
A VIOLATED PLEDGE.
� WELLINGTON EDUCATIONBOABD.

In thff
'Independent'of the 3rd inst, we find the following

paragraph:—" In the reportof themeeting of the Education Board,
"wliich appears elsewhere,will be found a long and interesting letterfrom Dr Grace, respecting aid toBoman Catholic schools and other
matters. We are unable to publish the discussion which took place
Onthe letter, asthe meetings of tho Board arenot open to thepress."

The followingis theportionof thereport referred to in the paragraph quoted:
—

AID TO BOMAN CATHOLICBCHOOL3.The followingletter was received from Dr Grace :—:
—

"Wellington,January 26, 1874." Sir,—I acknowledge withpleasure the receipt of your letter ofthe 19thinst., undinjustice to the community whichIhave thehonor
to represent,Itake this opportunity of drawingthe attentionof your
Boaidto the whole position which obtains,and to the confusion andinjustice which have lesultedfrom the declaration of the Board thatthey shall decline aid toschools, the mistresses of wbicli wear a par-ticular dress."

Imaybe permitted to remind your Board, that it is scarceiy a
logical proceeding to refuse aid to girls schools on the pretext of the
dress of their miMressce, at the very time that the Board is exercising
it« functions under the provision* ofa clause of the Act admittedlyinterpreted by theBoard as empoweringit to extend the benefits of
the Act todenominational schools. And this leads me naturally toyour former communication of the 13th May, covering

"
Termsof

Agreement between the Catholic community "of Wellington and the
Education Board,"and uH'ords occasion for myrminding you that the
chairman ofyour Board,in thepresence of its members, officially as-sembled, assured me inthe hearingofthe deputation of our clergy and
laity that our school unstresses wouldbe paid by thoBoard. After I
had fully explained tohim that ourgirls schools were and would be
taught by nuns,and it was on tbe strengthof this declaration alone
tha the terms of agreement dntcd 13th May were acceded toby us,
and in t>rder that no possible misunderstanding might arise, your
Board was elcariy informed that this portion of tiie understanding
was tlc more impoitant to us, asour boys' schools were te'(-supporting",
but our girls' schools at Te Aromight not be so. In violation of this
uudcistsndingIfind that ull pecuniary aid was withdrawn from our
girls' schools and no notico whateverof this intoution, or of the exeeu

THE 'TABLET' AND THE PUBLIC.
Auckland.

Sic— The readers of theNewZealandTabletand the Catholicpeopleof New Zealand iv general ought to congratulate you that a NewYear has seen the New Zealand Catholic organ iv so flourishing a
( condition, spite of tho many and grave difficulties with which youmust have had to conteud. No one uuacquainted with the mysteriesof public journalismcan well form an idea of the arduous task youhaveundertaken in an attempt to found a Catholicnewspaper here.
jItwas abold thing to do, and whetheryou shall prosper ornot,youat all events deserve the best thanks of the New ZealandCatholics.IThey will be unthankful indeed if they do not make a strong and|united effort to support youinyour labors toserve the glorious cause
jof the church, which they know well is the cause of justice,morality,
patriotism, ana education. Complaints are made that the Tablstreaches subscribers here very irregularly ;and others grumble that
toomuch of your space is occupied with advertisements,whichpre-vents your giving a greater amount of Catholic generalnews. Butagenerous Cacholic public should make allowances for the peculiardifficulties of your position. It remains with the Catholic peopleofNew Zealand themselves,by liberalsupport with their purse and pentomake their organ whatit ought tobe and what they wouldwish to'see it. Ihardly think that ac yet they haveexerted themselvesasthey might havedone tosupportyou. The public spirit and religious
intuitions of yourself and the proprietary of the Nkw ZealandTablet,it is to be hoped, will be yet even bettor appreciated andrewarded than they havebeen. We are, comparativelyspeaking, but

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, February 14, 1874.
theirnationality."The first seed of discordsown in thegreat" Times,'
and whichcalled forth the animadversions of all liberalminds, wascouched thus :— " Wanted a servant $no Irish need apply." Thisbeing laughed toscorn, persons withamean,paltry spirit,having the
sameobject in view,yetshrinking tobearthe obloquyattaohed to it,
hit upen the expedient of modifying it by inserting:

"
A servant

wanted;English or Scotch preferred.*1 Our local Esculapius,how-
ever,wasnot satisfied with this,and informed intending applicants for
♥hehonour of servinghim that they should be "English orScotch ;"
and though, as ourlogican truly asserts, the wordIrish was totally ig-nored,not evenhis sophistry candisprove thattheir nationality was a
barsinister, for the very fact of the two nationalities requiredbeingstated,plainly indicated that thosebelonging to the objectionable one
werenot wanted. Dr. Bakewell, however, unfortunately for himself,
gives as areason for the peculiar wordingoftheadvertisement,thathe
was afraid if the situation was open to all comers, and a Hibernian
help selected,she must ofnecessity be a Catholic. Now, the doctor,
withallhis prejudice, does theIrishservant the credit of possessing a
wish tocarryout in this land the teachings ofthe old;andas Irish
Catholics rtquire one short hour of the 168 for devotion to theirCreator, the concession wasnot tobe granted,and their services were
dispensed with. He says:"We founditso very inconvenienttohave
a servant who wasobliged togo to Mass, that Mrs Bakewell deter-
mined tohave aProtestantin future j" and thisChristian ladyprefers
theProtestant

—
who, wepresume, from thepreference, tobe possessed

ofneither conscienceor scruple— to those ofher own fold, because of
the wish to carryoutits teachings. The whole document from begin-
ning toendis a series of contradictions, admissions, and counter-con-tradictions, for the writer, after striving inanely todispute thepartizan-
ship,crjspeccavi,andadmits that of

"
two equally gooddomestics,he

wouldprefer his own countrywoman." Then in a fit ofremorseful
generosity, he declares " thut he would rather have good Irishor
Scotch servants, than badEnglish ones." Mirabile dictu! What
sublimemagnanimity! To stigmatise the doctor as guilty ofnarrow-
mindedness, while holdingsuch cosmopolitan views, is simply shame-
ful. lamafraid yourcorrespondenthas openeda wound,which,with
all his professional skill, he willfinditdifficult toheal, andIregret the
fact, inasmuch asIam led to believe, from another portion of the
letter, that the doctor's gravest error was inhis defence. No man
pleads wellashis own lawyer,and it were n pity that Dr.Bakewell
hadnokind friendathis elbow when he indited his epistle. Inanew
country like this, wherepeopleof differentnationalities, anddifferent-
religious beliefs, are occupied in the formation of a new common-
wealth,it is the duty ofeach of us toallay ancient animosites and bbc
tarian differences,rather than to quicken into malevolence the dan-
gerous practices of the Old World, by invidious reflections on any
particularrace or creed. Even the most liberalminds are not alto-
gether free from those characteristics which are incidental to their
birth, and thomeanest andmost debased will occasionally rise inarms
at any taunt or slur levelledat the old home, or the Churchof which
they muy bebutunworthy members ;for it is well known that on on
twopointsare the feelings of mankind so easily stirred as those affect,
ing either creed or country. That the doctor may not sincerely hold
the opinions withregard to Irishmen and matters which he asserts
in concluding his communication Iwill not attempt to question, and
can respect him for their liberality;that the insertion of the ob-
noxious advertisementleft room for a doabt of such lie must admit ;
but that the publicationof his pseudo-explanationwas aplainand un-
equivocalconfirmation of what had been allegi-d against him is patent
to all whohave readit— a result for whichhe alone is toblame.

tionofthis design wascommnnicatod tome by your Board. There-fore, onbehalf ofthecommunityIrepresent,and whoserepresentatirecapacity youhare admittedinyour letterofthe13th May;Ihaveb>request a etriot observanceby theBoardof the term*ofthe agreement,and have thehonor toawait such contributionby the Board in pay'ment ofschoolmistresses'salaries,as will enable meto see justice doneto the parents ofchildren, and the moneys which they have paidtowards the temporarymaintenanceofschool mistressesrefunded."Beforepassing from thispart ofthe subject permit me to directycwr attention to clause2of the writtenagreement '« Thatallnecessary
repairs, additionsand fences,be executed by theBoard." Ifeel thatIhave only toremindyouof this tosecure the observanceof its CDn-di ions,particularly as Mr Toomath, your late Inspector of Schoolsfor the informationof theBoard inmy hearingdeclaredthat the pre-sent buildings werenot in theirpresent state fit for educational Dur«*poses. F j

"Inowproceed to observe with more immediate reference toyour letter of the19thJanuary, that when in conjunction with MrBuckley,andat your invitation, we jointly urged before theBoardthepreceding and other reasons why the Board wasbound in justice tocontinue support to our girls' schools, nomatter what collateral mifunderstanding might hate arisen between the Board and schoolmisstresses (which misunderstanding, by the way, Father Cummin*ottered toarrange), we took that opportunity ofdrawing the attentionoftheBoard to the fact that in tbe Te Aro school we wereeducatingseventygirls, andin the Thorndon day-school eighty girls without
receivingany assistance from theBoard, notwithstandingtheir directpledge to contribute,and reminded theBoard that this hardship wa«she moreopprssiveas thenow regulations diminished the salaries ofourmasters, and wemight bo called upon, only for the increasingpopularity ofour schools,to supplement themasters' salariesiD addi-tion toproviding for the entiresupportofourgirls' schools,becausewehadnot the accommodationif wehad thewill, to createjoint schoolsandbecause theBoard lefused aid toour single girls schools, on thestrength ofthe latest educationaldifficulty of their own making— thedress of school mistresses."

With this necessary introduction.Iproceedto comment on theproposal of theBoard to removeto Wanganuiour popular andsuc-cessful master, Mr Hurley, but must pause to remind you thut themembers in attendance atour schools were originally materially re-ducedby other schools being made freebefore ours were,and to sug-gest to theBoard that the proposedremoval wouldbe most unfair tous, as certain still further to reduce the numbers inattendanceat ou»schools. Ifthe difficulty is only to providea school mistress for Wan-ganui we shall be happy to select one for you. With reference to theurged advisability ofamalgamating the two schools,Ibeg topoint outto you that the attendanceat both our schools is rapidly increasing,and indeed themaster at the Te Aro school has beenfor a considerabletime entitled toanassistant."
Inconclusion,Ineednot assure you that any action MrNewlynmay have taken with reference to the Boardandits regulations couldonly be approvedof by us, when characterised by all that respect andconsiderationfor the Board which its position and functions so fully

entitle it to.
—
Iam, &0.,_

n , "Morgan S. Gha©h."O. Graham, Erg., Secretary.EducationBoard.
The Secretary was instructed to forwardcopies of minutes ©f pre-viousmeetings oftheBoard, by whichit appeared that owing to tnoBtrietly denominationalcharacterof St.Philomena's sohool the Beardcould not grant the assistanceasked. With reference to the matterofdress, it had only been quotedas one of the many instances of thostrictly denominationalcharacterof theschool. With reference to Dr.Hurley's removal from the Boulcottstreet school, the Board desiredtostate that they hadno wish to transfer MrHurley to Wanganui cm-less with the consent of the trustees of the school inWellington, and

that the suggestion had emanated from the Koman Catholic com-
munityat Wanganui, and not from the Board. That the Board had
never aideda denominationalschool excepting where all trace of de-nominationahsrahad been withdrawn. With reference to the applica-tion tohayo Mrs Oabonioappointedan assistant female teacherin theWanganui school, itwas decided that Mrs O-borne having declined toansweranypreliminary examination by the inspector,theBoardwereunable to grant the application.
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