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10. PUBIFICATION OF MARY IN THE TEMPLE OF JTERUBALEM.
OLD MAN SIMEON, ANNA THE PROPHETESS.

“* AND after the duys of her purification, necording to the law of
Moses were accomplished, they carried tle elnld 4o Jevusalem, to pre-
sent bim to the Lord, as it is written in the law of the Lord : * Every
male openiug the womb shall be called hely to the Lord ;* and to
offer a sacrifice secording to the law of the Lord, a pair of turtle
doves, or two young pigeons. And behold there was a man in Jerusa-
lem vamed Bimcon, sud this man was just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel ; and the Holy Ghost was in kim. And he had
received =n answer from the Holy Ghost, that Le should not see death,
before o had seen the Christ of the Lord, And he came by the
Spirit mto the Temple, and #hen his parents browght in the child
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the law, Simeon took
the child into his srms, and blessed God, and said : Now thou dost
dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy word in peace. Because
iy eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the
face of all peoples: A light to the revelation of the Gentiles, nnd the
glory of thy people lsrnel! Joseph and Mary were wondering at
those things which were spoken concerning him. And Simeon blessed
them, and said to Mary his mother : Behold, this child is set tor the
fall and for the resurrection of many in Isrgel, and for & sign which
shall be contradicted. And thy own sou! a sword slall pierce, that
ont of mony hesrte thoughts may be revealed. And there was one
Anua, o prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser.
8he was far advanced in years, and had lived with her husband seven
yenrs from her virginity. And she was a widow until fourscore and
four yearss who departed not from the Temple, by fastings aad
prayers serving night aud day. Now she at the seme hour coming in,
coufessed fo the Lord, and spoke of him to all that Jocked for the
Tedemption of Isruel.,” (1)

11. RITUAL CEREMONIES OF THE PURIFICATION.

The intrinsic signs of authenticity, which we have already noticed,
a8 exiating in the evangelical text, are munifested here with a like
obviousness, The rationalistic hypothesis, which attributes this page
of §t. Luke to an spocryphal writer of the second or third century,
becomes more and more untenable. What was this legal purification ?
How moany days were supposed to elapse, for the young maother,
between the foys of maternity and the piows duty of the presentation
In the Temple of the first-born ? None knew this—neither Greek nor
Roman-—among whom the suppoeed falsifier would have written.
Yeot, the author is at no pains to sclve these problems. He pursues
his narrative absolutely us if he were speaking to u generation already
instructed in all the ceremonieés and observances of the Jewish law.
Dauless the falsifier had avowedly taken wpon himself the mission of
writh g a succession of enigmas, unintelligible to his readers, he could
not huve adopted such B method ot proceeding. It is maaifest, from
the tone of ruoderstion prevaeiling throughout the Gospel, in the
details of this civcamstance, that ot the time it was written, the cus-
toms it alludes to wera of public notoriety in Judea, and that they
entered into the life snd social practices of the Hebrews., Bring in
the run of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the Jewish people, pre-
vious to the date in which this page of the Gospel was written, and
orthwith you place the author, if he will be intelligible, under the
necessity of explaining a thousand details, which it would have been
sufBeient for o contemperary writer to uote in a cursory way. This
general rewark i of immense import, in order to a just appreciation of
the truth of the evangelical text: all the soplusms of unbelief full to
piecea in the face of this Jaw of history. But, if we study tlie fucts in
detail, the demonstration appears still move striking. Thus, each
sord of tho narrative of the purifieation evokes o alole class of ideas,
foreign to the genins of the Greeks and Romans, and bearing relation
only to the Mosaic law. The Tord had suid to Moses: * The woman
who shall bear a man-child, she shall be unclean seven days; and she
shall remnin three-and-thirty days in ler uncleanncss. She shall
touch no holy thing, neither shall she enter into the ssuctuary, until
the days of her purifieation be fulfilled. But if she shall bear & muaid-
child, she shall be unclean two weeks, una she shall remain under
interdict pixty-six days. And when the days of her purification are
expired, ghe shail bring to the door of the tabernacle of the testimony
alamb of a year old for a holocaust, and a youug pigeon or a turtle
for gin, and shall deliver them to the priest, who shall offer them to
the Lord, and shall pray for her. So shall she be cleansed. This is
the law for her thal beareth & wnan-child or a maid-cluld. And if her
hand find not suflicieney, and sbe is not able to offer n lamb, she shall
toke two turtles, or two young pigeons, ove for o lLelocaust, and
another for sin, and the pricst shall pray for her, and so she shall be
cleansed,” (2) DPlaced side by side with the Glospel narrative, these
texts of the law enable us to understand all that is unexpressed in the
sacred oracles. The Old Testament sheds its lest rays of light over
the cradle of Jesus, just as the expiring flame of the torch, blending
its ray with the splendours of the rising sun, is confounded and lost.

THE

CHRISTIAN BURIAL IN CHINA,

TrE following account of ¢ Christian Obsequiea” in China is taken from
a letter addrussed by the Rev. P. Desjscques, 8.8, Missionary in Kiang-
nwu, to ¢ Les Missiona Catholiques,’ July, 1872 :—

We know that the Chinese have a custom of religiously prezerving
in their houses the mortal remains of theic friends, before confiding
them to the tomb. Now, here is a fact which shiows us to what an
extent they carry this singular devotion,

In the prefecture of Song-kiaug live an ancient Christian lamily
named Tac, formerly one of the wealthiest in the towa of Kuo-duo, at

(1) Lug, ii. 23-28, {2) Lavit, xii, ¢ ad finem.

present much 'benezth their former rank. It wasin this family that on
the eighth of April, 1872, the solemn interment of twenty-five coffins,
many of which lad been treasuredin the house for upwurds of fifty
years, took place. .

Mo defray the considerable expenses which this last act of religion
towurds the dead would incur, the family previously sold, at 3000fr., a
house worth 12,000fr., and the covstruction of which had cost ot less
than 20,000fe. It had been formerly o pawrscflice. A manderin pur-
¢lhased it, to serve as his residence and tribunal.

More than a month beforehand all the relatives who lived within
ten miles’ distance were invited, and the Missionary promised to at-
tend.

The twenty-two coffins taken from the dust wlhere they had been,
gare cleaned, eiled, and arranged in lines in the recaption hall of this
great mansion, which now harbours as many dead as living.

The site of the tomb is in the midst of a cornfield. A thatched hutis
erected to afford shelter to the workmen; bricks sre piled all round,
and the lime prepared for the construction of as many arched vaults as
there ars coflins ; a special grave is constructed for the old mother of
the family, whom the seythe of time had not yet cut down. A place
beside ber husbund is veserved for her, and according to the custom of
the eountry, a sort of commmnication is carefully arranged between the
two vonlts, so that the faithful conple may exchange the first saluta-
tious of the Resurrection Day,

Tweo daya before this solemn feast the guests commence to assent-
ble. Each one preseuts an offering. A secretary, installed in the pors
ter's lodge, inscribes on a registry the name of the visitor. The most
distinguished hosts are received by a triple discharge of connonas and the
sound of music. The eve of the day the Missionary in black mantle,
assisted by seven catechists in surplices, approaches the coffins and
prays for the souls of their dear departed, wlule the Christians sing 1a
choir the Office fur the Dead.

At nightfall the women weep and ¢hant their lamentations for half
an hour. The same ceremony is observed the following morning at
daybreak, again when the coffins are being taken from the house, and
finally when lowered into the tombe. As to the rest, everything seems
to breathe an air of joy ; one would sug it was o fenst day.

At sunrise the masons and workmen are invited to as entertain-
ment where there is no lack of wine; after which they setthemselves
diligently to work. At the first dawn tlre morming prayers are com-
menced in the ehapel; the Office for the Dead is chanted in Chinese,
and then the Holy Mass followed by a general absolution. .

After these first devotions n copious breakfast is served, of which
over thrres hundred guests partake.  Whers lave all these people been
lodged ? 'This is & mystery. It is true our Ohinese are not fastidieus;
they lie down to rest in the first pluce which offers |tself,. ia their
clotlies, and frequently three or four under the same bed-covering,

A little before noon a procession is organised. At the head are
two tamtams, then two enormous lauterns mounted on long poles.
Then follow various triangular flags with numerous inscriptions om
varnished tablets; then music, the processional eross, thirty of the
Cliyistinns in surplices, rediting the Offce for the Dead, and the Mis-
sionary in palanguin ; lasily the biers, each one borue by eight men.
The first, that of the grandfather, is covercd with a rel tapestry ; the
others with blue. Nenr e ch bier follow the nearestnelatives in deep
mourhing, wearing mitres of conrse linen, corded cinctures, and straw
shoes. A file of men wind off behind each corpse, then o rvow of wo-
men in white, reciling prayers.

At the first movement of the procession the fireworks, wusic,
psalniody, tears, lameutations, the cries of the porters, the tamtam—
all contribube to produce n stunning neise, Bub as soon as they eross
the mortnary dwelling calm is restored, snd the gencral procession
wears & truly religious sspect ; fiom each side of the 1arrow pathway
on which the funerul eorfege passcy, the curivus press in crouzds to the
groat detriment of the harvest which covers the ncighbouring fields.
Asg soon as they rench the place of sepulehre, a profound silence en-
sucs—a very extraordinary thing among the Chinese—possicnate lovers
of noise, and not less friends of the unceremoxnious. This silence, it i3
true, only lasts while the priest recites the last prayers. DBut searce
have theso prayers been ended, the Missionary with his train of eate-
chists withdrawn, than the uproar recommences louder than ever, to
be rencwed st the descent of each coffin into the vault destined for ik

At sumset nll sras terminated, rnd a femst enlivened by music
crowned this family festival. A great mound 13 now raised over this
row of tombs. At the next change of the dynusty it will be levelled,
according to the Chinese custom, in grder to restore to oulture the
precious piece of ground which it occupies,  Nevertheless this custom
was not observed since the necession of tho present dyuasty, and the
land at present oecupicd by the tombs comes to be so considerable that
they have become a greab cncumbrance 1o the living,

Tuzs people of Kingstown were early one mornirg thrown into
consternation by the sight of a large ship, ull on fire, deaffing before the
wind info the harbour. She proved to o the Nangpove, from Cal-
cutta to Liverpool, 1521 tons, laden with eotton, iute, saltpetre, and
manilla. Ibappears that she took firs three or fonr daye before, and
tue eaptain endeavoured to mnke for Holyliead. bot was obliged to
stand for Kingstown. The crew, exhausted st the pumps, were unuble
to take in eail.  When withic thie harbour piers her two ancliors were
let go; but elie broke from them, and caino iute colli-lon with three of
the vessels in the horbour, all of whiclt fourdered—o- e of them a
gchooner from Wickiow, is a total wrack. In the eclision ler cape
tain, Thomas Ellis, was flung everbosard and drownzd. The crew
abandoned the buroing shup, which continued drifting in the harbour,
a source of exlreme danger. At nine od’clock the fire brigade went
down from Dablin; but thelr elforts to extingush the flimes wers
futile. It was them resolved to try the extieny expodicaé of firing
into hier 80 as to sink her.  The Viefolia, acting guardship, dischargeld
geveral shots nb the Nangpore, sinking her in twenty.cight feat of
waler. Her cargo is asid to be worth £10,000,



