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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Of groming power, and promises ultimately to lead fo success. The
great chject of such journals as the London *Times' and its humble
followera in this Colony is 1o ereate alarm and fill the public mind with
prejuldico and iudignation ngninst the Popeand the Cutholic clergy, and
through them sgamst Catholic people generally, so that they may be
denied the vights due to them., The * libera] * press try io effect this
by what the Americans eall © bunkum,” and tail writing, misrepresen-
tations, and urtful insinuations, They may succeed to a considerable
extent in their unworthy and ungenerous purpose-—and for a consider-
zble fime. DBut it is too late in the duy to expect such a ruse (> suc-
ceed long now, and as it once dil,  Educstion has put n stop to that
game.  Men now read and reflect for themselves, 2nd are not to be led
by the nose to believe whak .is unitrue, soerely because it appears in
the pages of the Londou * Times' and Dunedin * Eveniag Star, * Guar-
dinn,’ ‘Brace Ierald, or other Colonial papers.  Ope would imagine
that the history of Englund during the past fitty yoars, and which is
open to all men, Protestant and Christian alike, might teach Bismarck,
his mester, and their abettors in Dunedin and elsewhere, how vain it ia
to try 1o get the better of the Cutholic Episcopacy; or ta arrest the
iriesistible onward march -of the Cathelic Church anywhere, by any
renal or repressive luws of any kind whatsoever. Daniel O'Connell,
batked by ihe Irish priesthoed, conguered the * Iron Duke,” the Con-
queror of Eings.  This man who rover fought a battle that he did
nob win, was compelled reluctantly and with a very ill grace to surren-
der to O'Connell and the Irish Roman Catholic Epuscopucy, because
their causc wee n just one. The Duke's published despatches show
that Lie only surrendered beeruse he knew the sense of justice in the
British Ifouse of Commons, Protestant though it was, was on the side
of the Trish Caflolice. Bismarck beware! You, too, may ers
long discover that even the Protestant wembers of the German
Parltument will turn ageinst you. Already the * ultramon-
tanes” in Germany, as the cablegrams last received tell us, have
gained 3C nembers at lnst yeneral election, No man, whether Cutholic
or Protestant, likes the iden of being ruled by mere % biood and stesl.”
The continoous and inereasing stream of German converts, many of
them men of position and learning, now ontering the Catholic Church,
gs shown in a late number of your journal, muy well excite the serious
apprehension of Bismurck and his Imperial master. It may even well
furnish mutter for wholesome refleotion to your Dunedin contempo-
raries, A like spectacle is scen in Protestant Englund and Americn,
and somewhat even in these Colonies. Bui England, Germany, and
America are the educated countriesin the world, Probably Irel md,
the very bulwurk and stronghold of the Catholic Church in the Unired
Kingdom, is the best educated of them oll.  For this thauks in & great
menxure are due to the zeal of the Catholic clergy nnd the L:berality of
the Prutestunt British Grovernment. The Government established
a s¥atein of seculur “ national edueation,” which wag designed to sap
the foundationa of the Catholic Church in Treland, but which has practi-
eally proved the menns of strepgthening her, in consequence of the ac-
tion taken Ly the Cotholic elergy.  In'tlus Colony the same thing will
most likely happen, a3 the result of the jrintactin of the Government
and the Catholic Chureh, Secular schools will bo estublislied by Go-
vernment, and ot their side will be planted Catholic schocls, whether
aided by Government or not. The Catholie schools will protect the
fuithi and morals of the Caihelic ehildren nnd give a goud religious
education, while tiie Government schools will lead mapy into infidelity,
and atill more into the Cathelic Church. Tt isnow a well-understood
thing. that the tendeney of ali education outside the Catholic Church
it 1o bear men either intodnfidelity or Cutholicism. There is no middle
path,  Whe Tnglish infidel, Gibbon, praising Luther, regretted that he
had stopped slrt in his course towards infidelity, Having rojected
the authority cf the Cutholic Chureh it was a logical consequence of his
evatem to vepudiate all Christian authority and restraint whatevor, and
to be guided by * pure reason ™ alone, or his own private judgment, in
all matters of religious belief.

T. W,

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.
®O. VI,

“Tur Coliseuns by meonlight, how heavenly I
“we ghall see you there alest-ce-pas 7 (our friend affected French as
well ae poetry),  Oh certuinly ! we promised ; and T resolved to epend
sowne of tlie intervening time in hueting np appropriate gquotations, so
that T should not be absolulely unprepared for the poetry which the
occasion would be sure to yvequire. My hunt was successful, snd
before the muon rose I was ready with—

“ Winle stands the Coliseum, Rome hall stand ;

Whien fails the Coliseum. Rome ahali fall—

And wiient Bome falls— the world.”

But this claberate preparation was in vain, for when Lal{-past
eight came, T fuund that the days sipht-scemg had developed a elight
eold inte n bad uttack of influenza, which nesded bod and pruel, aud
made me shudder af the idea of o gloomy ruin whera the eol § winds
played at hide and seck, and the heavy dow went for tho memorive of
the past. I wish I could recall what 1 henred next, day from my fiiends
whe had been plle to go, and who gave me o glowing description of
what they had seon and felt, for T shell nat be able to give you my
own impressions as I never wnde another atlempt to sce the Coliseudm
by moon.ight.

: Xarly in my viit to Rome T had been to sco the besuiiful Pro-
testant cemutry outside tae aulls, where are buried the poets Shelley
and Xeatz; snd wlhen there 1 had Leen struck Ly the number of graves
of young people, seme of them perlinps whe Dad come to seck for
Lealth in the cternal eilv, and bad fouud death in the froezing art
galieries nnd aa torchlizht procession: to the Colisenm, Perhaps
becanze T was accustommed to the bright newness of everything in
Australia {wier, if y ow ehose, y vu may wake your plantation on.ground
which no plongh s ever turaed; the dust of ages lind & most
depressing influesce on me.  The cold- bad no freshness about il but
seemad lise aniey bresth from the eountiess tombs which lie wud.r
the dty. T would have been meat unwilling to add anstler grave
whove there are already such multitudes, so I took care seldom t3 go

(said our poetic friend)

ont after night-fall.  But T often saw
utust try and describe it for you. The building was at first es'led the
Flavian Ampitheatro, from the family name of the Empersr Vespasian,
who commenced its erection in A.D. 72, but it afterwards came to be
called the Colisenam, from its immense size. Fven now when eon-
turics have passed away, when palaces have been bult ont of huge
blocks of stone carried off by the Fornese, the Barberini, the Frangi-
pani, sud other noble fumilics, when war in the twelfth century trans-
formed the theatre into a fortress and it lost its western and southern
sides, when peace scarcely lesa barbarcualy endeavered in the sixteenth
century to tarn it fiest into u woollen fuctory, and then into a magazine
for sultpetre, encugh is left te make it still the mightiest ranin, the
wonder of Rome, and of the world. When we Took at it now in its
melancholy deeay, and pisture to ourselves what it was in the dnys of
its eplemdor, it gives us truly s idea of the vanity of human greatness,
Whers ave the.emperors, the vestal virgins, the Roman citizene, who
thronged this vast arena, and feasted their eves on the dyiug azonies of
the gladiators, or ou the hervie fortitude of the Christian mulyrs who
were there $orn to piecos by ferveions beasts?  Wld fiowars, myrtles
and olives fil the galleries where once sat the great onea of Rome
and on the spot where 1he martyrs shod their blood the cross now

stands triumphant, The stations of the cross now take the place of
the dens of lious and tigors, and the preaching of Capuchin friars,
telling their enger listeners of the holy ones whose blood deluged thet
vory ground, may be heard instead of the Rowmans hungry for more
slnughter, The Coliscum covers slmost six acres, sud I8 supposod to
have beon able to contain eighty aoven thousind spoctators. 1t is said

to have been designed by Gaudentins, & Christian arehitect aud martyr,
and aftor the destruction of Jerusalem many thonsand captiva Jows
were employed in building it. From what still remaius it is easy to
picture whatit was before 'ho haod of tims had macked it so rudely,

The form of the pmpithicatre is oval. The outer eleration consists of
four stories, the seats were also arvanged in four tiors which sloped
towards the centre and were divided na our modern theatres are

into different compartments, for the patriciavs and plebians. There

was o covered gallery, on tho same lovel us the urene, set apart for the
emperor, the senatore, and the vestal virgins. The Koman ladies took
port in these scenes, and appear to have been even more blood-thiraty
than their husbands and brothers. The last martyr who was
sacriiced of the Coliseum was Telemachus (not the Privce so

Ceservedly detestod by school boys and girls for his drenry travels and
moral reflections, to eny nothing of the uncomfortable old gentleman

who accompanied him and read him such lectures), bat an Eastern
monk who went; to Rome in the reign of Ionorius to protest ngainst

the barbarity of the gladiatorial ehows; he threw himself betwesn the

combatants and endeavoied to separate fhem, but his inteefervuce was

taken in bud part By the angry Romans who did not choose to have

thei favorite amusement meddled with, so they leightened ths fun

by tearing hiw to piecea.

Of courss all those who visit the Colissum tuke away a bit of
store or, if very enthusiastic, half a brick to remind him of what they
have seen.  Perhaps the ultimate fate of the wonderful ruin which
has resisted war and spolintion of every kind will be to be carried away
piecemeul in tourists’ pockets. I have to nnawer for o fragment in
Auwstralia, and I am aaro there must be some tons of travertin in Neow
York, for if the good Americans go to Puris when they die they go to
Rome without waiting to be partictlarly zood, and while still in the
flesls, and ns they, like us, have no ruins of their own, they take home
a screp of Coliseum, o fow m enics from the fooring of Pcmpei, and
some dust from the Roman forum. But if this should really come to
pass the destruction of the Flavian Ampitheatre would not bs the only
thing to grieve over. Whaut would begome of the records of the travel-
lers who, determining to leave & namo in history, cut into the solid
stone with their penknives the fact that they had visited the Colissum.
Jahn Brown had s yearning for immortulity, he would have won &
famous battle or written a great poem if tho opportunity had offered,
but fate was unkind and he fecls himself growing to be an oll man
without having achieved anything great. But the nime of John
Brown shall not dio, for he has eut it under that of Jamuel Gireen, and
stated in the clearest terms that en Feb. 19, '54, he aud his wife
Charlotle, end his daughter Maud, saw, admired, and approved of the
Coliscum. 'This habit of wishing to carve one’s name on the walls of
great buildings is one with which I have not much sywpathy, but it is
very wide-epread. I was & litfle surprised, however, to soe the name
of one of our sustraliu colonists who had wmude the grand tour some
years before.  Ouc colonies are scarcely old emough yet o send home
many rich Australians, but by degrees our wool and gold will make as
#ood un appearance at the foreign tables d'hote as the shoddy and oil
of our American rcousins, and wo shall send home our girls to buy
expensive Fronch milinery, and see the sights of Rome as the Ameri-
can girls do at present. 8. G. D,

the Coliseurn by daylizht, and I

Tre Town Commrissioners of Wicklow have presented an n@dress
to Captain Hobert TLalpin, of ﬁm;.s Cireat Eus‘.eru, on thz oceasion of
hie wmarriage,  3Mr Wenry M Phail, the Chairman, and the other Com-
missioners, proceeded from the Town Hall to ‘1.1.16 residenco of De.
Hulpin, the brother of Ciptain 11 alnin. Qn nertving th:ere tlre Chaiy-
man presinted Caplain Halpin with the Commissioners addregs. In
this doenment the Commissioners allude to the fact that Onpun.n Haots
pin's much-respected futher Glled the uﬁ'!ce of Portreeve Qf .lelilow,
expiessed their admiration for thr_Captmq, ul_ludcd to the distinguished
reputation he had won by his eoninet while in commm?d_ of thelargcst
siup aflast in her various telegrayh eable-laying expadilions, and con-
gratulated Lim on his recont mar :age.  Captain Halpin, ia replymg,
thanked the Comuwmissioners, nn: remerked that bhe ‘had now laid
16,000 miles of telegraph cablc without the loss of a single life by ac-
cident. He sail that he had baen congrmatulated at various times
during his carcer by the late Lmporor }{J_D-’)'{:Dll and other.Sov‘rerelgqs,
and by tho late Lord Majo as lies Mu_,ast_v’u. representative in Iodia,
but he had never felt more flattere 1 by unylhing than by the addreae
presented to him in hisnative towu.



