned by Mr Turion a few
daye 5go, has not yot been filled. Lut ti is expeeted that Mr Haggitt will
receive the appointment.

It is rumonred that t.aere wil soon be another resignation in the
Otago Eseoutive Council, and that the vacant scat is to be filled br
Mr Fish,

THE barque .Anazi which was run ashore has been towed off, and
brought into Auckland harbor,

The Union Beach claiin at Coromandel has come across a leader,
aatd to be of plwmost solid gold.

AHE Custors receipts at Nelson on the $th inst, amounted to

. $2453, the largest aum ever taken in ¢ne day.

MrIoEsRE J. M'GTIRE, a mon of seveniy-five years of npe (a
Waterloo vetreran}, was charged at the R, M. Court, Invercargill, the
other day, with Luving attempted to comunit suicide. He had asked
for prussic acid at a cleeust's shop, for the purpose of killing rats, but
wee refused ; and uyon being pressed as to what he wanted with it, he
sonfessed it was to destroy himsclf. When spprehended, prussic azid
was found on his person, but there was no evidence that he had

Of course this is ar exceptional {

aitempted to carry his intevtion into effect. He admitted haviog been
drivking prior to his being apprehiended, but denied having any inten-
tion of making an attempt upon his life, He was discharged.

THE schooner Mory Vean Every, has become a total wreck on the
Molyneux bar.

MEesses M‘LaNpress, HerBory anp Co. have sold, o account of
Mr Fames Wataon, the frechold and good-will of th: Royal Hotel,
Walker Btreet, Dunedin, for the sum of £1500; the stock-in-trade and
furniture to be taken at o valuation.

TRE Annual Moveable Meeting of the FL.A.C.B.8. was heid in
Melbourne last week. Delegates fromr every Branch were present.
The weeting lasted three days, Business of paramount importance
to the welfare of the Society wrs transpcted.

_ ForTY eashes for Bt. Joseph's Branck, Neo. 73, H.A.C.B.S,,
arrived from Melbourne last Saturday per s.s. Omeo.

. TAE members of the Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit
Society, Clristchurch, have resolved to commemorate St. Patrick's
Day with » Dinner.

FroM Ozmaru we learn that the local branchk of the Hibernian
Australesiau Catholic Benefit Society intend to celebrate St. Patrick's
Day by a supper at the White Hart Hotel.

THE members of the Oamaru branch of the H.A.C.B.§. have
resolved to receive the Holy Communion in a body on Raster Sunday.

IT 18 with regret that we announce the death of Mr Flynn, pub~
lizan, Knkanui, Mr Flynn, who had been siling for some time past,
breathed his last on Thursday week. His death cast quite a gloom
over the little township of Kakanui. Mr Flynn was one of the firat
to join the Oamaru branch of the H,A.C.B.]., and on Sundoy last the
members of that lodge rode over to Kalanui, a distance of seven miles
from Oamary, to attend the funeral of their deceased brother. From
thence the cortege proceeded to Qamaru ; the march was very solemn
and impressive, tho efficers wearing their regalia and the members
their snshes. At Oamaru the funersl was met by the Rev. Mr
Donevan, the chaplin to the branch, who read the last obsequies for
the dead over the grave of the decrased member., The solemn core-
mony reminded the members of the stern foct that *in the midst of
life we are in death.”

Ouz Auckland correspondent telegrapha on 'Wednesday evening »-
Buosinesa done—Bright Smile, 52s 6d; Bank New Zealand, L16 2a 6d;
National Insurance, 243 6d and 253; Central Italy (second issue) §s;
Caledonian, L10; Monnatairi, 355 ; Golden Oslf {new isaue}, 92 3d and
s 6d ; Queen of May, 6s 6d ; Union Beach, 38s ¢d.

CABLE TELEGRAMS.

Loxpox, February 2lst.—The new Ministry has been officially con-
gtituted, as follows : Firet Lord of the Ilreasury, the Right Hon. _B.
Dieraeli ; Lord Chanceilor, Lord Caine President of the Couneil,
Duke of Richmond; Lord Privy Sen’, Earl Malmesbury ; Fonngn
Secretary, Earl Derby ; Secretary for India, the Marquis of Salisbury ;
Secretary for the Colonies, Earl Carnarvon ; Seeretary for War, Mr
Gathorne Hardy; Home Seeretary, Mr R. A, Cross ; Chancellor of
the Excheguer, Sir Stafford Northeote : Postmaater-General, Lord
John Manners ; First Lord of the Admiralty, Mr Geo. Ward Hunt,
Marquis of Normandy, and Sir Alfred Stephen.

Hir James M*Cuiloch and the Hon. Fohn (*Shannessy have been
sppointed Enight Commanders of the Order of 8t. Michael and Bt.
George. L

%he opening competition at the wool sales was well maintained,
and prices were well sustaied. .

Sir Henry Barkly has been ereated a Kenight of the Order of the
Grand Cross of the Bath. .

Februwry 24th,—The German Emperor has written to Earl Rus-
sel, acknowledging tho receipt of the resolution passed at 8t Jamea's
Hall, sympathising with bim in © his confhiet with the Ultramon-
tanism.”

February 25th.—The following additional appointmente have been
made 1—Firat Commissioner of Works, Lord lenry George Gordon.
Lennox ; Attorney-General, Sir J. B. Karslake ; Solmltor—G_enera_l, Rir
Richard Baggally, Q.C; Chief Secretary for Ireland, Bir Mizhael
Tdward Hicks-Beach; Jomnt Secrotaries of the Treasury. Mr Abel
Smith ond Mr William Hart Dyke; Lurd Chamberlain, the Marguis
of Bath. )

The Marguis of Westminster has heon raised to & Dukedom.

An offieial report has reached the Admiralty stating that a battle
took place on the 31st of Juruary ot Acremboo lasting 12 honrs. The
Ashantees 1oss was heavy, the British loss was also eevere. Several
officers were wounded, Geaeral Wolseloy was 200 miles from Qoo-
mussie, waiting for reinforccments. - ] .

February 26th,—The following ndditional appointments to Min-
isterial oflices have been made:—Duke of Abercorn, Viceroy for
Ireland ; Right Houn. J. T. Balj, Attorney-Genernl of Ireland; Mr E.
9 Gordon, Lord Advocate of Scatland ; Colonel Fayl v, Chancellor of
the Duchy of Lineaster ; Sclater Bootl, President of the Local Board 3
Mr Cave, Judge Advocate-General; Hon. Algernon ¥ulke Egerton,
Sceretary to the Admiralty ; Sir Massy Lopes, Givil Lord of the
Adpirslfy; Mr James Lowther, Colomal Under-Secretary ;3 Lord
George Hamiiton, Indian Under-Becrotury.

g despatel has been received from General Wolesley, dated Coo-
massia, February 5, stating that he had reached thore on the prexious
day, after five days’ hard fighting, during which the troops behaved
adimirebly. The casualtiss of the British were under 309 killed and
wounded.

° King Koffee Knlcalli left the fown, but is located close by. He
promised 1o visit Coomasie that day and aign the treaty of peace.
General Wolesley hoped to commence his return mareh to the coast
on the 6the .

"Whe “Times' says that in spite of {he short time they hed to ke
their canvag, ihe Home Rule candidates were returned from Ireland..

Tondon, February 28.—The Duke and Duckess of Edinburgh will
muke their public eatry into London on the 12th Margh, accom pundadi

by the Queen.




